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A tten tion  students, m ark 
your calendars: the North 
Central Association (NCA) 
evaluation team  wants to 
have lunch w ith  you, 
Tuesday, April 18, at 12:30 
p.m. in the Oleson Center 
Dining Room.

"Students are encour
aged to attend and talk with 
the  v isiting team  about 
their perceptions of NMC." 
M arilyn Jaquish, coordina
tor of the NCA Self-Study, 
said. Pizza and soft drinks 
will be available.

Along with the student 
luncheon, the NCA team  is 
scheduled to  m eet w ith all 
employee groups, the two 
governance councils, and 
com m unity members.

The visit is the culm ina
tion  of a three-year self- 
study conducted  by over 
100 faculty and staff m em 
bers in preparation for the 
request for reaccreditation, 
according to Jaquish.

Between the scheduled 
m eetings for the visit, stu

dents can expect to  be ran- 
dom ly approached by the 
NCA team  as they  walk 
th rough  buildings and 
across campus, Jaquish said.

Students should be pre
pared to answer questions 
about their classes and their 
opinion of the college.

Last W ednesday, stu 
dents around campus were 
random ly asked, "Are you 
getting the education you 
want from NMC?"

Fourteen out of the 25 
students asked p rom ptly  
said "yes," 11 w eren't sure 
and one student said "no."

Several students
thought tha t they were get
ting  a good education 
because of the instructors.

"I guess so. Yes. Because 
the instructors here provide 
the  assistance you w ant. 
The teacher-to-student ratio 
is low," Yvonne Tusi, said.

Angie S toughton also 
thought the teachers were 
really good.

Chris W ashburn said 
"Yes, I th ink the instructors 
are really thorough in what 
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Grand Traverse county resi
dents will pay an additional 
2.2 percent in  tu ition  next 
fall.

The increase raises the 
tu ition to $56 per contact 
hour, an additional $1.25 
per contact hour. Out-of- 
district tu ition will go up 
2.9 percent, m aking the per 
contact hour $93.25. There 
will be a four percent 
increase for out-of-state stu
dents, m aking tu ition  $106 
per con tact hour. The 
tu itio n  increases were 
approved at a special Board 
m eeting last m onth.

"We are com m itted to 
keeping NMC affordable for 
our com m unity ," Board 
Chair M ichael M cM anus 
said, "and we are always 
reluctant to increase tuition, 
even a small am ount. After 
careful study, we believe 
this is a fiscally responsible 
m ove."

Maritime students will 
also pay a 2.9 increase, 
bringing the contact hour 
rate to $104.75 for in-state 
students and $113.75 for 
out of state students.

According to  Bill

Hendry, Director of Human 
Resources, the  Budget 
Council has been m eeting 
weekly since last October to 
discuss the raise in tu ition .  
Hendry has also served as 
the  acting director of 
adm inistrative services since 
June 1999. Timothy Nelson, 
the  newly hired director, 
arrived last week.

The 2.2 percent increase 
for Grand Traverse County 
residents will still qualify 
them  for the  M ichigan 
College Tuition Tax Credit.

Nearly every year in  the 
past ten  years there has 
been an increase in tuition. 
The increase for Fall 2000 is 
no t the  largest increase 
NMC has seen by far, 
according to Hendry.

In 1990 the in-district 
increase was 8.67 percent 
and the following years the 
increase stayed right around 
a 5 to  6 percent increase.

This excludes 1994-95 and 
1995-96 w hen the tu ition  
was frozen. Since the two- 
year freeze,  the increase has 
rem ained around 2 to  3 per
cent each year.
Hendry believes the tuition 

freeze was done so the college 
could look at the pricing of its 
peers. This is also the same 
tim e the college switched 
from terms to semesters.

About 30 percent of the 
college's budget is covered 
by tuition. Property taxes 
cover approxim ately 26 per
cent funding, and state aid 
covers 42 percent.

Hendry says the reason 
for raising tu ition is to pro
vide students the best edu
cation possible. The raise in 
tuition will allow NMC to 
keep up w ith other schools 
in the field of technology, 
for example.

Some students are not 
pleased with the idea of 
raising tuition, however.

N athan Charbonneau, a 
second year student, says 
th a t h e is getting  some 
financial aid but is mostly 
paying out of his pocket. 
The raised tu ition will make 
paying for college more dif
ficult for him.

First year s tuden t 
Brandy Enzenauer said, "I 
can hardly afford it now."

M any students are in 
debt due to loans or are 
barely scraping by.
Tianna Saxton, a first year 
student said, "We are broke 
college students."
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P e r s o n a l  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s
In the last issue of W hite Pine Press, 
an editorial called "personal 
Responsibility bill promotes choices" 
addressed a poster that can be found 
throughout NMC's campus. M any stu
dents probably recognize the poster 
titled Free the Weed. W ho wouldn't, 
it's quite the catchy them e. Of course 
the poster would be titled Free the 
Weed to attract college student's 
attention. But the poster is like every
th ing  else in this world, it only tells 
half of the story.

The poster refers to a proposal 
written for the M ichigan 2000 ballot. 
The proposal calls for a Personal 
Responsibilities A m endm ent (PRA). 
There are five parts to the am end
m ent, and freeing weed usage to free 
adults is one part. This is no t the first 
tim e an am endm ent of this sort has 
been proposed in Michigan.

The rest of the am endm ent 
addresses lawsuits. Since the am end
m ent requires tha t persons take 
responsibilty for their own actions, 
like smoking, there is no one to be 
blamed for the consequences. In 1998 
a Florida jury imposed the largest ver
dict ever in the lawsuit against Brown 
& W illiamson Tobacco Corp. award
ing the plaintiffs a lum p sum of 
$950,000. Roland Maddox died in 
1997 from lung cancer after smoking 
non-filtered Lucky Strikes for over 50 
years. Maddox's daughter, Angie 
Widdick, filed a lawsuit claiming the 
com pany failed to warm consumers 
of dangers of smoking. Widdick's 
attorney argued the negligence of the 
company, and the conspiracy com 
m itted to hide the risk of the product.

Considering our lawsuit-happy 
society, this lawsuit proves the harm

the PRA can impose. If a company may 
no longer be held responsible, then 
there would be no need to report dan
gers of any product, like in the lawsuit.

Another part of the PRA addresses 
the controversial issue on the second 
am endm ent, right to  bear arms. This 
part I strongly oppose. The am end
m ent states th a t no gun m anufacturer 
can be held responsible for any harm  
done by their m anufacture product. 
Taking in  account the recent elem en
tary school shooting in Michigan, 
where an 11 year old boy shot his 
school mate.

This is unfortunate. Obviously, this 
amendment will only cause more prob
lems for our society.
SARAH VERRIER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

T h e  v i s i t  t h a t  d e c i d e s  o u r  f u t u r e

On April 17 som ething im portan t is 
going to  happen to NMC. The NCA 
(North Central Association) team  will 
be visiting.

The classrooms are being cleaned 
extra well, the m aintenance crew has 
a project list probably longer than  
they are, and the faculty is fine tu n 
ing things in the instructional side -  
all for the NCA team.

But even after the WPP has cov
ered it in num erous issues, and m ulti
ple instructors are talking about it, 
still 85 percent of the students don 't 
know the im portance of this NCA 
visit. This visit greatly helps shape the 
college's future. The difference 
between having an NMC or not. 
Basically, it m eans going to school 
here or not.

Since the opening of NMC, reac-

credidation has been necessary. And 
every time, NMC has put on  their 
"spick and span" shine for these peo
ple. Well, it is tim e to  do it again.

NCA looks at everything that 
NMC has to offer, bu t m ost im por
tantly  it looks to see if this education
al institu tion is doing the best for its 
students.

W hat other com m unity colleges 
do you know of tha t have such an 
abundance of learning resources as 
NMC does? The Maritime Academy, 
aviation facilities, the M-TEC center, 
the University Center, are just the off 
m ain campus opportunities. There are 
also m any opportunities on the m ain 
campus. Students should feel very for
tunate, for all the opportunities that 
they have been given.

W ith April 17 fast approaching, I

th ink  we all need to be rem inded to 
put our best foot forward. The NCA 
team  will be deciding our future. 
W hether you th ink  that three days is 
a long enough p eriod of tim e or not 
(their visit length) to decide if NMC is 
a quality educational institution, that 
is how long we have to show them .

They will be. asking students and 
faculty questions concerning the col
lege, so over spring break, you m ight 
want to brush up on your NMC histo
ry and quiz yourself a few times about 
what NMC has here. They will be vis
iting classrooms and reviewing the 
College Board. It is tim e to  show NCA , 
that NMC is the best com m unity col
lege.
MEGEN DOERR
EDITOR
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Lights, curtain, action! NMC 
theater arts students will 
take the stage to perform 
two plays. The students will 
perform  as part of their 
grade for this semester in Jill 
Beauchamp's theater Glass.

The performance is not 
only graded on how well the 
students recite their lines, pr 
how they move the audience 
emotionally, but as Beau
champ said, "it's how they per
form on a whole throughout 
the whole process."

The whole process of 
performance doesn't begin 
on stage. Beauchamp takes 
in to  consideration team 
work, m eeting m em oriza
tion deadlines, attitude and 
what effort the student has 
made. The two plays chosen 
for this spring were Merry 
Wives of Windsor, a comedy 
by William Shakespeare, and 
Children of a Lesser God, a 
drama by Mark Medoff.

Beauchamp already had 
Merry Wives of Windsor select
ed, and allowed her assistant

Bryon Kuhlman to choose a 
drama. Beauchamp said, "My 
aim is to do Shakespeare every 
other spring." The reason for 
one comedy and one drama 
she added is part of a balancing 
act to give students various 
experiences.

C hildren of a Lesser 
God by Mark Medoff will 
begin on April 19 and also 
be performed on the 21,27, 
and 29. The play, directed 
by Bryon Kuhlm an, is a 
dram a th a t details the 
romance and marriage of a 
young deaf girl and a devot
ed teacher w hom  she meets 
at a school for the  deaf.

"I wanted to do some
thing with the American Sign 
Language Program. He 
[Kuhlman] was looking for 
something to include them," 
commented Beauchamp. All 
of the performances will be 
interpreted in American Sign 
Language. Interpreters will be 
Missy DeFilippo, Mary Kay 
Grewe, and Janelle Wheat.

The seven actors are 
Kimberli Bindschatel (Sarah 
N orm an), Chris Franklin 
(James Leeds), John  Parker

(Orin), Bailey Gore Follette 
(Lydia), Josef Buntic (Mr. 
Franklin), Beth Carroll (Mrs. 
N orm an) and Celeste 
Leonard (Mrs. Klein).

Merry Wives of Windsor, 
a comedy by William Shake
speare, will be performed 
April 20, 22, 26, and 28. This 
play focuses on a rotund jolly 
knight, Falstaff, who tries to 
seduce Mistress Page and 
Mistress Ford. The two 
women decide to trick Falstaff 
and teach him a lesson.

There are twenty-two 
actors involved in this play, 
including Edmund Seeber 
(Falstaff), Sarah Peel (Mistress 
Page), Jennifer Hains (Mistress 
Ford), John Larkins (Mr. 
Ford), Jesse Gabor (Mr. Page), 
Mark Anthony Rodriquez (Dr. 
Calus), and Kyle Sonnemann 
(Sir Hugh Evans).

Both of the plays will be 
performed in the Science 
building, room 217. All 
performances begin at 7 p.m. 
Ticket sales begin at 6:30 p.m. 
each performance night. 
Ticket prices are $5 regular 
admission and $3 for students 
and senior citizens.

N C A  v i s i t i n g  t e a m
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they teach."

Several students referred 
to the education they were 
receiving in specialty areas.

"I feel the Culinary Arts 
program  is good. It's a 
sm aller program  so it's 
hands on. O n the  o ther 
hand, it's getting bigger and 
that's exciting," said Jessica 
Seibert.

Like the Culinary Arts 
program, the Aviation pro
gram has a lot to offer. Biruk 
A braham  seems to  th in k  
tha t the aviation program is

very good.
"The m aritime Program 

is a very good program ,  so 
yes, I th ink  I am getting th e 
education II want," conclud
ed Eric Johnson.

The classroom size, is an 
overall plus to the students.

"Yes, I just like the fact 
tha t it is small classes, one- 
on-one environm ent,” said 
Amy M iddleton.

Tanya D onahue said, 
"Yes I am getting a good 
education, because the class 
sizes are smaller. So you get 
more of a one-on-one."

Although the m ajority 
of the students asked said 
tha t they were satisfied, Pat 
McGarry said "Not really. 
Because one th ing  you don 't 
get is one-on-one. I have 
no t been skilled for a job 
yet."

And Brian Arietta said, 
"Yes, basically the overall 
goal of my education is to 
benefit myself at a smaller 
in stitu tion . i am able to 
achieve tha t at a com m uni
ty college, because there is 
more focus on quality edu
cation by the teacher."
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The Center for Learning is nestled in the back 
of the Mark and Helen Osterlin Library. 
W ithin those walls is access to  alm ost every
th ing  a student could want or need.

Currently students have access to 50 com 
puters. 46 are W indows-based (which m eans 
IBM compatible) and four are M acintosh. For 
those who prefer the com puter systems in  the 
Alice labs one of the MAC computers is con
nected, at least for now. There are two com 
puters connected to the art lab and one to the 
m ath  lab. All have internet access.

They literally have hundreds of software 
titles to choose from, everything from pub
lishing to dental to jazz appreciation

The Center also has a flatbed scanner 
and digital camera for use. To use the digital 
camera, students are asked to leave either a 
driver's license or student id. The catch is 
you can only use the camera on campus.

The Center for Learning staff is knowl- 
edgable and ready to  help w ith any problems 
th a t come up. They are there as long as the 
library is open.

Keep your eyes open for changes because 
expansion plans are underway!

The Learning Center has plans to expand 
so stay tuned!










