Chinese art
comes to
Dennos
Museum

‘Land of the Dragon’
coming in March
LINDSEY AGRUDA

STAFF WRITER_______________________

This coming March starts the first of
three different cultural exhibits.
"Land of the Dragon: 6000 Years of
Chinese Art" will be on display
March 10 and will run until Sept. 1.
This exhibit was "intended to be
the first of three exhibits that will
look at the cultures of China, Japan
(for exhibit in 2003) and Africa (for
exhibit sometime in 2005)" said
Gene Jennem an, Director of the
Dennos Museum. "I thought these
exhibitions would be especially
attractive to schools both k-12 and
for NMC students as well as the
general
public"
commented
Jenneman.
There are over 200 works
featured in the China exhibit which

Foreign
enrollment
doubles
FILLIP VON SCHRETTER

EDITOR

The enrollment of international students at NMC is at an all
time high. Since fall 2000 the number of international
students enrolled has increased from 15 to 35.
Jim Bensley, international student adviser, informed
White Pine Press that there are two main reasons for the
increase. In a survey that Bensley conducted the students
answered that one way they found out about NMC was the
internet Bensley said.
■continued on pag*

Bomb threats
continue on campus
NICOLE AGRUDA

EDITOR

Police and a bomb unit were called to the
main campus after 2 p.m. on Feb. 5 after
NMC received another bomb threat, the
fifth since Oct. 9. Students and staff were
quickly evacuated and some classes
relocated.
"The building was closed for about
two and half hours," Debby Disch,
Executive Director of Administrative

Services, said. "The classes that were in
progress when we received the call were
not relocated. All others were."
Disch
com mented
that
the
investigation was turned over to the
Police, however the reward that was
offered last semester still stands.
"NMC feels this caller has cost the
entire College community in terms of
missed classes, missed work time and
other impacts," Disch said.
President Timothy Nelson's letter
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From the staff

People just don't care
Last week, my sister fell down in a
parking lot. Not that this was a dra
matic episode fit for ER, but as we
rushed inside for Band-aids, and maybe
some compassion, we quickly found
that no one cared.
No one cared there was a poorly
lit parking lot; no one cared there was
at least a six inch drop off of the pave
ment; and no one cared that this
young woman had "broken," bloody
pants and a swollen knee.
Maybe she just wasn't paying
attention because she was so excited
about our weekend ritual of attending
my brother's soccer game and going
shopping.
Maybe she wasn't watching where
she was walking because she was ram
bling off words about hair gel and
folders.
For whatever reason, she took a
nose dive to the pavement.
As she laid there rolling in the
dirt, she, our other sister, andI
laughed until we realized her pants
were torn (or as she put it, she "broke"

No one cared that a
happy night of shopping
quickly turned into a night
at Urgent Care and a
tetanus shot.
her last pair of Old Navy Khakis!) her
knee swollen, and the blood running.
We decided this was a situation for
our mom to handle, so we headed for
the building - two of us walking and
one of us hobbling. Inside the establish
ment we were greeted with stares,
laughs, and some dumbfounded young
boys. At least Mom pulled through with
some sympathy and Band-aids.
So, what did we learn here? Not
many people cared that a happy night
of shopping quickly turned into a night
at Urgent Care and a tetanus shot.
But what did we really learn? That

no one cares too much for others.
Sure we think we care about others,
but are we really just being polite?
I thought about this as our sisterly
shopping trio was reduced to a duo.
As we actually walked around shop
ping, I picked up the things our newly
crippled sister really needed and my
stuff. (Including a new pair of pants
for my sister, because I felt bad.) But it
was in the never-ending line that I
thought about caring for others.
So, I asked myself, what's the dif
ference between caring for others and
their feelings, or just being (or acting)
polite? I could say that I think of oth
ers when I do good deeds. However,
what if I only do those deeds to make
myself feel like a better person?
So, I decided, I had enough of being
philosophical, and continued to shop.
So, what diD I really learn? To
each his own, meaning my terms of
kindness are mine and yours are yours
not to be judged differently.

NICOLE AGRUDA

EDITOR
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Foreign
enrollment

“NMC is more personal
education.”

continued froM page 1

"Technology has been an
important window for the awareness
of NMC and its programs," Bensley
said.
The other factor that played an
important role according to Bensley is
word-of-mouth promotion. Many of
the new students from Zimbabwe for
example were recruited by Albert
Chiwandamira, who came to NMC
from Zimbabwe in 2000.
Yet, there are more factors that
make the college attractive for
foreign students.
"This college has everything and
more. Best of all, it is affordable,"
Gigi Ying from Hong Kong stated
about the college on its website.
"NMC
is
more
personal
education. You can ask the teachers
questions in class," Diego Silva from
Columbia said.
The college makes an effort to
make the new students feel at home.

DIEGO SILVA
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT

For example, last semester President
Tim Nelson had flags put up in the
Welcome Center representing each
student's home country.
International student also are
encouraged to take part in the
international student club.
The admissions team guides
potential students with through
application
process.
Foreign
students are required to pass the Test
of English as a Foreign Language
(TOEFL) with a certain score. The
test is designed to measure language
competency.
The students then have to prove
that they have sufficient funds to
complete an associate's program.
Once the paperwork is complete, the
admissions team sends out an 1-20

Bombs
from last fall offered a
$1 000 reward to the
person or persons who had
any information leading to
the arrest and conviction
of the person or persons
who called in the threats.
As Nelson's letter also
stated, these threats are
crimes and those respon
sible will be punished to
the full extent of the law.
"W hen the caller is

The International Student Club, pictured above, meets every other Friday in the Beckett
Building. International students are encouraged to join, however all students are welcome.
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form that the students need to apply
for a visa. Even then getting the visa
can be difficult.
"Countries that are politically
unstable often have difficulty
securing a visa," Bensley added.
For the future the college is
hoping to further increase the

refer [students] to Presi
dent Nelson's letter to the
College last fall. We remain
as upset with this as we
were then."

identified, we will pursue
whatever is appropriate
based on the facts at that
time," Disch said. " i would

EDITORS NOTE: President
Nelson's letter appeared in the
Nov. 5, 2001 issue o f the
White Pine Press. It can also
be viewed at the White Pine
Press website (www.whitepine
press.com) or at the NMC
w eb site (www. n mc .ed u ).
Anyone, who has a lead, can
call the police tip line at
947-8477.

international student population
President Nelson said last semester.
International students add "much
richness to the learning experience"
Bensley concludes.
Next semester NMC might be
looking at eight new international
students according to Bensley.

ISTLC construction on schedule
NICOLE AGRUDA

EDITOR

Currently as students walk past the ISTLC
building, it merely resembles a building
that is trapped in a bubble. The building
is enclosed by plastic while workers con
tinue to lay bricks and work inside.
"Most of the brickwork is done and
about 95 percent of the steel-work is fin
ished," Ed Bailey, Construction Projects
Director, said. "The only real delay there
has been on the project has been steel
delivery. Erecting a steel building doesn't
really take that long at all, but the way
the process works is that the steel is from
Minnesota, and is then sent to a fabrica
tor who then customizes it for our build
ing and they have been late consistently.
The steel erectors were scheduled to be
here for three weeks, but they have been
here for over three months."
According to Bailey, the late arrivals of
steel have not slowed down other projects
going on in and around the building.
"The large part of the building is
done, so they've moved to working on
the interiors," Bailey said. "The project
itself is still scheduled to be done on
time. We still plan to open the building
for the Fall 2002 semester."
There is still plenty of work to be
done on the outside, but the inside is
already getting it's fair share of work
done in it as well. Bailey said right now,
the steel workers are working on the
exterior along with the masons laying
the brick. On the interior, there are the
plumbers and fitters, electricians, and
the people working on the drywall and
metal studs.
"The trades are moving around
inside trying to keep up with whatever
[job] is available," Bailey said. "For
example the electricians move from
section to section as they complete
each piece of it."
Moving section by section, accord
ing to Bailey, a lot of work is getting
done. It is not yet totally enclosed, but
inside, the work is moving along.
"Inside the metal studs are up, so
you can see the size of the classrooms
and the prep-rooms," Bailey said. "The
duct work is up on the first floor and
the electricians have done most of their
work on the first floor as well. The only
real work left on the first floor is to put
up the drywall, so it's pretty far along."
According to Bailey, the lack of
snow and the mild weather this winter
has really been helpful as well.
"The original schedule planned for
the exterior to be finished by
November, but with the steel being so
late, they were working outside right
up until Christmas." Bailey said. "If we
had had an early heavy winter, we may
have been in real trouble."
According to Bailey, because of the
mild winter, the roof has already
begun to be installed as well. He also
said that within the next few weeks,
the steel work will be completed, and
other parts of the exterior. In February,
window frames and windows will be
installed.

Sneak peek inside ISTLC

Students can expect
bigger, better labs inside
the Integrated Science
and Technology
Learning Center
NICOLE AGRUDA

EDITOR_____________________________________

While the ISTLC is not scheduled to open
until Fall 2002, many students may be won
dering what is going on behind the bricks
and plastic curtains.
Construction Projects Director, Ed Bailey,
said that the building is on schedule and
there is plenty of work being done in the
interior. According to Bailey, the metal studs
are up, which are the framework for all of the

classrooms, labs, and prep rooms.
"The way the classrooms are set up, it is
unlike anything we have done," Bailey said.
"They will be state of the art scientific teaching
labs. The organic chemistry labs are set up in a
horse shoe shape, with lab tables in the middle
of the room, so that the students can literally
spin around and work with the fume hood.
Also, everything is low so that the instructor
and students can interact more easily, unlike
the current labs in the Science Building."
Bailey said that students can expext cut
ting edge technology in ISTLC. All classrooms
and labs will have overhead projectors and
drop-down screens. He said that instructors
from each scientific area were able to say
what they wanted and needed in terms of
space and other needs.
"We wanted to spend time and find out
what the instructors needed to make the pro

grams work here,” Bailey said. "We also had
a specialty lab consultant that came in."
The building has some unique features as
well, Bailey pointed out.
"If you go to the Science Building, there's
always students sitting in the hallways," Bailey
said. "In ISTLC we have created space in the
hallways with built-in benches and chairs, so
that there's places for students to be without
being right in the hallway. There are about five
student interaction areas, or places students
can go and just hang out."
Not only will there be plenty of space,
but once the building is finished, students
will once again be able to walk a straight
path across campus.
"You can cut right through the building if
you want to," Bailey said. " It's set up to do that.
You will also be able to connect into Biederman
and Tanis Buildings from the ISTLC."
Also, between the Biederman Building
and the ISTLC, Bailey said there will be an
outdoor amphitheater that could be used for
a variety of things including an outdoor class.

Dave Steen: A Survivor's Story
Student survives
life threatening
disease
PAMELA ADAMS

STAFF WRITER

When Dave Steen got sick he
thought it was just the flu.
But it turned out to be much
worse. It turned out to be a
battle for his life.
Steen, 23, had been
home sick and on September
25 his joints were so tight he
could barely move. His
m other took him to the
doctor and from where they
were sent to the emergency
room immediately.
"There were all of these
doctors standing over me in
the hospital and I knew that
something was very wrong."
Steen said.
Something was wrong
indeed. Steen had a staph
infection that was attacking
his heart. According to the
Munson Healthcare web site, a
staph infection can invade any

Dave Steen with his family just after completing the first surgery.
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part of the body. Staph
infections usually enter the
body through an open wound
and are most commonly
contracted in hospitals or
other healthcare facilities.
Dr. Mack Sterling M.D., a
heart specialist, told Steen that
he needed open heart surgery
in thirty minutes or the valves
in his heart would close off
because of the bacteria.
" I just told them to do it.
I
didn't
realize
the

magnitude of what was
happening." Steen said.
The open-heart surgery
was successful. Doctors had
Steen walking only three days
after the procedure. Steen was
elated when he was told he
would be going home.
However,
he
felt
that
something was wrong. He felt
sharp pains in his left arm.
Steen's pain was almost
dismissed until his arm
swelled to twice its normal
size. The staph infection had
gone into his arm. Now Steen
was not only looking at the
first of four surgeries on his
arm but also the possibility of
losing his left arm. Steen and
his family were told that the
bacteria had moved back to
his heart. His 40 day and 40
night stay at the hospital was
just beginning.
The prognosis was grim.
Steen had blood poisoning,
chronic lung failure and the
bacteria were eating away at
his heart. His parents were
told that he would be dead
in a matter of days.
"My father went to Dr.
Sterling and asked him what
he would do if it was his son
about to die, and Dr. Sterling
told him that there was one
procedure that he would try,
but I only had about a one
percent
chance
of
surviving." Steen said.
Meanwhile, friends and
family dedicated a shrine to

Steen in his hospital room. It
consisted of pictures of Steen
with loved ones, letters from
friends and t-shirts that read
" I Love Dave". Steen's family
began sending e-mails to
everyone they could think of
urging them to pray for their
son's life.
Close friend and nursing
student at NMC, Andrea
Pletcher spent many hours
at the hospital joining the
day and night vigil for Steen.
"He is my miracle. I
believe the only reason Dave is
alive is because God wanted
him to be. I thank Dave for
letting God use him as a tool
to speak to us." Pletcher said.
But possibly the most
amazing event was after Steen
had his first open-heart surgery.
He was bleeding after the
surgery and again-his parents
were told that he might die.
Doctors could not stop the
bleeding and there was
nothing they could do. Steen's
family went into his room and
put their hands on his body
and began to pray. According
to Steen's family, the bleeding
stopped within minutes.
When Steen was facing
his
second
open-heart
surgery a doctor came and
asked Steen for permission to
do the risky procedure. Steen
asked for everyone to leave
his room so he could be
alone. Steen lay in his
hospital, bed alone and began
to pray that he would make it
through the surgery. He then
gave doctors permission to go
ahead with the surgery.
Pastor Nick Toomey, a
close friend of the family, also
spent a great amount of time
with Steen at the hospital.
" I was with him and his
parents when Dr. Sterling
told Dave straightforward
that he would die if he didn't
have the surgery and if he did
have the surgery, it was
highly likely that he would
not survive." Toomey said.
But still Steen's deter
mination to live did not

waver. As they wheeled him
through the hallway to the
operating room, about 70
friends and family surrounded
Steen.
" They were cheering me
on like I was headed for the
football field or something. I
couldn't talk but I was told
later that I grabbed my
oxygen bag and started
pumping it myself. I threw
my fist in the air. I knew I
was going to make it." Steen
said.
According to doctors,
Steen's heart looked like
ground up meat.
"The most dangerous
thing was that they were
putting valves on my heart
and if the bacteria got on the
valves they would be useless.
The problem was that my
heart
was
covered
in
bacteria." Steen said.
To the surprise of the
doctors,
the
procedure
worked. The valves stayed in
place.
"Dr. Sterling told my
family that he couldn't believe
I was alive. He said, "I don't
know what God you were
praying to, but he was
listening." Steen said.
In fact, Steen's family, a
devout Christian family, never
stopped praying. According to
Steen, somehow a church in
India heard about his situation
and members of this church
fasted for three days in an
effort to pray for Steen's life.
"I don't even know how
to begin to thank everyone
for their support. The only
time I thought about giving
up was the fourth time they
had to do surgery on my
arm ." Steen said. " I just
didn't think I could do it any
more. But I didn't give up, I
- just kept fighting. It is truly a
miracle that I am alive
today." Steen said.
Pastor Toomey was there
to witness the events that
took place during and after
Steen's surgery.
"Dr. Sterling walked out
to update his family and
there had to have been at
least 70 people there, all for
Dave. It was an expression of
love the likes of which that
hospital had never seen.
From a spiritual standpoint
this is a miracle. Within this
tragedy, the anchor that
weaves this story together is
faith." Toomey said.
Today, Steen is doing
well. He will have to go
through another open-heart
surgery next December.
"I'm not out of the
woods yet. But right now I'm
just happy to be alive and
thankful for the tim e I
have." Steen said.

Instructor teaches history with passion

Jim Press takes
a personal
approach to
teaching history
JOHN METIVA

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

After everything he has read
and everything he has
taught, Jim Press has come
to believe one simple idea
about history. "People make
history, not events," Press
said. "Great individuals do
not simply react to events
happening around them ."
Rather, Press believes,
they are actively involved in
shaping their own lives.
As a history instructor at
NMC for 13 years, Press
certainly has the experience
to back up his beliefs. A visit
to his office tucked away on
the second floor of the
Physical Education Building
reveals bookshelves littered
with books on history.
So how did Press end up
where he is today? Has he
been shaped by events or
has he been the one shaping
his own life? He is here
because of the choices he
has made and he does not
want to be anywhere else. A
fondness for the Traverse
City area and a solid opinion
that NMC is an excellent
place for students to begin
their education makes Press
an ideal match for his
location
Press grew up in Sault
Ste. Marie. He had a good
somewhat
sheltered
childhood, according to
Press. It was during junior
high that Press found his
love for history. " I was
fascinated with how people
lived and what they did,"
said Press. History to him
was exciting and fun, but he
did not want to make a
career of it at first.
As a child Press had always
wanted to be a soldier with a
career in the military. After he

Chinese
Art
continued front page 1

include "Chinese archaeo
logical materials from the
Neolithic Era to the Ming
Dynasty,
Qing Dynasty
textiles and robes, the
objects and art of the Qing
Dynasty Scholar's studio
which includes painting and

graduated that is exactly what
he tried to do. He spent six
years as an officer in the
military on active duty. He
traveled across the country
primarily training rangers and
paratroopers. His time in
service was a good way to
break from his sheltered
youth.
Without a major conflict
or war occurring during
Press' six-year stay with the
military he got to see the
country and m eet an
assortment of people. "Some
of the most fascinating

people I've met were in the
military," said Press.
Press met soldiers from
such diverse areas as Guam,
Puerto Rico, and Brooklyn.
The military, however,
was not as he expected, so
for personal reasons, he
chose a different path. Press
finished graduate school at
Central
Michigan
Uni
versity. His m ajor was
history in the education
program since his previous
experience training soldiers
tied in nicely to teaching
America's youth.
It was at CMU that Press
met two professors who had
the greatest impact on him
and reinforced his love for
history. "They could bring
history alive," said Press. He
was impressed with the way
they taught history and
made people understand it.
Today Press tries to teach
history just as effectively to his
students. "I don't always
succeed," said Press, "but I try."
Mary Pierce, who teaches
European History with Press,
feels that he has high
expectations for students, but
provides opportunities for
them to succeed.

calligraphy, 18th and 19th
century
teapots,
20th
Century Chinese woodcut
prints and traditional Chi
nese kites" said Jenneman.
Also being featured are
"highlights of the exhi
bition" which will include a
collection of "bronze and
jade from the Neolithic-Han
Dynasty, a gold and silk
book from the Temple of
Ancestors of t h e first
Manchurian Emperor of-

China, and an elegant
dragon robe worn by the
Emperor Tao Kuang of the
Qing Dynasty in 1831"
added Jenneman.
The Dennos Museum is
open daily from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. and on Sundays from 1
p.m. to 5 p.m. Admission
cost is $4 for adults, $2 for
children under 12 and free
for Museum members and
college
students
withidentification.

"O ne of his greatest
strengths is his knowledge of
the subject, and the way he
supplements his lectures
with other historical sources
than just a textbook," said
Pierce. "He is one of the best
teachers I've ever seen and
worked with."
W hat Press loves best
about work is the interaction
with students. "Every class
has its own personality and
they're all different."
One thing that probably
stays the same is Press'
behavior in the classroom.
He is notoriously loud, and
afflicted with a sense of
humor that may take
students
a
week
to
understand. He has an
inclination to appear official
and proper, so students are
not expecting him to make
fun of things.
"He acts like a general,
and sometimes it's his way
or the highway," said firstyear student Rob Comfort.
"He really wants to help
everybody pass. He teaches
as much as possible in the
easiest format so everyone
can understand."
Press'
dedication
to
student's success has been
noticed before. In 1998 he
won the Faculty Excellence
Award. "It's something I'm
very proud of," said Press. "It is
an award students nominate
you for, and students are part
of the council that chooses the
winner."
As the students from each
class go on they will have
knowledge of the past, which
they can hopefully use to deal
with the uncertainties of
today. With America focused

on the war in Afghanistan,
Press would have his students
look to the past.
He
admires
Pericles,
Charlemange, and Abraham
Lincoln. "They have all had to
deal with and overcome great
adversity," said Press. While
there will always be people like
Osama Bin Laden, Press
believes that great individuals
such as George W. Bush will
always rise up.
As America comes to
terms with its newest war,
Press continues to educate
about the past. While his
retirement is still some years
off, Press likes to offer the
next generation a simple
quote he borrows from an
unknown source, "growing
old is mandatory, growing
wise is optional."

