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N apoleon Chagnon is one of the  last 
of his kind. After spending a total of 
five years studying and living w ith 
the  Yanom ami people in  Ven
ezuela, he is com ing to  share his 
experiences and  knowledge w ith 
area residents on Feb. 6.

C hagnon has spent 35 years of 
his life conducting field research and 
has spent the  last decade fighting for 
the  rights of the Yanomami people.

"I w ant to  give people an idea of 
w hat it is tha t anthropologists do." 
C hagnon said.

As an avid admirer of Chagnon, 
Sonja Olshove, Social Science In
structor, was instrum ental in  pre
senting the anthropologist to NMC.

"Napoleon Chagnon is one of 
the  m ost fam ous anthropologists

s a s  N e w  s t u d e n t s  c r o w d  c l a s s r o o m s

S t u d e n t  e n r o l l m e n t  

u p  b y  5 %

LINDSEY AGRUDA
STAFF WRITER________________

January 21 marked the first day 
of the  Spring 2002 semester. 
M any students returned for the 
second semester, while NMC 
gained a few newcomers as well.

"The curren t increase in  
enro llm ent was anticipated ," 
said Chuck Shreve, Interim  Dean 
for Student Services. "As early as 
last November, we had an 
enrollm ent projection of 4%."

The m ajority  of new 
students for the Spring semester 
"is in the age category of 30 
years or older," which makes the

age category of "18 to  20 years of 
age stable com pared to  last 
Spring semester," com m ented 
Shreve.

W ith enrollm ent being up, 
m any of the basic classes were 
becoming quickly filled. So, in 
order to  adjust to  the needs of 
the  incom ing students, "faculty 
increased the  num ber of sections 
of classes and in  some cases 
opened sections of currently  
offered classes to accommodate 
the students."

W ith m any of the  basic 
courses having  been filled, 
"more sections have been added 
and an expansion of current 
sections to  accom m odate 
students have been made. All 
students th a t needed basic 
classes have been able to  select

their course," said Shreve.
For the students w ho were 

no t able to  receive a place in a 
basic class, they  "have been 
personally contacted  by the  
office of admissions" and they 
have been "offered assistance 
w ith  getting  the  appropriate 
classes," said Shreve.

So, w hat has contributed to 
the  4% increase in  studen t 
enrollm ent? Shreve added, 
"There's no  doubt th a t the  
current situation of the econom y 
has been a factor in  the 
enrollm ent increase."

"Other factors, such as great 
advertising and marketing, hard 
work by adm inistration and staff 
and in terested  students w ho 
d idn 't enroll last semester" have 
also played a roll," added Shreve.

A n t h r o p o l o g i s t  s p e a k s  a t  N M C

alive today. This is an opportunity  of 
a lifetime to  m eet someone of his 
caliber." Olshove said.

C hagnon tau g h t a the  
University of M ichigan for 
six years and received the 
h ighest h o n o r in  
academ ics, professor 
Emeritus, from  UC 
Santa Barbara. His 
docum entary  film,
The Feast, w on 
several awards, 
including the Gold
en Eagle Award,
Grand Prix and the  Blue 
R ibbon Award at the  
Am erican Film
Festival. Chagnon's 
m onograph on the 
Yanomamo Indians 
is the  m ost widely 
used tex t in  the  
history of an th ro 
pology.

"I uphold  the 
h ighest standards 
of science."

C hagnon said.
Chagnon appeared in ABC's Prime 

Time Live Emmy Award 
w inning program 

about his efforts to 
persuade the 
V e n e z u e l a n  
government to 
protect the 
land of the 
Y a n o m a m o  
tribes in  the 
Rainforest.

W hen looking for his own place 
to  retire, C hagnon and his wife 
traveled along the East Coast before 

choosing Traverse City. 
"I w anted  a 

beautiful place to 
live that had the 
best health  care 

facilities and so we 
chose Traverse City." 
Chagnon said.

According to  Ols
hove, Chagnon's 

work and accom
plishm ents have been 

compared to  th a t of 
Claude Levi-Strauss and 

Margaret Mead. 
His success in field 

research exceeds 
anything done like 

this before. Chag
non risked his life to 
learn the  ways and 

con tinued  on p ag e  3

Pictured above is a man from the Yanomamo 
Indian tribe, of which Chagnon lived with.
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B l u e  l i g h t  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  t u n n e l

Sure Kmart stores are dirty and a little 
less classy th an  Target or even Wal- 
M art for th a t matter. But I can 
rem em ber back to  m y childhood, 
w hen Kmart was the only th ing  in 
th is town, and I would delightfully go 
there on a Saturday afternoon w ith 
m y m om  to get odds and ends. 
(W henever we would get there my 
sister or I would have to  go to  the 
bathroom , an event w hich m om  
dreaded because of the filth.) But 
overall the trip w asn 't so bad because 
there was usually a frozen coke in  it 
for me. But w hat will be in  it for me if 
they  start closing stores? I fear tha t 
this little tow n will lose one of its 
Kmarts .

I know the clothes are tackier than  
Target and prices are higher than  
Wal-Mart, bu t Kmart has som ething to 
offer too. I have never had to  fight 
mall traffic to  get to  a Kmart and to 
me th a t is very, very appealing.

Ah, sure there were the  days w hen 
Kmart was too embarrassing to  be 
seen just in  the  parking lot, let alone 
inside. It was alm ost every Sunday 
after church w hen I was is seventh 
and  eighth grade th a t m y parents 
found some reason to  go to  Kmart. In 
those m iddle school days of the evil 
cliques, being a Kmart shopper was 
just ano ther way to  call yourself a 
loser. (Thank goodness we outgrew

that, and realized th a t where we buy 
our toothpaste and socks does n o t 
define our intelligence nor our 
friendships).

Kmart has become a place th a t is 
just plain convenient. I can get m y 
prescription filled, get a b irthday card 
for m y sister, and pick up a gallon 
milk for grandm a w ithout driving 
across town. The m oney saved on  gas 
and the less stress of driving further in 
tow n to Wal-Mart or Target is w orth 
the  slightly higher price.

Kmart has always had an identity  
issue. Yes, they 're know n for being 
cheap and cheap definitely appeals to 
people. But Kmart challenging Wal- 
Mart to  a price war is like challenging 
Michael Jordan to  a game of one on 
one. Odds are, you'll lose.

Kmart will never be as cheap as 
Wal-Mart, even w ith the blue light.

Nor will it have the chic clothing and 
accessories th a t Target does. However, 
they are as I said convenient. And 
they need to  hold on to  M artha - who 
is definitely a good th ing  - she could 
be the answer to  the identity  crisis 
and the financial crisis.

Wal-Mart can promise us the 
lowest prices on  toothpaste, dish soap, 
and light bulbs w ith a cute sm iley- 
face, and we will believe it because 
that's the  way Sam said it would be, 
Always.

Target can make us w ant to  buy 
cheap, yet stylish clothes w ith their fun 
advertising, and we will believe them  
because we w ant to be trendy too.

In order to  survive, Kmart has to 
make us w ant som ething too. And they 
have to make us believe that they are 
the ones who can help us achieve it.

They also need to  understand th a t 
their success cannot be based on w hat 
other com panies do well, bu t based 
instead on  the  best they  have to  offer 
to  consumers. According to  sales 
reports, Ms. Stewart looks like the best 
they have to  offer.

If they  can make us believe tha t 
we can be dom estic gods and 
goddesses by selling us their M artha 
Stewart line, I th ink  they will find 
their bang for our buck.

NICOLE AGRUDA



D e m o l i t i o n  f r o z e n  f o r  f r e e z e r  b u i l d i n g

NICOLE AGRUDA 
EDITOR

The dem olition of the Freezer building and 
ad joining buildings on the  West Bay 
campus has been temporarily put on hold.

"The dem olition was halted to  make 
sure th a t the  activities associated w ith the 
removal of the  rem aining structure would 
n o t im pact the  classes and activities still in 
the  Automotive Technoligies portion of 
the building," Ed Bailey, C onstruction 
Projects Director, said.

The programs and activities in  the 
rem aining portion of the building are 
Photography, M etalsm ithing, and  
M ichigan Works Offices.

The programs m ust be relocated for 
dem olition  to  con tinue. According to  
Bailey, th e  M etals lab has been 
tem porarily relocated and the  Photo lab is 
being m oved to  a perm anent location site.

"The Photo lab is being perm anently  
relocated to  the  basem ent of the  Science
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continued  from  page 1
th e  language of the  Yanom am o 
people. A lthough there  is some 
controversy still in  the land of the 
Yanomamo, Chagnon would like to 
go back to  see the  people he calls his 
friends.

Chagnon's lecture will take place 
at the Miliken Auditorium, Dennos 
M useum  C enter a t 7p.m . on  
W ednesday Feb. 6, 2002. Admission 
price is a can of food or a $1 
donation  to  the local pantry.

Building," Bailey said. "The facility is 
scheduled for com pletion in late March or 
early April."

"The Metals lab has been relocated to 
the  M aritime building and is holding 
Spring 2002 classes in  this facility," Bailey 
said. "This is a tem porary location until 
this program  is further reviewed as part of 
the overall program  evaluation process at 
NMC."

The evaluation process, according to 
Bailey and Doug Dom ine, Art D epartm ent 
Chair, is a process for evaluating programs 
by their financial needs as well as space 
needed and equipm ent. This evaluation 
process was pu t in to  effect last semester. 
P ho tography  also underw en t the  
evaluation process.

The stop  of dem olition  is on ly  
temporary, according to  Bailey, so th a t the 
rem ain ing  classes and  activities can 
continue, bu t should resume shortly.

"D em olition  is scheduled to  start 
again in  late April," Bailey said.
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Did you hear about last 
semester's concrete canoe?

Did you know  th a t 
Student Governm ent has a 
budget of about $30,000 per 
semester?

Did you know what the 
Triangles and  Rainbows 
organization was?

The chances th a t you 
d idn 't are high.

Student involvement in 
NMC's student organizations 
is low and is not necessarily 
because of lack of interest.

NMC has about 20 clubs 
and organizations tha t all 
are hoping for more student 
involvement.

The organizations with 
the least recruiting problems 
are the ones tha t are tied to 
academic area according to 
Cathy M um a, Student 
Government Adviser.

The local chapter of the 
M ichigan Society of 
Professional Engineers, the 
group that builds the con

crete canoe and tha t is close
ly knit to  the science divi
sion, for example, can boast 
with close to  20 members. 
The Propeller Club, an 
organization at the Maritime 
Academy, even counts 24 
student members.

The NMC Magazine in 
contrast had only six mem
bers last semester. Traces of the 
Computer Gaming Club or 
the Triangles and Rainbows 
Organization can only be 
found after searching on 
NMC's website for a long time.

Another reason may also 
be the structure of the stu
dent body.

A large number of stu
dents are non-traditional stu
dents according to Muma. 
N on-traditional studen ts 
have little tim e to spare.

"I guess they are part- 
time because they are bal
ancing between college and 
family," M uma said.

Lack of inform ation 
about student organizations 
could be another factor in 
low participation in extracur

ricular activities. Only a few 
clubs have their contacts list
ed on NMC's web page.

However, getting involved 
in student organizations can 
be rewarding in many ways.

"I have always wanted to 
be a part of som ething that 
makes a difference. It's well 
beyond w hat I had expect
ed," Jason Wilson, SGA pres
ident, said.

Josh Matula, SGA m em 
ber, added th a t he m ade 
m any new friends.

Besides the com panion
ship that can be found in 
these groups, a few of them  
also offer financial rewards. 
W hite Pine Press, for exam
ple, offers students stipends 
for up to  $600 per semester. 
Phi Theta Kappa offers spe
cial transfer scholarships to

members. M any clubs also 
go on trips to conferences all 
across the nation.

The clubs available at 
NMC are varied, ranging 
from WNMC, the school's 
radio station, to  Triangles 
and Rainbows, NMC's gay 
and lesbian club. To find out 
more about each of these 
organizations see the  big 
box on the top page.









Research on "700 block" provides colorful history
West Bay campus 
buildings began 
as a brewery
NICOLE AGRUDA 
EDITOR

For many college students, beer could 
be classified as one of the major food 
groups. It is ironic that the West Bay 
campus started as a brewery.

For those students who do not 
regularly include beer in their diet, 
they may include ice cream. 
Occupying the property for many 
years as well, was a creamery.

It may not have been Ben and 
Jerry's, but McCool's promised to be 
'Velvet Smooth.'

"The original owners were 
actually land owners, who owned 
the property possibly for residence 
or just to own a piece of property," 
Alan Beer, AV Systems Technical 
Assistant, said.

Beer has had an interest in the 
history of the West Bay campus for 
quite some time. He said that it is 
actually the 700 block of Traverse 
City. Most often it is referred to as 
the West Bay campus or Maritime 
campus of NMC, paying no 
attention to the postal address. But 
long before NMC established 
residency, the entire 700 block was 
occupied by different owners with 
various business opportunities.

"The first business sale was the 
Traverse City Brewery in 1901," Beer 
said. "Mr. Joseph Gambes was the name 
of the man who bought the property."

The Morning Record promised 
that Mr. Gambes business 
would be an "important 
enterprise" and that 
a "large force of m e n "

A view from the inside of the remaining 
portion o f freezer building may look very 
empty and abandoned now, but it was once 
occupied and served many purposes.

P H O TO  B Y TOM  AU CH

would be employed. Unfortunately, 
the brewery could not stay in business 
during Prohibition, and so new owners 
purchased the property.

"1919 is the next recorded event 
that I could find," Beer said. "That is 
when the Northern Creamery bought 
the lots. They started out in the original 
building that the brewery occupied and 
then began to expand out."

According to Beer, that is when the 
cold storage building was built. At the 
time it was the only 
cold storage plant 
north of 
Grand : a

, ' ^ f v

Rapids. The Northern Creamery, 
owned by W.A. McCool, produced and 
stored many items including butter 
and ice cream. It was possible that 
they stored frozen cherries through
out the winter as well. The Record 
Eagle reported in February of 1919 
that the creamery manufactured five 
tons of butter and 1,000 gallons of 
ice cream daily.

"One article reported that a ten- 
year-old boy was locked in the freezer 
area overnight," Beer said. "He was 
reportedly found in the early morning, 
after eating ice cream, asleep. It took 
three days of intensive care at home to 
save all of his limbs."

According to Beer, the creamery 
changed owners and its name. An 
article in the Record Eagle from 
1939, names John Maxbauer as the 
new owner, which Beer doesn't 
know whether or not there is a 
relation to the Maxbauers who 
currently own the market down
town, and was called the Maxbauer 
Creamery.

Beer said that after the Maxbauers 
purchased the creamery, the next 
owners were Cherry Growers Incor
porated. He has had some trouble 
pinpointing when exactly Cherry 
Growers purchased the property.

"There is a gap in the timeline I 
have," Beer said about his research, 
"but between the time it was a 
creamery and when the college 

purchased the property, Cherry 
Growers Incorporated owned it 

for some time. I just can't find 
a document or article that 
tells me when exactly that 
change of hands took place."

Beer said he is 
continuing his research 
by trying to contact 
people who know from 

personal experien
ces about 

t h

property and the businesses that 
occupied it.

" I have found a lot of infor
mation, but with the cherry industry 
being so large, it's hard to pinpoint a 
specific event that would give me 
some information about this plot of 
land," Beer said.

Beer said that Cherry Growers froze 
and canned fruit. They also processed 
apples which seemed as equally 
important as the cherry processing.

" I found an article from 1954 
reporting on the importance of the 
apple industry and in that same time 
frame they expanded the buildings 
and added a building they called 
'sweet cherry burning.'" Beer said. 
"Why did they burn cherries? Well, I 
haven't figured that out yet."

There are still other unsolved 
mysteries surrounding the property. 
According to Beer, some type of 
natural phenomenon occurred several 
times that it was called the "annual."

"This was an annual event that 
took place on the water," Beer said. 
"It was like a geyser. It was in the 
early 1900s when a strange water 
spout came up out of the water. The 
first article was actually titled 'Water 
Boils.' They didn't know what it was. 
It was an article I found later that 
they called the 'annual'."

There apparently is a rumor of a 
ghost story linked to the property.

" I don't have the ghost story," 
Beer said. "If it happened, I didn't 
find it in my research."

Maybe someday, Beer will find the 
answers to the ghost story, the 
mysterious geyser, and the gaps in his 
timeline. But in the meantime, he 
continues his research despite the fact 
all of the old structures will be tom 
down and replaced by new buildings.

"The purchase of the property by 
NMC in 1967 was good for the area 
because it brought in more students 
to the Auto Tech program, which 
was the first program there on the 

property," Beer said. "The new 
plan looks good as 

well."

The freezer building stood tall for many years and was the 
home of various businesess. Now, with the demolition near 
completion, it will be replaced by buildings that will help to 
educate students for many years. P H O TO  B Y TO M  AU CH


