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W h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  T C  l i b r a r y  f o r  r e s e a r c h ?  

N o t  e v e r y o n e  a g r e e s

W hen we were very 
young, m ost of us 
spent quality tim e at 
the library, listening to 
stories and playing 
w ith puppets. As we 
grew older, our use of 
the library unfortu
nately progressed from 
pleasure reading and 
tim e to  laboriously 
poring over research 
materials for tha t ever 
im portant term  paper. 
W hen I enrolled in 
college classes, the 

research tim e in  the library once again escalated.
The problem  was, w hen I came to  the  Osterlin 
Library to  try and put together a paper about the 
pop culture phenom enon the Beatles, I got lost. The 
m ost I could get was inform ation from the in ternet 
from the OPEN learning lab. I couldn 't find any 
Beatle biographies to  save m y life.

This is n o t to say th a t the staff at the Osterlin 
library were unhelpful. The staff were courteous and 
helped me promptly. The m ain problem  I encoun
tered was tha t the library d idn 't have the  kind of 
m aterial tha t I needed. I consider myself to  be your 
average student, assigned the same kinds of papers 
tha t m ost other students are, so I seriously doubt 
th a t the problem  was one only I experienced.

To me, using the Osterlin library t find material 
for m y paper was intim idating. W hat I am used to  is 
walking in to  a library w ith the knowledge tha t there 
are books I can actually read. One does not read the 
encyclopedia. I would look for the books tha t the 
encyclopedia said I should read, and, m uch to my 
consternation, they  w eren't there.

This is w hy I find it easier to use the Traverse 
Area District Library. I know they have biographies 
and other reference books as well as manuals. I can 
use either the standard card catalog or the online 
catalog to  find the precise location of any book I 
want, unless it happens to  be checked out.

Using the TADL is easier for me, because it's like 
one-stop shopping. I can get my research materials, 
and then  head over and get those trashy romance 
novels w ithout leaving the building.

The Osterlin Library, 
know n for its dedication 
to students, their educa
tion, and to  the com m u
nity  as a whole, made the 
NMC library even better 
and recently underw ent a 
face lift to  be able to bet
ter serve everyone. "All 
of the books under the 
Dewey Decimal System 
were changed over to  the 
Library of Congress, or 
LC, cataloging during ALYSSHA HAYDEN
Christmas break. The STAFF WRITER
changeover started about
four years ago w hen the LC stacks were first in tro 
duced to  the NMC library. The books changed sys
tems completely because the Library of Congress is 
used more in the four-year baccalaureate programs 
and because the system itself is more up to  date 
th an  the Dewey Decimal," Craig Mulder, Director 
of the Osterlin Library, said.

W ith over 45,000 book titles, an additional 
45,000 in  governm ent publications, and an exten
sive list of periodicals available- I ncluding 600 in 
the library itself and another 5,000 available elec
tronically, the Osterlin Library couldn 't be any 
stronger or easier to  use to find research materials.

O ther services included in  the library are the 
Career and Student Em ploym ent Services, TCTV 2, 
the Center for Learning, the Tutoring Services, and 
various pods of computers are also located near the 
m ain entrance.

W ith all of the services tha t the library has 
to offer, and w ith the recent change in cataloging, 
and their dedication to  students and the com m uni
ty  outside of NMC, being able to improve upon 
perfection has become a reality.

Editor's Note: The opinions expressed in this point/coun
terpoint article are those of the writers only, and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the entire staff.

LONI HEUER
MANAGING EDITOR

T i m e  w i l l  t e l l ,  a n d  i t  h a s

Student David Krogel wrote in  the 
December 15 issue of W hite Pine 
Press outlining the smokers' side of 
the building proxim ity controversy. 
One of his points was that, no m at
ter where smokers smoke, non- 
smokers will be exposed; therefore, 
it doesn 't seem fair to  subject 
smokers to arbitrary rules or poli
cies dictating where on  campus 
they should be placed. Krogel's 
m ain point, however, was to  point 
out the smokescreen aspect (no 
pun  intended) of com plaints about 
this issue being made under the 
guise of safety concerns. As he 
pointed out, a lit cigarette dropped 
directly in to  a container of gasoline 
doesn 't even ignite, so it isn 't likely 
th a t smokers outside the science 
building are likely to  cause any

great catastrophes.
He also listed several other 

things th a t should be considered if 
NMC is to be totally safety con
scious. If done, these would end up 
leaving us w ithout vending 
machines, microwaves, fluorescent 
lighting, and especially Bunsen 
burners.

i thank  Mr. Krogel for his letter, 
first of all -  now we know some
one out there is reading our paper! 
And the points he raises are valid. i 
realized m y oversight in writing the 
initial article w hen WPP received 
his letter: OOPS, I forgot to talk to 
any smokers about this issue. 
Therefore, I'm  grateful to  Mr.
Krogel for doing the  o ther half of 
the job i should have done.

As I said, all the points he made

in his letter are valid, bu t the bo t
tom  line th a t this m ust no t be as 
m uch of an issue as initially por
trayed in  the article. That article 
listed the steps to  be taken for any 
student wishing to change existing 
policy at NMC. 'So, though it's 
always good to  generate discussion 
about issues affecting our students, 
it seems clear that, as Marilyn 
Jaquish said in  the original article, 
" . . . it remains to  be seen w hether 
opinions are strong enough to  in iti
ate action." Hm m m . . . guess not. 
So that's th a t -  smokers: 1, non- 
smokers: 0. Thank you, Mr. Krogel, 
for your letter.
SANDRA HJELMSTAD
STAFF WRITER
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$4.4 million to 
college for M-TEC
continued from page one

Residents can pick from variety
NANCY FURMAN
STAFF WRITER

of activities
"So what is there to do around campus besides 
study and sleep?" This is a question common to 
resident students.

The possibilities bring to mind images of res
idents with spare hours impulsively throwing 
together softball or soccer game outside, or a 
gung-ho student generating a cross-country ski 
part for a moonlit adventure along the frozen 
shore of Grand Traverse Bay. Those possibilities 
vanis, according to Rob, who tends the West 
Hall in form ation  desk. Rob says, " I watch 
Japanese animated movies." Okay for Rob, but 
what other types of activities are available to the 
residents? There are pool, ping-pong and foos- 
ball tables in West Hall. Rob produced the ping- 
pong paddles but didn't know where to find the 
table. He also mentioned the various places stu
dents can go that are within walking distance, 
such as fast food  restaurants, a v ideo store 
(which has a limited supply of Japanese animat
ed movies), and the civic center.

A Resident Assistant said there are plenty of 
activities within the "community life" of West 
Hall, but didn't give any specifics. Another RA 
added that, "If a resident doesn't have enough 
creativity to come up with something to do on 
campus or find a way to get off campus, the stu
dent shouldn't be away at school anyway." That 
might not be the answer a coed without a car 
wants to hear.

On to the next fountain o f information: 
Lloyd, the desk manager at West Hall. He said 
there are scheduled movies nights com plete 
with popcorn. There are also speakers that come 
to campus covering a variety of topics such as 
AIDS information, career planning, personal 
growth issues, m oney management, etc. The 
most recent speaker was nationally recognized 
Katie Koestner presenting important informa
tion on date rape. Many o f the speakers are 
sponsored  by the Student G overnm ent 
Association, which is another activity that is 
open to all students. Lloyd also said that, at least

of ping-pong in the lower
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machines, a pinball machine, and a video game.
Blake Vance, coordinator o f housing and 

student activities, says "Blizzard of Bucks" will 
be held in the cafeteria February 9. According to 
Vance, this is a game show with a host and a 
Vanna White type assistant asking trivia ques
tions. There will be a number of contestants in 
three rounds, with the winner o f each round 
receiving $25. The winner o f the fourth and 
final round will then be given 60 seconds in a 
clear glass booth  filled with m oney blowing 
around inside. They will try to grab as much 
m oney as possible during that time, w hich 
Vance estimates could be up to $200 in that 
minute.

Any remaining utopian visions of dorm life 
are shattered when a student is heard to state 
flatly, "The only activities going on in West Hall 
are not ones that could be printed about in the 
newspaper."

Greg and Frank take a 
level of West Hall.

once a month, the cafeteria puts on special din
ners. The last one was "All you  can eat rib 
night."

Campus residents can also fill their spare 
time with work. There are campus jobs available 
in the cafeteria, the library, the book store, the 
campus newspaper, etc. Information about avail
able positions are posted on various bulletin 
boards all over campus.

Among the more spontaneous activities are: 
Frisbee golf, which is played on  an outdoor 
course that weaves through the campus, and 
floor hockey and soccer, which take place in the 
halls of the dormitories. Card games spring up 
spontaneously too, as well as planned Euchre 
tournaments. In the fall, the RA's organize base
ball teams by floors and have playoffs between 
them. Another favorite activity o f campus 
bound college students is e-mail. A small room 
o ff  the W est Hall lob by  has a cou p le  pop

ful candidates. NMCs track record with 
area industrial firms regarding course 
development, the community coopera
tion put forth for the project, and the 
location in our fast-growing region were 
all factors the Jobs Commission was look
ing for, according to Burke.

Supporters of the technical center pro
posal include the Traverse City Area 
Chamber of Commerce, the Traverse Bay 
Area Economic Development Corp., the 
N orthw est M ich igan  W orkforce 
Development Board, the Traverse Bay 
Intermediate School District, construc
tion industry representatives, manufac
turing business managers, and loca l 
politicians.

The NMC Foundation will establish a 
fund drive to  raise the estim ated 
$400,000 required for the balance of the 
local contribution match.

A ccord in g  to Karen Sabin o f  the 
NMC president's office, the next step in 
the process will be for the Michigan Jobs 
Commission to write the grant contract 
with NMC calling for the disbursement 
of funds. "Since all we have are schemat
ic drawings developed  for the grant 
application, the strategic implementation 
team will then begin working with archi
tects to design the actual building," said 
Sabin. The team just met for the first 
time last week, but now plans to meeting 
weekly to bring the project to fruition 
according to Sabin.
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