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After over eight hours of dis
cussion, the Judicial Board 
cleared form er RA James 
Brumfield of all charges and 
gave him  full pay for the 
academic year.

"I feel that justice was 
served. I have nothing but pos
itive feelings about the Judicial 
Board," Brumfield said.

He was invited back into 
the  dorm s, how ever de
clined due to family obliga
tions. He's back at work in 
the Hum an Resources office.

Kari Kahler, an NMC 
staff member, said she was 
surprised to  see students 
lined up along the hallways 
waiting to be heard, even  
after five tha t afternoon.

Ellen Hawkins, a stu 
dent who spoke at the hear
ing, said she and other stu
dents waited in a room  for 
three hours.

"It was ridiculous. I  got 
there at 9 a.m. and we hung 
out in a room  until noon. 
We played Pictionary while

we waited." Hawkins said
Kahler saw Brumfield 

leave the room. "He didn't get 
out of there til after five, but 
he had a smile on his face."

Brumfield had not 
requested the hearing be pri
vate but said that Bauer told 
him  the meeting was closed.

According to  Coordi
nator of Judicial Affairs Dawn 
Bauer, NMC's policy states 
that disciplinary review meet
ings are closed to protect the 
privacy of the student.

A W hite Pine Press 
reporter was asked to leave. 
However, the Student Code of 
Conduct and Student 
Grievance Procedure makes no 
mention of private hearings.

The Code says, "The 
Chair shall have the right to 
m ake appropriate  judge
m ents  about procedural 
questions as they  arise. 
These judgements shall be 
m ade in light of the need 
for a fair, expeditious and 
oral hearing." According to 
the Open Meetings Act of 
the State of Michigan, this 
statem ent does no t apply to

press access.
The Open Meetings Act 

says tha t no m eeting may be 
closed unless the  judicial 
board votes two-thirds in 
favor of it being closed or 
the person w ho is being 
charged, or their guardian,  
requests a closed hearing.

Controversy over disclo
sure of in fo rm ation  was 
recently  seen at the  
University of Nebraska. The 
Daily Nebraskan, the cam 
pus newspaper, is taking the 
college to court. They feel it 
is vital to the students to be 
aware of campus incidents 
for their own safety.

Despite the  m eeting 
being closed, Brumfield said  
he felt good about the final 
decision concerning his case 
here at NMC. He added that 
he was no t eager to pursue 
any action against the two 
girls w ho b rough t the 
charges against him.

He simply said, "I just 
wanted to be cleared of their 
lies. W hat they said was not 
right, and I just wanted to 
be cleared."



F r o m  t h e  S t a f f

Q u e s t i o n s  r e m a i n  d e s p i t e  d r o p p e d  c h a r g e s

In the last semester, m any questions 
have been raised.

W hy was an RA dismissed after 
allegations were brought against him? 
According to the policy of NMC there 
shall be notification in writing before 
a decision is made. W hy was tha t not 
done in James Brumfield's case?

This is no t just a story.
This is about a situation no t being 

conducted ethically and a student's 
reputation and em ploym ent being 
taken from him  with little or no 
explanation. W hat would have hap
pened if Brumfield had never contest
ed this decision? Injustice would have 
been allowed.

Doesn't the law read "innocent 
until proven guilty"? Doesn't that 
stand on campus as well?

Another interesting question that

arose is this- why is it lawful for NMC 
to have a policy allowing closed hear
ings when tha t is in direct violation 
of the State of M ichigan's Open 
Meetings Act?

The Open Meetings Act clearly 
allows for situations in which closed 
meetings are allowed. A closed m eet
ing means tha t no one outside those 
concerned are allowed to hear or 
speak about tha t which takes place in 
the meeting.

The OMA says tha t a m eeting can 
be closed if two-thirds of the board 
vote it closed, or if in a hearing the 
person who is charged, or their 
guardian requests the m eeting be 
closed.

Brumfield actually wanted to have 
someone there to hear w hat was said 
in the hearing. Coordinator of

Judicial Affairs, Dawn Bauer, said that 
it was to protect the privacy of the 
people involved w hen WPP was asked 
to leave the hearing.

W hat was so private that could 
not be heard?

Brumfield had no th ing  to lose by 
keeping the m eeting open.

Rumors on campus had already 
labeled him  a rapist, or sexual harass
es  some were whispering rumors of 
campus racial politics.

W hat was left tha t was not 
known? The tru th . Plain and simple.

Brumfield may have been cleared 
of all charges and paid for his work, 
but the question remains- w hat will 
be done with those w ho m ishandled 
his reputation and his life?
A. WHITTAKER
MANAGING EDITOR

N M C ’ s  m o r a l s  i n t a c t ;  s t u d e n t s  f r e e  t o  c h o o s e

Northwestern Michigan College is a 
com m unity college tha t although 
small, is open-m inded to different 
people and beliefs. This could be 
because of the wide array of students 
from around the world tha t come to 
NMC for its m any different programs.

Students from places as close as 
Traverse City to as far away as Japan 
or the Czech Republic gather, study 
and socialize here. W ith this m uch 
diversity, different ideas and opinions 
are bound to clash.

Some feel tha t NMC is too open- 
m inded and even accuse it of no t 
having any morals or values. These 
people feel th a t free condom s and 
inform ation in Student Health 
Services influence students to  have 
premarital sex.

But Health Services also offers

inform ation prom oting abstinence. 
O ther inform ation is available on 
STIs, birth control and rape aware
ness. Female students can receive pap 
smears and birth control prescriptions 
also. Pat Salathiel, Director of Student 
Health Services, said students can also 
get health counseling. "The over
whelm ing m ajority of studies over 
tim e found no evidence tha t sex edu
cation encourages sexual experim en
tation," Salathiel said.

"We always prom ote abstinence 
but we have an obligation to educate 
those who chose no t to be abstinent," 
said Salathiel.

Lindsey Hoxie, first year student, 
feels tha t receiving free condom s pro
motes safe sex. Hoxie chooses absti
nence because of her religious beliefs 
and because she feels it is the safest

choice for her. In a realistic outlook 
she said, "Free condom s or not, col
lege students are going to have sex."

"It's no t a moral issue, it's a 
health issue," Salathiel said regarding 
the debate on sex education. It is bet
ter to have an educated society than  
an ignorant one.

W hile everyone has a right to 
their beliefs and opinions, these kinds 
of beliefs influence ignorance which 
can lead to unw anted pregnancies 
and STIs. Everyone has a right to 
chose w hat they w ant to  do with 
their body and only they can know 
w hat is fight for them .

After all, a public college does not 
exist to instill morals, it exists to pro
vide education.
ELLEN HAWKINS
STAFF WRITER

F r o m  o u r  r e a d e r s

A l c o h o l  a w a r e n e s s  a d v o c a t e s  u n r e c o g n i z e d

I would like to take this m om ent to 
address a concern I have. For an 
entire week in October this college 
participated in National Collegiate 
Alcohol Awareness week. This is a big 
week on campus where the  concerns 
of Alcohol and the college student are 
addressed.

In the Residence Halls, the 
Resident Assistants are responsible for 
running programs during this week. 
We try to put together educational as 
well as social programs to show the 
students they can have fun w ithout 
the use of alcohol. During this week 
we held activities such as W hose Line 
Is It Anyway? and had speakers from

M others Against Drunk Driving and 
Students Against Drunk Driving.

Most of the activities had a good 
turnout. W hose Line? had over 75 
residence hall students attend. W hen 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving came 
to present, we had over 35 students 
attend.

I wish these positive activities 
made it to print.

Sometimes we see residents strug
gling with issues and we run pro
grams which may benefit them . 
Recently our resident com m unity 
came together for the Aids Walk. We 
also decorated the Halls for 
Halloween and hosted the NMC

apartm ent children trick-or-treaters.
We have had m any activities over 

the past couple m onths, and none 
have been addressed in the school 
newspaper. I realize tha t no t every 
story is worthy of print. The story in 
the last issue of students no t partici
pating in activities was a negative 
story. There are truly positive activi
ties taking place. We can 't always get 
a huge attendance, but if one student 
comes to an activity, tha t is better 
than  no students. Sure we would like 
more attendance, but we need the 
positive publicity of the newspaper.
ROB GLENN
SECOND YEAR RESIDENT ASSISTANT
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DENISE
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The halls are empty, th e 
classrooms wait to be filled 
w ith students and the 
workers are packing up.

M-TEC the m ulti-m il- 
lion-dollar building is near 
com pletion. Students will 
be w elcom ed to  some 
interesting design features 
along the m ain hallwa y.

Inlayed into the m ar
ble floor are replicas of a 
wrench, map, flow-chart, 
and o ther technology 
based themes. The floor is 
a purple m arble runner 
bordered in white w ith a 
splash of red along the 
walls. Classroom s were 
designed to  depict the  
u n en d in g  technological

advancem ents. For every 
electrical outlet there is a 
phone  ou tle t th a t has 
three jacks apiece. There 
are 35 miles of electrical 
cords to bring all the com 
puters online. The addi
tion of 300 computers will 
result in a third of NMC's

units available to students 
Technology abounds in 
the massive m anufactur
ing work area, housing  
overhead cranes which 
has added enough room to 
build and learn the differ
en t trades M-TEC was 
specifically designed for.





studen t from  the  Czech 
Republic, said th a t his 
Christmas at hom e is nearly 
"the same ad here, bu t we do 
everything Christmas eve."

The m orning of Dec. 24, 
they decorate the Christmas 
tree, which they will leave 
up until Twelfth Night, Jan . 
5. They put candles on their 
Christmas tree, which they 
burn for only half an hour.

T he trad itional
Christmas eve dinner in the 
Czech Republic is carp soup 
and carp w ith potatoes. 
They also have special 
Christm as cookies. They 
make them  ahead of time, 
and m om  brings them  out 
on Dec 24. Christmas Day is 
a day to visit w ith  family.

Kwanza is an African - 
American celebration which 
begins Dec. 26. This holiday 
has developed since 1966, 
in itia ted  by M aulana 
Karenga, professor of Pan- 
African studies in  Los 
Angeles, Calif. Doug 
Campbell, reference librari
an at the  NMC Osterlin 
Library, used the  W orld 
Book Encyclopedia to 
explain th a t the  word 
Kwanza or Kwanzaa comes 
from  th e Swahili w ord 
m eaning "first fruits," and 
this celebration is based on 
an African festival of first 
crops.

Kwanza is celebrated for 
seven days, for the holiday 
centers around seven princi
ples, called nguzo saba. 
These are unity,  self-deter

m ination , collective work 
and responsibility, coopera
tive economics, creativity, 
purpose, and faith. Each day 
focuses on one principle, 
and in the evening family 
members will light one of 
seven candles, discuss the 
principle of the day, and 
exchange small presents, 
perhaps hom em ade. The 
seven days end in a com m u
nity  feast, featuring tradi
tional African foods.

The M uslim com m unity 
celebrates Eid on Dec. 27. 
Eid comes ait the end of 
Ram adan, a m on th -long  
period of fasting during day- 
light hours.

During this time, NMC 
studen t N oah W ildenberg 
explained, "you try to put 
away worldly desires and 
concen trate  on w hat's 
im portan t." All year round, 
Muslims pray five times a 
day, at sunrise, noon, in the 
afternoon, at sunset, and in 
the  n ig h t tim e. For 
Ram adan, M uslims are 
allowed to  do special 
prayers, bonus prayers. 
D uring the  m o n th  of 
Ram adan at W ildenberg's 
house,  they will also read 
excerpts from th e Qur'an. 
The celebration of Eid ends 
this special time.

After all of these celebra
tions, w ith their special sig
nificance and  trad itions, 
th en the New Year begins, as 
usual, Jan. 1.

H o l i d a y  c e l e b r a t i o n s - a s  d i v e r s e  a s  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e

PEGGY ABBOTT
STAFF WRITER

Holidays abound  in 
December. Some are based 
on a lunar calendar, so no t 
every December is the same. 
This year four m ajor celebra
tions occur w ith in  one 
week. Hanukah begins Dec. 
22, Christmas falls on Dec. 
25, Kwanzaa begins Dec. 26, 
and Eid is Dec. 27.

Hanukkah is a festival of 
lights. "Basically we light 
candles, every n igh t one 
more candle," NMC student 
Joanna West explained. Her 
family says the blessing in 
Hebrew over the candles.

West and her family do 
readings. For example, the 
reading for the first night 
says, "The first light tells of 
God's first comm and: 'Let 
there be light.' The world 
was illum inated  by the 
knowledge of one God. I  
am the first and I am the 
last,' sayeth the  Lord." 
Then, w hile the  candles 
burn, they have family time 
together, playing Scrabble, 
putting  together a puzzle, or 
maybe just sitting and talk
ing.

Terry Tarnow, manager 
of the Dennos Museum gift 
shop, described the special

foods of Hanukkah. Here in 
the US, pancakes fried in oil 
are enjoyed, but in Israel 
doughnuts are more tradi
tional. Tarnow recalled the 
history of Hanukkah, h'ow 
the  small am oun t of oil 
burned in the eternal lamp 
for all the days it took to 
fetch more, and now the 
Hanukkah candles burn for 
eight nights each w inter to 
remember tha t "a great m ir- 
acle happened here."

Christmas can be a reli
gious or cultural holiday. It

m eans m any 
th ings to  m any 
people.

But no t all sects 
of Christians honor this in 
the  same way. "My 
boyfriend doesn't celebrate 
Christm as," NMC student 
Angela Raffaele said. "He is 
a Jehovah's Witness. They 
d o n 't  celebrate any h o li
days."

Hem a Daya, NMC stu
dent from India, said, "We 
d o n 't celebrate Christmas. 
We don 't go to  church. We 
do have an artificial tree and 
get presents for the kids."

David Christof, NMC







Local WWII veterans proud of new memorial
NICOLE AGRUDA
EDITOR

Looking back, most people saw World War 11 as a 
job that had to be done. " W hen the country is in 
a crisis, you do whatever it takes. Either you vo l
unteered, or you were drafted," local veteran Jack 
Hurlbut said.

Veterans across the nation were honored last 
month when ground was broken on the Mall in 
Washington D.C for the National World War II 
Memorial. After nearly two decades o f waiting for 
legislation to pass, this memorial w ill honor the 
entire W W II generation.

Hurlbut entered the Navy in 1941 and was 
drafted to the Marines in 1942 where he served as 
Pharmacy Mate Second Class. He said that the 
times before the war were hard on the nation and 
we were not ready for war. "W e were in sad shape 
before the war shook us up," he said, "They did
n't start drafting until 1940 and we went into the 
war Dec. 7, 1941."

Maurice "M o " Bolmer agreed that times were 
hard before the war. "War came in on the heels o f 
the Depression," he said. "N o  one had it easy."

Bolmer, currently an NM C student, served as 
Captain in the Army. He spent three years in the 
South Pacific. He said, " I graduated from  
Lafayette College, New  York, in 1942 and went

‘ We did what we had to do to 
the best of our abiity.'

JACK HURLBUT
WWII VETERAN

directly into the army."
Hurlbut thinks the W W II generation sacrificed a 

lot. The men and women back home went to work 
in the factories to make supplies for the military 

"They had to produce enough o f everything, 
including food, to feed the U.S. Armed forces, our 
allies, and the civilians on the home front," 
Hurlbut said. "They were given ration stamps 
back home during the war to make sure that 
everyone in the country got enough food. 
Everyone went with his or her orders. We did 
what we had to do to the best o f our ability. 
Sometimes we had to improvise."

America pulled through the war and was vic
torious. "Everyone was excited that the war was 
over," Bolmer said.

Hurlbut added, "They thought they were the 
so-called elite. We showed them, and we started 
from  scratch. We used our ingenuity and 
whipped them. It took all o f us, from the front 
line to the rear-end troops."

"One o f the big results o f the war was the GI 
Bill o f Rights," Bolmer said. "Colleges were full o f 
ex-soldiers."

"The GI Bill was super," Hurlbut said, "So 
many GIs took advantage o f it."

Both Bolmer and Hurlbut feel that a lot o f 
people were educated who normally would not 
have been, and that helped, the labor force, and 
in turn, the econom y.

Hurlbut added that the efforts o f his genera
tion make it possible for future generations to 
enjoy freedom in the United States. He believes 
that the memorial is a great honor because it w ill 
stand in the nation's capital for all future genera
tions to see.

"It was about time," Hurlbut said, "It hurts a 
little to think about what we did and that it 
m ight only get two pages in a history book. You 
feel like when the nation is in trouble, they 
sound the horn and the troops come running. 
W hen it's over, they forget you. I think that the 
memorial is super."

"Every generation* needs a challenge," 
Bolmer said, "we had ours. The memorial is 
good ."

"There are a lot o f things that could be 
changed," Hurlbut said, "but the fact remains 
that America is still number one. There's no 
country like it."

In 1997, Senator Bob Dole was 
named National Chairman o f the 
W W II M em orial Campaign, the 
same year he was given the 
Presidential Medal o f Freedom. He 
campaigned for the fundraising, 
which was needed to build the 
memorial and maintain it in the 
future. Dole said, "This is what my 
generation fought for on foreign 
land and over seas."

Many veterans' organizations and 
businesses helped with the fundrais
ing. The National W W II Memorial 
Campaign stated, "The Campaign 
Across America was led by exemplary 
contributions from Wal-Mart and 
SAM'S Club associates and customers, 
and our nation's two largest veterans 
organizations, The Veterans o f Foreign 
Wars o f the U.S. and The 'A merican 
Legion and their auxiliaries."

Actor Tom Hanks also volun
teered his time to the campaign after 
Starring in the film, Saving Private Ryan. 
He appeared in the ad campaign, "It's 
Time to Say Thank You, " which the 
commission said raised national 
awareness significantly.

"The W W II Memorial is a legacy 
and gift to the nation ," said 
Clinton. "W orld War II was indeed a 
special moment in time. It changed 
American lives and world history."

"W e are the children o f free
dom,"  Kaptur said. "America w ill 
not forget."

The county would not be what 
it is today, had it not been for the 
heroes o f W W II. C lin ton  said, 
"Learn from the past and look to the 
future."


