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T h e  a t t a c h e d  l i s t  of f i s h  spe c i e s  r e p o r t e d  f r o m  the v a r i o u s  
s e c t i o n s  of the B o a r d m a n  R i v e r  wa s  oorapiled f r o m  MDNR, Univ. 
of M i c h i g a n  M u s e u m  of Zoology, a n d  U.S. P i s h  and W i l d l i f e  
r e c o r d s .  It is a c o n s e r v a t i v e  l i s t  and u n d o u b t a b l y  c o uld 
be e x p a n d e d 'w i t h  m o r e  sam p l i n g .  The s e e m i n g l y  s p a r c e  f i s h  . 
c o m m u n i t y  b e t w e e n  S a b i n  and B o a r d m a n  dams is the r e s u l t  of 
s a m p l i n g  bias, an d  does not n e c e s s a r i l y  r e f l e c t  l o w  f i s h  
s p e c i e s  d i v e r s i t y  i n  this reach.

Th e  M D N R  h a s  r e c e n t l y  c o m p l e t e d  s a m p l i n g  of B o a r d m a n  Lake. A 
g o o d  p o p u l a t i o n  of w a l l e y e s  n o w  e x ists there, a l t h o u g h  the lake 
is not h e a v i l y  f ished. This is p r o b a b l y  due to 1) t h e  o n l y  
r e c e n t  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the w a l l e y e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  2 ) the l a c k  
of e asy b o a t  an d  s h o r e l i n e  access, and 3 ) the t r a d i t i o n a l  
e m p h a s i s  o n  the G r a n d  T r a v e r s e  B a y  and upper* B o a r d m a n  R i v e r  
f i s h e r i e s .  ;

The mcsst r e c e n t  M D N R  s u r v e y  of u p s t r e a m  (above B r o w n  B r i d g e  
dam) w a s  d one i n  S e p t e m b e r - O c t o b e r  1976* The s a m p l i n g  f o u n d  
m o s t l y  b r o w n  trout, w i t h  o n l y  a f e w  b r o o k  tr o u t  p r e s e n t .

A d e t a i l e d  s u r v e y  of the u p p e r  B o a r d m a n  R i v e r  was d one b y  Wooer, 
a g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  at C.M.U. i n  197^* He f o u n d  171+6 b r o w n  
t r o u t  p e r  r i v e r  mile, 3I4.9 b e i n g  f i s h  o ver 10 inches. The 
B o a r d m a n  R i v e r  was f o u n d  to b e  no t  as p r o d u c t i v e  as the 
P e r e  M a r q u e t t e  or the AuSab l e ,  b u t  still rates as a fine 
b r o w n  t r o u t  stream.

The only angler survey conducted on the Bca°dman River was also 
done by Wooer in 1975* 0n the upper Boardman River he ‘found 
the brown trout catch rate to be 1.1 legal fish per hour, a 
very high figure when compared to other streams in Michigan.
No o t h e r  a n g l e r  s u r v e y s  h a v e  b e e n  c o n d u c t e d  on the B o a r d m a n  
River.

The f o l l o w i n g  are m y  p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  of the B o a r d m a n  R i v e r  
fishe r y ,  and are not b a s e d  o n  a n y  s c i e n t i f i c  s u r v e y  or sampling;

Th e  l o w e r  B o a r d m a n  R i v e r  is o p e n  to G r a n d  T r a v e r s e  B a y  an d  m a n y  
f i s h  s p e c i e s  come i n t o  the r i v e r  to f e e d  or spawn. Th e s e  species 
i n c l u d e  r a i n b o w  smelt, w h i t e  suckers, carp, coho and c h i n o o k  
salmon, and s t e e l h e a d  trout. T h e r e  is a r e s i d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  
of s m a l l m o u t h  bass, r o c k  bass, an d  m i n n o w s .  **

Th e  fall sport f i s h e r y  f o r  P a c i f i c  s a l m o n  is the m o s t  visible, 
b u t  the l o w e r  B o a r d m a n  is f i s h e d  y e a r  a r o u n d  for a v a r i e t y  of 
species. T h o u g h  no t  i m p o r t a n t  to the t o u r i s t  economy, a large 
n u m b e r  of c h i l d r e n  f i s h  the river, and this a s p e c t  of the f i s h e r y  
is a c o m m u n i t y  b e n e f i t  t hat s h o u l d  n o t  be o v e r l o o k e d .

The s p r i n g  w h i t e  s u c k e r  r u n  is f i s h e d  b y  c h i l d r e n  and adults, 
an d  t h o u g h  o v e r s h a d o w e d  by the m o r e  p o p u l a r  sp o r t  species,
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sucKers m i g h t  be c o n s i d e r e d  for p a s s a g e  o ver the p r o p o s e d  
U n i o n  Stre e t  f i d h  ladder.

The p o t e n t i a l  for a g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  r i v e r  sport f i s h e r y  
exists w i t h  the p l a n t i n g  of a d d i t i o n a l  a n a d r o m o u s  fi;hes 
in the l o w e r  r i v e r  and a d d i t i o n a l  a c cess p r o v i d e d  by the 
b o a r d w a l k .  •

Ab o v e  U n i o n  Street, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in B o a r d m a n  Lake, the f i s h e r y  
is p r o b a b l y  u n d e r _ u s e d .  A small b o a t  f i s h e r y  on B o a r d m a n  Lake 
b a s e d  on walleye, perch, pike, ard s u n f i s h e s  c o u l d  be d e v e l o p e d  
in the future.

The f i s h e r y  above B o a r d m a n  dam is b a s e d  on r e s i d e n t  b r o w n  trout. 
This is a w ell k n o w n  a r e a  to fly f i s h e r m e n .

V e r y  l i t t l e  s c i e n t i f i c  d a t a  ia a v a i l a b l e  on f i s h  p o p u l a t i o n s   ̂
o n  the B o a r d m a n  R i v e r  b e l o w  B r o w n  B r i d g e  dam, w i t h  the e x c e p t i o n  
of B o a r d m a n  Lake. Th e  a n g l e r  use of the r i v e r  is almost c o m p l e t e l y  
u n d o c u m e n t e d .  I s u g g e s t  that p r i o r  to i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the 
h y d r o  p r o j e c t  and as p a r t  of a f i s h e r y  m a n a g e m e n t  plan, a 
s e a s o n - l o n g  a n g l e r  s u r v e y  be conduc t e d .  This s u r v e y  can b e  
d e s i g n e d  t o . d o c u m e n t  b e f o r e  and a f t e r  c h a n g e s  in r i v e r  use, 
and tie any f u t u r e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c h a n g e s  w i t h  a n g l e r  use.

T h o m a s  M. K e l l y  -
8 S e p t e m b e r  19ol



"  N, Thomas M. Kelly
Marine Consultant

Fisheries September 2, 1981
Limnology
Resource Planning
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B e l o w  U n i o n  to S a b i n  to B o a r d m a n  to A b o v e
S p e c i e s  U n i o n  St. S a b i n  B o a r d m a n  B r o w n  B r idge B r o w n  Br.

1. Am. b r o o k  l a m p r e y X X X X
2. C h e s t n e t  l a m p r e y  „
3 . S e a  l a m p r e y  (e) X
4. B r o o k  trout X X
5. Lake trout p
6 . B r o w n  trout (e) X X X X X
7.. R a i n b o w / S t e e l h e a d  (e ) X X X X X

8 . A t l a n t i c  s a l m o n  (e) p
9.. Pink s a l m o n  (e) p

10. Coho s a l m o n  (e) X X

11. C h i n o o k  s a l m o n  (e) X
12. R a i n b o w  smelt (e) X

13. A l e w i f e  (e ) : X
l4. C e n t r a l  raudminnow X
1 5 # C a r p  (e) X
l6 . N. r e d b e l l y  d a c e X
17. F i n e s c a l e  d a c e X X X
18. B l a c k n o s e  dace ‘ X X X

19* G o l d e n  shiner X

20. C r e e k  c h u b X X

21. Pe a r l  d ace ~ X

22. B l u n t n o s e  m i n n o w X
23. B l a c k n o s e  s h i n e r X
24. C o m m o n  s h i n e r X X X

25. Sand s h iner X
2 6 . M i m i c . s h i n e r X

27. W h i t e  s u c k e r X X X X X

28. N o r t h e r n  pike X X

2 9 * B r o w n  b u l l h e a d X X

30. Yellow b u l l h e a d X
31. B a n d e d  k i l l l f l s h X

32. B rook s t i c k l e b a c k X X

33. N i n e s p i n e  s t i c k l e b a c k X

34. B l u e g i l l X

35* P u m p k i n s e e d X

3 6 . G r e e n  su n f i s h X

37. Rock bass X X X
3 8 . Large mouth bass X
39* S mall raouth ^ass X X
40. Yellow perch . X X
41. W a l l e y e p X
42. J o h n n y  d a r t e r X X
4 3 . Iowa d a r t e r X
44* M o t t l e d  s c u l p l n X
4 5 *  S l i m y  s c u l p i n X X X

x - r e p o r t e d  occ-urT'ence p - p o t e n t i a l  or p o s s i b l e  occurneinee ( e ) - e x o t i c  species
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DATE: 8 Sept. 1981 '

I h a v e  done some c h e c k i n g  w i t h  U.S. P i s h  and W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  
a n d  M D N R  staff r e g a r d i n g  the p o t e n t i a l  for sea l a m p r e y  p a s s a g e  
at the p r o p o s e d  U n i o n  S t r e e t  f i s h  ladder. The c o n c e n s u s  of 
o p i n i o n  is that a one foot r i s e  at e a c h  l a d d e r  s t e p ( a s  p r o p o s e d )  
c o m b i n e d  w i t h  a p r o j e c t i n g  m e t a l  lip w i l l  p r e v e n t  u p s t r e a m  
l a m p r e y  m o v e m e n t .

S m o o t h  m e t a l  lip
- 3 " w i d t h  m i n i m u m

Lip

‘1 1 r i s e


