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Orchids and other live plants provide a touch of 
nature all year.
See related story on page nine.
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Adopt-A-Family program 
brings cheer to many
Salvation Army 
program and 
NMC help 
families enjoy 
holiday
STACIE LEIGH BRANDT"
STAFF WRITER_____________

Shopping parties and wrap
ping parties are being held 
throughou t campus as 
NMC employees and stu
dents help make Christmas 
a happy occasion for fami
lies in need. "It's a chance 
for an office or an area to 
come together to provide 
C hristm as gifts and 
Christmas dinner to some 
families who would other
wise have very little come 
C hristm as D ay," Linda 
Booth, coordinator of the 
Salvation Army Adopt-A- 
Family at NMC, explained.

Since 1990, NMC

■ it’s a way of 
giving back 
...help received 
when I and my 
children 
needed it 
most.”

LINDA BOOTH
NMC ADOPT-A-FAMILY 

COORDINATOR

employees have sponsored 
165 families for a total of 697 
adults and children.

"I was a single mother at 
one tim e and realize the 
hardships some of thesê  fami
lies face. To me personally, 
it's a way of giving back or 
passing on some help I 
received when I and my chil

dren needed it most," Booth 
said. Many employees partici
pate because they enjoy 
helping families who are cur
rently in a less-fortunate posi
tion celebrate Christmas she 
added.

The Salvation Army 
assigns a family, without 
giving any names, to the 
adopting party and simply 
gives them  the fam ily 's 
Christmas wish list. Most of 
the item s asked for are 
practical th ings such as 
clothing or a winter jacket.

The Student G overn
ment Association and the 
housing office are an exam
ple of the Adopt-A-Family 
participants this year. SGA 
has allocated $200 to spend 
on gifts. The housing office 
personnel also plan to buy 
something out of their own 
pockets. The gifts will be 
picked up and distributed 
to the fam ily in tim e for 
Christmas.

Unwrapping Christmas presents
Gifts reveal true 
meaning of the 
season
WENDY TRNKA
STAFF W RITER__________________________

Christmas is coming. Mallory Jones 
knows what that means: time to make 
a donation to Goodwill.

"It's not out of the goodness of 
my heart," Jones, a waitress, said. "It's 
out of necessity." Every Christmas, 
Jon es receives "th e  m ost hideous  
clothing" from her mother. Not want
ing to hurt her m oth er's feelings, 
Jones keeps the gifts. And each year, 
the clothes sit unworn in her closet, 
until the holidays come once again.

Then, to prepare for the newest 
gifts, Jones makes a trip to Goodwill.

Like Jones, m any of us receive  
Christmas gifts that disappoint us, 
making us wonder what exactly the 
giver was thinking when they decided 
that this was the perfect gift for us.

Disappointment with a gift can be 
explained in many ways. We tend to 
expect others to put the same amount 
of thought, time and energy into our 
gift as we put into theirs, explained 
Sonja Olshove, NMC psychology pro
fessor. W hen people d o n 't, we 
become disappointed. Olshove also 
noted that gifts are a "validation of a 
relationship." The size, value, and sig-

“It was awful.
It had fur and daisies 
all over it.”

SHERI CASPERSON
GARDENER

nificance of a gift is like a statement of 
how the giver feels about us, said 
Olshove. No wonder we become dis
appointed if a gift isn't quite what we 
expected.

A gift that Sheri Casperson cer
tainly didn't expect was a pink coat. 
"It was aw ful," rem em bered  
Casperson, a gardener and nail techni
cian "It had fur and daisies all over 
i t ."  Eleven years old at th e tim e, 
Casperson cried until her parents  
agreed to exchange the coat. "I was a 
spoiled little  b ra t,"  ad m itted  
Casperson.

While some of us are "spoiled" 
enough to tell the giver that we don't 
like a gift, m any of us are not. We 
simply smile, thank the giver and 
then tuck the gift away. One such per
son is Phil Murphy, a writer and edi
tor.

Each year, Murphy gets a variety 
of cloth in g  from his m other. "It's  
never co tto n . It always has to  be 
polyester." Murphy always thanks his

mother, pretending to like the gifts. 
Then, shortly after the holidays, the 
clothing ends up at Goodwill.

Sometimes, however, pretending 
to like a gift can lead to serious conse
quences. The giver, believing that the 
receiver likes a present, m ay give 
something similar the next year, and 
the next, and the next.

A th em e m ay develop. M arta  
Jordan, a secretary, is a prime exam
ple. "One year I got a ceramic figure. 
It was a pastel carousel horse., totally 
not me,” related Jordan. "I pretended 
to love it. Now I have shelves full of 
ceram ic figures, and I can look for
ward to more this year."

Fortunately, n ot all people are 
plagued by theme gifts. Some, like Joe 
Bartnick, a restaurant manager, can
not even remember receiving a bad 
gift. "I always appreciate whatever I 
get," said Bartnick. "I've never had a 
bad gift."

W hether or not we have experi
enced the trauma of excitedly ripping 
the colorful paper off of a gift, only to 
find...well...not quite what we expect
ed, m ost of us look forw ard to  
Christmas. While we may be opening 
a pair of woolen underwear, a tasteless 
sweater, or any number of horrific 
things, opening a gift is a thrill in 
itself. And, despite the contents of the 
package, the fact th at the gift was 
given shows that the giver was think
ing of us.
Continued on page seven

“Sandbox” , the 
NMC Magazine, 
will be on the 
stands Tues.
See page three

Homeless for the 
holidays, 
for details. 
See page 12 
for related  
story.

We welcome your comments, suggestions, ideas for news stories and calendar items. Contact the White Pine Press at 922-1173 or email wpp@elmo.nmc.edu.
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Jrom the editor
Give a gift of civility
The holi
day season 
is a time for 
reflection 
as well as , 
for gift giv
ing. A 
meaningful 
gift that we 
could all

share would be the gift of civility. It 
is a gift that costs nothing but that is 
also all too rare. It is as much a gift 
to ourselves as it is to the recipients.

Road rage is a frequently used 
term to describe the rude and often 
dangerous behavior of those people 
behind the wheel who like to 
unleash their hostility upon their fel
low drivers. I suggest that life rage is

an all to common counterpart of this 
modern phenomenon.

There are as many excuses for it 
as there are people who try to justify 
their discourtesy. Haste, frustration, 
and busy schedules are often offered 
as excuses for rude words and angry 
attitudes. I suggest a grandiose sense 
of self-importance and an appalling 
lack of respect for others is actually 
to blame.

An excuse I recently heard was 
representative of this “me first" mind
set. The person who was less than 
civil claimed she was simply fulfilling 
a self-described passion for the activity 
in which she was engaged. I would 
argue that such self-indulgence is 
actually quite detrimental to all par
ties involved: the recipient of the

abuse; the hostile individual, who is 
unable to distinguish between appro
priate and inappropriate behavior; 
and the community of which both 
parties are a member. The defense of 
caring so much that you become abu
sive is far from logical.

Logic does not have much in 
common with road rage or life 
rage. But even the most passionate 
defender of ill-tempers may find 
that civility has its own rewards. 
History has shown that bullies and 
tyrants achieve results at their own 
expense. What they could have 
been is diminished by what they 
actually did.
IRENE T. KNAPP
EDITOR

Jrom our readers
What is the true cost of mowing?
A student at NMC wrote an article 
that was entitled "Manicured 
grounds or lower prices." 
Apparently this student didn't 
research this subject before writing 
this article. I'm not trying to start 
any battles or make any enemies, 
but I would like to add my two 
cents to this subject.

This student writes about 
the noise caused by the lawn 
care equipment and by the 
trucks. I remember being in 
public schools and the same 
noises were there too. Did this 
student have the same com 
plaints about other schools? I'm 
not a betting man, but I could 
bet that if you went to - lets 
see, hum - Yale or Harvard that 
these same noises would be 
there too.

There was mention of the

removal of the leaves and the height 
of the grass. This student suggests 
that Mother Nature would take care 
of the leaves, well this is true in the 
woods. If this student had done his 
research, he'd have learned that an 
excess of leaves is destructive. As for 
not cutting the grass, if you let it go 
you end up with pests; like mice, 
rats and snakes that could possible 
get into the buildings. Think of sit
ting in class and having a mouse run 
across your feet (not cool).

Now let's get to the cost. This 
student makes it sound like it costs 
a lot of money to do these jobs 
such as cutting grass, removing 
leaves and snow etc. Well it only 
costs students five dollars, that's it 
five dollars per student. People may 
wonder where I came up with this 
figure. Well I'll tell you, on page six 
of the "Spring 1998 Academic

Schedule of Classes" (a lot of 
research huh).

The thing that outraged me the 
most was when this student suggest
ed cutting grounds and mainte
nance by a few hours a week. The 
reason this outraged me was, well 
I'm not just a student at NMC, but 
also a student worker for grounds 
and maintenance. If they cut my 
hours, my paychecks would be 
smaller. Then my family would suf
fer. Then maybe I'd have to go on 
welfare, and then you'd complain 
about having to pay for that too. I'm 
not saying your opinion is right or 
wrong. All I'm saying is research 
your subjects a little more thorough
ly before voicing your opinion.
DAVID SHANDS II
NMC STUDENT/GROUNDS WORKER
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fjriefs Campus News
“Home for the Holidays”
An original Christmas musical revue featuring local 
performers will play at the Dennos Museum's 
Milliken Auditorium Dec. 5 and 6. Created by In 
Motion Productions, the show features eight 
singers and dancers and four musicians performing 
holiday music and dance. Life-size gingerbread 
cookies, Frosty, Rudolph, and audience participa
tion will be highlighted in this family show. The 
Friday show begins at 8 p.m. Saturday shows are at 
2 p.m. and 6 p.m. Tickets for the evening shows 
are $17 for adults; $10 for children 12 and under. 
Tickets for the matinee are $12 for adults and $7 
for children. Call the Dennos Museum box office 
at 922-1553 for ticket information

Registration update
Spring: final day for tuition payment is 
Wednesday, Jan. 7. Records office will be open 
until 7:00 p.m. Jan. 5 through Jan. 7 for the conve
nience of students. Final registration is Jan. 14. 
Semester begins Jan. 16.
Summer: schedules should be out Dec. 1. 
Registration begins Dec. 15. Payment deadline May 
26. Semester begins June 5.

Scholarship for Study Abroad
The National Security Education Program is offer
ing scholarships to undergraduates to pursue stud
ies abroad. The scholarships are available for up to 
$8,000 per semester or $16,000 per academic year. 
To be eligible, students must be undergraduates at 
a U.S. university, college, or community college. 
Scholarships are merit-based. Students may apply 
for study in the summer of '98, fall '98, and/or 
spring '99. Applications are due February 9, 1998. 
Call the NSEP office at (800) 618-NSEP for more 
information.

New Foundation members
The NMC Foundation Board of Directors has a new 
member. Barbara MacFarlane was appointed for a 
three-year term at the Nov. 24 meeting of the 
NMC Board of Trustees meeting. Two current 
members, Greg Seman and Ed Walker, were reap
pointed for three-year terms at the same meeting. 
Foundation officers for 1998 are Jean Howard, 
Chair; Ross Childs, First Vice Chair; Use Burke, 
Second Vice Chair; James Beckett, Secretary; and 
David Gray, Treasurer. The NMC Foundation was 
established in 1981 to lead in developing financial 
resources for the college.

Building Renamed
The NMC Board of Trustees has voted to rename 
the administration building at NMC. The building 
will be called the "Preston N. Tanis Building", in 
recognition of his extraordinary contributions to 
the college. Tanis is a former president of NMC.

Instructor Award Finalist
NMC pottery instructor, Michael Torre is a finalist 
for a "NICHE" Award in the categories of teapots 
and furniture. The "NICHE" Awards recognize the 
achievements of American craft artists who pro
duce work for stores and galleries. Winners will be 
announced on Feb. 15, 1998. Only 38 out of 1,000 
entries will be awarded. Torre won a "NICHE" 
award last year.

NMC supporters awarded
Arthur and Mary Schmuckal were the recipients of 
the "Benefactors Award" from the National 
Council for Resource Development for their sup
port of NMC. The Schmuckals were recognized at 
a banquet in Washington, D.C. on Nov. 21.
Arthur Schmuckal has served on the NMC 
Foundation, and as co-chair for the capital cam
paign for the NMC University Center.
Additionally, the Schmuckals have made contribu
tions to the NMC Museum Center Project, the 
University Center, and scholarship programs.

CLEP credits life learning
AMANDA VELDERMAN
STAFF WRITER

The spring sem ester is 
approaching fast. Students 
are signing up for th eir 
classes without knowledge 
of the credit options avail
able to them at NMC.

CLEP, C ollege-Level 
Exam ination  Program , 
helps students "reach their 
goals sooner by granting 
college credit for knowledge 
and expertise they have 
gained through prior study, 
independent study, cultural 
pursuits, or professional 
development."

According to the CLEP 
reg istration  form , CLEP 
turns 30 years old this year. 
It started with four partici
pants in 1967 and has 
grown to administer over 
four m illio n  exam s. 
However, not all colleges 
accept the results of the 
CLEP test, but NMC is one

of the 2,800 that do. The 
exam s adm inistered by 
CLEP are developed by the 
College Board and ETS with 
the help of college faculty 
from around the U.S.

Students interested in 
taking a CLEP test need to 
first inquire in the Registrar's 
office where lists of compe
tencies/objectives for the 
course are given out. The 
student uses this list to eval
uate him or herself. Once 
the student has handed in 
the application, the instruc
tor issuing the exam is 
informed. He has tpn days to 
write a test and give it to the 
student. He grades it and 
either issues a Q or NQ for 
the course. Retaking the test 
is not expected or encour
aged, according to the NMC 
guidlines for the exam.

Fees for individual tests 
vary depending on the stu
dent. For in -d istrict stu
dents, $30 per contact hour

is needed. For out-of-dis- 
trict students, $45 per con
tact hour are needed. 
However, if the tests are 
passed, the student needs 
only pay $5 per credit hour 
for the course passed.

Once the test is com 
pleted and graded, the cred
its are put on the student's 
permanent record as trans
fer credits.

Though the tests are 
more work for the instruc
tors, Carol Taberski, the 
Record and R egistration 
Coordinator, states that, 
"In this day and age, I feel 
NMC must be open to this. 
People are busy. They are in 
a hurry to get their degree." 
She says the many options 
of the CLEP exams to be a 
great opportunity for stu
dents. Not only can they 
accum ulate credits, but 
they can be used to deter
m ine p lacem ent or earn 
exemption.

Subject Examinations
Accounting, Principles of 
Algebra, College 
Algenra-Trigonometry, College 
American Government 
American Literature 
Analyzing and Interpreting Literature 
Biology, General 
Business Law, Introductory 
Calculus with Elementary Functions 
Chemistry, General 
Compostition, Freshmen College 
Educational Psychology,
Introduction 
English Literature 
French Language, College Level 
German Language, College Level 
History of the United States I: Early 
Colonizations to 1877

Offered by CLEP
History of the United States II: 1865 
to the present
Human Growth and Development 
Information Systems and Computer 
Applications
Macroeconomics, Principles of 
Management, Principles of 
Marketing, Principles of 
Microeconomics, Principles of 
Psychology, Introductory 
Sociology, Introductory 
Spanish Language, College Level 
Trigonometry 
Western Civilization I:
Ancient Near East to 1648 
Western Civilization II:
1648 to the Present

Employment web connects
A new service provided by 
NMC connects employers 
to job  hunters on the 
Worldwide Web. Created 
by Career and Student 
Employment Services, the 
web site allows employers 
to browse profiles of indi
viduals seeking work. The

service will help qualified 
people who are seeking 
em ploym ent in N orth
western Lower Michigan. 
The site is located  on 
NMC's hom e page at 
h ttp :/ / w w w .n m c .e d u . 
Under "D irectory  of 
Services", select "Jobs-

Northwest Michigan Em
ploym ent In fo rm ation ", 
th en  "Em ployers, View 
Prospective Em ployees 
Here". To submit a profile 
as a job  seeker, co n tact 
G ordon Grimm  at 922- 
1120.

NMC Magazine to hit stands
"Sandbox," a literary arts 
m agazine produced by 
NMC students and staff will 
be distributed Tuesday.

Creative stories, poetry, 
essays along with 3-dimen
sional and 2-dim ensional 
art using a variety of medi
ums are included in the 
publication.

Editors Sue Boonstra, 
Japiya Bums, Leah Langusch, 
and Jamie Overbaugh state

that the purpose of the mag
azine is to highlight out
standing work by the student 
body of NMC.

Art D irectors Mandy 
Gates, Doug Rose, Cathy 
Schwind, Karen Schwind, 
and Jim Smith collaborated 
on the magaziner's design. 
"U ltim ately, it's you, the 
reader, we hope to engage. 
Hopefully, you will discover 
a precious wealth of talent

that exists withon our own 
com m u nity ," the design 
team states.

Jo e  D ionne, English 
instructor and Jill Hinds, 
Humanities discipline chair, 
were the faculty advisers for 
the magazine which is pub
lished every semester.

The m agazine is free 
and w ill be available at 
new stands th rou ght the 
campus.
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Advice

BOB DEDERICHS
ADJUNCT FACULTY

Point of Law
Partner Took 
Out Loan

A 5wer:

< m

While I was on a vacation, 
my business partner acted 
alone and got a $6,000 loan 
from our bank. He used the 
money to buy a new com
puter for our o ffice . We 
don't need it. We have a 
written partnership agree
ment against bank loans. Is 
this loan binding on me?

Yes.
Your partnership agree

m ent is only binding on 
you and your partner. If the 
bank was not aware of that 
clause in the agreement, the 
loan is personally binding 
on both partners.

By law, the partners are 
required to file a partner
ship certifica te  with the 
county clerk. The bank 
retains a copy in their file. 
The certificate shows the 
nam es of the partners. 
Each partner in a sales busi
ness has the authority to 
obtain  business loans. 
Exam ples are loans for

inventory and equipment.
If your partner has 

caused a loss to your part
nership, you may claim a 
breach . You can require 
him  to pay all, or more 
than one-half, of the loan, 
depending on the circum
stances.

One should select a 
business partner with care. 
A mistake by one partner 
usually injures all the part
ners.
Bob Dederichs is a local attorney 
who has been teaching at NMC 
sin ce 1978. He is an ad jun ct 
in stru ctor in the business and  
humanities divisions. His column 
answers lega l questions. I f  you  
have a lega l question, w rite to 
Bob a t 410 South Union, 
Traverse City, MI 49684 or send 
E-mail to: ag039@tra.verse.lib.mi 
L egal resea rch  links can be 
accessed on Bob’s NMC faculty 
home page at: 
http:llnmc. edu/ bdederic!

■Your Next Degree Is 
Closer Than^bu Think!

Serving the Greater Grand Traverse Region Since 1978

LOOK WHAT FERRIS BRINGS TO TRAVERSE CITY
TEN PROGRAMS FOR FULL-TIME OR PART-TIME LEARNERS:

College o f  Allied Health Sciences 
Nursing (BS)
I Icalth Care Systems Administration (BS)

College o f  Arts and Sciences 
Social Work (BS)

College o f  Education
Secondary T eacher Education (BS) 
C areer Sc Technical Education (MS)

College o f  Business
Accountancy (BS)
Business Administration (BS)
Business Administration (M aritime) 
Com puter Inform ation Systems (BS) 
Information Systems M anagem ent (MS) 
International Business (Certificate)

mailto:ag039@tra.verse.lib.mi


Reviews

Genesis revisited offers balanced insanity

DYLAN STRYZYNSKI
STAFF WRITER_____________

“W atcher of the Skies: 
Genesis Revisited by Steve 
Hackett" is a breath of fresh 
air for any one who has 
been, well. . . disappointed 
with most of Genesis' out
put through the past 20 
years.

Twenty years is a long 
tim e and although many 
have forgotten and more 
still have never been aware 
of it, it was in the early 
1970's, long before hits like 
"Land of Confusion" and 
the ridiculous "I C an 't 
Dance" were on the hori
zon, that one of the 1980's 
most successful pop bands 
was producing its best 
music.

Originally, Genesis was 
fronted by a young Peter 
Gabriel. Phil Collins, the 
annoying front-man of the 
future, played drums, not 
unlike today's line-up. Tony

However, 
Genesis 
balanced the 
pretentious 
nature of the 
genre with an 
odd quirkiness 
attributable 
mostly to the 
cheerful 
insanity of 
Peter Gabriel.

Banks and Mike Rutherford 
played keys and bass respec
tively. And to round out the 
ensem ble was a young, 
highly inventive guitarist 
named Steve Hackett.

W ith this line up, the 
band produced five expan
sive albums of a somewhat 
baroque nature. This was 
progressive rock very much 
in the same vain as Yes and

ELP, however, Genesis bal
anced the pretentiou s 
nature of the genre with an 
odd quirkiness attributable 
m ostly to the cheerfu l 
insanity of Peter Gabriel.

The history of Genesis 
could be an entire article in 
itself, so to make a long 
story short, Peter Gabriel 
left and eventually achieved 
mega stardom. Two albums 
later Steve Hackett left and 
the band basically became 
lame. Hackett did carry on 
as a solo atist and later as a 
member of GTR along with 
Yes guitar man SteVe Howe.

I believe that Hackett 
has never really been given 
the recognition he deserves. 
He has a unique, classically 
flavored musical voice that 
has never recorded any
thing which seemed trite or 
even boring. Most impor
tantly it should be noted 
that the "two handed tap
ping" style credited to Eddie 
VanHalen was pioneered by 
Steve Hackett and can be 
heard on the 1971 release 
"N ursery C rym e," seven 
years before Van Halen.

Today, rather than pro
duce an album's worth of

Siskel Flicks Picks
GENE SISKEL
CPS

Our FLICK OF THE WEEK is 
"ALIEN RESURREC
TION," the fourth in the 
m eta l-teeth  and slim e 
series, w ith Sigourney 
W eaver's tou gh-as-nails 
Ripley character having 
been cloned from drops of 
her blood follow ing her 
self-sacrificing death in the 
third film.

But forget the plot, 
please. The filmmakers cer
tainly don't care about any
th in g  but presenting a 
parade of gooey, grisly 
m om ents w ith the snap- 
ping-turtle-head-like alien 
creatures popping out of 
host bodies and hissing 
beh ind  glass walls. And 
when the little  and big 
aliens a ren 't attacking, 
there is no rest for the 
weary moviegoer, because a 
team of screaming drunk 
space bandits plots to use 
the m onsters to  its own 
end. The result is a film in 
w hich the hum ans and 
creatures com pete to see 
who can shriek the loudest. 
R. *  i

FAIRY TALE:
A TRUE STORY.
This children's story is real
ly aimed at a more adult 
audience, telling the fanci
ful account of an incident

The filmmakers 
certainly don’t 
care about 
anything but 
presenting a 
parade of 
gooey, grisly 
moments.

in 1917 England where a 
couple of little girls claimed 
to have seen pixies in a 
stream  near a relative 's  
hom e. Photographs are 
taken and published, and 
some of the leading lights 
of the day, including Sir 
Arthur C onan Doyle 
becam e involved in the 
ensuing investigation. The 
film argues that we need 
illusions as much as reality, 
but that notion is obviously 
pitched at an older audi
ence. Younger children, in 
my opinion, will not under
stand this film. PG. ★  ^

FAST, CHEAP 
& OUT OF CONTROL.
Errol Morris' weird investi
gation of m en obsessed 
with controlling animals — 
everything from a fixated 
legendary lion-tamer to an 
in-home model of a exotic 
mammal's habitat. If there

is a point to the material, it 
may be as simple as this: 
Man d oesn 't realize just 
how silly he can be in try
ing to find order in life.
PG. *  *  *  >

MIDNIGHT 
IN THE GARDEN 
OF GOOD AND EVIL.
Director Clint Eastwood's 
beautifully realized treat
m ent of the b est-se llin g  
book about high crimes and 
misdemeanors in Savannah, 
Ga., society. W hat I like 
about "Midnight" is that if 
you eliminated the center
piece of the story — a mur
der trial involv ing a 
w ealthy w heeler-dealer 
accused of killing his male 
lover — the picture still 
works. Also noteworthy is 
the lead perform ance by 
Kevin Spacey as a slick, 
monied effete who lives in 
a lavish home that covers a 
city block, and is as kinky 
as he is charm ing. Jo h n  
Cusack co-stars as a writer 
assigned to do a magazine 
sketch on the high-society 
Christmas party hosted by 
Spacey's character each 
year. Before long, he's call
ing his literary agent and 
begging to w rite a book 
about the crime story. 
r .  *  J*T *  *

(RATINGS: The m ovies listed  
above are rated according to the 
follow ing key: 4 stars — excel
lent; 3 stars — good; 2 stars — 
fair; 1 star — poor.)

new material, Hackett has 
put together an album of 
great old Genesis stuff, re
envisioned by himself and 
featuring a who's who of 
great players such as Tony 
Levin, Bill Bruford and John 
Wetton.

The list goe on aftd 
includes the Royal P h il
harmonic Orchestra used to 
great effect particularly on 
the classic "Watcher of the 
Skies." The music is, for the 
most part, excellent, new 
versions of moldy songs like 
"Dance on a Volcano" and

"The Fountain of Salmacis" 
really shine from the new 
treatments.

Actually there are two 
"new" songs, one, "Valley 
of the Kings," is an unheard 
earlier Genesis piece, and 
"Waiting Room Only" is an 
abstract im provisational 
piece inspired by "The 
Waiting Room" from Peter 
G abriel's last Genesis 
album , "The Land Lies 
Down on Broadway.”

The bottom line: If your a 
fan of Genesis or Progressive 
Rock, check it out.
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Meet WPP Staff

Students go pro, gaming online for cash, 
endorsements

(CPS) You're guilty—admit 
it. You've gone to the com
puter lab, planning to fin
ish that darn paper, only to 
find yourself surfing, chat
ting and playing games on 
the Internet.

But d o n 't be too 
ashamed. If you're playing 
the right games and you've 
got skills, you could be on 
your way to making a for
tune.

Need proof? Consider 
20-year-old Dennis Fong of 
Berkeley, C alif. Fong's 
online gaming skills have 
earned him  m ore than  
$100,000 dollars, endorse
ment deals—even a Ferrari.

"My parents used to say 
com puter gam ing was a 
waste of time, that I should 
go study," Fong said. "Not 
anymore. They can't really 
say anything now that I've 
brought home a Ferrari."

Fong is a member of the 
Professional Gam er's 
League, or-PGL, created in 
O ctober by the Total 
E n tertainm ent Network.

TEN is a game service on 
the Net th at provides a 
forum  for players from 
across the nation to com 
pete against one another in 
popular com puter games 
that were once played solo, 
such as Quake and Red 
Alert. The PGL is the com
pany's bold attem pt to 
bring online gaming to the 
ranks of professional sports.

The inaugural season 
kicked off in November. 
Garth Chouteau, spokesper
son for the league, said 
hundreds of college stu
dents from  across the 
United States are jumping 
on board.

"W e got kids leaving 
school work behind left and 
right to play this th ing," 
Chouteau said. "Some are 
dropping out all together. 
They are finding they can 
finally make a living doing 
something they love."

Just like in the National 
Basketball Association and 
the N ational Football 
League, the "cyberathletes"

“They can’t 
really say 
anything now 
that I’ve 
brought home 
a Ferrari.”

DENNIS FONG
PROFESSIONAL GAMER’S 

LEAGUE MEMBER

in the PGL have agents and 
trading cards. Referees man 
the games and C om 
missioner Nolan Bushnell, 
the founder of Atari, keeps 
guard over the le a g u e -  
making sure endorsement 
deals and player disputes 
don't get out of hand.

"We're legitimate. We've 
got all the positives and 
none of the negatives of 
other professional sports," 
Chouteau said. "No TV 
time-outs, no boring half- 
time shows, no rain delays."

Oh, yeah. And there's 
no need for cyberathletes to 
lace up athletic shoes and 
break a sweat.

Even PGL's playing 
schedules are modeled after 
the NFL and NBA. The first 
season includes a series of 
qualifying rounds, which 
w ill lead to playoffs. 
Finally, eight players will be 
flow n to New York next 
year to com pete in the 
Superbowl of Internet gam
ing. Prizes and cash for the 
inaugural season are valued 
at more than $250,000.

Ross Wigdor, a sopho
more at Carnegie Mellon in 
Pittsburgh, Pa., is one of the 
best Quake players in the 
league. If Wigdor continues 
playing like he has been, he 
stands to rake in some big 
money. But Wigdor, who is 
identified  on lin e by the 
name "Jokey Smurf," said 
getting to the pro level takes 
many hours of practice.

/You don't have to dis
cipline yourself to practice," 
Wigdor said. "If anything, I 
have to be careful not to 
take too much time away 
from  studying. I usually

spend about three hours a 
day playing, but I imagine 
that will have to increase 
when we get deeper into 
the season."

Wigdor knows that the 
potential to earn serious 
money in the PGL exists, 
but he's not ready to ditch 
school yet. "If the league 
grows, cyberathletes stand 
to do well and I would con
sider doing it professional
ly," he said. "But there is 
always a chance that fans 
won't buy into it, and the 
endorsement deals would 
fade away."

Bridget Fitzgerald, a 
freshman studying music at 
The Juillard School in New 
York, agrees. Fitzgerald, a.k.a. 
"Tonka" online, is consid
ered one of the best female 
Quake players in the nation. 
Tem pting as it may be, 
Fitzgerald said she wouldn't 
give up school for Quake.

"If a career happens to 
evolve out of this that would 
be great,'' she said. "But to 
me, my music always comes 
first, and my mother would 
be very upset if I choose 
Quake over the viola."
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Dorm mom loves all her children
Resident hall custodian still cleaning after 30 years

Thelma R. Gray, custodian
PHOTO BY LAURIE RENEE HUNDT

IRENE T. KNAPP
EDITOR______________________

She's seen panty raids, jockey 
raids and a Volksw agon 
Beetle parked in the student 
u n ion . Her assessm ent of 
those pranksters of yesteryear 
is surprising. "Messy? No, I 
wouldn't say that, those kids 
were cleaner than the ones 
they have now."

Thelma R. Gray, custodi
an, has seen students come 
and go during the 30 years 
she has served at NMC. 
"Sh e 's  very d ed icated  to 
making the resident halls a 
positive place," Chet Janik, 
D irector o f C ollege 
O u treach , said. "N M C is 
m ore th an  ju st a jo b  for 
Thelma, for her it's her life."

" I started in the kitchen 
in ' 66 or ' 67 - it's hard to 
rem em ber after all th ese 
y ea rs ,"  G ray said. She 
w orked for a co m p an y  
called Zabel that provided 
cafeteria service for NMC.

“She was a real 
sweetheart.
We all called 
her Mom.”

kathiTv a n y
EAST HALL RESIDENT IN

‘67

In  Ju n e  o f 1 9 6 7 she 
began what she describes as 
the career that truly pleases 
her. East Hall housing was- 
for "girls" and that called 
for a w om an to  clean  in  
that area.

" I was the first woman 
hired for NMC's cleaning 
staff," Thelma remembered. 
" I was ca lled  a m a tro n . 
There were separate dorms 
and the girls had a curfew," 
she said. "There were bed 
checks every night."

"She was a real sweet
heart," Kathi Ivany, an East 
Hall resident in '67, remem
bered. "W e all called  her 
Mom."

Back then the resident 
students had no refrigera
tor, no  TVs, and no 
microwaves. They did have 
Thelm a who would clean 
their bathroom s and even 
replenish the toilet paper.

She did have stu d en t 
helpers and was responsible 
for all of East Hall. Now she 
works in West Hall and still 
enjoys her duties.

" I like working with the

Christmas presents
Continued from page one

V ern a B artn ick , an artist and restau ran t ow ner, 
recalled a gift given to her many years ago by one of her 
sons. "My son one year gave me a clock that looked like a 
Bible," said Bartnick. "It was awful art. I still have it, 
though, and I grew to like it, because I appreciated the 
thought."

After all, it is the thought that counts when it comes 
to gifts. Christmas is about showing that we care for oth
ers. Usually, this is expressed in  the form of presents. 
Thus, whether we receive the perfect gift or the not so per
fect gift, the p rettily wrapped present under the tree 
means that someone was thinking of us, and that some
one cares about us. And that's what Christmas is all about.

students, that's what kept 
me here all th ese y ears," 
she said. " I seem to under
stand them and I've always 
worked with students."

G ray u n d erstan d s 
young people as she has 
two ch ildren  of her own, 
Pauline and George. George 
is currently attending NMC.

Jan ik  who has worked 
closely with Gray for many 
years thinks he knows the 
secret to her happiness at 
NMC. "The key is she loves 
the contact," he explained. 
"E very  year is d iffe re n t. 
There are new people every 
Fall. Think how many peo- 
p le she has m et over 30 
years,"

Gray was honored  on 
her 3 0 th  anniversary last 
spring when SGA presented 
her with a plaque and had a 
party for her.

DAVENPORT
Traverse City/University Center

NMC
University

Center

Opening New Doors

Bachelor’s Degree Programs
Marketing 

Management 
Business Studies 

w/ Technical Specialties in Management or Marketing 
(very accepting o f thechnical degree transfer credits)

Winter Term Begins 
Monday, January 12th

CLASS DAY TIME
Corporate Finance Monday 6:00pm - 9:25pm
Small Business Management Monday 6:00pm - 9:25pm
Leadership Monday 6:00pm - 9:25pm
College Algebra Tuesday 6:00pm - 9:25pm
Customer Service T  uesday 6:00pm - 9:25pm

and Relationship Strategies
Principles of Marketing Wednesday 6:00pm - 9:25pm
Business Research &  Analysis Wednesday 6:00pm - 9:25pm
W riting about Literature Wednesday 6:00pm - 9:25pm
Accounting for Managers Thursday 6:00pm - 9:25pm
Marketing Communications Thursday 6:00pm - 9:25pm
Interdisciplinary Seminar Saturday 9:30am - 4:30pm

Every other week January 12th - March 21st

Call Today
to schedule your classes

922-1740
White pine Press December 5, 1997 Page 7



Campus Quotes
Before a big test, what do you do that might be considered superstitious?

AARON HEUSER
PHYSICS MAJOR

"I don't study. Studying makes me 
mess up. I watch a lot of movies, 
then eat cornflakes."

ERIC TENGELITSCH
ENGINEERING-MICH.TECH

"Nothing, I just eat a good break- 
fast. Studying confuses you."

ADRIAN PIERCE
PARKS & RECREATION

" I b low  my nose, stand on one 
foot, and caw like a bird. It gets the 
brain waves going."

MISSY MILLER
INTERPRETING

" I really don't do anything. I just 
study."

Invoking the gods of good luck
CPS - Finals week means 
it's time to study, eat too 
much (or too little), freak 
out and indulge in a little 
ritualistic behavior.

W hen  it's  exam time, 
students around the nation 
report th e y 'l l  try a lm ost 
anything to invoke the gods 
of good luck.

"O n e  stu d en t rubs a 
redhead before taking a test. 
Another writes to her moth
er before every test or 'she is 
cursed.' Still another stu
dent reported that she does 
not take a shower during 
finals  w eek ,"  says Jam es  
Farmer, public information 
officer at Lamar California 
C o m m u n ity  C ollege  in 
Lamar, Colo.

O th e rs  take a m ore  
simple approach. " I pray a 
l i t t le  m o r e ,"  says M ike, 
who's on the staff of the 
Orion student newspaper 
at C a l i f o r n ia  S ta te  
University, Chico.

Believe it or not, a little 
ritual or two actually might 
help you pass that exam, 
says George Howard, a pro-

"One student 
rubs a red
head before 
taking a test."

JAMES FARMER
PUBLIC INFORMATION 

OFFICER 
LAMAR CALIFORNIA 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

fessor of p sy ch o lo g y  at 
Notre Dame University in 
South Bend, Ind.

"You want to do every
th in g  you can to be pre
pared, and if th a t  m eans 
walking on the right side of 
something, then you're pre
pared," he explains.

Engaging in such rituals 
also can put a student in a 
good frame of mind, which 
is crucial for good test-tak- 
ing, Howard says.

At many colleges, finals- 
week superstitions and ritu
als have been elevated to 
campus tradition. Here's a 
sample of some of the ritu

als that superstitious stu
dents indulge in year after 
year:

The sm ell o f success. 
Te st-takers at C olorad o  
E le c tro n ic  C o m m u n ity  
College are encouraged to 
wear a fragrance th ey 've  
never worn before  while 
studying, then wear it again 
while taking the final. "This 
actually works; our sense of 
smell evokes the strongest 
and most vivid memories," 
says college president Mary 
Beth Susman.

"Of course on exam day 
the whole classroom smells 
like a fancy whorehouse," 
she adds.

The primal scream. At 
9 p.m. the Sunday before 
finals, the 8,000 or so stu
d en ts  at N o r th w e s te rn  
U n iv e rs ity  in E v a n sto n ,  
Ill., throw open their win
dows and scream  at th e  
top of their lungs. It's been 
g o in g  on  " s in c e  t im e  
immemorial," says Stefani 
Sarvadi, adding th a t  stu
dents off-campus let it all 
out, too.

The p e tt in g  zoo. A 
water fountain at Ball State 
University, M uncie, Ind., 
holds a statue of a small 
ch ild  h o ld in g  a frog. 
Stud ents  rub th e  ch ild 's  
nose before taking a final 
for good luck. Similarly, stu
dents at Miami University 
in Ohio pet the little turtles 
that decorate a sundial on 
cam pus for good luck. 
"T h ose  turtles  have very 
polished heads," remarks 
Claire W agner of the  
school's news bureau.

Watch your step. Miami 
U n iv ers ity  s tud en ts  also 
avoid a metal seal embed
ded in concrete in the mid
dle of campus if they want 
to  pass th e ir  first  f in a l.  
"Som e people press their 
luck and jum p on it, but 
m ost people stay aw ay ,” 
says M elissa  M orris, a 
Miami University graduate. 
Likewise, students at Bowl
ing  G reen  U n iv ers ity  in 
Bowling Green, Ohio, walk 
on th e  r ig h t s id e of th e  
school seal for luck.

Light a candle about it.

A grotto on campus at 
N otre  D am e U n iv ers ity ,  
Sou th  Bend, Ind .,  gets a 
heavy w o rk o u t during  
exam  week, says D en nis  
Moore, director of public 
re la tio n s  for th e  sch o o l.  
Students can light a candle 
if th ey  wish, and during 
f in a ls  week th e  sh r in e  
blazes, Moore says.

" It 's  n ot superstition, 
th o u g h ,"  he p o in ts  out. 
"Eighty-five percent of our 
students are C atholic and 
they've been raised to turn 
to prayer when they need 
to get through something."

Eggstra cred it .  P ro 
fessors  at O g le th o rp e  
University in Atlanta cook 
and serve breakfast to stu
d en ts  th e  n ig h t  b e fo re  
finals week.

"Everybody enjoys the 
fun and stress-re lief  this  
time provides," says Randy 
Robertson of the school's  
public relations office.

The same goes at Berry 
College, Rome, Ga. ,  where 
administrators serve breakfast 
to students at 9 the night 
before finals....the same time 
NU students are screaming 
out their windows.



F e a ture
Beauty is its own reward 
and its employer's, too
A  I  I  _ I t i r /-\ * • + *-v"i 4*rv s~\ >Attractive 
people
often earn more 
than average 
looking people 
and
benefit their 
employer 
as well
Knight-Ridder Newspapers - 
Attractive people make 
more money for their com
panies than their homelier 
colleagues do, according to 
a recent study dubbed 
" Beauty and Business 
Success," by economists 
Daniel Hamermesh of the 
University of Texas at 
Austin and Jeff Biddle of 
the University of Michigan.

But the authors caution 
against overreacting to the 
data. 'I f the choice is 
between getting plastic 
surgery or going to college, 
by all means go to college," 
Biddle said. "A whole lot of 
things contribute to pro
ductivity, of which attrac-

" Attractive peo
ple are treated 
better from the 
word 'go'. 
Attractive 
babies are 
treated better 
than unattrac- 
tive babies."

JEFF BIDDLE
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

tiveness is only one part."
The two economists have 

spent many years researching 
the relationship between 
pretty faces and the labor 
market. A previous study, 
published four years ago by 
the two economists, found 
that attractive people tend to 
earn 5 percent more than 
those with average looks.

"The question that arises 
is: Why does this happen? 
One possibility is discrimi
nation against unattractive 
people. Another possibility 
is that attractive people are

worth more to employers," 
Biddle said.

One way to find out if 
better-looking workers 
earned their extra pay was 
to measure whether firms 
with more attractive work
ers did better than similar 
firms with fewer good-look
ing workers.

So the researchers stud
ied 289 Dutch advertising 
agencies, gathering 1,282 
black-and-white photos of 
management teams for each 
agency the people most 
responsible for running the 
agency and dealing with 
clients and customers.

Six-member panels of 
mixed age and gender rated 
each photograph on a scale 
of one to five (where one 
was homely, three was aver
age and five was strikingly 
handsome or beautiful).

While beauty is often 
considered to be in the eye 
of the beholder, there was 
general agreement among 
the raters as to who was 
attractive and who wasn't.

"We found that in most 
cases, firms with more 
attractive boards had higher 
revenues," Biddle said. The

study also provided evi
dence that suggests the 
value of attractive employ
ees exceeds the extra pay 
they receive.

The study doesn't state 
why firms with more attrac
tive people at the top did 
better. But customer inter
action probably plays a 
major role, Biddle said.

That's true in the service 
industry as well, he said.

In certain businesses, 
such as high-end clothing 
stores and fancy restau-' 
rants, customers might pre
fer attractive employees. 
"You probably want to be 
waited on by someone who 
is attractive," and for the 
owner, a beautiful employ
ee helps "to move more 
product," he said.

"By hiring attractive 
wait-staff, you're gaining 
happier customers and 
that would be good for 
the employer."

The Dallas area's J.C. 
Penney Co. said it values 
personality, appearance and 
grooming over mere good 
looks. "Just to look separate
ly at how attractive they 
are? That would not be our 
No. 1 criteria, " said Penney's 
spokesman Duncan Muir.

Attractive people might 
also bring other qualities to 
work that, benefit their 
employer, Biddle said.

"Attractive people are 
treated better from the 
word 'go.' Attractive babies 
are treated better than 
unattractive babies. They 
become a little more confi
dent, assertive. By the time 
an attractive person reach
es the work-force stage, 
they may have more attrac
tive skills leadership skills, 
for example."

All is not lost for those 
lacking in facial symmetry 
and impressive bone struc
ture. Biddle acknowledges 
that more and more business 
is conducted over the phone, 
where looks don't matter.

But that does raise 
another question: Do people 
with beautiful voices per
form better than those with 
average-sounding voices?

Stay tuned.

Winter blooms
IRENE T. KNAPP
EDITOR

Does an orchid or other live 
plant make winter a little 
more tolerable? "I wouldn't 
say, from a medical perspec
tive, that it would improve 
your disposition, but I love 
plants and I think we all 
need to see something 
growing and living in these 
stark conditions," Pat 
Salathiel, NMC Health 
Service Director, said.

"SAD is a true sun depri
vation disorder. For those 
folks there are lights that 
can be used for about one

half hour a day," she added.
A walk in a greenhouse is 

another great way to get back 
in touch with the warmer 
side of nature. "A lot of peo
ple come in to browse at our 
greenhouses," Patty Majszak, 
flower designer for Teboe 
Florist, said. Teboe's green
houses are for their blooming 
plants which they raise 
themselves. "We raised 1,500 
this year," Majszak said.

Growing your own 
plants is another option. 
Some of the easiest to grow 
are Philodendrens and 
Pothos. They thrive on low 
light and let you know

when they're ready to be 
watered. "A lot of people 
like plants that start to 
droop a little when they 
need water," Majszak said.

Easy to care for flower
ing plants include the 
Peace Lily and Cyclamins. 
Orchids are among the 
most dramatic flowering 
plants. "They're not real 
fussy to grow," Majszak 
explained, "they do require 
some special care such a 
light, water and fertilizer." 
Orchids bloom once a year 
depending on their age and 
type. Violets keep their 
blossoms for a long time 
although they also go 
through a non-blooming 
cycle.
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Larger Pell Grants possible
Congress 
Funds Student 
Aid, Helps 
Working 
Students
(CPS) College students 
could receive larger Pell 
Grants and remain eligible 
for aid even if they work 
under legislation set for 
approval in Congress.

The measure endorsed 
by House and Senate leaders 
should result in more funds 
for Pell Grants and more 
realistic eligibility standards 
for working students, say 
student leaders. The full 
House and Senate are 
expected to approve the leg
islation and forward the 
measure on to the president.

The most needy students 
could receive maximum 
grants of $3,000 a year, up 
from $2,700 currently. If 
enacted into law, this new 
level also would represent a 
gain of more than $500 in 
the maximum grant during 
the past two years.

"This is a step 
in the right 
direction, but 
we need to 
see further 
expansion."

ERICA
ADELSHEIMER

LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR 
UNITED STATES STUDENT 

ASSOCIATION

Lawmakers also set 
aside about $400 million to 
address a tricky eligibility 
problem that critics say dis
courages college students 
from working to raise 
money for their education. 
Under current law, inde
pendent students who do 
not rely on family contribu
tions can earn only $3,000 
annually before they begin 
to lose Pell Grant benefits.

The new bill would raise 
this threshold to $4,250. 
Independent students who

are married or have children 
could earn up to $7,250 and 
remain eligible for the feder
al grant program.

Dependent students also 
begin to lose access when 
they earn more than $1,750 
a year. That amount would 
increase to $2,200 under the 
new plan, advocates say.

These gains are impor
tant, though Congress still 
must do more to address the 
issue, student leaders say. 
"This is a step in the right 
direction, but we need to see 
further expansion to see that 
independent and dependent 
students have access," said 
Erica Adelsheimer, legisla
tive director for the United 
States Student Association 
(USSA).

USSA and other educa
tion groups wanted 
Congress to return to old 
rules that governed inde
pendent and dependent 
students before 1992. 
Under that formula, a 
dependent student could 
earn $4,250 and remain 
fully eligible for Pell, while 
an independent student 
could make $6,400 a year.

Wrapping paper 
has life of it’s own

BILL MILLIGAN
GUEST COLUMNIST_________

■j* V •

Every Christmas I get at 
least a couple of presents 
from friends and/or relatives 
who consider wrapping 
paper to have the same 
intrinsic value as, say, pluto
nium, or a even a limited 
edition Beanie Baby.

To these well meaning 
souls, wrapping paper is 
something to be saved, 
hoarded, and piled in the 
closet along with orna
ments, decorations, in-laws, 
and fruit cake until it can be 
reused the following 
Christmas.

Now, I'm  the type of 
guy who views wrapping 
paper the same way I view 
egg shells: It's something to 
be ripped open, crumpled, 
and thoroughly discarded -  
lest it cause internal bleed
ing. Egg shells, like wrap
ping paper, aren't plutoni
um. Or Beanie Babies. Egg 
shells are something I walk 
on when opening a present 
from someone who desper
ately wants the wrapping 
paper back, unscathed, 
with nary a tear in it.

I'm not trying to be a 
scrooge. Wrapping paper is 
people too. And some of it 
is just so darn beautiful that 
ripping it to shreds would 
not only be sacrilegious, 
but somehow-and I'm not 
sure how, but remember 
we're talking about 
HUMANS-would lead to 
massive internal bleeding. 
Or so the elderly would 
have you believe.

Grandmothers are 
kind. Grandmothers are 
priceless. Grandmothers 
are domestic ninja's, pos
sessing survival skills 
honed while growing up 
in the lean, dark years 
before cable television, 
Nintendo, and microwav-

I calculate that 
over the 
course of m y. 
lifetime I’ve 
saved enough 
paper to wrap 
the entire 
Osmond 
family— 
down to third 
and fourth 
cousins.

able dinners. Plop a grand
ma out in the middle of 
the woods with no food, 
shelter, or adequate cloth
ing, and within 24 hours 
she will have built a cozy 
home, canned enough jam 
to feed the state of Rhode 
Island, and be able to give 
detailed information on 
enemy troop positions.

Hat's off to grandmoth
ers. Or any other recycle 
conscious person. But what 
happens to Christmas 
wrapping paper once its 
saved? WHERE DOES IT 
GO? I calculate that over 
the course of my lifetime 
I've saved enough paper to 
wrap the entire Osmond 
family-down to third and 
fourth cousins. Where is all 
that paper today?

Usually, after opening 
gifts, the paper is carefully 
folded by the paper saver 
person and carried like a 
bomb out of the room, 
never to be seen again. The 
next year: new presents. 
New wrapping paper. (Insert 
ominous music here).

Of course, maybe I have 
received used wrapping paper 
in the past and just not been 
aware of it. Nah. More than 
likely there's something sinis
ter going on. Something 
involving plutonium, Beanie, 
Babies, and grandmothers. 
Perhaps even fruit cake.. .

■*
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Feature
"Jimmy"
Alone and homeless
MIKE LIGHTHART
STAFF WRITER

"How can a man who is 
warm understand a man 
who is cold?" Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn once asked, 
and I have come to ask it of 
myself since I met "Jimmy" 
a 19 year old who lives on 
the streets.

It had been a long day 
and I had skipped lunch 
and dinner. So I headed 
down to Toms on Airport 
Road to grab a bite. After 
buying a few things, I came 
out and unlocked my bike. 
While I was rearranging my 
things, a guy who I thought 
to be about 18 (maybe a bit 
younger) limped up to me 
and started to chat. He had 
a light jacket, a pair of blue 
jeans, a wrinkled bag, and a 
cast on his leg. Well I 
wasn't in that much of a 
hurry so I stopped to talk to 
him for awhile. That must 
have been the sign he was 
looking for because before I 
knew it, he was in the mid
dle of a poem. When he fin
ished he looked at me 
expectantly. And then it hit 
me: here was a panhandler.

It was a big shock for 
me I never expected to find 
one this far north (in New 
Orleans it's a different 
story). I was flat broke after 
buying stuff, but he didn't 
seem to mind. He started to 
talk. He told me that he had 
been sleeping in a car when 
it was hit and he had a frac
tured ankle. I asked what he 
was doing sleeping in a car 
at 3:30 a.m., and he told me 
that he was homeless... 
homeless in Traverse City!?

He told me that he had 
come up from Saginaw to 
live with his girlfriend who 
was pregnant and, after liv
ing with her for a while, she 
kicked him out. He didn't 
know anybody else in

“All I want out of 
life is to get 
married, raise 
my kid and 
help
people...and 
start a band”

“JIMMY”
HOMELESS MAN

Traverse so he took to the 
streets. I asked him what he 
did w ith all his time to 
which he replied, "I walk 
around all day and all 
night. Some times I go days 
without sleep because I'm 
afraid to sleep outside. I'm 
scared of getting jumped."

By now I noticed a 
slight speech impediment 
and he explained that when 
he was seven-years-old he 
was in an accident and had 
some brain damage. He told 
me that the paramedics 
could have, "Carried me 
away in a bucket."

By now the store had 
closed and I was really hun
gry so I gave him my phone 
number and told him  to 
call me for lunch if he 
could. On my way home I 
stopped at Hot and Now 
and asked the manager if he 
had seen a young guy in a 
blue jacket. The manager 
told me that he had seen 
the "Jimmy" go back and 
forth on the nights that he 
worked. He also told me the 
morning guy had found the 
trash raided and 10 to 15 
bags ripped open.

I told the manager that 
the person who was walk
ing around was homeless. 
After a small shock he vol
unteered to give him any 
leftover hamburgers that

they m ight have lying 
around. All I needed to do 
was to tell "Jimmy" this 
and he would be set for 
food at least for awhile.

The next day "Jimmy" 
called and we decided to go 
to Taco Bell. I met him  
there half an hour later; he 
was shaven, his clothes 
were washed, and he looked 
much better than he had 
the night before. He told 
me that he hung out at the 
Shell station until about 2 
a.m., then a woman took 
him home to sleep in the 
guest bedroom. He told me 
that she was having prob
lems with her husband and 
that he overheard them 
fighting all night.

I bought him a taco and 
a coke and got a coke for 
me (I'm afraid to eat solid 
food at Taco Bell). As we 
sat, I asked him why he just 
didn't move in with his par
ents. He told me that his 
parents were Jehovah's wit
nesses and that when they 
found out that he had 
joined a gang (in Saginaw) 
it was, "A bad association 
for them, they kicked me 
out of the house and won't 
let me come back."

He told me that he gets 
$350.00 in government 
assistance but he gives it to 
his parents. "It would hurt 
my conscience to let my 
parents starve, so I give 
them my social security." 
He said that he lost his ID 
and that the Goodwill Inn 
won't let you stay if you 
don't have it.

"Things are hard every 
where," I told him . He 
replied, "You don't know 
any thing. You just take life 
as it's given to you, try to 
avoid problems, but mostly 
they follow you around on 
the streets." He explained, 
"All I want out of life is to 
get married, raise my kid

Alone and on the streets.

and help people...and start 
a band."

I asked him where he 
was going to sleep tonight 
and he told me that he 
didn't know. But that maybe 
he could catch a ride out to 
that lady's house and he 
could crash there. He told 
me that he wished that the 
cops would pick him up for 
something just so he could 
have a warm place to stay.

I told him  that I had 
class soon and that I had to 
go. I gave him the number 
of a person who was inter
ested in helping him.

He never called the
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number and I haven't seen 
him since. I do wonder if he 
made it to a warm place, I 
wonder if he ever made it to 
jail. Since I got to know " 
Jimmy" I've been actively 
looking for homeless people 
in this town; they do exist.

So,how can a warm man 
understand a cold man? I 
think by making the cold 
man warm. If you have any 
extra winter clothes sitting 
in the closet waiting for you 
to outgrow them, give them 
to a cold man or Father 
Fred's or the Salvation Army 
and make the winter warm 
for everyone.

"Susan" 
Building new life

CLIFF MURIE
STAFF WRITER________________________________

"Susan" is a single parent with two young 
children struggling to rebuild her life. She has 
lost her home and marriage due to an abusive 
husband. She also faces the additional chal
lenge of a serious spinal injury and nerve 
damage which prevents her from working. 
Susan has years of experience in sales and 
marketing, she would like to become a real 
estate agent. She would also like to take her 
children to visit her ill father in Chicago for 
the holidays . However, her physical condi
tion and lack of money make these goals 
impossible. All her courage, determination 
and money must be spent trying to meet her 
family is basic needs.

"Susan" said that she married a wonderful

"If you are truly in need of 
help you'll find it, and get it. 
You’ll see land again and 
make it, but its not going to 
be an easy fight.”

“SUSAN”
SURVIVOR

man, but that his behavior changed after he 
experienced problems within his own family. 
He started drinking and using drugs, and 
became both mentally and physically abusive. 
"Susan" told me, " If you love somebody, and 
claim that you do, put the pride aside and get 
counseling. Don't listen to everyone else's 
excuses about why you should not go."

She recognizes that, "A lot of people don't 
know how to get help, or are afraid to ask for

help. Get on the phone and let people know 
that you really need help. Call out and adver
tise your need. If you are truly in need of help 
youill find it, and get it. You'll see land again 
and make it, but its not going to be an easy 
fight. Its one of the biggest challenges that 
you'll find. You either sink or swim!"

"Susan" called for help, and people 
reached out to help her. She praised Mary Lee 
Lord, Director of the Women's Resource 
Center, for the simple hug and pat on the 
back that she gave her when she was dis
traught. These gestures sincerely communicat
ed the care and support she so desperately 
needed just now. "Susan" also received assis
tance from the Family Independence Agency, 
Father Fred, Love Inc., the Catholic Human 
Services Agency, and local businesses. They 
provided her with vouchers for clothing, 
household items, money for necessary car 
repairs, and money for rent and food. Susan 
now has housing outside of the shelter and is 
looking for a roommate to help share expens
es. She is slowly rebuilding a normal life for 
her children and herself.


