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To found an organization, students 
m ust have an idea, get an advisor, 
and submit a constitution to the 
college. Sound like too m uch work?

It can be a lot of work to get an 
organization started. According to 
S tudent G overnm ent Association 
Advisor Chet Janik, "The average 
student on our campus is a single 
mom, age 28, and too busy to take 
part in activities."

Janik says that there are reasons 
why people can 't  be involved. Many 
seem to miss out because according 
to Janik m ost students work to sup
port them selves th rough  school. 
However, Janik  said th a t th e 
involvem ent at NMC is great com 
pared to other two-year colleges.

Yet, on the WPP staff positions 
are still available halfway in to  the 
semester. WNMC is always seeking 
help. SGA has discipline chairs still 
available. Phi Theta Kappa needed 
no formal elections since there were 
just enough people to fill positions. 
A few of the responsibilities were

doubled on people.
Zach Botten ho rn is a full-time 

student at NMC. He also works part- 
time. He says he isn 't involved for a 
few reasons. "I barely have the time 
to get all the work done in my class
es. Plus, I don 't th ink  people really 
know w hat is going on."

B ottenhorn  added th a t he 
would like to see some different 
activities added for the students. 
"Study support groups, or even just 
support groups for people's prob
lem s...I'd be interested in seeing a 
disc golf club get started too." 
Bottenhorn added tha t he would 
like to see more encouragem ent to 
get involved w ith w hat is going on 
at NMC.

"I tried to vote for th a t SGA offi
cers election. They w ouldn 't let me. 
They said I had to be a resident of 
the campus. I told them  i am a stu
dent, and showed them  my ID card 
but they told me 'No way'."

He concluded tha t it seems that 
the activities are directed at the on- 
cam pus students. "It seems unfair 
tha t students on-campus have that 
continued on page 4
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Today marks the final 
day to audit or drop a 
course w ithout record.

The other option to 
students is to  change 
their credit to  audit, 
which will allow them  to 
attend class, bu t receive 
no credit. The audited 
course will no t appear 
on the student's tran 
script. At this point, an 
instructor's signature is 
no t required.

In any instance, 
dropping a course will 
affect one's financial aid. 
Students receiving finan
cial aid are required to 
complete 75 percent of 
their courses w ith a m in
im um  2.0 grade point 
average.

To complete a drop, 
students m ust submit a 
com pleted en ro llm ent 
form  to the
R e c o rd s /R e g is tr a t io n  
Office.in th e  Tanis 
Building.

M a r i t i m e  a n d  C u l i n a r y  A r t s  

t o  a n c h o r  n e w  f a c i l i t i e s

ELLEN HAWKINS
STAFF WRITER

The West Bay Campus is one 
step closer to  construction 
after th e Board of Trustees 
recently  approved recom 
m endations on the campus 
project.

The West Bay Campus 
Partnerships C om m ittee 
introduced new ideas to the 
board of trustees, Oct. 3, rec
om m ending  the M aritime 
Academy and Culinary Arts 
program be the anchor pro
grams for the  im proved 
West Bay Campus.

Presently, the West Bay 
Cam pus consists of the 
M aritim e Academy, Auto

m otive and Technical 
Center, the  pho tography  
lab, shipping and receiving, 
and the mailroom.

The West Bay Campus, 
also known as the Technical 
Center Campus, is located 
on Front St. across from 
McDonald's and is between 
the senior center and the 
Holiday Inn.

The improved campus 
will include water research 
and site work The water 
research and site work pro
gram is through the 
University Center and will 
include teacher education. 
There will be a bio and dis
play lab that will instruct stu
dents on how to teach exper

iments in the classroom.
According to  John  

Tanner, Superintendent of 
the Maritime Academy, the 
new campus will to be more 
high tech, allow ing for 
in teractive m eetings w ith 
people from  around  the 
state and the Midwest.

W hen interview ed on 
Thursday, Oct. 12, Tanner 
said the board was au tho
rized to  prepare the docu
m ents to  seek th e  funds 
needed for the project.

While it is still uncertain 
what the entire project could 
cost, Tanner believed it could 
cost, "... anywhere between 
$10 and 12 million dollars."

W hen asked about the 
progress, Tanner responded 
that the progress was being 
rushed because, "We can't 
delay too m uch m ore ...we

can 't in terrupt the maritime 
program ."

The West Bay Campus 
Program Statem ent is still in 
progress as is a tentative 
tim eline. Ed Bailey, Cons
truction  Projects Director, 
said an architect has been 
selected and the design pro
ject has begun.

According to Bailey, the 
Auto Tec program will be 
relocated in the summ er of 
2001, to allow workers to 
demolish the "freezer build
ing" The freezer building 
was once used to  store 
frozen cherries bu t now it 
houses the Auto Tec center. 
According to Bailey, NMC 
also uses the "freezer build
ing" for storage.

Final work on the pro
ject should be finished by 
Fall 2002.



F r o m  t h e  s t a f f

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  a c t i v i s m  s t i l l  s t r o n g

As a northern  M ichigan resident I 
cherish the beautiful environm ent we 
live in and hope all future genera
tions will continue to en joy our 
world as m uch as we have. 
Responsibility and accountability by 
the people in our nation led to estab
lishing the laws necessary to control 
the destruction of the environm ent 
caused by careless businesses. And 
recently I had the opportunity  to 
hear from one of the voices m aking a 
difference in the environm ental 
movem ent.

The Governor's ballroom at the 
Grand Traverse Resort was the setting 
where Robert R Kennedy Jr. spoke on 
how citizens can take control and 
make big companies clean up the 
environm ent after they have tar
nished its pristine nature. Kennedy 
addressed the Annual Conference of 
the Council of M ichigan Foundations 
and has lent his influential nam e to 
the environm entalist group, 
Riverkeepers, as a strong supporter 
and activist to carry their message 
across America. Kennedy is the

group's chief attorney suing com pa
nies on behalf of all Americans.

"Are we about com m unity or self- 
interest?" Kennedy asked. W hen peo
ple band together they can make 
m ajor changes in the way companies 
are held responsible, making them  
pay under the law for the cleanup of 
environm ental disasters they have left 
for the next generation, he explained.

An obscure law, Rivers and 
Harbors Act of 1899, is the tool that 
has allowed his group to collect over 
continued on page 7

F r o m  o u r  r e a d e r s

e x p l a i n s  b u d g e t i n gS G A  p r e s i d e n t
To the Editor
W hen you actively participate in and 
understand the guidelines of Student 
Government, it is sometimes hard to 
take grasp of an outsider's opinion. 
After reading the article, "W ho has 
your money," in last week's W hite 
Pine Press.

I feel it is fair to say tha t the aver
age NMC student does n o t under
stand the purpose or in ten t of NMC's 
Student G overnm ent Association. 
Student Governm ent is a group of 15 
NMC students who are highly knowl
edgeable and active in both on and 
off campus activities. They devote 
their tim e and efforts in to  m aking 
sure tha t student events take place on 
campus and above all they represent 
the student body in uncounted public 
affairs. Members of SGA give speech
es, act as volunteers for local chari
ties, participate on m ajor college 
boards such as Policy Council and the 
Presidential Selection Com m ittee, and 
yes, they spend m oney as well.

The m oney tha t SGA receives is 
spent on a tight budget. 
Approximately $50,000 is received 
annually. Of this, over $20,000 is 
spent on major student events such 
as Tom DeLuca and last week's perfor

mance by Buzz Sutherland.
Moreover, $8,000 is given to the 
NMC sports program, $12,000 is 
spread out to on campus groups like 
the W riting Center, Amnesty 
International, and the Engineering 
Club, and $3000 to 4000 is spent on 
social activities tha t take place 
throughout the year (swing dances, 
movies).

At this point, if you do the m ath, 
SGA has about $6,000 in the bank. 
SGA then  uses this m oney to give to 
charities for Christmas, they send 
flowers and memorials to those com 
m unity members who die in tragic 
deaths, and they also give back to the 
college. SGA has made a 5-year 
$20,000 promise to  support the new 
M-TEC Center. (They have previously 
supported the University Center.)
This takes another $4,000 out of each 
year's budget. Do the m ath again 
and you will see that the well is dry. 
SGA would like to solve every prob
lem for everyone, but on a budget 
this tight, m any things are left 
unfunded. For this reason, SGA is 
m aking it a goal to increase the activ
ities fee.

Now comes the substance of my 
reply. Yes, some of the m oney spent

by SGA is on its own members. SGA 
members com m it extreme am ounts 
of tim e and effort w ithout the 
thought of m onetary kickbacks. We 
attend a planning retreat on 
D rum m ond Island, four members of 
fifteen attend the NACA (National 
Association of Collegiate Activities) 
Conference, and every four years two 
SGA members go to the Presidential 
Inauguration (we also scholarship two 
additional NMC students to attend). 
These events all include SGA members, 
but their focus in still on the student 
body as a whole.

I hope that this can clarify any mis
conceptions of NMC's Student 
Government Association. One of our 
focuses this year is to make the student 
body aware of the positive influences of 
SGA. Students should be on the watch 
for posters and annoucements on 
NMC-TV. We welcome public com
m ent and encourage student involve
ment. Our meetings are held at 3 p.m. 
on Wednesdays in Conference Room 
#2 West Hall, please attend with any 
questions or concern.

We w ant to be there to help in 
ANY way possible.
BRYAN ARIETTA
PRESIDENT, SGA

B B B S  g r a t e f u l  f o r  c h a n c e  t o  v i s i t  D e n n o s

To the Editor 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Northwestern M ichigan would like to 
thank the Dennos Museum Center for 
their generosity in allowing volun

teers and children in the program to 
visit the m useum  at a discount. Being 
able to visit the Museum will enrich 
the lives of children tha t m ight no t 
have had the opportunity  to experi

ence culture and creativity at its 
finest. Thank you very m uch for this 
great learning opportunity.
SHIRL WACLAWSKI
BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS
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A d m i s s i o n  f r e e ,  

b u t  s t u d e n t s  

n e e d  t o  p i c k  u p  

t i c k e t s

DAVID CHRISTOF
STAFF WRITER

Students who w ant to  see 
hypnotist Tom DeLuca in 
December had better get 
their tickets in November.

S tudent G overnm ent 
Association brings back this 
nationw ide know n per
former as one of its special 
events. The adm ission 
requirements, however, are 
different compared to last 
year. To see DeLuca's show 
on Dec. 5, students m ust 
pick up their ticket in hous
ing office of East Hall, start
ing Nov. 6.

According to SGA's advi
sor Chet Janik, last year's 
show brought crowd that 
three tim es exceeded the 
capacity of the  Milliken 
A uditorium  (367 seats). 
Many college students had 
to go back hom e after wait
ing in a long line. Safety 
issues were also brought up 
to  the  organizers. That's 
why the SGA decided to 
change the form of adm is
sion. If students w ant to see 
the performance, they need 
to go to the housing office 
in East Hall and pick up 
their ticket. They will have 
to donate $2 or two canned 
foods. These donations will 
be used for local charities.

Tom DeLuca will perform a t NMC on Dec. 5.
COURTESY PHOTO

The students will also have 
to show their NMC identifi
cation card or a current class 
schedule  One student can 
pick up only one ticket.

Voted four-tim e enter
tainer of the year by the 
N ational Association of 
Campus Activities, DeLuca 
will again offer his famous 
show of hypnotism  and 
comedy. As prom oted by 
SGA: "His Theater of 
Im agination is a skillful 
blend of hum or, im agina
tion, and the power of sug

gestion. The creative inter
play between Tom and the 
audience volunteers results 
in a delightful blend of fan
tasy and am azem ent." 
DeLuca is very popular 
am ong the student body, 
w hich  well illustrates a 
quote by one third-year stu
dent: "He is one of the fun 
and entertaining events that 
NMC brings to the students. 
DeLuca has very creative 
and interactive performance 
th a t is o rien ted  towards 
today's college students."

T h r e e  t o  v i e  f o r

C a n d i d a t e s  d i s c u s s  

b e l i e f s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  

f o r  m e a g e r  a u d i e n c e

BRIAN ABBOTT
STAFF WRITER

Three local men are vying for two positions 
on Northwestern M ichigan College's Board 
of Trustees. However, w hen they  m et 
Tuesday, they did not argue. They calmly 
stated their reasons for w anting to be elect
ed and answered prepared questions.

Robert Chase, a local dentist and cur
rent board member, touted his experience. 
He considered not running, but realized 
that NMC needs a person with experience 
to m aintain a constant direction. Chase also 
believes tha t his "willingness to attend a lot 
of m eetings" and his open-m indedness 
make him a good candidate.

t r u s t e e  p o s i t i o n s

Walter J. Hooper III, shareholder of 
Great Northern Benefits, Inc, and on NMC's 
Foundation Board, joked, saying, "The 
thing I would like to change at NMC is my 
transcripts!" He w ould also like better 
w eather at NMC's barbecues. Hooper 
believes tha t a trustee should not m icro
manage. He says that NMC should be a 
resource for local business.

Kerry Kaysserian, local den tis t and 
member of Delta Dental board of directors, 
accentuated his experience with accounting 
and auditing. He also deplores micro-m an- 
agem ent, and his m otto is "Fingers off, nose 
in." Kaysserian believes that NMC's mission 
should be life-long learning.

The candidates were in front of an audi
ence of four. However, local cable will show 
the videotape several times before the Nov. 
6 vote. According to TcTv2 manager Mike 
Kroes, running  of the video has not yet 
been scheduled. Call 932-8572 for addition
al inform ation o n  the scheduling.



T i m e  a n  i s s u e

continued from page 1

chance, but I d o n 't because I 
am no t a resident."

Nick Kellogg also lives 
off campus, and is a full- 
tim e student. Kellogg says 
tha t he barely has tim e to 
do anything besides sleep, 
school and work. "I barely 
have tim e for a social life."

Kellogg says if anything, 
he needs m ore tim e to 
study, so activities are out of 
the question as far as he is 
concerned. "How can I get 
involved? Take tim e out of 
m y sleeping?" Activities are 
just no t possible for every
one. For those w ho do get 
involved, there are rewards.

David Christof is SGA's 
new  vice-president. He is 
also a staff writer for WPP, a 
new PTK member, an RA for 
the residence hall, and is 
starting the running club. 
Christof says the benefits 
are the big attraction for 
him. "There a couple rea
sons. The social p a rt...you 
get to m eet so m any people 
and be a part of NMC. To be 
a part of it and not just

observe it. That is im por
tan t."

Denise Alexsandrowski is 
a WPP staff member as well. 
She is also a PTK member and 
m other of two. Alexsan
drowski said the benefits of 
being involved outweigh the 
am ount of time it takes. "It's 
a free learning experience. I 
don 't think I could have sat 
in a class all semester and got
ten what I've learned here (at 
WPP)."

Students w ho are 
involved see the value even 
in dollars and cents. M any 
of these college students are 
in need of funding for their 
further studies. The scholar
ships tha t various organiza
tions offer to help w ith the 
cost of classes can be a draw. 
That m oney given means 
less tim e working to pay for 
class, and m ore tim e having 
fun and being involved.

W hether students are 
involved for the money, the 
friends, or the power of hav
ing a say the poin t is it is 
worth.

• w





L i b r a r y ' s  n e w e s t  b o o k s  a r e  q u i t e  a  ' f i n d ’

PEGGY ABBOTT
STAFF WRITER

The Osterlin Library offers a continuing supply 
of exciting new books. A broad range of topics 
ensures tha t one will catch your fancy. The rack 
of new books is to your right when you enter the 
library, next to the shelves of free books. Our 
library leaves the fresh paper jackets on the new 
books, so borrowers experience tha t visual plea
sure as well.

One notable new book takes readers deep 
into the fascinating world of Khmer immigrants, 
who had fled the war in Cambodia to come to 
the  U.S. In K hm er 
A m erican: Id e n tity  a n d  
M oral E d u ca tio n  in  a 
D iasporic  C om m un ity ,
Nancy J. Smith-Hefner cre
ates a picture of the cultural 
merge. Based on over 175 
interview s w ith Khmer 
im m igrants, Sm ith-H efner 
describes issues of religion, 
language, social roles, educa
tion, and family relations.
For instance, in the chapter 
on schools and education,
Smith-Hefner presents the Khmer parents' prac
tice of trusting  their ch ildren  to teachers. 
Enlivened by m any quotes from the people in ter
viewed, this book brings to readers an awareness 
of the being a newcomer in America. K hm er 
A m erican portrays the quest we all share of 
defining our identity w ithin American culture.

A second book also looks at the power of cul
ture to shape individuals and groups. Deadly 
Persuasion: W hy W om en and  Girls M ust Fight

the  Addictive Power of Advertising explores the 
way commercial interests mold our thinking and 
our behavior. This is an important book in the 
midst of a presidential election, when candidates 
are being promoted, "sold like beer or soap," as 
author Jean Kilbourne says. Looking at specific ads 
and at the approach of advertising overall, 
Kilbourne brings forward startling facts: "Twenty 
years ago, teens drank almost twice as much milk as 
soda. Today they drink twice 
as m uch soda as milk."
Similarly, Kilbourne sees the 
unhealthy  direction of 
women's magazines. They 
offer "an invitation to 
pathology, fueling the para
doxical obsession with food 
and weight," with luscious 
desserts aside new diet 
schemes. Kilbourne notes 
that we cannot escape the 
environment of advertising.
We are being sold fantasies, 
as Kilbourne demonstrates with striking examples, 
like the Absolut Vodka ad campaign.

An intense, revealing book, D eadly  
Persuasion begins with the familiar and leads 
ever more deeply in to  the po ten t effects of com 
mercial prom otion in our lives. Kilbourne sees 
our addictive society as a public health  issue. She 
concludes, "We m ust rise up, break through the 
denial, and act to save ourselves, our children 
and future generations."

Besides books on social issues, the Osterlin 
library also has some outstanding biographies. 
Galileo's D aughter: A H istorical M em oir of 
Science, Faith, an d  Love, by Dava Sobel, is an 
absorbing tale, which flows well and reads easily.

Sobel vividly portrays the life and surrounding 
events of the famous scientist and his daughter, 
Suor Marie Celeste, who was a nun. Her actual 
letters brighten the narrative. They dem onstrate 
her m ild-m annered devotion toward her father 
and to God.

For example, after Galileo abjured his own 
book, The Dialogue, as im proper and contrary to 
scripture, his daughter wrote this consoling sug
gestion: "And since you, by virtue of your vast 
experience, can lay claim to full cognizance of 
the fallacy and instability of everything in this 
miserable world, you m ust no t make too m uch 
of these storm s." Sobel's thorough research yields 
selections from m any 
sources, such as Galileo's 
letters to his students. In 
their own words, people 
jum p to live.

Further, Sobel's book is 
illustrated  w ith m any 
prints, maps, and p a in t
ings. This author shows a 
gift for culling meaningful 
details. W hen she describes 
Pope Urban's fondness for 
listening to Galileo's books 
read aloud, the  snippet 
that readers hear is itself a parable, a story of a 
m an curious to discover all the techniques by 
which musical tone can be produced. The m an 
realized tha t "m any more [ways] existed which 
were no t only unknow n but unim aginable," an 
intriguing and emblematic m otif for Galileo's 
search for understanding. Galileo's D aughter 
offers a satisfying and captivating blend of reli
gion, history, science, philosophy, and hum an 
understanding.

SOBJ-i



Environmental activism
continued from page 2

$2 billion to date in fines and penalties. 
Title 33, Section 4 11 of the US Code states 
"that one-half of a state fine be paid to the 
person or persons giving inform ation 
which shall lead to a conviction." He said 
the Riverkeepers have prosecuted over 200 
cases of environm ental carnage under this 
statute since the first prosecution in the 
early 1970s of General Electric in Hudson 
Falls, N.Y.

In tha t case, General Electric allowed 
PCBs to be discharged in to  the Hudson 
River contam inating the fish and directly 
affecting the m aritime industry, the health 
of the people in the area, and left a m as
sive cleanup in its wake.

The founder of the group Riverkeepers, 
Robert Boyle, was outraged at the decline 
and decay of the fishing in the area and 
pressed for the law to be upheld. Currently, 
General Electric is continuing to m onitor 
the area taking steps to rectify the prob
lems more than  50 years after the fact 
according to their web site.

"Nature is the defining element. W hen 
we destroy nature we destroy ourselves," 
Kennedy said. During his lifetime he said 
he has seen a num ber of species become 
extinct. And he hopes tha t by pressuring 
congress and prosecuting companies to 
take responsibility for their actions will 
send a loud message tha t the people of 
America are not going to be railroaded 
anymore. Specifically he called the 104th 
and 105th congress "fool hearty" and 
"anti-environm ental" in the past decade 
concerning legislation that has been killed 
in comm ittees because of special interest 
groups lobbying against them  he said.

The message Kennedy delivers is one of 
a take charge attitude tha t as Americans we 
need to lead the world in environm ental 
issues. He cited the com m unist countries

of Russia, China and India with horrible 
environm ental records declaring only 
democracy will hold companies account
able. The raping of the environm ent in the 
west and on Indian reservations has 
allowed big businesses to avoid the pay
m ents tha t should be paid in revenues for 
the use of the public land.

"How do we allocate wealth? For a few 
people? Or do we control it w ith rules and 
regulations for all the people." Kennedy 
said.

A spiraling effect occurs when 
"Illusions of prosperity leads to environ
m ental destruction, which in turn  leads to 
creating deficit spending to clean up the 
mess in the end," he said. Our children 
and grandchildren will inherit the destruc
tion and we will ultim ately have to 
account to  these generations, Kennedy 
said, "We need to make the choices that 
will reflect the children's future or we may 
have some tough questions to  answer."

Under the National Environm ental 
Policy Act of 1969 the governm ent claims 
to "fulfill the responsibilities of each gener
ation as trustee of the environm ent for suc
ceeding generations, and assure for all 
Americans safe, healthful, productive, and 
aesthetically and culturally pleasing sur
roundings."

I feel strongly tha t each one of us 
deserves to live in a world tha t is free from 
greedy businesses tha t are more concerned 
with m aking a fast buck rather than  care 
about future generations. At a tim e w hen 
new leadership is undertaking the 
Presidency environm ental issues should be 
considered judiciously as future genera
tions depend on it.
DENISE ALEXSANDROWSKI
STAFF WRITER




