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W hen the Old Science 
building was constructed in 
the early '60s, no one thought 
that nearly forty years later 
there would be a bigger and 
better version of it.

Today, the Health and 
Science Building has replaced 
the Old Science building and 
has become the new home 
for the comm unications and 
hum anities departm ents. 
The Old Science Building has 
out-lived its life," Ed 
Bailey,construction projects 
director said.

As w ith m ost projects, 
there is a lot of m oney and a 
lot of work involved. Bailey 
said tha t the funding for the 
building has come from both  
the 1999 Bond proposal and 
the 1997 grant tha t was to  be 
used as part of the 
integration of the disciplines 
and the  in tegration  of 
faculty from  the  state of 
Michigan.

According to  Bailey, 
renovations will begin after 
the first of the year w hen the 
projects team  will take the 
building back to its shell. 
From there, a new m echa
nical system will be install
ed, w hich  is a heating  
ventilation air conditioning 
system, and a new electrical 
system. A new inform ation 
technology structure will be 
added. New windows, 
carpeting,lighting, elevators,
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exit stairs and a new front 
entrance will also be a part 
of the  reconstruction.

"The new Health and 
Science Building m et all of the 
needs of the m ath and science 
discipline. The Old Science 
Building will be converted 
into general purpose class
rooms," Bailey said.

"The plan is to  start all 
of the  noisy  dem olition  
work Jan.5, 2003, and work 
up un til classes start in  late 
January. The n o rth /so u th  
wing will be done in the 
middle of April and as soon 
as classes are done in  May, 
we will begin construction 
in  the  east/w est w ing," 
Bailey said. "The whole pro
ject will be com plete by 
September 2003."

A temporary wall will be 
constructed to  keep noise 
levels down and allow workers 
to reconstruct the area.

Not everything in  the 
building will go unused, or 
be th row n  away. In fact, 
m ost of the  fu rn itu re  is 
being recycled. "A large part 
of the  lab equ ipm ent is 
being donated  to  area 
schools," Bailey said.

B o m b  t h r e a t  c a l l e r  f a c e s  t r i a l
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The NMC student arrested for m aking the 
bom b threat calls in  Fall 2001 and W inter 
2002 will go to  trial on Jan. 22, 2003.

According to  G rand Traverse circuit 
court records, Kurt Clayton Strange will 
again have a chance to  plead guilty or no t 
guilty on Dec. 30. He chose no t to  plead at 
his pre-trial on  Oct. 11.

Strange, 20, from Cadillac, was arrested 
on April 15, 2002 in  East Hall at NMC by 
Detective Kevin Gay at approxim ately 12:55 
p.m. Gay, the investigating officer on this

case, was tipped off by a calling card that 
was used to  make the prank calls to  the 
college. According to  Gay and the police 
report, the other phone num bers called 
from the calling card were all friends of 
Strange. Allegedly, Strange was in  danger of 
being dropped from a class on  Nov. 13, the 
first day of the  bom b threat calls.

A bond of $5,000 was posted for his 
release on June 6, 2002. If convicted, Strange 
faces up to  4 years in  jail and a $2,000 fine. 
He is being represented by defense attorney 
M elanie S tan ton  of Traverse City. The 
prosecuting attorney is Michael J. Stein of 
Traverse City.



C o n s u m e  l e s s ,  g i v e  m o r e

“United we spend!” That’s the message 
President Bush promoted in his State of 
the Union speeches after Sept.11 to stop 
the economy from plummeting more 
than it already had. We were to show 
our support by shopping? During 
World War II Americans were asked to 
conserve, not consume, by recycling 
materials, planting gardens, and 
basically just doing more with less. Now 
we are supposed show our patriotic 
spirit by buying more junk that most of 
us don’t need and can’t afford.

We are rapidly approaching the 
time of year when consumer frenzy 
reaches its peak, and many people are 
re-evaluating what the holiday spirit is 
really about. And Americans should, 
considering these facts: The average 
American’s savings account has 
decreased from 8 percent in 1980, to 4 
percent in the early 1990s, to zero

percent today. This is combined with 
an increase in high interest credit card 
debt which has risen to an average of 
$7,000 per household. Not only are 
we broke, we are in debt. Obviously, 
people are not going to stop buying 
gifts; however, we could be more 
responsible consumers. Here are some 
suggestions:

“Buy locally produced goods and 
services that employ your neighbors at 
living wages while having minimal 
impact from your environment.” For 
me this means shopping downtown 
instead of at malls or outlets.

“Give to a Peace Center.”
“Find out what your friends and 

family really want, maybe they would 
rather have you help them with 
babysitting or chores around their 
house, instead of another sweater.” 
Time is often more valuable than

material goods.
“Buy (and donate to) from 

Goodwill, the Woman’s Resource 
Center, and/or the Salvation Army.” 

“Buy your gifts from local artists 
or musicians.”

“Get your greeting cards and 
wrapping paper from a non-profit 
charitable organization like UNICEF.” 

Maybe the gift we should give 
ourselves this year is to pay with cash 
and cut up our high interest credit 
cards. However you decide to purchase 
your presents, you can give your 
community the gift of “shopping 
smart” this holiday season. Support 
local merchants, artists, and employees. 
In large Coperations, the true price is 
not usually in the price tag.

AMBER RESSL
STAFF WRITER
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had actual toilets; most other 
bathrooms had pit toilets.

The poverty in China is 
“far worse than Mexico," 
Koehler commented. “They 
[the Chinese] treated you 
like you had a lot of money 
and you would be able to 
give it all to them.”

She recalled one instance 
where Asian tourists actually 
stopped to take pictures of 
the American group. “It was 
the first time in my life to be 
a minority ... it was very 
unique,” she stated.

Koehler also said that 
the traffic in Beijing was ter
rible. It was “survival of the 
fittest” on the road, with the 
larger vehicles in charge. She 
did admit though that even 
with the crazy driving, she 
only saw one minor accident 
during the trip.

Koehler greatly enjoyed 
the experience, especially the 
temple visits, which expanded 
her knowledge of Buddhism, a 
practice that she had been 
studying long before the trip 
was offered to NMC students. 
She learned that the Chinese 
Buddhists are very supersti
tious and admitted that she 
picked up one of those super
stitions while she was there.

Koehler said that she 
bought a longevity stone for 
good luck because while in 
Beijing, two China Air 
planes crashed. These crash-
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Last May, two NMC students 
journeyed to the Far East to 
bring cultural aw areness 
back to Northern Michigan.

The students, Emily 
Koehler and Rori Quinn, were 
chosen out of 20 NMC appli
cants to go on a nine-day 
excursion to Beijing, China 
with students and advisors 
from five other Michigan 
community colleges. These 
colleges make up part of the 
Michigan Global Awareness 
Consortium (MGAC), a col
lection of eight Michigan 
community colleges who are 
working together for global 
awareness, according to Karen 
Howie, director of the Center 
for Instructional Excellence.

While in Beijing, the stu
dents spent their days seeing 
the sights, led by an English- 
speaking guide.

“We were very sheltered 
when we were there as far as 
what we were allowed to 
see ,” Koehler commented. 
She stated that the group 
only saw upper-class areas 
and typical tourist sights 
such as the Great Wall, the 
Forbidden City, Chinese 
Acrobat shows, and temples.

They did experience the 
communist government 
however. Koehler stated that 
there were Communist gu
ards everywhere they went. “I 
always felt that we were being 
watched,” she said.

The students’ nights were 
spent at Beijing Union Univ
ersity in the dormatories for 
Western students. These 
rooms were unique compared 
to most in the city in that they

es were due to malfunctions 
and poor maintenance, and 
yes, the American students 
were traveling China Air. So, 
Koehler said, she bought the 
stone necklace and rubbed it 
for safety while waiting for 
take-off.

She also said that the trip 
gave her more of an apprecia
tion for Asia and she would 
like to go back. However, this 
trip, funded in part by NMC 
and the MGAC, has an uncer
tain future.

According to Howie, 
there is currently no funding 
for a future journey. Still, she 
stated, "We are hopeful that 
we can continue this pro
gram for students.”

While in China, students expe
rienced Chinese culture by 
attending a Chinese Acrobat 
show (right) and by walking on 
the Great Wall (below). The 
group of students from various 
Michigan community colleges 
also admired Buddhist statues 
(below left).
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The Northwestern Michigan College 
Community Concert Band, conducted by 
Thomas Riccobono, will perform their 
Holiday concert on Friday, Dec. 20, at 8 p.m. 
in the Milliken Auditorium of the Dennos 
Museum Center.

The program is a thoughtful mix of tra
ditional Christmas music including arrange
ments of Adeste Fidelis, Greensleeves, and a 
collection of Appalachian Christmas Carols. 
Also included is the “warhorse” and highly 
virtuosic “Chester Overture” by William 
Schuman and a few marches.

The NMC band was established in 1973

and totals more than 50 members, including 
adult musicians from all parts of northwest 
Michigan as well as NMC students and 
selected high school instrumentalists. The 
band rehearses weekly throughout the aca
demic year with performances held primari
ly in the Milliken Auditorium on the NMC 
campus. The NMC band is a member of the 
Association of Concert Bands.

Concert tickets are $8 general admis
sion; $6 for seniors and students; admission 
is free for NMC students with I.D. and chil
dren under 12. For tickets and more infor
mation, call 995-1553.

o f f e r  f i n a l s  ' j u m p  s t a r t '

Library in a Jump Start for finals week.
Traditionally, the Center for Learning 

and the Library offer extended hours (8 a.m 
- midnight) during finals week. This year, 
students have the opportunity to get a head 
start on studying, researching and test tak- 
ing with the Center’s and library’s extended 
hours on Tuesday, Dec. 10 and Wednesday, 
Dec. 11. The library will be offering the fol
lowing incentives:

free black and white printing on both 
nights from 5 p.m.to midnight 
overdue books returned and fines will 
be forgiven from 5 p.m.to midnight 
(student must provide a library card in 
order to take advantage of this two- 
night only offering!) 
prizes, gifts and (for residence hall stu

dents) "study bucks” will be randomly 
awarded throughout the night.

The Center for Learning will also be 
offering free black and white printing.

Phi Theta Kappa will sell popcorn, 
water, canned pop and candy bars all for 
75 cents per item. Stress balls ($1) and 
fudgie pasties ($2) will also be available.

Hours will also be extended during 
Finals week:



T
his past year, several events occurred on the cam
puses of Northwestern Michigan College: Last 
January, construction crews worked daily on the 
Health and Science Building and finished the 
construction at the Auto Tech. Building. The con
struction of the Health and Science Building continued up until 
this past September.

The construction crew was very busy with many projects. 
The projects included the construction of the Health and 
Science Building, reconstruction of the resident halls, demoli
tion of the West Bay Campus and cafe renovations. In January 
of 2003, construction workers plan on demolishing the Old 
Science Building and have that completely renovated and 
reconstructed by September of 2003.

The year was more than construction. 130 students partici
pated in the spring graduation ceremony at Traverse City 
Central High School gymnasium. Instructors Tom Auch and 
Margery Taylor were named the winners of the NISOD 
Excellence Award. Mike Surgalski was announced the winner of

the Imogene Wise Faculty Excellence Award and Jerry Dobek 
was announced the winner of the Adjunct Faculty Excellence 
Award.

As NMC celebrated 51 years, the Maritime Academy cele
brated 33 years at its West Bay Campus. The enrollment of 
International students doubled from the last fourteen years as 
well. NMC also celebrated its 47th Annual NMC BBQ.

In the fall, the Student Government Association held an 
“Opening Conference” to help students become familiar with 
the campus and its many opportunities.

NMC also remembered the victims of the 2001 September 
11 attacks in an outside ceremony at the clock tower where 
President Tim Nelson and student Jacob Knight addressed those 
in attendance.

This year also brought its first scare of Bacterial Meningitis 
to the campus. Fortunately, the scare was short-lived.

The past year brought many changes to NMC; most of the 
which were for the better of our campus. The upcoming year is 
full of construction projects and history to be made.

LINDSEY AGRUDA 
STAFF WRITER
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On a dreary Thursday evening 
at the beginning of November, 
the intramural football cham
pion was decided. It showed 
no resemblance of the last 
Super Bowl; instead it was 
much like the Super Bowl 
blowouts of past.

When the Cobras took on 
one of the worst teams in the 
league for the championship, 
the Skulls, who were wrapped 
in their custom-made black 
jerseys with such fictitious 
names on the back as 
“Comin’ 4 U” and “Mini,” 
worn by a 250 pound line
man, the outcome looked as 
though it would be obvious— 
and it was.

The Cobras took an early 
lead with two scores led by 
student Jim Kratky off drives 
that ate up consistent yards. 
The Skulls never saw the end

zone, and lost 23-0.
The Cobras came out of 

the eight game regular season 
with the best overall record, 
and with the help of the 
High Flyers-Oakland Raiders- 
like fall of three consecutive 
losses after a 4-0 start.

In season that saw only a 
sprinkle of rain and an eterni
ty of cold weather the flag 
football tournament turned 
out to be one filled with 
upsets. The second place High

Flyers lost the semi-final play- 
off game to the upset minded 
Skulls, who were playing in 
their second postseason game 
after beating Hoof-arted in the 
wild card round.

On their road to the 
championship, the Cobras 
defeated Big Willy and His 
Tuna Pounders with Cheese. 
But nothing could stop the 
Cobras lethal speed, led by 
Kratky.

"A lot of the factors [lead
ing to our success], was our 
roster of 10 or 11 guys and 
they showed up every game. 
We had team unity and just 
knew where we would be on 
the field," Kratky said .

As any spectator would 
agree, Kratky's speed was no 
joke and put many games 
away before they started.

“We had blockers. The key 
was just to catch and get those 
blocks on the run and make it 
a foot race,” Kratky added.

I n s t r u c t o r

o f f e r s  t r i p  t o  V i e t n a m

MEREDITH L. MACCOLEMAN 
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Have you ever wanted to see Vietnam? Well, 
here’s your chance.

A trip to Vietnam is being headed by Jim 
Press, a history instructor, and is being ten
tatively planned for mid-May.

A travel agency will plan the itinerary and 
provide local guides and translators. The trip, 
which will last for 10 days, will visit Hanoi and Ho 
Chi Minh City, and will include a day trip into the 
countryside. Press stated, “I would like travelers to 
get a sense of both North and South Vietnam.” 

The travel agency will also handle any

government pa perwork, since Vietnam is a 
communist state that requires all itineraries 
to be approved by the Vietnamese govern
ment. Some vaccinations are required, as 
well as malaria treatments that must be con
tinued before and after the trip.

Due to the exotic locale of Vietnam and 
the price, an estimated $4,000, a small group 
is expected. The trip, which is still tentative, 
will provide travelers with the opportunity 
to experience Vietnam’s beauty and culture. 
The trip is open to community members, 
students and faculty. If interested, please 
contact Jim Press at jpress@ nmc.edu or at 
231-935-1327.

mailto:jpress@nmc.edu
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The holidays are a time for 
friends and family to gather and 
celebrate their religious beliefs. 
The snow, lights, family get 
togethers, abundant amounts of 
food, gifts, and for some, a 
much needed break from 
school, represents much that we 
know about this holiday season.

Christmas, the Christian 
holiday, celebrates the birth of 
Jesus Christ on December 25. 
Christmas trees, lights and 
gifts are just some of the staple 
trademarks of the Christmas 
season.

Many Christians go to 
church to pray on Christmas 
Eve and Christmas day. It is 
also a time when families join 
together to eat traditional 
foods and simply spend time 
with one another.

Some stay at home and 
others take advantage of the 
time off from work and school 
to go elsewhere. " I'm going to 
Breckenridge, Co. to go skiing 
and spend time with my 
friends and family," Josh 
Mortensen, student, said.

Traditions with family 
members are also a significant 
part of the Christmas season. 
For some, it's almost the only 
time of the year that an entire 
family is able to get together. 
"My dad has 15 brothers and 
sisters so we sometimes go 
downstate for a big family get 
together and we all like to get 
down and have a lot of fun," 
Shaun McKolay, student said.

The Hindu religion, the 
festival of light or Diwali is 
celebrated. Diwali starts at the 
beginning of November and 
goes for eight to ten days but 
starts on a different day each 
year. Each day of Diwali 
focuses on looking at the 
moon. The end of Diwali is 
commemorated with fireworks 
which is their New Year. 
International student, Hema 
Daya, from South Africa

honors the Hindu tradition of 
Diwali and explained that 
unlike Christmas, not many 
gifts are given.

"On New Years, we go to 
greet the family and we 
sometimes give monetary gifts 
but only to close family and 
kids. The tradition is to 
sweeten everyone's mouth 
which is to give sweetmeats to 
each other,"  said Daya.

Hanukkah, the "festival of 
lights", is the Jewish holiday 
that is celebrated for 8 nights. 
It begins on the twenty -fifth 
day of the month of Kisliv on 
the Jewish calender. Hanuk 
kah, which means dedication, 
is celebrated to remember 
Judah the Maccabee and his 
brothers who reclaimed and 
restored a temple that was lost 
to an enemy of the Jews for 
three years.

On the first night of 
Hanukkah, the menorah, a 
special branched candlestick 
holder is lit with one candle 
,the Shamash candle, which 
lights another candle for every 
one of the eight nights.

The Islamic holiday of 
Ramadan, is the third of the 
three holy months. It is the 
month of praises for the 
community. It is required to 
fast from sun up to sun down 
for the month of Ramadan. At 
the end of this month the fast 
breaks by celebrating with 
family and eating lentils and 
dates.

"Within the last ten days 
of the month God gives the 
Angel of Death the scroll for 
the New Year. You don't 
actually know what day this 
happens, so many Muslims 
pray for ten days straight." 
said William Gapinski a 
practicing Muslim in Traverse 
City.

Whether it is the Christian 
holiday of Christmas, or the 
Hindu tradition of Diwali, the 
holiday season is a time to 
bring family together and 
remember what these beliefs 
represent.


