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t o  e x p o s e  b o m b  t h r e a t  c a l l e r

To S tudents, Faculty, a n d  Staff:
As you are m ost certainly aware, there have been three bom b threats directed 
at the  M ath/Science building over the  past three weeks. I w ant you to  know 
bo th  how  we feel about these threats and w hat we are doing as a College 
Community.

First, we are angry and dismayed about these threats and the disruption 
th a t they  have caused to  our students, faculty, and staff. Persons who 
perpetrate these types of crimes, and make no mistake, these are crimes, will be 
sought out, prosecuted and punished to  the  full extent of the  law. If we can be 
happy about anything, it is th a t all three threats have been hoaxes and no 
injuries have occurred. Your safety is param ount to  us.

Second, we will continue to  take threats seriously. We believe evacuating 
the building is the appropriate action. I know it will become easy to be cynical 
and assume any threat is a hoax. Please do n o t succumb to  this attitude. 
Continue to  treat each threat as though  it is real. Thank you for your orderly 
evacuation from the  building.

Third, we do no t w ant you, our students to  pay the price of missing class 
time. For future incidents, NMC will move quickly to  locate available 
classroom space for the  hours affected, and relocate, rather th an  cancel, classes. 
We were developing the  procedures to  do this as Thursday's threat arrived, so 
the process today was a little lumpy. We will work to  refine it and will do * 
everything we can to  get you in to  a new classroom as soon as possible.

Fourth, we w ant to  do everything we can to  prevent future threats and 
disruptions. As a result, NMC is offering a reward of $1000 to  the  person or 
persons w ho provide inform ation leading to  the arrest and conviction of the 
person or persons w ho called in  any of these bom b threats. To report leads, 
people can call the  police tip  line, 947-8477.

Thank you very m uch.
T im othy  J. N elson 
President

L o n g - t i m e  e m p l o y e e  t o  t a k e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p o s i t i o n

C h e t  J a n i k  

l e a v e s  t o  j o i n  

G T A C S

NICOLE AGRUDA
MANAGING EDITOR_________

Tw enty-one years ago at 
NMC there was no  runn ing  
water, no  m odern  toilets, 
and no  electricity. N ot even 
sliced bread. One m an came 
and changed all that: Chet 
Janik.

Ok, ok, so maybe that's a 
little bit of an exaggeration,

b u t C het Janik  did come 
here 21 years ago and he did 
work in  several positions 
th a t helped  m ake m any 
changes and im provem ents 
at NMC.

"There have been 
trem endous changes at 
NMC, bo th  physically and 
academ ically," Jan ik  said, 
w ho currently is the Director 
of College Outreach

"Then there were fewer 
buildings. For example the 
Beckett Building was n o t 
here, and of course, M-TEC 
as well as th e  curren t

construction were n o t here 
either. Also the W hite Pine 
Press and  NMC M agazine 
did no t exist. WNMC was 
only operating on  10 watts 
and could only be heard on 
campus," Janik recalled. "It 
was 1985 w hen we raised 
student activities fees tha t 
allowed m oney  for the  
W hite Pine Press, NMC 
Magazine, and WNMC. Now 
WNMC operates on  600 
watts."

Jan ik  expanded his 
th ough ts  on  NMC's 
im provem ents by adding

th a t the  college has more of 
a focus on  students.

"There are m ore campus- 
wide com m ittees th a t 
students are involved with. 
There are very few college 
com m ittees today th a t do 
n o t have at least one student 
member," Janik said. "Also 
th e  cam pus is hand icap  
accessible, the parking lots 
and  sidewalks have been 
im proved and  studen t 
activities such as the  
m agazine and  new spaper 
have grow n."

But back before even the

clock tower is w hen Janik 
came. He came to  NMC fall 
1980 and lived on campus as 
the  West Hall Supervisor. 
W hat was one position and 
one responsibility, bloom ed 
in to  m any others over his 
21-year stay at NMC.

"I can 't say exactly how 
m any  different titles I've 
held or com m ittees I've been 
involved w ith . My 
responsibilities have
changed  num erous tim es 
over the  years," Janik said. " 
For the  first 10 years m y 
c o n in u e d  o n  p a g e  9



F r o m  t h e  s t a f f  

T i m e  f o r  t o r t u r e ?
There are 700 detainees suspected of 
having information about Mr. Ladin 
and his terrorist empire. Is it time to tor
ture them? Pain might make them  talk!

Torture works! In the  Philippines, 
persecution forced Abdul Hakim 
M urad to  reveal details of plots to  kill 
the  Pope and  to  crash 11 U.S. airlin
ers in to  the  ocean. Intelligence agents 
had arrested him  in 1995, after he 
blew up his apartm ent while m aking 
bom bs. They broke his ribs, forced 
water in to  his m outh , p u t cigarettes 
ou t on  his genitals, and  threatened 
worse. M urad nam ed names.

But does the  U.S. ever use to r
ture? Yes!

The U.S. routinely out-sources 
torture to  countries like Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia and Jordan, according to  
Dahlia Lithwick, w riting in  Slade.
And the  U.S. trains o ther people in 
cruelty. Foreign officers are trained in  
facilities here in  the  U.S. "M anuals...

th a t advocated execution, torture, 
beatings, and blackmail, were w ritten 
in  Spanish (and) used to  train  th o u 
sands of Latin American security 
force agents . . .in  Colombia, Ecuador, 
El Salvador, Guatem ala and Peru," 
reports Amnesty International.
During the  30-year conflict in 
Guatemala, tens of thousands of peo
ple were tortured, killed or 'disap
peared' at the  hands of governm ent 
security forces or param ilitaries," 
Amnesty In ternational also claims. 
Our country  had a role in  training 
these officials.

Even w ith in  our borders, the  U.S. 
governm ent carries ou t torture. In 
1964 Yuri Nosenko (a form er KGB 
agent) defected to  the  U nited 
States. The CIA kept h im  locked up in 
a 10-foot square concrete cell for 3 
years. He was denied food, sunlight, 
h um an  contact and reading m ateri
als. W hen Yuri built toys ou t of lint,

they  were confiscated. Finally th e  CIA 
released Yuri having been convinced 
th a t he  was a real defector. This case 
resulted in  the  dismissal of m any 
counterintelligence executives.

Question everything our govern
m ent does. Ask if each action represents 
the values we stand for. Our doubt of 
government is central to  our values. The 
country's founders set up a system of 
checks and balances because they were 
suspicious of any government.

M istrust is patriotic.
U nfortunately the  events of 9-11 
have m ade m any believe th a t dis
agreeing w ith  President Bush is u n p a
triotic. True, we need to  set up a u n it
ed front against terrorism, bu t m ind 
less acceptance of governm ent poli
cies is the  opposite of patriotism . This 
crisis offers us a chance to  answer the 
question, "W ho are we?"
BRIAN ABBOTT
STAFF WRITER

G e t  a  l i f e ;  s t o p  m a k i n g  t h r e a t s

Last m o n th  NMC lost tim e, money, 
and learning. N ot only did it happen  
once, bu t it happened m ore th an  
once. Bomb threats caused the 
Science Building to  be evacuated and 
closed for hours while police, fire
fighters, and  K-9 units searched the 
building for explosives.

W hy would anyone call in  such a 
threat? It seems as though  som eone 
was just looking to  have some fun at 
the expense of others. It was hardly 
funny, especially in  light of the  Sept. 
11 attacks.

Fortunately no  tragedy came of 
the  bom b threats here at NMC. They 
proved to  be childish pranks, bu t in i
tially had  to  be treated seriously.

W h a t e v e r  t h e  r e a s o n ,  

it w a s  i g n o r a n t  a t  b e s t

The pranks cost the  college and 
the  taxpayers money. They cost the 
faculty, staff, and students their time. 
And they  cost students part of their 
education, however small.

W hy was calling in  a bom b threat 
so m uch fun?

Was it to  get ou t of an exam?
Odds are if you are desperate 

enough to  call in  a th rea t over an 
exam, you 're probably failing any

how.
Was it to  see the  pretty red fire 

trucks?
The fire station is only two blocks 

from  here -  walk there.
Was it to  see the  flashing lights 

on  the  police cars?
Next tim e just try  speeding. For 

example, you could drive 55 m ph  
right ou t here on  M unson Avenue.

W hatever the  reason, it was igno
ran t at best. Next tim e you w ant to 
break the  law, do it on  your ow n tim e 
and  at your ow n expense.
NICOLE AGRUDA
MANAGING EDITOR



L e t t e r  t o  t h e  E d i t o r

W e b  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i s  p o p u l a r

In regards to  the article, "Students choose in- 
person registration" in  the October 15 th  news
paper, I feel obligated to state the  positives 
about Telephone and Web registration (since I 
was only quoted about the  problems). Not all 
students choose in-person registration! This fall 
we had 510 people use Web and 443 use 
Telephone registration. N ot all those people had 
problems. Both modes of registration, especially 
Web, have been growing in  popularity. Web and 
Telephone registration give the  student the abil
ity to  register from anywhere, weekdays or 
weekends, in  the m orning or at night. As w ith 
any large com puter program  there is no  deny
ing there m ay be some problems, bu t we try to 
fix those as soon as we become aware of them . 
As a com m unity  college, we are trying to  m eet 
the needs of all our students by providing an 
alternative to  com ing on  campus to  register, 
drop, add or pay for classes.

In regards to  students' frustration w ith PINs 
(Personal Identification Number), we are very 
protective of a student's security code, i.e. their 
PIN. It is our duty and the law th a t we n o t give 
ou t any identifiable inform ation on  a student, 
and  PINs allow access to  sensitive inform ation .

We are walking the fine line between m aking 
Telephone and Web registration easy to  use, bu t 
protecting students' personal inform ation. 
Therefore we do require a w ritten request w ith 
the  student's signature and a valid copy of their 
driver's license or M ichigan ID to change the 
PIN. We will n o t give it out over the telephone. 
We will accept a faxed copy of the  request and 
ID so the student does no t have to  come to 
campus. Students m ay change their own PIN on 
the telephone or web system. (Of course you 
m ust know your current PIN to do this!) If a 
student wants to  know how  to do Web or 
Telephone registration, they -may read about it

in  the  schedule of classes th a t is prin ted  every 
semester. There is a w ealth of inform ation in 
the  class schedule; drop/add deadline dates, 
refund dates, graduation dates, th a t your PIN 
starts ou t as your birthdate and you should 
change it for your security, and  office hours. 
This inform ation is also available at the  Web 
Registration site. We cannot contact each stu
den t w ith all this inform ation so they  do need 
to  take the  tim e to  read w hat's provided. I apol
ogize for problem s th a t do occur (it happens -  
and please let us know  w hen it does), bu t I did 
w ant the readers of this newspaper to  know 
th a t Telephone and Web registration work well 
for m any people. We also w ant students to 
know th a t we are working to  make the  process 
easier yet still keep their inform ation secure. 
Thank You.
JAN GASNIK
RECORDS, REGISTRATION & CASHIERING OFFICE

Editor's note: Specific registration figures-3220 regis
tered in person; 443, over the phone; and 510, over the 
web-were left out of the Registration article in the Oct. 
15 issue of White Pine Press.
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JOHN METIVA 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

W ith spring semester registration beginning 
Nov. 19, m any students m ay have questions 
and concerns about signing up for classes.

First-time students will have more to  sort 
through th an  current students. Incom ing stu
dents m ust attend an orientation session, 
which familiarizes them  w ith the  campus, 
allows them  to m eet w ith an adviser or coun
selor, and lets them  schedule and register for 
classes. Students m ust also com plete the 
COMPASS test, in writing, reading and m ath 
for class placement.

Students w ho have already taken the 
COMPASS test have three options w hen reg
istering for classes. They m ay sign up on  cam
pus in  the Registration Office, or use tele
phone or web registration. Telephone and 
web registration are available to  students as 
long as they are no t required to have an 
adviser's signature, do n o t have any past-due

financial balance, and have n o t been sus
pended, according to  Jan Gasnik, Records 
Specialist.

Students w ho need help deciding which 
classes are best for their needs will find it in 
the Counseling Center. Since the Counseling 
Center sees a large num ber of students it can 
get hectic. "We try to  keep appointm ents 
open as long as we can, bu t w hen it gets clos
er to  final registration we shift to  all walk-in 
visits," Carol Zaremba, Secretary, said.

Late registrations are possible but no t 
always recommended, according to  Avace 
Wildie, Counselor. If a student pursues late 
registration, the space m ust be available in 
the classroom and the student needs to  get 
the instructor's signature. "Late registrations 
can be difficult because of the  students 
responsibility to  make up missed work and it 
is the instructor's prerogative to  make the 
decision to  allow late registrations."

To find out if spring schedules have 
arrived, students m ay call the  W elcome

TOM AUCH 
STAFF WRITER

Today there are many choices 
for us when it comes to  enter
tainment. We have high defini
tion TV, DVD, digital audio and 
other media on our personal 
computers that come in differ
ent file formats.

However, unless you 
have a fairly new computer, 
d o n 't bother. You're system 
m ay run  bu t it'll crawl or 
freeze up for a restart.

W hen it comes to  music, 
you have four choices of play
ers. W inam p, M usicm atch 
Jukebox, RealNetworks 
Realjukebox and Microsoft 
Media Player. It's in this area 
that we've seen the biggest 
consum er paradigm  shift 
since the advent of television. 
Napster, the popular music 
file sharing service, m ay be all 
bu t dead. However, w hat it 
did was to  put an MP3 file on 
alm ost every com puter in 
America.

MPEG 3 or MP3 is the 
audio form at created by the 
M oving Picture Experts 
Group -  therefore MPEG.

To play your music MP3s, 
for the longest time W inamp 
was the player of choice. It's a

solid player with a long list of 
features. Files load easily and 
playback quality is excellent.

Lately it has been chal
lenged by three jukebox pro
grams: Musicmatch Jukebox, 
RealNetworks Realjukebox 
and Microsoft Media Player. 
They are like Swiss Army 
knives for music, allowing 
users to convert CD tracks into 
digital files, m anage their 
songs, download music into 
portable players and even 
bum  CDs. All three jukeboxes 
are free but since Microsoft 
bundles Media Player w ith 
Windows it will most likely be 
the player of choice in the 
future.

If you've bought a CD 
from the store you can insert 
it in your computer CD drive. 
Open up one of the JukeBox 
programs and convert the CD 
music files, which are in  WAV 
form, to MP3. From there you 
can play it on  your computer 
or transfer it one of the new 
portable players just like a 
Walkman. The typical file size 
of the MP3 is compressed 80 
to  90 percent and sound qual
ity is hardly diminished. A 
blank CD will hold about 15 
uncom pressed WAV songs. 
In MP3 format it can hold 
150 to  200 songs. You can see 
the WAV(e), I m ean MP3 of
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LINDSEY AGRUDA 
STAFF WRITER_____________

W hen a new  semester rolls 
around, some students m ay 
be w ondering how  to  pay it. 
For some, m oney m ay no t 
be an issue, bu t for others, it 
is a problem .

So how  will the upcom 
ing semester be paid for? 
The process of receiving aid 
m ay be easier th an  expected.

Deb Faas, Financial Aid 
and  S tuden t Services 
Director, recom m ends "stop
ping in  to  the  Financial Aid 
Office if you have any ques
tions. The door is always 
open and there is no  need 
for an appoin tm ent."

Fass also said," Check the 
NMC catalog for a list of all 
scholarships available and 
w ho's eligible. The com puter 
is another place to  check."

The NMC catalog has a 
list of scholarships in alpha
betical order and is listed 
according to  degree p ro 
grams.

Finding how  to  receive 
m oney m ay require a little 
work on the  students' part. 
For s tu d en t Kristine 
Costello, "scholarship and

financial aid applications are 
too long and tim e consum 
ing," and Kristen Leach said, 
"scholarships are n o t adver
tised e n o u g h ."  In som e 
ways, this m ay be true, bu t 
according to  Faas, "it is up to 
the  student to  discover the 
scholarsh ip  and  take the  
tim e to  apply."

"W hen a s tuden t fills 
out the  FAFSA application, it 
en ters th em  in to  our 
[Financial Aid] database. We 
th en  use th a t inform ation to 
award grants and  scholar
ships," said Faas.

"Of all students on  cam 
pus, a th ird  receive financial 
aid," said Faas.

Free m oney  d oesn 't 
always come easy to  some. 
"Usually, applications ask 
for your parents incom e and

th ey  d o n 't  even consider 
your incom e. So, chances are 
if they  see their incom e and 
they  make too m uch money, 
you're n o t going to  get the 
scholarsh ip" Jenn ifer
Agruda, student, said. "Even 
if you d o n 't th ink  you'll get 
a grant or scholarship, take 
the  tim e to  apply."

A pplying for aid  m ay 
take along tim e. Time that 
som e s tuden ts  m ay n o t 
have. "W ith the  average age 
of students on  cam pus being 
27, the m ajority of students 
are working and going to  
school. They d o n 't  have 
tim e to  fill ou t applications 
and they  figure th a t if they  
can 't get a grant or scholar
ship, they  m ight as well pay 
for it themselves. They fig
ure if they  are working, they 
can pay for school because 
NMC is m ore affordable 
th an  four year universities" 
said Faas.

If there are any ques
tions about aid, or how  to 
apply, th e  Financial Aid 
office is always willing to  
he lp . In fact, NMC is cur
rently  working on  posting 
all of the  available scholar
ships on  line at the  NMC 
web site.

Faas suggests th a t "if you 
haven 't applied and w ant to  
apply, do it as soon as possi
ble."
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FILLIP VON SCHRETTER 
EDITOR____________________

Globe Traveler was on  his 
way to the  airport. It was 
6:45 a.m. Thursday and  too 
early for any college student 
to be awake. But Globe was 
taking the  8:10 a.m. flight 
from Traverse City to  get to 
New Orleans in  tim e for 
Thanksgiving dinner.

At 6:55 a.m . Globe 
arrived at the airport. He was 
two hours and 15 m inutes 
early to m eet the airlines' 
new  requirem ents. He 
parked his car, grabbed his 
duffel bag, a large plastic bag 
and a backpack and walked 
to  the  term inal building.

In the term inal he got in 
line for the check-in coun t
er. W hile waiting he cursed 
himself for no t stopping to 
get coffee.

T hirty  m inu tes later, 
Globe stepped up  to  the  
check-in worker, pu t his duf
fel bag on  the  scale and 
handed her the  ticket.

"I also need to  see some 
governm ent ID," said the  
rep friendly.

Globe handed  her his 
driver's license.

"How m any items will 
you be checking in today?"

Globe said one and two 
carry-ons but reconsidered 
after the representative told 
him  he could only have one 
carry-on bag. He decided to 
keep the  backpack and  to 
squeeze the con ten t of the 
plastic bag in to  his duffle 
bag.

After answering the stan
dard security questions (yes, 
I packed m y bags and did 
no t leave them  unattended -  
no t even for a split second) 
he was handed his boarding 
pass. A have-a-pleasant- 
flight later Globe was on  his 
way to  the gate.

Only security and th en  I 
should be on  m y way he 
thought.

He pu t all m etal items in 
th e  Tupperware box, th e  
backpack in  th e  x-ray 
m achine and th en  walked 
th rough the  security gate. 
W hen the alarm w ent of he 
imm ediately knew th a t he 
m ust have m issed som e
th ing . A security officer 
asked him  to step aside. A 
m etal detector test and a pat 
down later the officer deter
m ined th a t the big m etal 
zipper on  Globe's jacket had 
triggered the alarm.

M eanw hile, Globe's 
backpack had  attracted some 
special a tten tion  too.

"May I open your back
pack," security officer #2 
asked.

Globe agreed.
He watched as his bag 

was being strip searched for 
any dangerous devices. In 
the  process Globe lost a nail 
file, a corkscrew wrapped as 
a present for his dad and his 
pocket knife. The items were

confiscated he was told bu t 
they  w ould be re tu rned  
w hen he got back from New 
Orleans.

Stressed out bu t still half 
asleep Globe w ent to  his 
gate. There he sat down and 
waited. Just w hen he was 
dozing off, the  boarding call 
woke h im  u p.

Globe had  to  prove his 
iden tity  one final tim e 
before he boarded the plane 
bu t th en  he was finally on 
his way. His seatbelt clicked 
as he sat down in his seat 
and before long Globe was 
sound asleep.

The rest of the trip  w ent 
as p lanned and he m ade it 
hom e on  tim e for turkey 
dinner.

T o  a v o i d  t h e  
h a s s l e  G l o b e ,  m y  
f i c t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  
w e n t  t h r o u g h  a n d  
t o  m a k e  a i r  t r a v e l  
a s  e a s y  a s  p o s s i 
b l e  y o u  s h o u l d  
f o l l o w  t h e s e  r u l e s  
a n d  s u g g e s t i o n s .

• Be two to three hours 
early for check-in.
• Bring a driver's license 
and/or passport.
• Travel light. One piece 
of carry-on is allowed on 
airline flights.
• Take only  carry-on 
luggage. It saves tim e at 
larger airports where pas
sengers can go straight to  
the  counter at the depar
ture gate.
• Avoid any sharp, 
pointy or club-like objects 
in carry-on items. These 
include straight razors, 
knives, nail files, scissors

, and corkscrews. Baseball 
bats, golf clubs, pool cues 
and ski poles are no t 
allowed either.
• Allowed carry-on items 
are nail clippers, umbrel
las, walking canes, safety 
razors, syringes (if profes
sionally labeled), tweezers 
and pets.
• Be ready to  dem on-

m ent is working. Other
wise those items might be 
confiscated.
• Put questionable items 
in suitcases that are meant 
to be checked in.
• Avoid clothing with 
metal items. It saves tim e 
at security.
• Never leave bags 
unattended and do no t 
accept item s from  
strangers.
• Call the  airlines and 
ask about restrictions.









Joe Matyskella composes his show for WNMC in the office in the West Hal l basement. PHOTO BY TOM AUCH

WNMC promotes public 
service among volunteers
PEGGY ABBOTT 
STAFF WRITER
"Working at the radio 
station here at the college is 
exciting!" Ellen Murray said. 
She is the DJ for WNMC's 
mid-day jazz show and 
produces "Out on the 
Town," a calendar that is 
broadcast twice daily "You 
get to hear all the new CDs, 
ones that aren't popular yet. 
Then two weeks later, you 
might see the musicians 
being interviewed on TV. 
You get in on all the new 
stuff, on the cutting edge."

“There has to be a 
balance between 
raw self-expression 
and public service.”

ERIC HINES
GENERAL MANAGER

"I definitely know music 
better," said Matt Heymes, 
who creates a rock show. 
"The speaking part, talking 
over the air, has made me 
more confident. Plus, the

people who work there are 
really nice and interesting."

"I think it's great that it's 
a college radio station," said 
Michael Dudek, former 
NMC student. "It adds a lot 
to the community. To go in 
there for three hours is a 
worthwhile time. I play 
what I want and I play some 
requests. It's a collaborative 
thing, with the community 
and the college. It's 
intertwined."

This station is an 
outreach service of the 
college. "The community 
college has a broader role

than traditionally conceived 
schools. We teach classes 
and students directly, of 
course," said Station 
Manager, Eric Hines, "but we 
also play a role in the 
community to people who 
are not students. To these 
people, the college offers 
cultural advantages and 
enrichment, like the 
museum, the observatory, 
and the radio station. This 
public outreach has an 
impact on the community."

The station welcome 
students. Hines said that of 
the 42 people doing shows, 
12 are current or former 
NMC students. "It takes a 
fair level of commitment," 
Hines said. "You have your 
three hours each week, And 
that's your responsibility. So 
you have to come to play 
music and talk.”

WNMC is known for its 
diverse experimental local 
programming. Almost 
everything broadcast at 
WNMC is assembled right in 
the small studio, tucked 
away in the basement of 
West Hall. When you walk 
through the door, down a 
short corridor, you 
encounter a laundry just as 
you turn to go to the radio 
station. The feeling of a 
hideaway in the basement is 
strong. But the room itself is 
inviting. Just a few steps into 
the office reveals shelves of 
vinyl records, racks of music 
magazines and stickers on 
cabinets and fridge. It seems 
like a friendly place.

Each of the three offices 
off the main room is loaded 
with CDs. The first office 
makes it clear that the 
station could use some more 
shelving and a librarian for 
its piles of computer disks, 
CDs, shelves of records. In a 
second office, wall units 
hold piles of publications; 
boxes of CDs are piled 3 
high, 4 wide.

Outside the third office 
is a sign, "On the air." It is 
not lit. Yet, someone's voice 
announces a song. Inside, 
the walls are covered in 
foam, and large equipment, 
big electronic cases with 
dials, looms large. A man is 
here, putting a CD in a case 
and inserting it in a CD 
player.

This is Joe Matyskella, 
the station Program 
Director, "like a vice 
president," he explains. He 
is playing a show ofjazz, and 
he shows the shelves of CDs 
in the current rotation. For 
the show, Matyskella can 
choose what to play.

He pointed to a full mail 
crate. "That is today's mail. 
Record companies send us

records every day", 
Matyskella said. "The music 
director decides which ones 
get played."

What criteria are used? 
"We probably won't play 
commercial rock, like the 
Zone," Matyskella
explained. The station has 
defined itself in the 
community. Murray said 
they used to play more rock 
in the afternoon, but 
listeners complained. Now 
the station focuses more on 
jazz. Rock is programmed 
later in the evening.

Hines described the 
reality of playing what 
people what to hear. For one 
thing, community
education means "finding 
out what people want to 
listen to and bringing things 
to people they didn't know 
they wanted." This is the 
public service mindset. 
Sometimes students think 
that they can make people 
listen to the music they 
want, "There has to be a 
balance between raw self- 
expression and public 
service," Hines said.

Also, as WNMC is not an 
NPR affiliate and does not 
receive those grant sources, 
the radio station is 
dependent on the 
community to give support. 
"Those most likely to donate 
are the thirty- to forty-year 
olds," Hines said, "so we 
have changed our 
programming some to 
attract that group." Murray 
points out that within every 
jazz hour, she also includes 
other tunes to appeal to 
many people.

Listeners, who number 
3700 each month, do not 
give much feedback. Joe 
said, "Listen to the Sunday 
’Show on classical, and let 
the DJ know that you like it. 
Sometimes he feels like no 
one is listening."

Students who want to 
explore music can learn a lot 
by working at the radio 
station. It is not just an 
alternative for listeners, but 
can offer work experiences 
to NMC students.

"Working at the radio 
station requires a three- to 
four-month commitment," 
Matyskella explained. "The 
training is in three parts, 
first orientation, where you 
basically watch someone 
else. And by the third one, 
you are doing a show and 
someone is looking over 
your shoulder."

"I'd like to integrate 
more with student life and 
get more students involved," 
Hines said. "It certainly is a 
valuable experience for 
students."

Fundraiser to begin Nov. 17
RYAN FARRIER 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
"Keeping it alive" might be a good theme 
for WNMC's fall fundraiser which starts 
the weekend of Nov. 10. The fundraisers 
are held every spring and fall for WNMC 
and are key to keeping the station afloat. 
The goal of the on-air pledge drive is to 
raise $30,000.

WNMC is public radio, but some 
might be surprised to find out that the 
station receives no federal funding. All 
operational costs are paid through public 
fundraising, student fees and underwriting 
by businesses and individuals.

"The radio station needs about 
$80,000 in revenue annually, just to sort 
of tread water" according to Eric Hines, 
General Manager of WNMC. A significant 
portion of the total costs goes to cover 
equipment repairs, upkeep and

replacement, the general manager's salary, 
as well as licensing and membership fees. 
Last spring WNMC raised around $24,000, 
short of the $30,000 goal.

While there is a sense of urgency in 
the need to raise funds for the station, 
gains in the station's ratings have been 
promising. Hines noted that during the 
last eighteen-month ratings period 
listenership was up by 20 percent. 
"According to Arbitron we have 3700 
people a week who are tuning in for an 
average of nearly five hours" Hines said. 
That average time spent listening is up 
from one hour, 45 minutes during the 
previous period. Hines would like to see 
gains in the number of listeners who make 
pledges to the station and went to say that 
out of the average 3700 listeners a week, 
"We are only getting 270 or 300 of them 
pledging every half year. We have to 
increase that number."


