
Battle of Bands 
comes to Milliken 
Auditorium
PAMELA ADAMS 
STAFF WRITER

Do you have what it takes to be a rock and roll star? Student 
Government is giving aspiring bands to show the public what 
they are made of on March 5 at the Milliken Auditorium.

Kat Burke, NMC student, has been involved with pro
moting and coordinating the Battle of the Bands contest for 
three years.

"There are usually about four to six bands that play and 
we usually have a great turnout." Burke said.

Many hungry students will come simply for the free 
pizza sponsored by area businesses.

"It's a great way for businesses to advertise at these type 
of events. And a way to show their support for the college." 
Burke said.

Contestants have a shot at $150 for first prize, $100 for 
second prize and $50 for third prize. But all contestants are 
getting the opportunity to play for the public. Admission is 
free and the battle begins at 7:00 p.m. on March 5 at the 
Milliken Auditorium in the Dennos Museum.

New reading requirement to begin next fail
ENG. 108 may 
prove to be the 
pot of gold at the end 
of students’ reading 
rainbows
NICOLE AGRUDA 
EDITOR

NMC Policy Council recently voted 
on a policy to implement a reading 
requirement to all students taking 
placement testing. All incoming NMC 
students must take a placement test 
before registering for classes.

Currently, the college gives the 
COMPASS test. It places students, 
according to how they score, in the 
proper level of math and English.

Beginning Fall 2002, students 
will now be tested in reading. Those 
who do not score well will be placed

“ We started by discussing 
students whose skills 
aren’t strong coming in to 
school, and how we can 
best help them”

ANN GEORGE 
COMMUNICATIONS INSTRUCTOR

in ENG. 108.
"I think we are one of two or 

three community colleges in 
Michigan that does not have a read
ing requirement," Mark Howell, 
communications instructor and 
Chair of Policy Council, said. "The 
decision to do this at NMC stemmed 
from our desire, as a college, to pro
vide our students with the best 
opportunities for success."

Connie Jason, instructor of ENG. 
108 and member of the 
Developmental Education Task Force, 
commented that 83 percent of com
munity colleges in Michigan have 
mandatory reading requirements. She 
and other members of the task force 
saw the need for this class and 
designed and reviewed it before pre
senting it to Policy Council to get the 
change underway at NMC.

"I think there was a lack of 
awareness of the importance of hav
ing to [implement the program] that 
took NMC a while to do so," Mary 
Pierce, ENG. 108 instructor and 
Developmental Education Task Force 
member, said. "There is just an 
assumption that everyone can read."

The three instructors on the task 
force, Jason, Pierce and Ann George, 
also teach the class which has been, 
according to them and Howell, very 
successful.

"The course has had, from my

understanding, an amazing impact 
on student success here at NMC," 
Howell said. "Instructors teaching 
the course have heard from former 
students who say that the skills they 
mastered in ENG. 108 made them 
better students and better prepared 
for life."

Confidence was a factor for the 
task force in implementing this pro
gram. According to George, the task 
force discussed retention and 
improving student success.

"We started by discussing stu
dents whose skills aren't strong com
ing in to school, and how we can 
best help them," George said. " One 
of the ways that became immediate
ly apparent was to have a stronger 
reading requirement."

The requirement will begin next 
fall. However, according to George 
and Jason, the class has proven suc
cessful without the requirement. 
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From the s t a f f

Potholes invade NMC

It's the invasion of the pot
holes. We must fight them 
before they take over.

Unfortunately, it's not 
easy for people like us to 
wage a human-pothole war. 
It takes the skill of a trained 
pothole repairperson. 
Hopefully NMC can find 
one soon.

I don't know much 
about potholes, except that 
they multiply faster than 
rabbits. Everyday a new one 
or five appears.

On wet days, some dis
guise themselves as innocent 
little puddles, and then 
boom, you'd think you lost 
your engine. Others are so 
large you would have to 
have an amphibious vehicle 
just to attempt to cross it.
On dry days, at least you can 
see your fate more clearly.
For the big ones, you're the 
judge as to whether your car 
is all-terrain.

They are getting so out 
of control, that I'm afraid 
that someday, the whole 
road is going to be one big 
pothole. Then our problem 
would be where to abandon 
our cars and pull ourselves 
to the earth's surface.

Since I don't normally 
carry emergency climbing 
gear in my trunk, I am hop
ing for a better solution to 
the pothole predicament.

Maybe we're just sup
posed to wait for them to 
fill in on their own. But 
with the parade of cars 
moving through here every
day, I don't think that's 
going to happen anytime 
soon. I drive in and out 
everyday and no matter 
how hard I try to avoid 
them, it's impossible.

But when I'm not in my 
car dodging these holes, I'm 
sometimes on the sidewalk

hoping to avoid a tidal 
wave of pothole sludge. It's 
not just water and mud in 
those holes; it's a combina
tion of that and car excre
ment. Whether it's gas, oil, 
or antifreeze excreting from 
a car, I don't want it 
sprayed on me, let alone 
the mud!

Who or what is going to 
save our cars and us? That 
raises a good question.

What does my mainte

nance fee cover? When I go 
to pay my tuition, like 
everyone else taking classes, 
there's a maintenance fee 
incorporated. It's not much, 
but each semester it is mul
tiplied by almost 4000 stu
dents. Why isn't somebody 
fixing those holes?

Maybe each student 
should go out and claim a 
hole, you know like when 
early settlers claimed land. 
After we claim our "land," 
or in this case, hole, we 
could call it ours. Then, we 
could designate our mainte
nance fees to its repair.

It's probably not that 
simple, but neither is 
explaining that you're late 
to class because you were 
caught in a traffic jam in a 
pothole! Of course, many of 
the instructors drive on 
campus too, so they can 
probably sympathize. Next 
time your instructor or fel
low classmate is running 
late for class, don't give up. 
He or she could be stuck in 
a pothole.

I can only say I hope 
this problem is taken care of 
soon. I hope it does not get 
put off until summer. Can 
you imagine sitting down to 
eat your buffalo burger at 
the NMC Barbecue this 
spring, when a student 
emerges from a forgotten 
pothole? What a great 
human-interest story, but it 
wouldn't say much for safe
ty here at NMC.

Until the potholes are 
repaired, or conquered, 
buckle up and hold On, 
you've got a bumpy ride 
ahead. And walk quickly 
and carry a big umbrella.
NICOLE AGRUDA
EDITOR

From our Readers
Students invited to participate in faculty 
excellence nomination process
In accordance with NMC's commitment to celebrating 
excellence in teaching and learning, the college awards the 
Imogene Wise Faculty Excellence Award to a full-time 
instructor and the Adjunct Faculty Excellence Award to a 
part-time instructor each year.

Students will have the opportunity to nominate those 
faculty members who demonstrate teaching excellence. I 
invite each of you to participate in this process.

Nomination forms and ballot boxes will be available at 
numerous locations on campus from March 4-22. A ran

domly selected student committee with guidance from 
NMC faculty and staff will be responsible for selecting the 
2002 award winners.

It is indeed an honor for faculty to be nominated and 
receive these annual, prestigious faculty excellence awards. 
The winners will be announced at commencement on 
Saturday, May 11, 2002.
STEPHEN SICILIAN0
VICE PRESIDENT
FOR EDUCATIONAL SERVICES





make a choice: College or UniversityStudents
Students talk 
about how they 
choose a school
KATHY BRITTON 
STAFF WRITER

When, students choose a col
lege to attend after high 
school, many look at the larg
er universities first rather than 
looking at home to the com
munity colleges. Community 
colleges have much of the 
same opportunities and values 
to offer to young minds as the 
universities do, if not more.

Andrea Arnold, 21, and 
Kendra Willett, 18, graduat
ed from Charlevoix High 
School, currently share an 
apartment in Traverse City 
and attend NMC.

"Although it is still close 
to home and I can go home 
anytime I want to, if I want 
to. It is still nice to feel inde
pendent and be living on my 
own," said Arnold.

"I don't feel like I went 
to just a community college. 
Traverse City is much, much 
bigger than Charlevoix so it 
seems like I went away to 
college," said Willett. "I get 
to take the classes that I want 
to, when I want to and I 
don't have to pay as much

for them like the people that 
go to the bigger colleges."

NMC offers courses in 
fields such as aviation, busi
ness, communications, health, 
maritime, engineering and 
many more. Many of the cred
its that are acquired through 
these classes are transferable to 
most Michigan universities.

Classes at NMC are also 
offered with several flexible 
learning options. Telecourses 
are accredited college courses 
that use videotapes, text
books and study guides to 
complete the course for fewer 
on campus class meetings. 
On-line courses are also avail
able for students to take.

"The on-line classes are 
great. I can get my work 
done at my own pace and 
just e-mail it to my instruc
tor. It's so easy," said Arnold.

The only set requirement 
of the class is that the stu
dents participate in on-line 
discussions in a class chat 
room upon scheduled

appointments.
Activities at the universi

ties are more prevalent than 
at community colleges.

Universities have the 
football, hockey, soccer, 
baseball and softball teams; 
they have the tennis and la 
cross teams; they have 
Student Government, news
paper staffs, glee clubs and 
chess clubs.

"The best experience 
that I have had is probably 
joining the crew team. It is 
fun and I met a lot of great 
friends. It takes a lot of self- 
discipline and commitment 
to keep myself in shape. And 
it's not like I am racing 
against another team. I am 
racing against myself to see if 
I can beat my best average. 
My goal is to beat myself at 
my own game," says Jackie 
Stremlow, 19, a freshman at 
Michigan State University.

Community colleges 
often don't have any orga
nized sports teams; however,

there is an occasional intra
mural football game in the 
late summer/early fall on the 
NMC campus. Community 
colleges do have Student 
Governments and newspa
per staff, though.

"I like participating in 
Student Government. It keeps 
me in tune with my peers and 
I like to think that I could 
make a difference in their col
lege experience by being a part 
of something that matters," 
said Jason Wilson, 20, 
President of NMC Student 
Government. Jason decided to 
stay in Traverse City to attend 
NMC and accomplish a degree 
in chemical engineering.

Many times, when a stu
dent moves away from home 
for the first time, like Kendra 
did this year, there are fre
quent feelings of homesick
ness and regret.

"I talk to my parents at 
least one time each week. 
Sometimes more than that, 
continued on page 8

Reading 
requirement
continued from page 1

"When students place at a certain level 
on the reading test, a message prints out 
that English 108 is recommended, but it is 
strictly optional," George said. "What we've 
seen is that students who do choose to take 
it have seen it as a wonderful addition to 
their program in terms of their success."

Analysis of 14 sections or ENG. 108 
taught between Fall 1994 and Fall 2002 
showed the actual success of the class.

"We've been keeping statistics for 22 years 
and we know the average reading gain in one 
semester is 2.45 grade levels," Jason said. "That 
is a huge improvement in reading.

According to Jason, what is not measured, 
but is important, is confidence. She said that 
when a student increases their scores by that 
much their confidence rises as well and that 
increases their chances for success.

"Reading is a vital skill that has fallen to 
the wayside because of our dependence on 
electronic media like TV and the internet," 
Howell said. "When companies have to 
write instructions for their products at a 
grade school level, or put instructions in pic
ture form on the side of packages, that tells 
me there's a large segment of our national 
population that has problems with reading. 
Such a problem gets worse when the person 
steps into a college classroom where they're 
required to read and understand lengthy 
assignments and entire books."

George also commented that some stu
dents take to reading very naturally without 
any problems, but others do n o t .

"Yes, everyone who comes here knows 
how to read," George said, "but do they read 
well enough and are they adaptable enough 
to succeed in their college level courses 
where the material is all new?"

Both Jason and George commented on 
the fact that reading is essential for all acad
emic areas, not just English, and so reading 
skills and comprehension is a key factor to a 
student's success.

"Reading is central to every class," Jason 
said. "In every [English 108] class we have 
students who start at grade level three and 
go up to grade level 16. And that's true in 
your classes, government and others, that 
there are third grade readers."

According to George, grade levels are 
just a measure of comprehension. It does 
not mean that they can necessarily read 
only third grade material; however it makes 
a great impact on their comprehension of 
the material that is presented to them at the 
college level. In many cases it is not that stu
dents can’t read, it is just that they choose 
not too, and are out of practice.

"It would be like a runner, who is just 
beginning to run and decides to run a 
marathon," Jason said. "They just aren't pre
pared yet. It's not that the ability is not there."

Since reading is important in all acade
mic areas, this class will help students to do 
well in all of their classes.

"We have had more and more teachers 
from other disciplines talk to us about their 
students not being able to read," Pierce said. 
"That really helped too, to want us to 
prompt this [class requirement] going."

This also links the students' success to 
the overall college success. According to 
George, in retaining students, NMC is a 
more successful institution.

"Those students who did elect to take 
ENG. 108 took more courses and had higher 
grades than those students who also scored 
at that level but chose not to take the 
course," George said. "Those students 
[which completed ENG 108 are more suc
cessful and have stayed longer."

Editor's note: This is the first in a series o f  
articles about new degree requirements effective 
Fall 2002.



Two NMC faculty were award
ed the National Institute for 
Staff and Organizational 
Development (NISOD) Award 
in January at the Dennos 
Museum. Margery Taylor, 
Health Occupations instruc
tor, and Tom Auch, Visual 
Communications instructor 
were nominated this fall by 
their peers to receive the 
annual award.

"I was absolutely stun
ned. I had no idea I was 
nominated," said Taylor. "I 
was very pleased and hon
ored to have the opportuni
ty to be nominated and then 
selected for the award."

Taylor and Auch were 
both nominated by peers 
and then selected by the col
lege to receive the award. 
They both receive teaching 
medallions, recognition in 
the annual awards booklet, 
and will attend the NISOD 
international conference on 
teaching and leadership 
excellence in Austin, Texas 
in May.

Until May both instruc
tors will continue to stay 
busy here at NMC, teaching 
of course.

"I came to NMC because 
I was born and raised in 
M ichigan," Auch said. 
"What made me want to 
teach is that feeling that you 
can make a difference."

Auch received a double

NICOLE AGRUDA 
EDITOR

Student dies in domestic dispute
involved with the perpetrator, it could mean 
being punished, for trying to gain indepen
dence.

"We are going to miss Kathleen," Lutes 
said. "But we do not want her death to be in 
vain...it was senseless. We are using this as a 
tool to teach other women, so that the same 
thing doesn't happen again."

Garcia is survived by seven children, two 
daughters and five sons, whose ages ranged 
from eight months to 11 years old. Garcia's 
11-year old son was also injured in the 
attack on his mother. He was treated and 
released from Munson Medical Center.

Garcia is also survived by her 12-year-old 
nephew, which she cared for after the death of 
her sister two years ago in a house fire.

A wake was held for Garcia at the Grand 
Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa 
Indians Medicine Lodge in Peshawbestown 
Feb. 24.

Members of Garcia's family are caring 
for the children. Memorial contributions 
may be directed to a fund for her children, 
c/o Fifth Third Bank in Suttons Bay.

An NMC student died Saturday, Feb. 23 from 
stab wounds. Kathleen "Cottney" Floyd 
Garcia, 29, a resident of Leelanau County, 
was allegedly stabbed to death by her hus
band in her home early on the morning of 
Feb. 23.

Severo Garcia Meza, 31, was arraigned 
Feb. 26 on homicide charges in federal court 
in Grand Rapids.

According to Special Agent Richard 
Licht of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
alcohol was involved.

Garcia's friends also commented that her 
husband had been abusive to her in the past.

Garcia was a student in the Bridge 
Program at the college. According to 
Charlene Lutes, Bridge Program Coor
dinator, the Bridge Program has had many 
survivors of domestic violence because they 
come to improve their status and their lives 
through education. Also, she commented 
that sometimes, if the student is still

Two NMC faculty receive 
teaching award
NICOLE AGRUDA 
EDITOR

bachelor iri business from 
the University of Colorado, 
Boulder. He is currently 
working for his master's 
degree in the area of educa
tion and technology.

Taylor graduated from the 
University of Michigan School

of Nursing. She received her 
masters from Michigan State 
University, where she also 
obtained her certification as a 
nurse practitioner in the area 
of gerontology.

"I have been here at 
NMC since 1994," Taylor 
said. "Our son went to col
lege here, which really 
acquainted me with NMC. I 
was attracted to this college 
when he was a student."

Both instructors com 
mented that teaching has 
always been important to 
them. Taylor explained that 
throughout her career, 
teaching has been very 
important. Not only teach
ing patients, but students as 
well, who will represent the 
profession of nursing.

"I've been teaching since 
continued on page 9
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Ex-Sheriff teaches Criminal Justice at NMC
Instructor 
Al Hart has 
a story to tell 
about how 
he ended up 
at NMC
AMBER RESSL 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

When you first meet Al Hart 
he strikes you as an everyday 
Joe, yes, there is that slight 
mischievous sparkle in his 
blue eyes, but nothing that 
would indicate the adventure 
filled life this man has led.

Al Hart started life out in 
the town of Kalkaska, the 
middle child of five to par
ents who owned a dairy 
farm. Al Hart wasn't sure 
what he wanted be when he 
grew up, but after seeing all 
the difficulties his parents 
faced he knew it wasn't a 
farmer. After graduating he 
enlisted in the Navy, and 
served for four years. He 
continued serving in the 
reserves for another 21 years 
and was recalled for the Gulf 
War; performing naval intel
ligence that at times was so 
classified it required him to 
work in the safe of a build
ing that was highly guarded.

After moving back to 
Kalkaska Al Hart helped to 
open the police department 
there in 1974. He ran for 
Sheriff in 1976 and won. 
However, being just Sheriff 
wasn't quite enough for 
him: "I've always done crazy 
things, when I worked in the

police department, it wasn't 
interesting enough to just be 
a cop, I had to be a diver, a 
body recovery diver."

To most diving in cold, 
murky water with little or no 
visibility, searching for 
drowning victims sounds 
positively nightmarish, but 
Al explained that in those 
situations you have to "turn 
on the professional side, and 
do what you have to do. And 
then try to keep it out of 
your mind as much as you 
can afterwards. You do get a 
little hardened to it, dead 
bodies, people being shot, 
suicides."

In his years as a body 
recovery diver, he recovered 
"probably thirty to forty 
bodies". Al recalled inci
dences involving children as 
always being the most diffi

cult, especially after the 
births of his own two chil
dren Eryn and Matthew.

Al Hart continued serv
ing as the Sheriff in Kalkaska 
until 1987, when the police 
academy opened at 
Northwestern Michigan 
College and he took the 
position as the program 
director.

He didn't find the transi
tion from Sheriff to school
teacher to be too difficult, 
however, it did take him 
some time to adjust to the 
phone not ringing several 
times a night.

"I hadn't slept through

the night in over ten years." 
He also said sometimes it 
takes a moment when recog
nizing someone to remem
ber if they were a student or 
someone he might have tick
eted or arrested. "It usually 
doesn't take too long to fig
ure out by their reaction."

When asked to describe 
himself in one word Al Hart 
replied "I've never been able 
to describe anything in one 
word." I can attest to that after 
attending his sociology class, 
where the highlight of the 
class were his stories, which 
ranged from his travels in 
Northern Europe, to working

as a narcotics officer in 
Central and South America.

When Al is not teaching 
criminal justice, he works for 
the Department of Agri
culture inspecting cherries 
and continues to serve part- 
time in Kalkaska at the 
police department. In his 
free time he enjoys the 
thrills of air, land, and sea. 
He started flying small, pri
vate planes in High School, 
and these days he hunts, 
fishes, and drives his motor
cycle. The next adventure he 
is embarking on is to build 
his own boat.

Even after the years of 
work with criminals of vary
ing degrees Al still believes 
that the basic nature of peo
ple is good:

"A lot of the people who 
are looked at as evil have 
been hurt terribly, and they 
are simply reacting to the 
abuse that took place. It's 
not an excuse for them, but 
they are still human beings, 
and it's [...] one of the rea
sons, I'm opposed to the 
death penalty. I just don't 
want to snuff out a life, 
because there is good even 
in evil people."

Being a good cop to Al 
Hart means looking for the 
good in people.

"Otherwise you give up 
on humanity," Hart adds.

Al Hart certainly hasn't 
given up on humanity, he 
has risked his life many 
times over to protect it, and 
he enjoys and learns from all 
that the human race has to 
offer. Not bad for an every
day Joe.

NISOD awards
continued from page 4

I was a kid. I've always loved 
teaching," Taylor said. I've 
always been interested in 
education and helping facili
tate learning through my 
own personal experiences 
with my instructors who 
have been role models for 
me. But the idea of helping 
someone along their journey 
of learning has been, I 
believe, a part of my role."

For Auch, he comment
ed that he is from a long line 
of generation of teachers.

"There aren't many 
more rewarding moments in 
life than getting through 
that first day of class, where 
you are meeting students 
and are up on stage for the 
first time," Auch said.

Auch said as an instruc
tor, he expects students to be 
in class to ask questions and 
give it their best.

"Being present to ask 
questions, receive dialogue, 
and experience the lecture, 
is the heart and soul of the 
learning environment in my 
opinion," Auch said." I also 
expect them to give it their 
best shot. And from me, 
they can expect the same."

Taylor believes that her 
students have the option to 
choose at what level they 
want to learn. She also wants 
students to be their best, and 
she believes she is part of 
that as an instructor.

"I can be a facilitator and 
model of learning," Taylor

said. "I like to challenge stu
dents to seek excellence. I am 
certainly an advocate of the 
students seeking excellence in 
their learning process and I 
try different strategies to help 
people learn."

Both instructors are 
looking ahead towards a 
bright future in their respec
tive areas.

"As many know, there is 
a critical shortage of nurses 
and when I look at our 
department here, we have a 
small faculty, but we have an 
awesome faculty," Taylor 
said. "The main thing about 
our faculty is that we each 
have strengths, and we uti
lize those strengths to keep 
the program moving for
ward. There is an online pro
gram that is in process right 
now, for those students who 
do not have the opportunity

to come into the classroom 
setting. So, there are all 
kinds of alternatives in dis
tance learning."

Auch agreed, and com
mented similarly.

"The next great achieve
ment is the introduction of 
video into the classroom,"

Auch said. "There are so many 
applications there, it's endless. 
From streaming Web simul
casts to lesson plans delivered 
by CD or DVD. This is defi
nitely an area I'm going to 
cover since the alternative 
and distance education is 
growing so fast."








