


F r o m  t h e  s t a f f  

O n  a  f i n a l  n o t e
We've all seen cheers and jeers section in  newspapers, so I 
though t I'd give it a shot. Here are m y NMC cheers and jeers..

C H E E R S
TO NMC for offering students an  affordable education w ith 
academic excellence. This m ay be a small com m unity  col
lege, bu t it has big benefits.
TO NMC INSTRUCTORS for upholding academic excellence 
and teaching with  enthusiasm. There are so m any instructors 
who deserve recognition for such a great job not only in 
teaching, but for support, encouragement, and giving us 
those tough assignments that challenge and inspire us. To 
this I add m y personal thoughts: Thank you to

• M arilyn Jaquish for pushing me beyond m y limits 
and teaching me to  have fun at the  same time.

• Jill Hinds for teaching me to  com m unicate artisti
cally and believe in  m y creative side.

• Mark Howell for the  encouragem ent, support and 
inspiration.

• Jim  Press for m aking history come alive and teach
ing the  im portance of learning it.

• Mary Pierce because even though  I never took her 
class, you 'd  never know I d idn 't.

• John  Dickerson w ho m ade American Governm ent 
fun, challenging, and w orth the  4.o .

TO NMC'S SURROUNDING COMMUNITY. Most people in 
the  com m unity  support NMC, w hich sends a great message 
to  the  students, and other com m unities. W ith such events 
including exhibits at Dennos, or the  annual NMC 
Barbecue, NMC receives wonderful com m unity support.

TO NMC NON-TRADITIONAL STUDENTS w ho make a dif
ference, w hether they  know it or not, in  our classes. They 
help set the  tone for our classes and set an example for 
younger students.

TO NMC ADMINISTRATIVE AND SUPPORT STAFF for being 
informative and patient. They keep registration going, finan
cial aide flowing and still take time to answer all of our 
inquiries. This also needs personal thanks. Thank you to

• Ed Bailey for keeping students up to  date on  con
struction updates. He's the  best guy for the  job.

• Elizabeth Stevens for her composure as students crowd
ed the Welcome Center Tuesday morning, Sept. 11.

• Tim Nelson, NMC President, for being available to  
students, even the  press.

• Financial aid office staff for being the  translators of 
the  governm ent's m ost secret code.

J E E R S
TO THOSE THAT DON'T BELIEVE IN NMC (of w hich there 
are very few). NMC is n o t "no m ore chances," or "no more 
choices." It's one of the  best choices th a t m any students 
have made.
TO NOT BEING ABLE TO STAY LONGER. There are so 
m any more instructors I would like to  take classes from, 
and I will miss the  fam iliarity w ith the college, th a t it 
makes me alm ost n o t w ant to  leave. Besides, I've w ritten so 
m uch about ISTLC and West Bay campus, I can 't believe I'll 
never have a class there!

Overall, NMC is a great college with a lot of wonderful 
people. It offers a lot and I still hope they have the extended 
education program when I retire in about seventy years.
NICOLE AGRUDA
EDITOR

T a k e  a  m i n u t e  t o  t h i n k

It's alm ost over.
That's w hat I hear from people all 

around campus. We are all on  the 
final stretch on  w hat has been another 
long school year! But now  th a t we 
have alm ost m ade it and the  m ost 
stressful tim e of the  year keeps us 
busy, we should take some tim e and 
reflect on  w hat this year brought us.

W hen I first though t about w hat 
happened this school year only one 
th ing  was on  m y m ind  - September 
11. Just a few days in to  the fall semes
ter we had to  experience one of the 
m ost tragic events in  recent history. 
The U.S. was attacked by a terrorist 
group and close to  4,000 people were 
killed on  th a t dreadful day.

September 11 has since then  
affected us in  m any ways.

I read a colum n in  a newspaper 
th a t said tha t the  reason th a t m a y 
people decided to  return  to  college 
was actually September 11. W hether 
or n o t it m ade m any people th ink  
about their lives. At NMC we saw the 
college's population jum p 5 percent 
after 9 /11.

Besides, in  the  period of shock 
after September 11 NMC seemed 
bonded closer together and everyone 
seemed to  care m ore about the  people 
around them .

NMC took the terrorist attacks as a 
chance to review its emergency proce
dures. It is an ongoing process that so 
far has brought us stickers on all campus

phones on what to  do in an emergency.
Even before 9 /11 the college hired 

a full-time police officer to  aid campus 
security.

Only shortly after Marjie Marshall 
joined NMC, the college was threatened 
by reoccurring bom b threats. All of 
them  turned out to being hoaxes but 
the police department had to be called 
every time and it was not until a few 
weeks ago that a suspect was arrested.

This spring we th en  saw a drastic 
increase in  tu ition . Rates were increase 
betw een 3.5 and 18.8 percent. Besides 
the tu ition  increase, fees were also 
increase significantly. Reduced state 
funding and the  increase in  students 
had m ade th is increase necessary.

Besides the  negative events NMC 
also saw some better tim es last year.

All constructions were well on  the 
way and the ISTLC or Health and 
Science Building will be finished by 
the  fall semester.

West Bay has finally received the 
go-ahead only a few weeks ago. 
Construction was halted after the west 
half of the freezer building threatened 
to  fall on  the rest of the building. After 
the end of semester, the demolition will 
be completed and with now 8.125 
Million Dollars secured, the construc
tion should be well on  the way.

Another construction project has 
been the renovation of East and West 
Hall. 2.85 Million Dollars were secured 
for the Residence Halls to  undergo the

first full renovation since the Halls were 
built in  1963 and 1968. It was a big 
decision since the closing of the Halls 
had been discussed a few years ago.

Yet, there was m ore to  this school 
year th an  construction. NMC saw its 
50th anniversary last sum m er and 
events continued through the  fall. The 
50s film series was a success tha t 
m any people attended. A lot of small
er bu t n o t less significant events 
occurred at NMC. For example SGA 
brought a comedian, hypnotist and 
other speakers to  the college. NMC 
saw its first W omen's M aritime chap
ter and the  Student Greens became 
active on  campus. The Music 
D epartm ent presented several concerts 
in  the  D ennos Museum. And there 
were m uch m ore events th an  we have 
room  to list for and m any of them  
were really exceptional.

After all, this school year has 
brought us a lot of grief bu t m any 
good things too. W hile we should 
keep the  events of September 11 in 
our m em ory we should also take a 
m inute and reflect on  w hat good 
things happened. Those th ings are 
w hat really m ade this semester w orth 
while for all of us!

Have a great summer!

FILLIP VON SCHRETTER
EDITOR





C l i n t o n  g o e s  t o  H a r v a r d

S t u d e n t  J e f f  

C l i n t o n  g e t s  

a c c e p t e d  i n t o  

m o s t  r e p u t a b l e  

U n i v e r s i t i e s

PAMELA ADAMS
STAFF WRITER_____________

Jeff C lin to n  d o esn 't like 
being called an  overachiever 
b u t he unders tands the  
responsib ility  th a t  goes 
along w ith being one.

After applying to  13 col
leges Clinton was accepted at 
11 of them, including U of M 
and Stanford. He spent almost 
$1,000 in application fees.

"Although everyone told 
m e I w ouldn 't have a prob
lem getting in to  the  school

of m y choice, I d idn 't w ant 
to  get m y hopes up and th en  
be devastated w hen I w asn't 
accepted, so I applied to  a 
bunch  of schools to  keep m y 
options open," C lin ton said.

C lin ton decided to  dual 
enroll a t Traverse City West 
Senior High and NMC this 
year to  get a more hands-on

feel for college life.
"The fact th a t I w ent 

beyond AP classes and w ant
ed the  real th ing  at college 
w ould show th a t I am  deter
m ined and th a t I can handle 
a school like H arvard," 
C lin ton said.

C lin to n  w asn 't raised 
w ith  the  pressure to  excel. 
His parents, Dave, a teacher 
con su ltan t, and  Janice, a 
nurse at M unson Hospital, 
gave C lin ton room  to grow.

"My parents gave me 
total independence to  chart 
m y own course," Clinton said.

W ith the  support from 
his fam ily C lin ton excelled 
in  literature and English. He 
realized th a t to  get in to  a 
h ighly rated university such 
as Harvard he would have to  
show m ore th an  his 1500 
score on  his SAT exams and

Dual enrolled student Jeff Clinton was accepted to most Ivy League 
Universities in the country. photo by tom auch

I've missed," Clinton said.
W ith praise to  his par

ents for his success and ded
ication, C lin ton also has an 
enorm ous respect for the  
faculty at NMC.

"The teachers here really 
give you an  edge. They have 
been m y advisors and m en
tors and th is achievem ent is 
in  part theirs," C linton said.

C lin ton leaves for Har
vard in  early September and 
will take a backpacking trip 
for a week in  the  northeast 
w ith  his new classmates.

"This will give m e a 
chance to  get to  know  peo
ple at school before we really 
get in to  it. I can 't wait to  
go," C lin ton said.

a 4.0 GPA. He cu rren tly  
works a t the  W riting Center 
as a reader and as a teacher's 
assistant in English 99.

C lin ton  chose Harvard 
because he w anted to  be in 
the  big city.

"I chose Cambridge 
because of the big city but it 
also doesn't have a lot of 
crime and it is very comfort
able and safe," Clinton said. 
"Harvard has a lot of diversity 
and I can learn so m uch just 
from the student body alone."

Although he sometimes 
feels as though he missed out 
on some of the high school 
life, he doesn't regret it.

"The things that I have 
done far outweigh those that



W h i t e  P i n e  P r e s s  b r i n g s  

h o m e  1 2  a w a r d s

N e w s p a p e r  

w i n s  s e v e r a l  

a w a r d s  a t  
s t a t e w i d e  
c o m p e t i t i o n

KATHY A. BRITTON 
STAFF WRITER

"Elegant. Very clean. Well 
designed and well executed. 
Very readable," is w hat the 
judges a t th e  M ichigan 
C om m unity  College Press 
Association said abou t a 
series of front pages of the 
W hite Pine Press last m onth .

The W hite Pine Press staff 
won first place for front page 
design at the annual Press Day 
in  Ann Arbor at Washtenaw 
Com m unity College.

Prior to the conference, 
each college chose its best 
news articles, feature stories, 
photo essays, ads and issues to 
enter into the contest to deter
mine the best of the best in 
Michigan. Of the 25 cate
gories, W hite Pine Press placed 
eight times and received four 
honorable mentions.

Nicole Agruda, Editor, 
w on first place in  the  News 
Story category. This is the 
first tim e th a t the  newspaper 
had been recognized for a 
first place news story. "New 
reading requ irem en t to  
begin next fall" appeared in 
the March 4 issue.

"This story serves stu
dents, your prim ary audi
ence. It thoroughly  tells why 
a reading course will become 
m andatory  for some next 
fall. It is academic oriented, 
w hich is w hy it became a

finalist," said Tim Richard, a 
form er editor, state capital 
correspondent and judge for 
the  MCCPA.

First places were achieved 
in two other categories as well.

Do you rem ember the 
page that taught you how pot- 
holes are formed? Janee 
Meadows, Design Editor, won 
first place in the Informational 
Graphics division.

"This page is exceptional. 
The pothole graphic is profes
sionally illustrated-simple, 
clean with good circular flow 
for the eye to follow. Potholes 
are now  interesting!" said Tari 
Calouette, publisher of the 
Daily Press. Meadows also 
w on second place in  Feature 
Design in  last fall's Nov. 19 
issue, "Campus's Rustiest 
Cars" and third place for a 
student ad that she designed 
for the  50th  Anniversary 
Edition of WPP.

Also in  first place was the 
personality profile on  Jim  
Press, "Instructor teaches his
tory w ith passion" by John 
Metiva, Contributing Writer.

"Nicely done article. Like 
all good features should, it 
has a solid beginning, m id
dle, and end. I felt I got to 
know  Press a bit. Good 
description... Long enough -

no t overwritten," said Susan 
Hood of the Oakland Press 
and judge for the MCCPA.

The second second place 
award was given to  Kathy 
Britton, Advertising Manager, 
for Ad Placement.

"All of your ads are very 
nicely placed. I'm  impressed 
w ith your atten tion  to  detail 
in  the  ads. You've upheld 
the  integrity of your ad cus
tom ers and m ade them  [the 
ads] easy for the  reader to 
decipher... Your ad depart
m ent m ust be well organized 
to  be able to  produce such 
fine ads!" said Cheryl Pell, a 
judge for MCCPA and from 
the School of Journalism  at 
M ichigan State University.

WPP received th ird  place 
for the  overall design.

"Close third. Nice over
all look. Good indexing and 
art," an unidentified MCCPA 
judge said.

Four Honorable Mentions 
were also awarded. Fillip von 
Schretter, Editor, received an 
honorable m ention for fea
ture design, " 'Robin Hood' 
and his merry m en to  romp 
on Milliken stage" and for his 
analysis "Tribunals threaten 
hum an rights." Nicole Agruda 
received one for her informa
tional graphic, "What's in the 
rubble?" Finally, Pamela 
Adams, Staff Writer, received 
the honorable m ention for 
her feature story, "Dave Steen: 
A survivor's story."

Each year a different 
com m unity college hosts the 
annual Press Day conference. 
In spring 2003, Kalamazoo 
Valley Com m unity College 
in  Battle Creek will be host
ing the event.



W i t h  a  l i t t l e  h e l p  f r o m  o u r  f r i e n d s

Y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r  

v o l u n t e e r s  s u p p o r t  

t h e  N M C  B a r b e c u e

NICOLE AGRUDA 
EDITOR

They prepare the food and serve it. They wash the 
dishes and pick up the trash. They organize 
games and make co tton  candy. And they  help 
make it all happen.

They are the  volunteers of the annual NMC 
Barbecue and they  return  year after year, rain or 
shine, and give their tim e to  the  com m unity  and 
to  NMC.

The NMC Barbecue began w ith the  events' 
greatest benefactors, Gerald and Frances Oleson 
and their family. Still today the Olesons donate all 
of the food and Coca-Cola donates the beverages.

At the  first barbecue 47 years ago, 4,821 peo
ple turned  out to  raise $5150 to  purchase equip
m ent for the  physics lab, and the  event has grown 
vastly since.

Volunteers play a large role in  ensuring the 
success of the barbecue.

"The volunteers are critical," Lynn Fricke, 
Barbecue Board President, said. "W ithout volun
teers it would be very difficult to  pull off an event 
of this size, and thanks to  the repeat dedication of 
m any of these people, we have tons of experience 
to  draw from each year."

M any volunteers have been involved for 
years. Some even work the same job, same shift 
every year.

"Most of the volunteers just show up and do 
the  same th ing  year after year," Ron Hofmeister,

former BBQ Board President and current leader of 
the "Wizards of Waste," said. "It is a really nice 
feeling knowing the same people will show up 
and do their th in g ."

One of those same people is Jan  Gasnik, 
Records Specialist at NMC. "Captain Jan" has 
been involved for about 25 years and enjoys her. 
yearly job of keeping the cooking utensils and 
serving dishes clean.

Inside the  Powerhouse she and her groups of 
volunteers work to  keep up w ith the  runners 
going back and  forth  to  the food lines w ith the 
trays of food.

"I do it for the people and because I have such 
a good tim e," Gasnik said. "It's truly a com m uni
ty event. The com m unity  puts it on  and volun
teers help, so it's really quite w onderful."

Com m unity and volunteer com m itm ent to the 
BBQ plays an im portant role in  keeping it going.

"The donation of time and efforts by comm uni
ty and college personnel tells you that it is an impor
tan t function," Fricke said. "It remains an event that 
everyone is dedicated to. This com m unity puts 
everything into an event they believe in."

The proof is in the  num bers. Approximately 
more th an  500 people tu rn  out to  volunteer.

"Volunteers sign up  th rough  com m unity  
clubs and organizations or just by the  contact of 
a board m em ber," Fricke said. "They are used for 
set-up, serving, events and clean-up, w hich are all 
very im portan t jobs."

According to  Fricke, volunteers who sign up 
are assigned to  different events and th en  a board 
m em ber in  charge of each event. Each board 
m em ber then , is responsible for a different event 
or task and teaches the  volunteers w hat to  do.

At the end of every barbecue day, all the jobs 
were filled and all the tasks done due to  the work 
of the  volunteers and organizers. This event is so 
large, th a t w ithout the organization and volun
teers it would be very difficult.

"Last year we had people come in for the 
entire day, from  11 a.m. until 5 p.m ., and  just pic
nic," Rod Koehler, BBQ Board Member, said. "It's 
a  com m unity  picnic. It's a way for the com m uni
ty  to  be involved together, help support the  col
lege, and help support their neighbors."

Koehler also com m ented th a t one of the m ost 
am azing aspects of this event is the fact th a t so 
m any people just show up, w ithout being called 
or asked, and have such a com m itm ent to  the 
com m unity.

"The college is well liked, well supported, and just 
very much part of the community," Koehler said.

As an event th a t is so well supported, it con
tinues to  grow every year.

"W hat you see is an appreciation of the beau
tiful campus th a t we have, an appreciation of the 
area and just the  fun of getting involved in  an  old 
fashioned picnic," Fricke said. "That's kind of 
w hat it's all about -  a picnic. I th ink  a lot of fam 
ilies have stepped away from th a t and I th ink  tha t 
this just is som ething th a t grounds you again."
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