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W hat should be the basis for 
grading? A recent W hite 
Pines Press survey found out 
how NMC students answer 
th a t question.

Most students surveyed 
say tha t attendance should 
no t count as part of a course 
grade. Attendance lost, 40 to 
27. Interestingly only the 
con side of the attendance 
controversy  m ade w ritten  
com m ents. One studen t 
w rote," If you know  the

If y o u  a r e  n o t  

t h e r e ,  it w ill s h o w  

o n  y o u r  g r a d e  

a n y w a y . ”

material and can pass the 
course attendance shouldn 't 
count." Another compared 
NMC to other higher learn
ing facilities: "In m ost big 
colleges, they  d o n 't  even 
know if you are there or not; 
however the smaller college 
needs th e  a ttendance  to  
have a reason to  teach a 
class."

Personal experience 
en tered  in to  some com 

m ents. A studen t wrote, 
"Instructors should  also 
work on telling the students 
tha t they  are no t going to be 
in  class on  a given day, 
ahead of tim e.... I for one, 
com m ute and have an hour 
trip, so if [the cancellation] 
is no t posted a couple of 
hours early, I drive 60 miles 
for naught. The instructors 
no t only should post early, 
b u t also should  have an 
attendance penalty, if we are 
going to be penalized."

However m ost echoed 
the reasoning of this stu
dent, "Attendance should 
be left up to  the  individual. 
They are the ones paying for 
the class and if they  don 't 
come or are late, they  are the 
ones who will suffer by no t

getting as good of a grade." 
In practice, as one student 
noted, "If you are no t there, 
it will show on  your grade 
anyway."

If attendance shouldn 't 
be used as criteria for grad
ing, then  w hat should be? 
One student answered, "The 
effort you p u t and  tim e 
spent on something, even if 
it is hard  for you to  learn the 
m aterial. Effort should be 
part of a grade. Some stu
dents ... are poor at taking 
tests or are shy in  class. Too 
often these studen ts fall 
through the cracks and fail, 
but do try very hard. Any 
heartfelt effort should  be 
rewarded."

Of the four specific crite- 
continued  on page  4
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Students have a new way to 
get to  school.

The Bay Area Trans
portation Authority (BATA) 
offers a new fixed route bus 
service called Cherriot, 
which makes regular stops at 
NMC.

The Cherriot started oper
ating in November and pro
vides the  greater Traverse 
City area predictable and  
affordable transporta tion . 
The 24-passenger buses run 
daily M onday th rough  
Saturday 6:10 a.m. to 6:40 
p.m., and on Sunday 9:10 
a.m. to  4:40 p.m. They have 
30-m inute intervals on 
weekdays, and  60-m inute 
intervals on  weekends.

Students m ight find it 
useful, beside other reasons, 
because of its price. A special 
introductory offer through 
March 31 is 50 cents (25 
cents for senior citizens and 
persons w ith  disabilities). 
Starting in  April, the fares 
are $1 and 50 cents. Exact 
change is required  w hen

boarding the bus.
Through free transfer at 

the Hall Street stop, riders 
can get to  m ajor city sites, 
such as downtown, the pub
lic library, the  G rand 
Traverse Mall, Meijer, and 
the Cherryland Center. "It's 
always on time, transferring 
is easy, and it's cheap," said 
Fillip Schretter, a first-year 
student. "I use the Cherriot 
twice a week because I can 
take it whenever I w ant to 
and don 't have to rely on 
anyone else to give me a 
ride."

Passengers can catch the 
bus at any of the over 100 
stops along the four routes. 
The m ost used destination is 
Meijer, b u t according to  
Jo h n  Tune, BATA's public 
relations representative, the 
Dennos Museum stop is the 
12th m ost used. O ther three 
stops on  cam pus are at 
College Drive and  apart
m ents, Physical Education 
Building, and College Drive 
and Cedar lot.

However, no t just stu
dents use the bus services. 
Gordon Niem i, accounting

instructor, takes th e Cherriot 
four days a week. The parking 
problems don 't apply to him: 
"I like it a lot. It drops me off 
closer than  I could park."

The fixed routes, never
theless, don 't cover all the 
destinations NMC students 
might need. The buses, for 
example, don 't go to  the

Airport, the new M-TEC 
building, or the University 
Center. This may change in 
the future, according to Tune. 
BATA's goal is to have 1,000 
riders per day. Once that is 
achieved, either new stops 
will be added, or the curent 
hours of operation will be 
expanded, Tune predicts.



F r o m  t h e  s t a f f

V a l e n t i n e ' s  s c h m a l e n t i n e s

W hat is it th a t gives so m any a 
toothache about Valentine's day? Is it 
th e  sugary-coated  sweetness of the  
postcard size lovenotes th a t always 
seem so ingenuin e? Or m aybe it is the 
fact th a t th e  celebration corresponds 
w ith  a pagan holiday th a t really has 
no th ing  to  do w ith  a certain card 
com pany's kiss-kiss bears?

W hatever the reason m ay be, this 
holiday has never seemed right. There 
are others ou t there th a t feel similarly. 
Ryan, a friend and  fellow classmate, 
feels uneasy about it  as well.

"It's just the  m erchants w ay of 
capitalizing on  a day. It's all about 
commercialism," he lam ented a few 
days ago.

This statem ent certainly does 
strike a chord o f tru th  as the 
Valentine's decorations were pu t up  in  
some stores before New Year's Eve. 
Amazing b u t true.

W hat is further amazing is th a t

It’s  j u s t  t h e  m e r c h a n t s  w a y  

o f  c a p i t a l i z i n g  o n  a  d a y .

It’s  a l l  a b o u t  
c o m m e r c i a l i s m . "

RYAN MOREY 
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after years and years of passing this 
day uneventfully by, it never ceases to  
cause a twinge in  the  hearts of many. 
Let's be honest now. W hat female 
from the  tim e she learned w hat those 
little candy hearts m eant d idn 't crave 
them  as a gift from some cute m ale 
she knew?

And males, as a species, are gener
ally n o t opposed to  receiving gifts 
either.

W hat is the problem  w ith this pic
ture?

Well, m aybe the  issue is th a t love 
should be given on  each and every 
day and  n o t just spurred on  by the 
m iddle of February. Now th a t does 
NOT m ean those little candy hearts 
and flowers and chocolates offend!

Heck no! Chocolate and flowers 
are good any day, candy hearts being 
no  exception either. It's a no-brainer.
If you d o n 't get your sweetie a sweet, 
it's the  doghouse un til Christmas!

Remember w hen your parents told 
you it's the  though t th a t counts? 
Maybe that's  w hat bugs so m any 
about this holiday. Maybe it's tim e for 
a rem inder th a t gifts are only really 
special w hen they  are given from  the 
heart, or in  a heart-shaped jewelry 
box. Hey, i t  never hurts.

A WHITTAKER
STAFF WRITER

F r o m  o u r  r e a d e r s

D e a r  E d ito r :
Each year at Com m encem ent, NMC honors two instructors 
for teaching excellence. The Imogene Wise Faculty Award 
recognizes a career p lan  faculty m em ber and the  NMC 
Adjunct Faculty Excellence Award recognizes an adjunct 
faculty member.

Students are invited to  nom inate instructors for these 
awards, as are o ther faculty, staff and  com m unity  m em 
bers. The criteria are th e  same for bo th  awards; Teaching 
Effectiveness, rapport w ith Students, Innovative and 
Interesting Approaches, and Sense of Dedication.

N om ination forms are available during fall and  spring 
semesters a t various locations on  campus, including the 
Educational Services Office in  th e  lower level of the  Tan is 
Building. The nom ination  process for spring semester 2001 
begins March 5 and  concludes on  M arch 23, 2001. For 
m ore infom ation, contact the  Center for Instructional 
Excellence at 231 995-1155.
STEPHEN SICIOANO
VfCE PRESIDENT
FOR EDUCATIONAL SERVICES
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W hen I first began teaching 
at Eastern M ichigan 
University, I was cautioned 
no t to  include attendance as 
a criterion for grades. I was 
to ld  th a t  a studen t had 
appealed a grade received, 
arguing th a t physical pres
ence in class should no t be 
the basis for assessment. The 
arbitrating board had decid
ed in  the student's favor.

To those of us teaching, 
this was a clear message. Our 
records of attendance could 
n o t be tabu la ted  directly 
into a student's final grade.

For teachers, it is prefer
able to  have a good turnout. 
The energy and participa
tio n  of students makes a 
class lively and productive. 
M any of us teachers planned 
regular in-class assignments 
or quizzes, giving credit for 
com pletion. Students who 
attended were rewarded.

Some teachers resorted 
to  factoring in  "participa
tion," bu t few were able to

m ain tain  adequate records 
of w ho contributed. I knew 
one dedicated  instructo r 
w ho make entries after each 
class, no ting  engaged stu
dents. But such effort was 
unusual, and especially diffi
cult in  large classes. W ithout 
such accounts, participation 
grades often become quite 
subjective or can become a 
front for attendance grades.

Com ing from such an 
environm ent, in  which grad
ing directly based on a tten
dance was n o t allowed, 
im agine m y shock to  see 
notices like the following in 
syllabi here at NMC:

"An a ttendance  grade

will be given in  this class" 
(followed by details of its 
calculation).

"Attendance is m anda
tory. One unexcused 
absence will lower your final 
grade by .5 of a po in t ... 
th ree  unexcused absences 
will result in  failing the  
course."

Such policies raise ques
tions about w hat constitutes 
the  college experience. If 
students miss class, bu t work 
outside of class, studying, 
practicing, m astering the  
material, should they  n o t 
receive credit? College is no t 
about pu tting  in  tim e but 
about discovering and con
quering subject areas.

Students w ho believe 
tha t effort or attitude should 
be the basis for grading in 
college similarly dismay me. 
Of course, I understand the 
hum an ita rian  im pulse, of 
accepting th a t each person is 
trying to  the best of their 
ability  and  offering each 
individual the help and sup
port they need to  succeed. 
Cheerful hard work is desir

able, but student assessment 
m ust focus on  outcomes.

As an  NMC colleague 
pu t it, "M any students feel 
strongly th a t if they  put in 
lots of time, they  should get 
a good grade. Hogwash! If 
tim e spent on a project isn 't 
cause for a high grade then  
neither is good attendance, 
eh?"

M erely w orking hard  
m ay no t be enough for com 
petence. The experience of 
h igher education  includes 
self-discovery and intellectu
al grow th. Part of th is 
process is finding out limits 
to  abilities, as well as realiz
ing interests and aptitudes.

All students cannot pass 
every course. In some fields, 
there are notorious hurdle 
courses, such as organic 
chem istry for pre-med stu
dents, or anatom y and phys
iology for nursing students.. 
If you canno t pass the  
course, you cannot enter the 
field.

Assuming th a t the teach
ers are com petent and truly 
assisting learning and are

no t setting up elitist barriers, 
this sorting of students is 
no t a bad situation. We are 
no t all equally able. If a doc
to r said, "I d o n 't  really 
understand physiology, bu t I 
did put a lot of work into 
trying to  learn it," would 
you feel reassured? Would 
you schedule surgery?

In m any  countries, 
exam inations serve as the 
sorting m echanism . In 
Thailand, for instance, stu
dents of college age all take 
tests to  determ ine the kind 
of college studies they may 
pursue.

Our system of allowing 
all students to  try for their 
chosen goal is more open, 
but there still m ust be judg
m ent points, beyond which 
the incapable cannot pass.

Effort, good will, and 
perfect attendance do not 
indicate com prehension or 
capability. Our evaluation of 
college work m ust depend 
upon measurable problem - 
solving skills. Performance, 
n o t a ttendance , is w hat 
m ust be tallied.

l i k e  m a d  c o w  d i s e a s e  w i t h  t h a t ?W o u l d  y o u

O n  m a d  c o w s  

a n d  b i o - f e a r s
The U.S. is the envy of the world 
w hen it comes to food safety, but 
there's no  guarantee it will stay 
there. Now two thorny  issues are 
raising the debate on these shores as 
to  w hat's safe and what's not. One's 
largely a m atter of conjecture. One is 
very real.

Mad-cow disease is real and has 
Europe in  fits. Now it's becoming 
clear the FDA has been lax in  pro
tecting consumers from the spread 
of the disease to  this side of the 
Atlantic.

The FDA passed rules in  1997 
th a t banned cattle feed made from 
rendered animals, but these rules 
have been ineffectively enforced. It 
is precisely this kind of feed tha t 
allowed the spread of mad-cow dis
ease-bovine spongiform  encepha
lopathy  and  its h um an  variant, 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease-through- 
out Europe.

The FDA acknowledges tha t vari
ants of this disease have infected 
wild elk and deer in  Colorado and 
W yoming and some sheep. Does this 
pose a serious threat to  the food 
chain in  the U nited States? Probably 
n o t. There h a sn 't been a single

1

hum an  or cattle death here linked to 
it.

But the FDA and other federal 
agencies m ust make sure tha t ta in t
ed products from Europe are kept 
out, m ust increase inspections of 
infected anim als here and adopt 
steps-like the recent donor bans 
imposed on those who have lived 
extensively in  some European coun
tries -  to prevent contam ination of 
hum an  blood and tissues.

That concern is real. Now to the 
ephemeral.

The FDA has issued new rules for 
genetically engineered foods, and 
the rules are drawing flak from crit
ics w ho claim they  d o n 't go far 
enough to  protect consumers. The 
danger posed by genetically m odi
fied foods, though, has yet to  be sci
entifically dem onstrated.

Two-thirds of processed foods in 
the U.S. contain at least some bio
engineered ingredients, so the FDA's 
new rules are prudent w ithout being 
alarmist.

The FDA will require makers of 
genetically modified foods to  con
duct safety reviews prior to  introduc
ing  the  foods. M any com panies 
already are doing this voluntarily. 
The FDA also will make m ost of the 
inform ation th a t results from these 
reviews available to  the  public. More 
in fo rm ation  in  the  public arena 
about the nature of such foods will 
increase consum er understand ing  
and lessen concerns about their safe
ty

Critics of agricultural biotech
nology believe these new FDA rules 
do n o t go nearly far enough. But 
un til there is scientific evidence of 
po ten tia l harm  to  h u m an s-an d  
there has been none - th ey  are suffi
cient.

It's a tough job, protecting the 
nation 's food supply. It starts w ith 
sorting out the dangers, real and 
imagined.

© Chicago Tribune, 2001



S t u d e n t s  s p e a k  o u t
continued  from  pag e  one 
ria for grading offered to  the 
survey-takers, "pro jects" 
came in  first as the  m ost 
im portan t. Some studen ts 
appended "homework" and 
"assignments," to  the  proj
ect category.

Almost all students, 93 
percent, w ant to  be evaluat
ed on  the  basis of w hat they  
produce. Participation came 
in  th ird  because m any stu
dents though t th a t it should 
apply to  only some situa
tions. Besides expressing

W hat do you th ink?  
Send your le tte rs  to  
th e  W hite Fine P ress  
and you too  can  be a 
published author!

their opinions about grad
ing, students surveyed also 
com m ented on  w hat role 
teachers should  play  in  
learning.

Of th e  s tuden ts  sur
veyed, 81 percent selected 
"m otivate and  inspire" as 
the  m ost im portan t role for 
instructors. Several added 
th e  word "Encourage" For 
second place in  desirable 
roles of teachers, "Creating 
guidelines" an d  "offering 
inform ation" tied. One stu
dent answered th a t teachers 
shou ld  “m ake learn ing  
exciting. Use creativity."

Another replied, "Teach
ers should n o t rely on  tex t
books. Too m any professors 
are willing to  lean on  their 
textbooks vs. spending actu
al tim e teaching."

S t u d e n t s  c o m m e n t  o n  l e a r n i n g

a n d  g r a d i n g

Qu e s t io n  1 . Do you
th ink  th a t attendance 
should count as part of 
your grade for a college 
course?

If you know  the  material 
and can pass th e  course, 
attendance shouldn 't 
count.

We pay for the  class, so it 
is up  to  us to  get all we 
can ou t of it.

Because we pay for the  
class, the  only th ing  we 
should suffer is having less 
knowledge for the  tim es 
we miss.

Attendance is im portant, 
bu t I d o n 't th in k  it should 
count against your grade, 
except in  certain classes 
where a ttending  the  class 
makes up  the  whole class 
(dance class, for example).

Sometimes attendance 
should count toward your 
grade.

Qu e s t io n  2 .  W hat 
should be the  basis for 
grading?

Any assignm ents given 
should  be th e  basis for 
grading. (Four students 
said th is .)

Homework. (Two students 
offered this.) A ttendance 
sometimes.



"The H em ispheric O utlook for 2001: A 
M om ent o f Truth for the  Americas" is the 
topic Feb. 15, at 5:30 p.m . in  the  Milliken 
Auditorium.

This program  is the  fourth  in  a series 
sponsored by  th e  In te rnationa l Affairs 
Forum  o n  th e  them e "Foreign Policy 
Challenges to  a New A dm inistration."

The speaker will be Adrean Rothkopf, 
the  Executive Director of the  Group of Fifty 
(G-50), an  assembly of prom inent business 
leaders from  Latin America's m ost im por
tan t private sector companies, co-sponsored 
by  th e  Carnegie Endow m ent for In ter

n a tio n a l Peace and  th e  Inter-A m erican 
Dialogue.

Prior to  jo in ing the  G-50, Rothkopf 
served as th e  senior associate for Latin 
America at the Intellibridge Corporation, 
where she researched and wrote daily ana
lytical reports covering developm ents across 
the  Americas in  economics, politics, trade, 
security and other issues. The International 
Affairs presentations begin w ith a reception 
in  the Den n os M useum at 5:30 p.m . and are 
followed by  the lecture at 6 p.m . All area 
educators and students are adm itted  free of 
charge.
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N M C ,  a  p l a c e  o f  d i v e r s i t y
You all know them . They are the students who 
talk funny, care about their classes too much, 
and for w hom  the first m eaning of the word 
visa isn 't th a t plastic card.

They are international students who come 
from all over the world and are an essential 
ingredient to the diversity and higher learning 
at NMC. “We have so m uch to  learn from them . 
The environm ent is richer when we have inter
national students as part of the group," stated 
the business division chair Karen Howie.

There are currently 20 international stu
dents enrolled at N orthw estern  M ichigan 
College, according to Jim Bensley, in ternation
al student adviser. They come to NMC because 
of different reasons. The biggest is that it is a 
lucrative alternative of going to  an expensive 
university. But why do these students leave 
their homes and go to  the United States in the 
first place?

They seem to like U.S. higher education 
because of its flexibility. Yvonne Tsui from 
Hong Kong explains: "I like the educational sys
tem  better in the United States because the 
learning atm osphere is different; professors 
allow students more space to th ink  and to be 
more creative. The classes have various formats. 
At hom e it's just lectures." Yvonne also feels 
tha t there is a lack of competitiveness in Hong 
Kong colleges. "Once they  pass the  entry 
exams, students don 't care so m uch." Thandose 
Kalinda from Zambia chose to  come to the U.S. 
for contrary reasons: "I prefer educational sys
tem  in U.S. Back hom e it's very competitive, 
no t so m any universities." She also wanted to

see and experience a different country.
O ther in te rnationa l student, D m itry 

Podkuiko from the Kyrgyz Republic, wanted 
U.S. education because "it's valued the most." 
He majors in  com puter inform ation systems 
and finds tha t the technology in U.S. is m uch 
more advanced compared to hom e. Karolina 
Jasinska of Poland was an exchange student in 
Kingsley before deciding to  a tten d  NMC. 
"Studying here would give me a different per
spective to bring hom e," explains Karolina. "It 
enables me to  see various ways of doing 
things."

After deciding to study abroad, in ternation
al students are faced w ith the decision of what 
college to attend. For Yvonne it w asn't such a 
hard decision: "Friend that was at the time 
attending NMC told me about it. I picked 
M ichigan because it has fewer Chinese people 
than  other states." Thandose found NMC in 
educational guides and her family made the 
decision based on affordability. Other students 
including Dmitry used the Internet. He found 
NMC, along with about twenty other colleges, 
online and applied to all of them . NMC was the 
first one to adm it him, so he decided to come 
here.

All the students m entioned that the fact 
tha t NMC is one of the less expensive colleges 
tha t has residence halls had a big im portance in 
m aking their decision. Interestingly, Out-of- 
State/In ternational tu ition  rate is almost twice 
as m uch as In-District. This difference is, how
ever, same, if no t greater, at other colleges and 
universities.

Compared to regular American students, 
international students seem to be m uch more 
focused. "They are aware of the reality tha t they 
are paying a great deal of money, so they want 
to make sure tha t everything is in order. They 
realize how im portant education is," explains

Jim Bensley, the new international student 
adviser.

"I've felt they had genuine, sincere com
m itm ent to  their studies," points out Howie. 
That may be due to  the hardships foreign stu
dents have to overcome to get here. Most of 
them  had to take TOEFL (Test of English as a 
second language) to  be adm itted to  NMC, had 
to be academically successful in  high school, 
and of course, had to have the courage to go 
study in a foreign country. They also have to be 
at all times in  a good academic standing.

International students are enrichm ent to 
our com m unity and allow us to  learn about the 
world right here at NMC. W hile teaching sev
eral of them  in her class'es, Howie noticed that 
"they were willing to share their background 
and facilitate open discussions about their cul
tures." However, tha t doesn't m ean tha t the 
cultural enrichm ent takes place very often. For 
Howie it has been disappointing to  learn that 
international students feel th a t "American stu
dents aren 't interested in  their background and 
culture. That has been shocking for me!"

W ith hom es sometimes on the other side of 
the globe, the students stick together in dealing 
with foreign environm ent. Bensley, w ho has 
been involved w ith the group for several years, 
sees tha t "there is a camaraderie, and support 
for one another." The adviser seems to enjoy 
his work: "Something tha t always impressed me 
is how friendly the international students are. 
They are joy to work with.

International Students Club meets 
regularly and welcomes any interest from 

both  NMC and the comm unity. If you want 
to  visit them , or w ant to  use their resources, 

please contact either Jim Bensley at 995-1034 
or David Christof a t 995-1519.
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Rare artifacts 
of NMC history
Underneath NMC lies a 
series of tunnels. They are 
dimly lit, damp, and a secret 
shrouded in mystery. Only a 
select few have access to 
them. With such secrecy of 
the NMC tunnels, some may 
wonder what is the adminis
tration keeping from us? 
White Pine Press investigat
ed the tunnels and the 
answers may surprise you.

When NMC was built in 
the '50s and '60s, the United 
States was in the midst of 
the Cold War. One may be 
led to believe that any 
school, for the safety of fac
ulty and students, may have 
insured there was plenty of 
bomb shelter area had the 
Cubans or Russians sent a 
couple missiles at their 
establishment. Did NMC 
plan this for the tunnels?

The tunnels stretch from 
the Science building (1963) 
to the Osterlin Library 
(1961), then on to the Tanis 
building (1957). They even 
run as far as the Power 
House (1955) and West Hall 
(1963).

Students who have 
heard of the tunnels, some
times want to hear more 
about them or see them. " I 
remember in '78, when I was 
here [as a student] that there 
was some story about stu
dents getting in down 
there," Tom Auch, Adjunct 
Faculty said, "We had a plan 
in the dorms that we were 
going to break in down 
there."

If they had managed a 
break in, they would have

BILL HENDRY 
DIRECTOR OF HUMAN 

RESOURCES

been surprised that there is 
nothing out of the ordinary 
down there. Aside from the 
water pipes and electrical 
conduit, the best part is the 
"wall of fame." It is a section 
of the wall that contains the 
names of faculty and staff 
that used the tunnels up 
until a decade ago. The side
walk, which lies above some 
sections, is visible, and 
somewhat leaky. No evi
dence shows that a bomb 
shelter was ever in mind, 
only a cozy path for faculty.

" I used to sometimes 
administer the ACT tests, 
and I can remember walking 
through them from this 
building [Tanis] over to the 
science building," said Tim 
Nelson, Vice President of 
Administrative Services.

Nelson, whose name 
appears on the "wall of 
fame" from the time when 
he was the Residence Hall 
Director, said that faculty 
did use the tunnels often to 
get to one building to the 
next to avoid bad weather.

"The tunnels are prima
rily for maintenance access. 
Originally faculty and some 
disabled students were 
allowed to use them so that 
they could get to the build
ings a lot easier," Debra 
Armstrong, Custodial

Manager for Facilities 
Management said. "Now 
that the tunnels are a 
restricted area, they are 
mostly used for mainte
nance and some storage."

"It was just one of those 
things," said Bill Hendry, 
Director of Human 
Resources, "you had a key 
and nobody else did. Almost 
all faculty had one, but with 
limited access."

Up until the early '90s, 
mostly faculty used the tun
nels. Many faculty members 
met each other in the tunnel 
corridors on a daily basis. 
Chuck Shreve, Interim Dean 
for Student Services said, 
"We used to use it to go to 
the library because there was 
a mailroom down there. In

the mailroom, faculty and 
staff would meet and have a 
cup of coffee."

Shreve added that 
because of the traveling 
through the tunnels to get 
to the mailroom, there was a 
lot of affiliation between fac
ulty and staff and that is 
why the names appear down 
there on the wall.

"All of the teachers' 
names were on the wall," 
John Pahl, Communications 
Instructor said. "We used the 
tunnels for years. One of 
the main places we went was 
to the library. And you 
would go there for two 
things; your mail, coffee, 
and socializing, and if you 
needed any duplicating. It 
really bridged the gap

between disciplines."
The tunnels were closed 

to public access in the early 
'90s because they could not 
keep up with the changing 
fire codes.

"The tunnels did not 
meet the fire codes for pub
lic access due to the fact that 
there is no outside access." 
Armstrong said, "If there 
were a fire, there would be 
no way out except through a 
building. If a disabled stu
dent were down there in a 
wheelchair, even getting to 
the building could leave 
them trapped because in a 
fire, the elevators lock."

"It wasn't a very safe 
environment," Pahl said, 
"not that it was rat infested 
or anything, but there are 
steam pipes down there and 
those types of things."

Shreve added,
"Sometimes you could see 
the steam coming out of the 
pipes, and you would just 
keep walking, hoping that it 
didn't burst."

"The decision to stop 
allowing access was made in 
the early 1990's as NMC was 
informed that the fire and 
safety codes would not allow 
access to the tunnels," Chet 
Janik, Director of College 
Outreach said, "and there 
would have to be major ren
ovations that would have 
had substantial costs to ren
ovate them and to meet all 
of the required codes."

The tunnels came in 
with the '50s and out with 
the '90s. When the doors 
were closed and the last key 
turned in, all that lay behind 
the tunnel doors was mys
tery. Faculty has confirmed 
that there was no bomb 
shelter, nor any conspiracy, 
only the names that were 
left behind from days of old.


