
C l a s s  c a n c e l l a t i o n s  

c a u s e  f r u s t r a t i o n

DAN WHEELOCK 
STAFF WRITER

If a student needs only one or two credits to  fulfil their 
status as a part or full-time student, courses offered through 
the  Physical Education D epartm ent can fill the need. But, 
w hen the  class is cancelled, students get frustrated.

Such was the case recently. "It was so deflating. You get 
all pum ped up for the class and the trip to  Marquerite, then  
you're told th a t the  instructors are either out of tow n or can't 
get the  tim e off! W hat's up w ith that?" a first-year student 
w ho had signed up for an outdoor pursuits class said.

"I'm  just glad I d idn 't need the credit for graduation. I 
feel sorry for those w ho did!" she added.

Because m ost of the  O utdoor Pursuit courses involve 
traveling out of town, cancellation of one of these course 
can case a rippling effect.

"Students w ho encounter cancellations such as these are 
always given the opportunity  to  replace their cancelled class 
w ith another," Jan  Gasnik, in the  office of Registration and 
Records, said. "It's NMC's policy to  help students in  this 
predicam ent find another course th a t they  can enroll in."

Possible problems tha t students m ight encounter w ith 
this option include the class being full or having already 
begun. In the case of other Outdoor Pursuit courses, the fact 
th a t they fill up quickly or tha t three of the four offered travel 
out of town, which involves m aking plans weeks or m onths 
ahead of time, may keep a student from taking this option.

Advocates for peace marched from the Dennos Museum to Munson Avenue to show their support for 
non-violent solutions. The march took place on Oct. 20.
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G r e a t  L a k e s  c a m p u s  t o  r i s e  f r o m  t h e  r u i n s

JUSTIN GULSETH 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

W hat can you make w ith 15,000 
tons of used concrete and lots of 
rusty steel rods?

You could do what NMC did: use it 
as the foundation for a new building.

The new  construction project, 
called the  Great Lakes Campus, cuts 
dow n the size of the  old buildings, 
allowing for a view of the bay.

The old build ings took  up
150,000 square feet; the new  design 
narrows it to  only 72,000 square 
feet. This increase of free space 
allows for a large parking lot and an 
attractive landscaping design.

"The total cost of this project is 
about $18 m illion," John  Tanner, 
superin tendent of the  Great Lakes

It w a s  t im e  f o r  a  n e w  

b u i ld in g ;  y o u  c a n  o n ly  

r e t r o - f i t  s o  m u c h , "

JOHN TANNER 
SUPERINTENDENT

M aritime Academy, said. "The actual 
construction of the  new buildings 
was only a fraction of the  total cost 
of the project. There is a long list of 
steps th a t all add up to  the $18 
m illion for the project."

In less space than  the previous 
campus, the new one will have more 
classrooms and offices. This is in part 
due to  the second story being added

to the structures, according to  Tanner.
The first building is dedicated 

completely to  the Maritime Academy 
w ith new  classrooms and a new plan 
on both  levels. The second building 
is going to  house tw o different 
sections. The first floor is going to  be 
a Life Long Learning Center, similar 
to  the  curren t Oleson Center at 
N orthwestern M ichigan College. The 
second floor is going to  be Great 
Lakes Culinary Institute, including a 
restaurant open to  the public.

Starting the construction of the 
new  building was n o t an easy task. 
Tanner said th a t people don 't realize 
how  m uch prep work has to  be done 
to  prepare for the  foundation of the 
new  buildings.

The first step was the  dem olition 
of all the  buildings on  campus. Then

all of the sewer, water and gas lines 
had  to  be taken out and redone. The 
runoff had to  be retained to  m eet 
today's codes. The harbor had to  be 
dredged and retro-fitted, and the  old 
wood sheet piling had to  be taken 
out and replaced w ith steel.

Another part of the cost is the 
landscaping. Also included was the 
furnishings and   technological 
equipm ent for the new buildings. The 
remainder of the cost is the actual 
construction of the new buildings.

"This project is being funded in 
a couple different ways," Tanner, 
said. The first funding was from  the 
Bond Proposal vote in  1999, w hen 
NMC asked Grand Traverse County 
residents for funding to  renovate old



E l e c t  t h e  p r o m i s e  k e e p e r s

N orthern  M ichigan is facing an  array 
of environm ental issues-urban sprawl, 
oil drilling, sewage overflows, and the 
sale of M ichigan water. Some of these 
issues will be decided on  Nov. 5.
Private developers will decide others.

The m ajority of our na tion  lists 
the environm ent as one of the  top 
issues for this next election. However, 
since the  m ajority of Americans don 't 
vote, m any politicians continue to 
find it in  their best interests to  give lip 
service to  environm ental issues. Those 
same politicians w hen elected th en  
instate policies th a t are often in  direct

opposition w ith  their previous 
promises to  protect the environm ent 
from  special interest groups.

We voters need to  ensure th a t the 
politicians w ho are re-elected have 
policies and voting records th a t reflect 
their cam paign promises. And that 
those w ho are going to  represent us 
for the  first tim e are clear on  w hat we 
w ant those policies to  be. The Grand 
Traverse region has m uch to  lose if we 
d o n 't do all th a t we can to  protect it.

Recently hundreds of people 
attended the Great Lakes Bioneers 
Conference at NMC. This conference

brought together a group of 
environmental visionaries who 
presented practical solutions for some of 
our m ost urgent environm ental crises. 
W ouldn't it have been great to  see some 
of the politicians who are running for 
office this term  in attendance?

Let's m ake sure our elected 
officials understand how  im portan t 
the  environm ent is to  the  people of 
th is region on Nov. 5.

AMBER RESSL
STAFF WRITER

R e a d e r  q u e s t i o n s  s t u d e n t s '  m a t u r i t y

Dear Editor:
I recently was a victim  of some 

random  parking lot vandalism . I am 
only one of m any tha t have had some 
type of vandalism  happen  to  them  
this semester. All types of vandalism  
have occurred from  destruction of cars 
in  the parking lot to  a student's dorm  
room  as well as o ther school property. 

This is very serious and m ust stop!
I had  the understanding  that, once 

we graduated high school and decided 
w hether we w anted to  go to  college or 
go straight to  the  work force, we had 
taken the  next steps in life to  become

an adult; apparently  some adolescents 
have n o t reached tha t threshold  of 
their lives. If you, a student/faculty  
m em ber as well as a person w ith  good 
morals, should see one of these 
adolescent students destroying or 
dam aging ano ther's property holler, 
"Hey!", so they know th a t they  have 
been caught in the  act. Then report it 
to  the  proper authorities.

We need to  stand as one and 
speak w ith one loud voice so th a t the 
adolescent juveniles will hear us. We 
have to let them  know th a t we will 
no t accept m ore of these vicious acts!

As a word of advice to adolescents 
w ho have participated in  any type of 
vandalism: It is tim e you juveniles 
grow up and becom e adults before it is 
too late and you end up in  prison 
doing hard  tim e for your crimes. 
Signed,
A VERY ANGRY NMC STUDENT

EDITOR'S NOTE: White Pine Press does 
not accept unsigned letters from readers. 
We will, however, withold names when 
asked.

V o t e  N O  o n  P r o p o s a l  4  o n  N o v .  5

Dear Editor:
The Healthy M ichigan Am endm ent, 
or Proposal 4, on  the  Nov. 5 ballot, is 
in  heated debate. If voted on, Proposal 
4 would affect 257 N orthw estern 
M ichigan College students and would 
hurt the  359 Traverse City Area Public 
school students w ho have benefited 
from the M ichigan Merit Award 
Program.

The proposal would alter the  way 
M ichigan spends its tobacco 
settlem ent incom e and w ould end the  
Merit Award program , hurting  the
250,000 youths w ho already are 
eligible to  receive m oney under the 
program. Fifty-seven percent of NMC

students rely on  this assistance 
entirely for tu ition . In 2000-01, the 
program  paid for over six thousand 
students! tu ition  w hich totaled over 
$13 m illion dollars and saving NMC 
students a total of $573,750.

Most of the  money, about $300 
m illion, w ould be transferred to 
private corporations and because 
Proposal 4 is a constitutional 
am endm ent, future legislators could 
n o t pass laws to  stop the  cash flow to 
these corporations. The groups 
involved for the proposal are led by 
the  M ichigan Hospital Association. 
There is no  clear explanations how  or 
where the m oney would be used just a

long list of purposes th a t are described 
as smoking prevention and the  care of 
sick smokers.

Overall, if Proposal 4 is passed, it 
is expected th a t state funding for 
universities and com m unity  colleges 
will be reduced, and there will be a 20 
percent tu ition  increase at public 
universities. Do you w ant to  be a 
cause for fellow students having to 
drop out of school because they  lost 
their funding? If not, th en  vote NO 
on  Proposal 4 Nov. 5.
KATE DEVRIES
JOURNALISM STUDENT



My brother can vote. I can vote. My 
dad can vote. My m om  can vote. My 
grandfathers can vote. My grand
mothers can vote -  but that change 
came in their lifetimes. They were bom  
w hen access to voting depended on 
your sex, race, and social class. And you 
can put a rule on the books, but you 
can't make people follow it; we still 
have problems with our voting system 
today. But I promised this article would 
be about election issues, no t issues with 
the election, so here goes.

I live inside the Traverse City city 
limits. Some of the items on my ballot 
include the standard: straight party 
ticket choice; senators and congress- 
people, US and state; the  board- 
members for the three major state 
universities (none of which are north of 
Lansing: what's up with that?). But flip 
the ballot over (you do remember to do 
that, don 't you?), and there are some 
new boxes. We're not just voting for 
judges and county/city commissioners 
this time. Three NMC trustees' term 
limits have expired. Also, an NMC 
trustee died two years and someone to 
finish his term will be elected.

Next, the county and city pro
posals. Leelanau County/Traverse City 
residents, you have one more than  I do. 
Yes, Virginia, Leelanau County's 911 
service will continue. But if this 
proposal doesn't pass, your police still 
need money for the new 911 staff and 
equipment at the new law enforcement 
building. Where will they get it? Grand 
Traverse County/Traverse City resi
dents, time to  tune in. We have police 
and fire departments, but they're not

guaranteed in writing. Should they be? 
And what about BATA?

Are we all willing to  raise our taxes 
to continue supporting the transpor
tation system which could keep our 
roads less clogged and keep our 
neighbor, relative or self moving? I 
know, I know: only if the routes and 
times are expanded. Well, how can we 
make that happen?

Now for the  state proposals. Do 
we w ant to  give control of m ore 
tobacco settlem ent revenues to  the 
state, or keep control of it in  the 
hands of the  voters WHO BOTHER 
TO VOTE? Or m aybe you've never 
believed in  the  MEAP, b u t d o n 't

w ant the  'TSRs' distributed by a 
nonprofit corporation because you 
w ant tha t corporation m ore accoun
table to  you than  the  law requires 
them  to  be.

W ho gets to  decide w ho repre
sents the  people w ho work for the 
state w hen they  come in to  conflict 
w ith  th e ir  em ployer? The Civil 
Service Com m ission decides w hat 
bargaining units are form ed, bu t 
w ho represents those units? Well, 
m any of us d o n 't always thoroughly  
investigate the  people we elect; w hy 
should they  be any different?

Next!

Do we want the state to go further 
into debt or do we want more water 
pollution to  continue to close our 
beaches and otherwise muck up our 
lives? (This one is hard.)

Next!

Should we be allowed to vote 
Democrat and Republican in  the 
primary election? How about Green 
and Republican? W hat about 
Independent and Democrat? Your 
primary election ballot counts even if 
you don 't fill in  the 'non-partisan' 
boxes now. Shouldn't the other five 
parts exist separately from the straight 
party ticket question anyway?

Next!

I left the best for last. W hom  do 
you w ant on  the  state's board of 
education? (You can only pick two; six 
aren't up for re-election.) True, the

governor we've had for the past twelve 
years has changed, am ong other 
things, how they shape education -  at 
all levels, infant through senior citizen. 
Still, we are electing a new governor, 
and a new assistant governor (al
though officially their title is lieu
tenant governor).

W hatever party  you  support, 
take a close look at the  people you 
are electing to make your policies. 
Better yet, get acquain ted  w ith  
them . Call them , write them , visit 
their offices. They really are there for 
you. If you can 't reach them  right 
away, wait a little b it and  try  again. 
W hile you 're waiting, go check out 
the  building where you vote. Tell 
them  how  disabled-friendly it is (or 
isn't). But if you d o n 't like w hat 
they 're  doing, d o n 't glue their office 
doors shut or throw  rocks through  
their windows. Collect signatures, 
m ake phone calls, write letters, p u t a 
sign in  your car or house windows. If 
you 're registered to  vote, VOTE. If 
you 're not, GET registered so you 
can vote in  the  NEXT election.

And w hen you do, rem em ber 
you 're  vo ting  for all those w ho 
cou ldn 't before -  as well as for 
those w ho still can't.
HEATHER J. GRUENBERG
STAFF WRITER





N e w  c e r t i f i c a t e s  a v a i l a b l e  

i n  h e a l t h  a n d  t e c h  a r e a s

STEPHANIE WURTZ 
STAFF WRITER

Students have five new certificate programs 
to  choose from: Database Adm inistration, 
Hardware Specialist, M edical/Clerical Level 
I, Medical Transcription Level II and Patient 
Access Services.

Database A dm inistration and Hardware 
Specialist certificates are earned th rough  the 
M ichigan Technical Education Center (M- 
TEC) as p a rt of th e  Cisco N etw orking 
Academy. A ccording to  NMC's website, 
com pletion of these programs prepares stu
dents to  take a standardized test and upon 
passing this test, a student is considered a 
Cisco Certified Network Associate (CCNA). 
CCNAs are qualified to  proceed to a higher 
education in  com puter sciences or to  work

as com puter technology personnel.
Allied Health also adopted new programs 

this fall including Medical/Clerical Level I, 
Medical Transcription Level II and Patient

Access Services. These certificates were 
added to  NMC's existing Allied H eath pro
gram  due to  concerns expressed by 
M unsonH ealthcare  invo lv ing  w orkers' 
needs for greater knowledge in  these areas.

Medical/C lerical Level I can be com plet
ed in  two semesters and is helpful to  stu
dents w ho wish to  work and go to  school 
part-tim e, according to  Laura Schm idt, 
Director of Nursing program s and Allied 
Health. The o ther two certificates take four 
semesters to achieve. Students w ho com 
plete these programs earn a certificate in  the 
top ic  stud ied  show ing th a t  th ey  have 
extended knowledge in  the  area.

C a m p u s  g r o u p s  p l a n  H a b i t a t  

t r i p  f o r  s p r i n g  b r e a k

JENNY WEBER 
STAFF WRITER

■

W hat do you get w hen you 
com bine college kids, 
Habitat for Hum anity, and 
spring break? A trip th a t 
involves college kids giving 
their spring vacation tim e 
for a good cause.

During spring break 2003, 
students will have the oppor
tunity to go on a trip for 
Habitat for Humanity. SGA, 
Campus Ministry and campus 
diversity are teaming up to 
provide students the chance 
to give their time and effort to 
a community. Jacob Knight, 
SGA president, said, "If we can 
do something that can give 
back, then  we should do it."

The trip is still in the 
p lanning  stages bu t details

If w e  c a n  d o  s o m e 

th in g  t h a t  c a n  g iv e  

b a c k ,  t h e n  w e  

s h o u l d  d o  it.”

JACOB KNIGHT 
SGA PRESIDENT

have to  be adjusted. Knight 
is m anaging the project at 
this po in t since he is no t 
able to  vote on  the  issue. "I 
w anna make it happen, bu t 
everything is up in  the  air," 
Knight said. SGA will form  a 
com m ittee  specifically for 
th e  trip  w ith in  th e  next

week in  order for the  pro jeect 
to  get rolling.

Knight and o ther m em 
bers from SGA w ent from 
classroom to classroom get
ting an estim ated num ber of 
how m any would be interest
ed in  this opportunity. They 
are guessing around 40 peo
ple at this point. New York 
and Kentucky are two loca
tions being considered.

To reserve a spot, students 
should make a check or 
m oney order for $25, payable 
to NMC. Lisa Blackford, diver
sity counselor, is accepting 
deposits in  the Counseling 
Center. To get more informa
tion about this trip and other 
student issues, students can 
attend any SGA meeting are 
held Wednesdays at 3 p.m. in 
the lower level of West Hall.

C l a s s  C a n c e l l a t i o n s

con tinued  from  p ag e  1
"Students also have the  option  of receiv

ing  a full refund for the  course," Pete 
LaCourse, head of the  Physical Education 
Departm ent, said. LaCourse said this as he 
addressed a room  full of rock-climbing stu
dents while inform ing th e  students th a t 
their class scheduled to  leave for M arquette 
in just 60 hours was cancelled because no 
instructors were available.

W hen a student takes the  refund option, 
all he or she has to  do is sit back and wait for 
the  check. If a student plans on  or needs to 
replace the  class, then  they  m ust go to 
Registrations and inform  th a t office of their 
plans.

Then there are the  students th a t do 
need to replace the course in order to  fulfil 
their part or full-time status so there will be

no  possible problem s w ith  financial aid.
Steven Siciliano, Vice P resident for 

Student Services said, "Even though  the  col
lege has no  set policies w hen it comes to  
dealing w ith  these types of events, a stu
dent's best course of action w ould be to  
work w ith the  counseling office and rely on 
their assistance for class p lacem ent."

"Students could also see if Pete Lacourse 
could possibly form some type of other 
course th a t students could earn credit in. 
There is also the  option  of enrolling in  one 
of the  independent study programs, w hich 
are open to  all students un til late in the 
semester," Siciliano added.

This semester the deadline for enrolling 
in one of the independent study program s is 
Nov. 4.









I n s t r u c t o r  i n s p i r e s  

w i t h  d i v e r s i t y  o f  r o l e s

swa®

I n t r a m u r a l s  b e g i n

TONY KITCHEN 
STAFF WRITER

i
AMBER RESSL 
STAFF WRITER

Picture yourself going before 
a large room  of strangers to 
discuss topics on hum an  sex
uality. Susan Odgers does 
this for a living.

Susan wears m any hats. 
Teacher, wife, activist, thera
pist, and m otivational speak
er to nam e a few.

C urren tly  she teaches 
PSY 225, also know n as 
H um an Sexuality, at 
N orthw estern  M ichigan 
College, has a private thera
py practice, is a m em ber of 
the Green Party, is on  the 
board for MPAS (Michigan 
P ro tection  and  Advocacy 
Service), and gives m otiva
tional speeches about living 
w ith a disability.

"I had been at Oakland 
University for just over a 
year, it was 1976, and I woke 
up one m orning and w ithin 
one hour I was paralyzed 
from  the waist down. I had a 
spinal stroke," Susan said.

The next year was very 
difficult for her, bo th  em o
tionally , and  physically. 
"Honestly, I th in k  I cried 
every day for the next year. 
It was hard on me, bu t it was 
very hard  on  the  people that 
loved m e as well. I used the 
Grief Model for Loss during 
th is tim e, w hich  really 
helped me. I give this m odel 
to  m y students because as we 
all know at times it is hard to 
be a hum an  being, and we 
all have grief in  our lives. 
This' m odel helps you to 
identify w hat it is th a t you 
have lost, identify w hat is 
left, and transform  w hat is 
left. I had a lot of th inking  to 
do, to  be so young and in a 
wheelchair. It  changed my 
peer relationships the most. 
School, the  academic part 
was easy for me, of course 
getting around at tha t tim e 
was hard, m any things were 
no t handicap accessible, bu t 
it was the social relation
ships th a t were the  m ost dif
ficult."

Susan said adjusting to 
how people reacted to  her 
being in  a wheelchair was 
also challenging: "Some peo
ple would just act as if you 
w eren 't there, so I would do 
the  looking, and I would be 
the  one to  reach o u t."

She no t only reached out 
to  people, she educated 
them  as well. "In 1977 the 
U nited Nations declared tha t 
year the International Year

Susan Odgers
COURTESY PHOTO

" I h a v e  f o u n d  

t h a t  if t h e r e  is  

s o m e t h i n g  

I r e a l ly ,  

r e a l l y  w a n t ,

I c a n  d o  it.

I c a n

f in d  w a y s  

t o  m a k e  it 
h a p p e n . . . ”

SUSAN ODGERS 
INSTRUCTOR

of the Disabled Person, and 
shortly after tha t (1979) I 
w on th e  Miss W heelchair 
pageant in  M ichigan. This 
allowed me to  do a lot of 
public speaking about hav
ing a disability."

Susan also makes sure to 
send th an k  you cards to  
business th a t are doing their 
best to ensure th a t all people 
are able to visit their estab
lishm ent, or to  give them  
tips on  how  to  im prove 
accessibility.

She sent one of these 
cards to  a theater she had 
recently attended to  thank  
Tom Mair, the  house m anag
er, for his help. This resulted 
him  receiving a raise. That 
helpfu l m anager later 
became her husband. Susan 
and Tom have been married 
for over tw enty years now.

Susan con tinued  w ith  
her education, receiving her 
MA and Ph.D. (ABD) from 
Wayne State in  Counseling 
Psychology and  H um an 
Sexuality. She has been

teaching at NMC since 1989 
and in  2000 received the 
adjunct teacher of the year 
award. She also continues to 
take clients for private thera
py-

One of her clients said of 
Susan: "She really listens, 
the  advice she gives is very 
practical advice th a t you can 
apply right away. To me she 
is the epitom e of being non- 
judgm ental."

W hen asked how  she 
juggles all her responsibili
ties Susan said, " I  try to 
th ink  no t only of w hat I'm  
interested in, bu t in  w hat 
ways can I can I get the  m ost 
"bang for m y buck. "That id 
w hy I'm  involved w ith the 
Green Party, and am on  the 
Board for MPAS."

Susan has a love of trav
eling and is m aking plans for 
a trip around the world in  
the  near future: "I have 
found th a t if there is some
th ing  I really, really want, I 
can do it. I can find ways to 
make it h appen ... Traveling 
takes you out of your com 
fort zone, and if your open 
to  it stretches you by 
imm ersing you in  a different 
world."

W inston Churchill once 
said "Courage is grace under 
pressure." Few people 
em body th is m ore th a n  
Susan Odgers.

With the kickoff of flag foot
ball on October 14, student 
intramural sports began the 
second league of the 2002- 
2003 seasons. Overall, there 
are five other sports: kick- 
ball, which ended October 
7, and floor hockey, begin
ning play on November 18. 
Indoor soccer, basketball 
and volleyball take place 
during the spring semester. 
All sports are coed, but tradi
tionally, flag football and 
floor hockey tend  to be 
male dominant.

Pete LaCourse, the phy
sical education coordinator 
at NMC, says the intramu

ral leagues tend to be high
ly competitive, especially 
football.

"M ost kids played 
[football] in high school 
and  were on their football 
teams. There are kids w ho 
never played organized 
football, because they  
m ight n o t have m ade the 
team, and still do well," 
said LaCourse.

This  years football 
league has five teams con
sisting of 60-70 players over
all, a relatively low number 
compared to recent years.

S tudents looking to  
practice for upcom ing 
sports m ay use the  NMC 
recreation center located 
on  campus.








