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FISHERIES DIVISION 
Michigan  Department  of  Natural  Resources 

Gaylord  District  Headquarters 
P.O.  Box  667 

Gaylord,  Mi.  49735 

STATUS OF THE FISHERY  REPORT 
FOR 

LAKE BELLAIRE.  ANTRIM COUNTY 
(T29-30N,  R7-8VH 

Setting 
Lake  Bellaire  is  located  in  the  southwest  corner  of  Antrim 
County.  It  is  included  in  the  Elk  River  drainage  which  empties 
into  Grand  Traverse  Bay,  Lake  Michigan.  This  lake  is  part  of  the 
Antrim  County  Chain-of-lakes,  and  is  considered  the  upper  most 
lake  in  the  lower  chain.  The  topography  of  the  surrounding  area 
is  gently  sloping  to  very  steep  hills,  with  sandy  and  loamy 
soils.  The  soils  adjacent  to  the  lake  are  poorly  drained,  nearly 
level,  mucky,  loamy,  and  sandy  soils.  The  nearest  community  is 
the  City  of  Bellaire,  which  is  located  just  north  of  the  lake. 
Bellaire  is  the  largest  community  in  the  county  and  is  the  County 
Seat.  Due  to  the  presence  of  the  steep  hills,  there  are  two  down 
hill  skiing  developments  nearby,  and  tourism  is  an  important 
industry  in  the  area  in  both  summer  and  winter. 

The shoreline  surrounding  the  lake  is  mostly  private,  and  most  of 
the  upland  is  developed  with  homes  and  cottages.  There  are  two 
state  owned  public  access  sites  on  the  lake.  One  is  located  on 
the  west  side  and  has  ample  parking  and  a  good  boat  ramp.  The 
other  access  site  is  located  on  the  east  side  and  has  only  a 
small,  gravel  ramp.  In  addition,  both  the  inlet  and  outlet  are 
navigable.  Boats  can  enter  the  lake  from  the  Intermediate  River, 
where  there  is  a  private  marina  with  a  boat  ramp  located  at  the 
first  upstream  bridge.  Boat  access  is  also  available  from  the 
Grass  River  and  many  boats  use  this  waterway. 

Description  and  Habitat  Condition 
The approximate  sice  of  Lake  Bellaire  is  1,775  surface  acres.  It 
has  a  single  basin,  which  has  a  maximum  depth  of  about  95  feet 
and  an  average  depth  of  60  feet.  In  addition,  there  is  a  north 
arm which  is  fairly  shallow  (an  average  of  about  20  feet  deep). 
The shoal  area  is  quite  flat,  and  varies  in  width  from  60  to 
2,000  feet,  with  an  average  of  300-400  feet.  The  drop-off 
generally  occurs  at  about  5-10  feet  of  water,  and  the  slope  'is 
fairly  steep  to  very  steep. 

Lake  Bellaire  is  classified  as  a  coldwater  lake  due  to  its  water 
depth.  The  lake  stratifies,  and  oxygen  levels  remain  suitable 
below  the  thermocline.  Water  chemistry  analysis  indicates  oxygen 
levels  above  the  thermocline  of  7.0  to  9.6  ppm  and  below  the 
thermocline  of  4.0  to  6.0.  In  addition,  pH  has  been  measured  at 
8.5  and  methyl  orange  alkalinity  ranged  from  136  to  144  ppm. 


