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C om m unity colleges are 
trying to find the best ways to 
reach students who lack basic 
skills in reading, writing, and 
math.

"There has been this 
expectation tha t everyone 
w ho graduates from high 

. school is prepared to begin 
college work," Bob McCabe, a 
senior fellow at the League for 
Innovation in  the Com 
m unity College said. "That 
has never been the case. The 
issue is never to give up on 
students."

"Here at NMC the policy 
has always been to  offer 
students the opportunity to 
succeed," Chuck Shreve, dean 
of students, said. "When a 
student succeeds, we suc
ceed," Shreve added. "We 
have an obligation to provide 
students with the chance to 
learn and succeed in life."

In 1976 NMC started 
placem ent testing to de
termine a student's level. By 
offering these developmental 
courses, NMC has increased 
their enrollment to  include 
students that may not have 
been able to attend college, 
even though they had the 
desire.

Students needing to 
enroll in  developm ental 
courses end up paying for 
non  credit courses, such as 
English 111/11 and English 
99. In English 111/11 for
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It was a m orning m uch like 
tha t tragic m orning one year 
ago. And although the sun was 
sh in ing  it was observed by 
NMC staff and students with 
heavy hearts.

President Tim othy Nelson 
opened the  Rem em brance 
Cerem ony w hich was held at 8:30 
a.m .on Sept. 11 at the clock tower.

"W hen we embarked on a new 
school year, we never imagined that we 
would be challenged em otionally as 
well as intellectually." Nelson said.

After everyone recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance, Jacob Knight shared a poem 
on behalf of the Student Governm ent 
Association. Nelson then  rang a bell 
four times in honor of those w ho died 
at th e  W orld Trade Center, the  
Pentagon, on U nited Flight 93 in 
Pennsylvania and the m en and wom en 
in  the armed forces.

I a m  a  C o m m a n d e r  in t h e  N a v y  

R e s e r v e s ,  s o  it m a k e s  m e  v a l u e  e v e r y  

m in u t e  I h a v e  w ith  m y  f a m i ly .”

KIRK HORNBURG, EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR OF M-TEC

As studen ts and staff left the 
service, they shared their thoughts on 
how some things have changed for 
them  in  the past year.

"The event has m ade me more 
aware of the totality  of the world. I 
can 't condone w hat the terrorists did, 
yet we do still need to learn about 
diversity in  cultures and societies," 
President Nelson.

Student Katie Posnik said, "It has 
changed greatly. It can have an 
amazing effect on you. I hug m y nieces 
and nephews every day. I am just 
grateful to be alive."

Ri’ch Wolin  director of 
training and research at M- 
TEC,"I'm  now more conscious 
of the  vu lnerability  of the  
nation. I am glad tha t i live in 
a rural area, Its probably less 
likely to  be a target for 
terrorism ."

"I am a Com m ander in  the 
Navy Reserves, "said Kirk 
Hornburg, executive director 

of M-TEC, "so it makes me value every 
m inute I have w ith m y family."

Student Mara Sivak said, "You really 
can't th ink  of sadness. You have to  go 
on w ith your life and do w hat you do 
everyday. You can 't really look back; 
you have to, but no t so m uch as a sad 
thing. That's how  I've changed."

Vicki Killey w ent to New York City 
just three m onths after Sept. 11. "Last 
December, I w ent to  New York. The 
mayor said one way you can help the 
people of New York is to  go there and 
spend money. I appreciate m y family 
more, always say 'I love you .'"
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F r e q u e n t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  i s  t h e  

k e y  t o  s u c c e s s  w i t h  p r o f e s s o r s

Surviving college professors is easy- 
you just have to be very determ ined 
to  no t let them  get the  better of you.

They're only professors, after all. 
They're no different th an  you, except 
they have lots of initials after their 
names. W hen you've jum ped through 
all required hoops and a few extra 
besides, th en  you'll have all those 
initials after your nam e as well.

The m ain trick is this: 
com m unication. You m ay hate your 
professors, or you m ay love them , but 
no  m atter w hat happens, keep in 
constant contact. It can be by e-mail 
or by visiting after class or during 
office hours.

If there's anything rem otely 
unclear in the syllabus (and there will 
be), make sure you ask about it. If you 
don 't, it could come back to  haun t 
you.

If you or a family m em ber is ill 
and you need an extension, or at least 
some extra consideration, e-mail your 
professor. If you ask ahead of deadline, 
they will usually give you extra time. 
Just don 't wait un til the very last 
m inute and beg for mercy. That says 
your problem  is probably 
procrastination, w hich is your own 
silly fault.

Beyond that, I've observed tha t 
college professors tend  to fall in  three 
general categories:

-  New and seeking tenure
-  Already tenured
-  W aiting for retirem ent.

Professors w ho have received
tenure are far more likely to  be 
difficult th an  the other two. They can 
do pretty m uch whatever they  want, 
and it's tough to  get them  to change

or leave. You can go over their heads 
to  the departm ent chair all you want, 
and rarely does anything happen.

Those w ho are waiting for 
retirem ent are often fairly decent.
They are kind, n o t too strict, and they 
have an incredible knowledge base 
tha t they  love to  share.

The new ones are tricky. Of those, 
I've m et two types. Last spring, I had 
one of the bad types.

She had only been teaching at this 
college for a few quarters, and she 
taught history through her own 
personal viewpoint, even w hen other 
professors told her she needed a more 
balanced view. All professors do this, 
of course, bu t it was far more 
pronounced w ith her.

About halfway through the 
quarter, I com m itted a cardinal sin: I 
became disillusioned w ith the class 
and essentially dropped out. I 
continued to attend and take the 
exams, bu t I stopped doing the 
hom ework and watching the videos. I 
d idn 't bother to  discuss the issue w ith 
her. I got m y first C from th a t class, 
and there's no th ing  I can do to  fix 
tha t now. Be forewarned!

The other type of new professor is 
exactly w hat all professors are like in

th a t ideal, perfect world th a t none of 
us can ever visit. She had just gotten 
her graduate degree after spending 
enough tim e in  the  work world to  
know how things REALLY happen.

Her first quarter on campus, she 
took me under her wing, so to speak. 
She gave me realistic resume help, 
assistance on internship applications 
and help w ith classes. I soon 
discovered I was no t the  only student 
to  benefit from her generous 
personality. She puts in  overtime to 
help all her students.

Now, alm ost a year later, this 
professor and I are still in  contact, 
discussing job issues and university 
issues, bouncing ideas for 
im provem ent off each o ther and 
helping each other see those ideas 
through.

The moral here is th a t you will, 
like all of us, make your own mistakes. 
The other m oral is th a t no  two college 
professors are alike, bu t one th ing  
they  all expect is com m unication. 
Some of them  will spend only one 
hour in  their office per week and 
never answer e-mail, bu t tha t doesn't 
change the  fact tha t you need to  talk 
w ith them .

This is a tactic tha t will no t only 
help your grades, bu t it will help you 
in  the real world as well.

(C) 2002, AKRON BEACON JOURNAL 
(AKRON, OHIO).

DISTRIBUTED BY KNIGHT 
RIDDER/TRIBUNE INFORMATION 
SERVICES.



F r o m  t h e  s t a f f  

H e a r t a c h e  t u r n s  t o
As I drive around Traverse City I've noticed how 
m any of the "United We Stand" stickers have 
begun to  fade. As we faced the anniversary of 
Sept. 11 some of m y feelings since tha t day have 
faded m uch like those popular stickers, and 
some have intensified. W hen I watched the 
towers fall, I could only th ink  to  myself "what a 
scary world to  raise m y child in." I knew that 
the loss of innocent lives tha t day was only the 
beginning of more heartache to come. I 
struggled to explain w hat was happening to  my 
five-year-old and to  myself.

In the m onths th a t passed I realized tha t for 
every generation, it is has been at some poin t a 
scary tim e to  live, and this realization helped me 
to get past m y fears. I also saw how  w hen 
America is at it's worst it's also at its best.

W hat has intensified is m y com m itm ent to

h o p e
being involved in  politics, and m ore th an  just 
voting. A political science instructor I m et 
recently said it best w hen explaining w hy he 
had chosen to  involve him self in  politics rather 
th an  just teach it. He said, "I realized that 
innocent people are dying because people 
around the world th ink  tha t our governm ent 
truly represents all Americans."

The gratitude I feel for m y freedoms has 
intensified. The right to  speak m y thoughts 
about America, w hether in praise or criticism is a 
freedom th a t m any do no t have. I also 
appreciate living in a country th a t values 
literacy. How different would this world be if 
every child could, regardless of his or her incom e 
or sex, go to  school. Some m ay say ignorance is 
bliss; in  reality it is the worst kind of prison; the 
im prisonm ent of the  m ind.

As I look forward to  the b irth  of m y second 
child I still fear this tim e of uncertainty.

However, I realize tha t the only way to 
com bat these fears is to involve myself in  things 
tha t give me a sense of hope, w hether it be 
politics, volunteering, or taking more tim e to 
appreciate the  m any freedoms I do have and 
using them  to create changes w ithin my 
com m unity and m y country.

"Hope is itself a species of happiness, and, 
perhaps, the chief happiness which this world 
affords."

-  Samuel Johnson
AMBER RESSL

STAFF WRITER



The walk across cam pus is still a long one, punctuated with new buildings, even new er grassy
areas  and lots of new friends to talk with. PHOTO BY TOM AUCH

C e n t e r  f o r  L e a r n i n g  o f f e r s  v a r i e t y  

o f  s e m i n a r s  t h r o u g h  S e p t e m b e r

In the next two weeks the 
Center for Learning is offer
ing the following workshops 
for students.

C harting  Your Course: 
Confused about w hat direc
tion  your career is heading? 
This w orkshop will h ig h 
ligh t the  career p lann ing  
process and w hat steps need 
to  be taken for you to  dis
cover your true direction.

We will talk about what 
inventories are best to use, 
great web sites to explore and 
how to consider your inter
ests, skills, values, and person
ality to make the right turn 
with your path. This session 
will be on Monday, Sept, 16 
from 3 to  4 p.m.

Interviewing: Good inter
viewing technique is a learned 
skill that takes preparation 
and practice. This presenta
tion will review what each 
person needs to do to effec
tively prepare and present 
their qualifications in  a m an
ner that will convince the 
interviewer of your qualifica
tions, competence and confi
dence. Gordon will give this 
session on Tuesday, Sept. 17 
from 3 to 4 p.m.

PowerPoint: Microsoft 
PowerPoint is easy to use and 
produces powerful presenta
tion results w ithout a lot of 
headache. Learn the basics of 
utilizing PowerPoint which 
will be brought to you in two 
sessions this fall. Chad will

In a d d i t i o n  to  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  
s c h e d u l e d  w o r k 

s h o p s ,  t h e  
C e n t e r  o f f e r s  

h e l p  w ith  
G r a m m a r

show you how to add illustri
ous designs, wonderful color 
and glorious sound to any 
presentation. Wednesday, 
Sept 25 from noon to 1 p.m . 
and Monday, Nov. 11 from 
11: a.m. to noon.

In addition to  specifical
ly scheduled workshops, the 
C enter offers help  w ith  
Grammar: Crossing your i's 
and dotting your t's. This 
gram m ar workshop will help 
create better and m ore con
sistent flow th roughout your 
writing.

Punctuation: Never used 
a semicolon before? A punc
tuation  workshop will cover 
quo tations, colons, and 
commas; a quick half-hour 
workshop.

Sentence Structure: 
W ould you  like to  w rite 
stronger and more fluidly? A 
short workshop on sentence 
structure m ay be the  key for 
you. Learn how to expand

your sentences and increase 
your clarity.

Crafting Paragraphs: Are 
you lost? C an 't get from 
here to there? Learn how to 
create transitions betw een 
paragraphs and craft para
graphs in general.

W riting Your Research: 
Have the notes, bu t need to 
write the  paper? Learn how 
to quote, summarize, and 
paraphrase w ithout plagia
rizing.

Time Management: Kris
tin will take a look at schedul
ing time realistically for suc
cess and fun. She will show 
you how to m aintain  a 
healthy balance between 
school and your personal life.

Textbook Strategies: 
Kristin will explain effective 
use for the text by showing 
you how to read a textbook 
and where to read, how  to 
use a text for resources and 
references and taking notes 
from  the text and com bin
ing them  w ith lecture notes. 
Kristin will focus on some 
techniques to  reduce anxiety 
including, study skills and 
habits; relaxation  tec h 
niques; m ethods of review
ing for tests to  reduce stress. 
She will also look at different 
types of tests such as m ulti
choice, true-false and essay.

Please check w ith  the  
Office of Tutoring for times 
and locations of these work
shops.



F i v e  f a c u l t y  j o i n  r a n k s  t h i s  f a l l
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This fall, five new faculty 
joined NMC's team. Three of 
these instructors have been at 
the college for a number of 
years, while two are just start
ing out this semester.

Jerry Dobek has been with 
NMC for the past 15 years as 
an adjunct professor. This fall 
he is teaching automotive and 
astronomy classes.

Dobek, alumnus of NMC, 
earned two associate degrees 
here. He is also currently 
working on his masters in sci
ence from the University of 
Western Sydney.

Dobek comm ented that 
he would love to inspire one 
student to "better the world." 
He said he learned his best life- 
lesson from his grandfather: 
"You can do anything you 
want once you put your mind 
to it."

Another addition to  the 
science department is Laura 
Jaquish. She has been an 
adjunct professor for three 
years but this semester she will 
be teaching full-time: plant 
biology, hum an biology (on

line), and infection control in 
the dental assistant program.

Jaquish, originally from 
Traverse City, returned to the 
area after earning her bache
lor's and master's degrees at 
Michigan State University. She 
states that her favorite part 
about NMC is the "diverse 
backgrounds of the students."

Jaquish inspires her stu
dents by telling them, "If you 
have an open mind and a will
ingness to learn something 
new, you can succeed in any 
class."

Blake Key, also in the sci
ence department, is teaching 
introduction to chemistry and 
organic chemistry.

Key attended Western 
Michigan University, where 
he earned a bachelors degree 
in biology and also a masters 
degree in biostatistics. After 
m oving to  M ichigan State 
University, he completed his 
Ph. D in environmental engi
neering, with an emphasis in 
environmental chemistry.

Originally from East 
Lansing, Key came to NMC 
two years ago. He commented 
that he favors the "small class 
size and sense of community"

of the small college.
Key encourages his stu

dents to intern in order to 
acquire practical experience.

New to NMC this fall, 
John Mauk is teaching English 
111 and 112.

Mauk, originally from 
Toledo, says he enjoys the 
"intimacy" and com m unity 
feeling of the small school.

Mauk believes:
"Uncertainty can be your 
guiding light," Bono, of the 
musical group U2, although 
he never changed his major 
during his years at Bowling 
Green State University.

Barcley Owens, also new 
to NMC this fall, is a full-time 
faculty member in Communi
cations. This fall semester he is 
teaching English Composition 
111 and American Literature. 
Owens said that of all the col
leges he has been at, the stu
dents and staff here are the 
most upbeat and positive.

Owens earned his Ph.D. at 
Washington State University. 
His main goal in life is to per
fect his backhand to better his 
tennis game, but he would 
also like to publish more of his 
own writings.



V i s i t  t o  m o s q u e  o p e n s  s t u d e n t ’ s  e y e s

I was raised to  find m y own faith w ith little 
direction from m y parents. I have a Jewish sister 
and I also have an atheist sister. I always thought 
of myself as a very open m inded person, so 
w hen a friend asked me to  a ttend  a mosque for 
the first tim e I looked forward to learn more 
about the Muslim religion. I was invited to  go to 
the mosque w ith a co-worker and friend,
William Gapinski, w ho had converted to Islam 
five years ago. The actual nam e of this particu
lar Islamic religeon is called Sufism. As defined 
on a Sufi website, Sufism is a mystical m ovem ent 
w ithin Islam that seeks to  find divine love. This 
is a far cry from the image of Muslims tha t has 
been embedded into the m inds of m any 
Americans by the media since tha t tragic day in 
September.

I pulled in to  the parking lot and im m ediate
ly noticed how simple the church looked. No 
stained glass, no spires reaching into the heav
ens -ju st m odest brick and simple windows that 
brought to m ind an office building or school.
But once I walked inside, I felt as if I were in 
another country.

All the m en wore long robes or tunics while 
the w om en wore scarves or "khimars" and cloaks 
or "hijaabs." It was so quiet and still w ith the 
exception of the verses from the Q ur'an being 
played in every room  through speakers.

As I walked around the mosque, I began to 
noticed tha t while bo th  m en and w om en will 
smile at you and say "hello," they  all seemed shy 
and almost d idn 't seem to notice one another. I 
was told th a t it is com m anded in the Q ur'an to 
lower your gaze and be modest. This is required 
of bo th  m en and women, no t just w om en as I 
had believed.

Fox News 33 was also there to  talk w ith a 
shaykh or "teacher" about the events of Sept. 11

H e  ( S h a y k h  H i s h a m )  is  a d a m a n t  

in  h i s  s t a n c e  t h a t  h e  is  a n  

A m e r i c a n  a n d  d e n o u n c e s  v io 

l e n c e  o f  a n y  k in d .

2001. A shaykh, pronounced "shake" is a leader 
in the Muslim com m unity he no t only speaks 
on behalf of his congregation but also teaches 
other muslims the ways of his religion. Shaykh 
M uham m ad Hisham Kabbani was the "teacher" 
tha t would be interviewed inside the m osque by 
Fox News. If there was tension in the mosque 
because of the lights and camera crews, I did 
no t feel it. I felt only m y own curiosity and 
nervousness about being an outsider in this very, 
m isunderstood faith.

"The m en will probably no t even look at 
you, it is im proper for a m an to look at a w om an 
in a disrespectful or sexual way. Their reason for 
being here is no t social; it is only to  praise 
Allah," Gapinski explained to me.

But I did find tha t m any looked at me, and I 
im m ediately w ent w ith Gapinski's wife,
Elizabeth, to the store inside the m osque to  buy 
a scarf so I did no t stand out too m uch .. The lit
tle store had Islamic clothing for m en and 
women, books on tape, blessed rings and prayer 
beads, which are similar to a Catholic rosary.

Before entering, everyone takes off their 
shoes. It seemed strange to walk around a public 
and holy place in m y bare feet. But once.I saw 
the floor, I understood. The carpet covering the

William Gapinski, wife Elizabeth and Pam Adams standing 
outside the mosque.

floor was beautifully sewn in rich reds and gold 
and is plush and soft to  the touch. However, I 
was not allowed to stay downstairs, w om en m ust 
go upstairs to  a balcony to  pray and listen to 
Shaykh Hisham's sermon. W omen and m en are 
no t allowed to  pray together because Muslims 
believe w hen wom en and m en are together, they 
are focused on  eachother and no t on Allah or 
God.

However, I watched children, boys and girls, 
playing, going up and down the stairs, and I 
wonder w hy the boys and girls are n o t kept sep
arate.

"Children are no t held accountable for their 
actions until they are 11 years of age," Elizabeth 
explained. "Children are pure and do no t carry 
rhe same worries and concerns th a t adults 
carry."

After the  sermon, everyone congregated 
downstairs in the m ain prayer room  to watch 
the interview w ith Shaykh Hisham. Shaykh 
Hisham's appearance was sweet and almost 
jovial. His beard was long and white and he 
wears a turban on his head. W hen he sat with 
the interviewer from Fox News, his dem eanor 
changed to  serious and somber. He was asked 
about charity and funding going to  Afghanistan 
an issue for which he has received great criticism 
from groups like the American M uslim Council.

He explained that he did no t trust where the 
m oney went. He did not w ant to  fund a terror
ist group like A1 Queda. He was adam ant in  his 
stance tha t he was an American and denounces 
violence of any kind. He explained tha t this ter
rorism goes against the Q u'ran and explained 
the basis of his faith as peaceful and loving.

At the end of the interview, Shaykh Hisham 
walked through the crowd and everyone fol
lowed him  downstairs to  the dining hall for 
lunch. After we left, I felt curiously calm and 
also a little impressed tha t I did n o t let fear or 
ignorance stop me from this experience.

PHOTOS AND TEXT BY PAM ADAMS

Inside the mosque, women must pray in the balcony overlooking the main prayer room.





N e w  H e a l t h ,  S c i e n c e  

b u i l d i n g  o p e n s  o n  t i m e
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After two years and $14.1 m illion, N orthwestern M ichigan 
College has com pleted the newest edition to  the campus, 
the Health and Science Building;

The Health and Science Building is like no other building 
on campus. "This is a state of the art building designed with stu
dents in mind," Ed Bailey, construction projects director, said.

The 54,500-square foot building contains "extra wide 
hallways, more student seating, tables instead of chairs with 
the  attatched desks, and more space in  bo th  the classrooms 
and labs," Bailey added.

It is hard to compare the Health and Science Building to 
the Old Science Building. "The Old Science was at the end of 
its useful life, so no t everything functioned well," Bailey said. 
"None of the ventilation worked, a lot of the lab benches 
d idn 't work; now this building has all of that," Bailey said.

"The Old Science Building was designed for com m unity 
college science classes, where the  H ealth and Science 
Building was designed to  be taught as graduate level classes 
if we'd ever choose to  go to  that. So, it was designed on  a 
m uch different standard," Bailey said.

W ith the com pletion of Health and Science, the next 
task for the construction team  is the  West Bay Campus 
w hich is scheduled to  begin construction in  October.

The drafts for the building were drawn up in  2000 and 
workers have been working on  construction of the  building 
since July 2001.

The new Health and Science building (formerly the ISTLC, Integrated Science and Technology Learning 
Center) opened Sept. 3. The building is the first of several building projects to be accomplished with the funds 
raised when Grand Traverse County residents authorized the college to sell more than $30 million in bonds 
in November 1999. Matching State funds were also used for the project.



G L M A  g e t s  n e w  

t r a i n i n g  s h i p

The TS State of Michigan 
arrived last m on th  after a 
two-week journey from New 
York City.

During the  first two 
weeks in  August, Academy 
staff and graduates sailed the 
ship from  New York City to 
Traverse City.

The new 225-foot train
ing vessel has been assigned 
to  the Great Lakes Maritime 
Academy by th e  federal 
M aritim e A dm inistration. 
Until now, the  Great Lakes 
M aritime Academy had been 
he only m aritim e academy 
n the nation  w ithout a ship

of its own.
The 224-foot vessel is 

now  in W isconsin being fit
ted out as a training ship. 
W hen it is brought back to 
Traverse City in  October by 
in structo r Mike Surgalski 
and  academ y students, it 
will be used as a laboratory 
and eventually as a class- 
room  at sea.

The public will be able 
to  tour the ship at th a t time

For m ore in fo rm ation  
abou t th e  TS State of 
M ichigan, call the Maritime 
Academy Office at 231-995- 
1200.

i



C o l l e g e s  s t r u g g l e
con tinued  from page  1

instance, students pay for six credit hours but 
receive credit for only four. NMC thas 217 stu
dents enrolled this semester in these develop
m ental English classes.

According to statistics from community colleges 
across the nation, m ath is generally where students 
need the most help. NMC, as well as other commu
nity colleges offer developmental courses in m ath as 
well. Math 08 -  Pre Algebra and Math 23 - Beginning 
Algebra are the non-credit courses students may be 
required to enroll in before moving on to those that 
are credited, such as Math 111, 121, 140. The enroll
m ent for this fall semester shows a total of 638 stu
dents currently enrolled in these developmental 
m ath courses.

According to an article by Shantee Woodards 
for the Detroit News, students w ho lack the basic 
skills w hen entering college take longer to  earn a 
degree w ith the added expense of having to  move 
through the ranks of developm ental non-credit 
courses, thus adding to the overall cost of their 
tuition.

"Nationally, as m any as 1 m illion students 
w ho enter higher education each year are unpre
pared," said an  official at the  League for 
Innovation.

In a num ber of states, including Michigan, 
com m unity colleges are joining w ith local school 
districts to  identify areas where students are weak. 
High schools are also beefing up  the  graduation

requirem ents to  make sure teens have enough of 
the basics. NMC offers tutorial services while 
other com m unity colleges assign m entors and 
create learning comm unities.

"Another factor th a t has been shown to assist 
students in  preparing for college level courses has 
been the practice of "dual enrollm ent" giving 
high school students the  opportunity  to attend 
classes at NMC." Shreve said. W hile participating 
in this program students earn credit towards their 
degree as well as getting a taste as to  w hat college 
is all about."

Original article by Shantee' Woodards appeared 
in the August 20, 2002 issue of the Detroit News.
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The demolition currently 
taking place at the West Bay 
Campus is scheduled for 
completion at end of this 
month. Workers plan to start 
construction in Oct. and have 
the building closed so that 
they may work inside during 
the winter months. These 
photos show the current 
progress at the H/esf Bay 
Campus site. As you can see, 
there are many piles of cork, 
brick, dust and steel.

PHOTOS BY TOM AUCH

West bay campus 
undergoes a 
makeover
L IN D S E Y  A G R U D A
S T A FF W R IT E R _________________________

While driving along West Bay, you 
may have noticed the demolition 
taking place at the old Freezer 
Building.

This building was once the home 
to a variety of different programs 
including Photography, Metal 
smithing, and Auto Tech. Now, the 
building has been reduced to open 
walls and piles of steel and cork.

For those interested in what is 
to become of the partly demolished 
site, it is the campus for a new 
76,000 square foot building.

This building will be the 
home for the Maritime Academy 
and the Culinary Arts school. On 
top of that, there will be a large 
conference center called "The Life 
Long Learning Center."

"This building is going to be the 
biggest building that we will build. 
The total cost for this project is 
estimated to be over $18 million. 
$500 ,000  is for renovating and 
demolishing, $16 ,250 ,000  is for 
building the campus, and $1.3 
million will be used for renovating 
the harbor," Ed Bailey, Constru
ction Projects Director, said.

Not only will this building be 
the largest one that NMC will build, 
but it will also be fully equipped 
with "four kitchens used for 
different teaching activities for the 
Culinary students, and a 90-seat 
restaurant," Bailey added.

In October, workers will be 
doing more site work and all of the 
building foundations. Once that is 
done, steel will go up.

"Their [construction workers] 
goal is to get the building closed by 
the first of the year. That way, they 
can spend the m ajority of the 
winter working inside", Bailey said.

"Over the summer, we moved 
the Great Lakes Maritime Academy 
over to the Auto Tech. Building and 
since August, until now, demolition 
is taking place in the old Maritime 
Academy," Bailey said.

Recently, NMC was awarded the 
building contract and has been 
waiting for the building permit. 
"Once we receive the permits for 
building, we will start 
construction," Bailey said. The West 
Bay Campus construction will 
begin sometime this month.

While currently working to finish 
the construction at the Health and 
Science Building, located on the main 
campus, NMC started and finished 
the renovations in West and East 
Halls this past summer.

The goal for the West Bay 
Campus completion is January 
2004.


