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W hen it comes to  critical 
th in k in g , NMC studen ts 
make the  grade, according to 
the  results of the  Collegiate 
Assessm ent of Academic 
Proficiency (CAAP) test.

120 studen ts in  eigh t 
course sections took  the  
CAAP test in  m id-November 
an d  60 percen t of th em  
scored above the  national 
average, according to  Darby 
Hiller, C oord inato r of 
Institutional Research.

"I am impressed th a t our 
students did really well com -

pared to  the national aver
age," stated Hiller. She also 
com m ented  th a t a lthough 
all types of institu tions took 
th is .test, NMC. scores were

averaged against the  scores 
of o ther two-year colleges 
th a t participated.

Critical th inking  is only 
one of NMC's G eneral 
Education O utcom es; the  
o thers are com m unication  
and  cu ltu ral perspectives. 
Instructors at NMC select 
the  outcom e th a t they  feel 
th ey  could best assess in  
their class and th en  support 
th a t  ou tcom e th ro u g h o u t 
the  length  of the  course.

Hiller said th e  faculty 
and staff at NMC are respon
sible for the  results of this 
test because they  support the 
general education outcom es 
in  class and therefore, stu
dents take the  skills m ore 
seriously.

The course sections in  
w hich th is  test w as taken

w here chosen  en tirely  at 
random  from a population 
of 462 sections, according to 
Hiller.

"Because we were very 
careful to  make this a ran 
dom  selection of courses, we 
can extend the  results to  the 
entire student body," stated 
M arilyn Jaquish,
C oord inato r of G eneral 
Education Assessment. "We 
did exclude those courses 
th a t m et on ly  for seven 
weeks, all online courses and 
all one credit courses. 
C onsequently , we can n o t 
include th a t group w hen we 
talk about the results of the 
test."

This test, adm inistered 
by the  college assessm ent 
team  and nationally  by ACT, 
was conducted to  m easure

studen ts ' critical th in k in g  
ability.

"This is only one way in 
w hich we are m easuring stu
den t achievem ent on  these 
three outcom es," Hiller said. 
"We are also in  our th ird  
cycle of collecting work in 
27 different [random ly cho
sen] courses each semester."

In the  future, th e  NMC 
assessment team  will adm in
ister o ther CAAP tests to  fur
th er m easure th e  general 
education outcom es.

"We are p lan n in g  on  
adm in istering  th e  w riting  
CAAP test in  Spring 2003," 
Hiller stated, adding th a t the 
assessment team  will con tin 
ue to  adm inister these tests 
as long as they are useful in 
assessing the  general educa
tion  outcom es.

C o u n s e l i n g  g e t s  

n e w  d i g s

DAN WHEELOCK 
STAFF WRITER

W hile students and faculty alike were off on  semester break, 
the  Counseling Center m ade a long awaited move to  their 
new location,

"We have always w anted to  have all the  student services 
in  one building on  campus," Carol Zaremba, office m anag
er, said. "W ith all the  im provem ents and changes over the 
past couple of years, we have finally been able to  bring th a t 
dream  of having  th e  Financial Aid, Registration, and 
Counseling Offices in  one area."

But just because they  have a new office doesn 't m ean 
the  old one is empty. Student G overnm ent Association, 
Cam pus Ministry, and the  Student I.D. Office are in  the  for
m er Counseling Center in  the  lower level of West Hall.

The Counseling Center is open M onday through  Friday 
from  8 to  5, or students can call for an  appo in tm ent at 
(231) 995-1040. Diversity Services m aintains the  same office 
hours as the  counselors.

Both the  Diversity and  Counseling Services are on  the 
m ain  floor of the  Biederman building in  room  104 (LB 104).



N e w  s t u d e n t  g r o u p  g o o d  a d d i t i o n

Spectrum is a new  approach th a t 
hopes to  bring student awareness to 
cam pus-positive, open m indedness, 
and a thoughtfu l rem inder of the  fact 
th a t each person is unique.

Spectrum is realizing, reaching out 
and refocusing attention on diversity. 
Some people assume th a t Spectrum is 
focused on  the  gay population, which 
is no t true. Spectrum hopes to establish 
a sense of fellowship and support for 
all students w ho attend NMC.

Some students choose to  accept 
the  fact th a t everyone is different and 
th a t regardless of a person's sexual 
orien tation  or religious belief, 
everyone has unique qualities to  offer.

Regrettably, there are those who 
chose to behave immaturely, carving 
obscenities in to  desktops and writing 
hateful jokes on  Spectrum flyers or

other informative flyers th a t are posted 
on  bulletin boards around campus.

Lisa Blackford, Diversity Counselor, 
explained, "Spectrum is a change from 
the norm. It is intended to  focus on 
students from all sorts of different 
beliefs and outlooks on life, to  help

them  to come together and to refocus 
their attention and energy to becoming 
goal oriented toward the community."

Spectrum has the potential to bring 
positive student awareness to campus. 
Some students seem to be intim idated 
by the fact that people from a diverse 
sexual orientation are also invited to 
join. Because of that intim idation they 
choose to ignore the fact that this 
group may have som ething to offer 
them . The group as a whole hopes to 
establish a place where students feel as 
though they can be themselves and not 
have to worry about w hether they will 
be put down for it.

W elcoming Spectrum and w hat it 
stands for is a w orthw hile effort. Let's 
support it.
JENNY CASADAY
STAFF WRITER

B A T A ' s  r o l e  v i t a l  i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n

To the  Editor:
The Nov. 18, 2002 edition of the W hite Pine Press included 
an  editorial by staff writer Heather Gruenberg about the 
im portance of voters educating themselves and 
participating in  elections. The letter also lam ented the  fact 
th a t the  Bay Area Transportation Authority (BATA) 
replacem ent millage was turned  dow n by voters on  Nov. 5, 
"and th a t we all lose w hen public transportation is limited."

Heather, you are right on  target! The public suffers 
w hen public transportation  is negatively im pacted. So, it 
was disappointing to  learn of the  millage defeat. All is no t 
lost, however. BATA will return  to  the  voters som etim e in  
2003 w ith a new millage proposal.

NMC students and employees can send a loud and clear 
message to the comm unity by using the Cherriot buses more. 
Did you know that by getting on any Cherriot bus, you can be 
transported to places like downtown, the Grand Traverse Mall,

the Grand Traverse Crossings, Tom's East Bay Shopping Center, 
Cherryland Center, Munson Medical Center, and the county 
Health Department? It's inexpensive to use the Cherriots, too. 
For just $1, a passenger can ride the Cherriot and receive a free 
transfer to use another bus to get to a final destination.

For those w ho w ant to access a Cherriot from the NMC 
campus, look for the  bus that says "Tom's East Bay" at one 
of four locations: near Dennos Museum, College Drive and 
Cedar, the  Physical Education Building, and College Drive 
and the apartm ents. The Cherriot serves NMC every 
M onday through  Friday between 7:16 a.m. and 5:55 p.m.

Maps and route schedules for the Cherriot are available 
at the  Welcome Center. You can also call BATA at 
(231)941-2355 or visit www.bata.net for m ore inform ation.
JOHN TUNE
BATA, PUBLIC RELALTIONS

http://www.bata.net


F r o m  o u r  r e a d e r s

R e a d e r  p a y s  t r i b u t e  t o  C o l u m b i a  c r e w

To the  Editor:
I am deeply sentim ental 
about space exploration. It is 
a boundary to be pushed in 
our time, as the edge of the 
ocean was to  an anonym ous 
sailor curious to  follow a 
star's traverse, never fearing 
the storms ahead. Since my 
earliest memories, I've 
believed every m anned 
launch to be that 
representation of w hat is 
m ost hopeful about us as a 
species. In bo th  its m ost 
glorious and devastating 
m om ents we stand gazing 
upwards, in  awe-and 
disbelief-dreaming that 
astronaut's view of our blue 
gem planet, and trusting 
that in  some child's eye 
their dreams will no t be 
forgotten.

I include John  Magee's 
wonderful poem  "High 
Flight," w hich he wrote 
shortly before his death  in 
1941. He was 19.
MARGUERITE COTTO
DIRECTOR, UNIVERSITY 
CENTER



" I ’m  2 4  y e a r s  

o l d  a n d  I h a v e  

c a n c e r . "

NICOLE AGRUDA
STAFF WRITER_____________

Editor's Note: This is the first 
of seven articles in a series 
relating the author's experi
ences with surgery, doctors, 
treatments and the day-to-day

life o f a twenty-something with 
cancer.
I walked a circle in  the  d in 
ing  room  repeating  the  
words, "I have cancer. Oh 
m y gosh, I have cancer." My 
life had changed in  a m atter 
of seconds.

Even th o u g h  the  
thoughts raced through  my 
m ind, m y w hole life and

k

plans for the  future came to 
a halt. W hat about school? 
W hat about m y career goals? 
W hat about m y life? I could 
see myself sitting in  a room  
full of o ther cancer patients 
saying, "Hi, m y nam e is 
Nicole. I'm  24 and I have 
cancer."

I always w ondered w hat 
it would be like to  have a 
doctor look at me and tell 
m e I had  cancer after w atch
ing years of soap operas and 
shows like ER. Of course I 
figured I'd be a grandm a; I'd 
have been sick and  th a t can
cer was th e  diagnosis of 
w hat was ailing me. Well, 
now  I knew. Except m y 
m om  told me, n o t the  doc
tor. He relayed the  patholo
gy reports over the  phone to 
her.

My stom ach sank as it 
had each tim e th e  phone 
rang for the  last two days. 
W hen m y m om  asked him  
to spell w hat it was, I knew it 
couldn 't be a good report. 
After all, anybody, m y m o th 
er included, can spell "nor
mal" or "good" or even bet
ter, "benign."

I looked dow n at the 
paper she was w riting on 
and saw a word th a t nearly 
inco rporated  th e  en tire  
English alphabet: mucoepi- 
derm oid carcinom a. I could
n 't  w in the lottery or even 
m ore th an  $10 at the casino, 
b u t I could get cancer. 
Lucky me.

Did this m ean m y life 
was ending? W hen I used to 
th ink  of cancer patients, I 
though t of sick people w ho 
were dying. But th a t all 
changed quickly. Aside from 
having had surgery four days 
prior, I felt fine. And besides 
the  cancer diagnosis, I was

healthy too. I m ade the  deci
sion to  move forward, past 
this little block in  the  road.

As I was getting used to 
the  news of m y cancer, I 
could see it was m ore diffi
cult for those around me. 
My m om  stayed on  the  
phone calling friends and 
family w ho were also await
ing the news. I d in 't know 
w hy she w ouldn 't get off the 
phone . M aybe she just 
co u ld n 't talk  to  m e. Of 
course I was walking those 
circles m um bling to  myself 
about cancer.

Second on  the  list was 
m y aunt, her sister, in  Grand 
Blanc. She started to  cry as 
she to ld  her and  I said, 
"M om stop crying, every
th ing  is going to  be fine."

Wow, did those words 
come out of m y m outh? For 
the  last year all I could th ink  
about was dying, and now 
I'm  being strong? It was as if 
I had found m y enem y and 
knew w hat I was up against. 
Now I could fight it. And it 
m ean t I probably  w asn 't 
crazy either.

Of course, to  really 
understand  m y m indset, I 
should back up about a year. 
In the  late w inter of 2002, I 
became a severe hypochon
driac. Anytime I w ould feel 
the  slightest pain or twitch, I 
th o u g h t I was dying. A 
headache, I w ould assume, 
was brain cancer. Back pain 
was spinal m eningitis. As the 
sum m er m oved on, I 
th o u g h t I had  W est Nile 
virus at least four times. >Yes, 
there was a lum p on  m y 
neck, beh ind  m y ear b u t it 
d idn 't bo ther me. My doctor 
told m e it was a cyst and 
harmless. I w ent back to  him  
a m o n th  later an d  he

ordered a blood test to  check 
m y blood cell counts and 
everything came back n o r
mal. So, the lum p was the  
least of m y worries, even 
th o u g h  it was som ew hat 
large and visible.

W hen fall came I trans
ferred to  Bowling Green 
State University in  Ohio. I 
called hom e all of the  tim e 
afraid th a t I was dying of 
som e strange disease. I 
looked up  sym ptom s on  the 
in te rn e t to  self-diagnose 
myself, and th en  prepared 
for the  worst. If I d id n 't get 
worse or die, I figured I d id
n 't  have it. Since it had  been 
m onths since I first became 
this new kind of crazy, I 
decided I was experiencing 
extrem e anx ie ty  or som e 
k ind of depression. But I 
cou ldn 't understand  w hy or 
w here it was stem m ing 
from. I was going crazy bu t 
co u ld n 't w ait u n til 
Thanksgiving break w hen I 
would see a general surgeon 
abou t ge tting  m y lum p 
removed. At least if I was 
crazy, w ith the  lum p gone I 
could wear m y hair up again, 
or even get m y hair cut and 
look good.

The M onday before 
Thanksgiving I w ent to  see a 
general surgeon in  Traverse 
City. He seemed nice, bu t 
annoyed w ith  the  fact th a t I 
was obsessed w ith  having a 
horrib le disease and  even 
dying. He said because it was 
a delicate area w ith  a lot of 
nerves, he w ould have to  do 
the  procedure in  the  "proce
dure room " at M unson. It 
would be simple and I would 
pretty  m uch walk in  and out 
-  and there was no th ing  to 
worry about.

So th e  w ait began. 
December 23 was the  sur
gery date; I had  abou t a 
m o n th  and final exams in  
betw een to  keep m y m ind 
off of the worry. I just w an t
ed it gone and  actually I was 
m ore afraid of th e  procedure 
th an  w hat could actually be 
wrong. It was probably just a 
cyst, no  big deal. W hat I 
really needed was to  see a 
therap is t a b o u t m y crazy 
obsession w ith dying, and I 
had  p lanned to  deal w ith 
th a t the  first of the year.

After T hanksgiving I 
w ent back to  Ohio in  a h o r
rible snowstorm , crying the 
w hole way, and praying the 
n ex t th ree  weeks w ould 
hurry  up  and speed by.

Next installment: The author's 
experience with an unsuccess
ful surgery, heightened anxiety 
and the preparation for, and 
details of, a more serious surgi
cal procedure.





W e a t h e r  o r  n o t :  C l a s s e s  g o  o n  a s  s c h e d u l e d

M u l t i p l e  f a c t o r s  h e l p  

o f f i c i a l s  d e c i d e  

o n  s c h o o l  c l o s i n g

ADAM RINCKEY 
STAFF WRITER

Winters in Northern Lower M ichigan are 
notorious for creating 

hazardous road 
conditions. But 

w hen are condi
tions bad enough 

tha t officials at 
NMC decide to 

cancel classes?
According to 

NMC's Inclement 
W e a t h e r  
Procedure, the 
three primary 
factors which 
adm inistration  
considers when 
u n f a v o r a b l e  

w e a t h e r  
t h r e a t e n s  
campus are: 
whether park

ing lots can be 
kept plowed,

fi whether law enforce
m ent officials request 
that travel be limited 
and whether condi
tions are supposed to 
improve later in the 
day. After these factors 
are taken into account 

the decision to close 
classes is a collaborated 

effort made by the admin
istration and facilities 
m anagem ent personnel.

During inclem ent 
weather, facilities manage
m ent is in contact with 

Central Dispatch and the County Road 
Commission. After the conditions on cam
pus are assessed, they gather information 
from other weather sources and make their 
recommendation to Education Services on 
campus.

"Some times the decision can be made

immediately, but most of the tim e we have 
to  use our best judgm ent," S tephen 
Siciliano, Vice President of Educational 
Services said. "We always try to ensure stu
dent safety, bu t we also do n o t w ant to 
frivolously close the college. But even if we 
decide that roads are safe, it is still the deci
sion of staff, faculty and students as to 
w hether or n o t they  can come in." 
Siciliano ultim ately decides w hether or no t 
campus will close.

The Inclement W eather Policy states 
tha t w hen travel is perilous and a student 
informs his instructor of this, the instruc
tor is expected to assist the student in 
obtaining materials and m aking up missed 
activities. Instructors m ay also cancel their 
classes for the day.

"I believe it is a good policy but it has 
po ten tia l for abuse," Mike Jacobson, 
Science Departm ent Chair, said. "Some 
people may say tha t they're snowed in 
w hen they're not, or some m ay no t be will
ing to  put in the extra effort of shoveling 
the driveway or getting up 15 m inutes ear
lier."

"Sure, it's possible to  abuse the  policy, 
but students shouldn 't be forced to  go in  if 
the roads aren 't safe," Aaron Stauffer, art 
major, said.

Safety is a big issue amongst faculty 
members and students, and m ost believe 
that the policy clearly caters to  this.

"I'm  no t sure there can be a perfect 
policy. W ith the  unpredictability of the 
weather here, and w ith so m any people 
coming from different places, all w ith dif
ferent means of getting here, it's hard to 
please everyone," Jack Berman, M ath 
Instructor, said. "But safety is first and fore
most. If the college is open, and it [the

weather] is nice here, there could still be 
trouble down the road. And if a student 
can't make it in, no problem."

W hen students can 't make it to  class 
there is extra responsibility placed upon 
both  teacher and student. The teacher 
m ust help the student catch up, and the 
student m ust make up their work.

Siciliano said th a t this does no t pose a 
problem; a teacher's penalties for absences 
are on  their syllabus. The Inclem ent 
W eather Policy states tha t if a student feels 
tha t they have been treated unfairly they 
m ay pursue a com plain t th rough  the 
appropriate channels, bu t Siciliano said 
tha t m ost times, teachers understand the 
challenges that students face.

"I'd hate to have a policy where peo
ple are forced to take undue risks," James 
Valovick, Philosophy instructor, said. "A 
policy based on individual judgm ent calls 
is good...it  is as fair as can be."

Jacobson m entioned  a problem  
between the policy and the procedure tha t 
NMC officials follow when closing cam
pus. Even though the campus can be shut 
down, Jacobson worries about times w hen 
the school m ay rem ain open w hen it 
should be closed. He said tha t when this 
happens, there are very few students in 
class and it is hard to get anything done. 
Students also worry about this.

"Sometimes w hen the  school isn 't 
closed, and it should be, students can get 
behind in their work. This can be a real 
problem, especially since students will like
ly be m issing m ore th an  one class," 
Stauffer said.

The current policy has been in effect 
for six years and has survived every scruti
ny tha t it has been confronted with. It has 
received a lot of support from faculty 
members and students and will likely con
tinue for m any more years.

"I th ink it [the policy] is the best pro
cedure we have devised based on the 
uncertainty of the weather," Siciliano said.

"The policy recognizes the fact .that the 
weather is no t the same throughout the 
entire service area. A lake effect snowstorm 
that drops 50 inches of snow on Petoskey 
may no t even touch the college. I believe 
tha t the policy is solid and feel tha t it 
should continue until someone identifies a 
serious problem with it," said Jacobson.

Above: Among other hazards, inclement weather can be unsafe for commuters.













your way to the ‘best’ car
JUSTIN GULSETH 
STAFF W R ITER

If you are having trouble find
ing the right car for your 
needs, help is just a click away

It is incredibly easy to 
find the right car today, if 
you don't mind surfing the 
net. There are many maga
zine and online resources 
that have suggestions on 
how to buy used cars.

Kelleybluebook.com is a 
popular site that offers many 
different options and tips for 
finding a used car. Consumer 
Reports is another popular 
tool used for finding cars. 
Consumer Reports has a web
site and a magazine specifical
ly for finding and rating cars. 
Both have wonderful sugges
tions and hints for finding 
the right used car.

With all of the resources 
available to provide very 
thorough, accurate and reli
able information for finding 
and choosing a car, few peo
ple research the safety and 
efficiency features of the dif
ferent cars. Most people 
choose on a personal prefer
ence basis.

Craig Gulseth, the 
owner of a '92 Dodge Dakota 
4x4, stated, "I have always 
wanted a Dakota with four 
wheel drive," and purchased 
one the first chance he had. 
Heather Denune had a 
somewhat different
approach buying her '94 
Pontiac Grand Prix SE. 
When she drove by the car 
sitting in the lot, she said to 
herself, "Man, I want that 
car; that is an awesome car."

These car owners may 
have found it more conve
nient to consult the 
Consumer Reports or the 
Kelley Blue Book website. 
Gulseth might have been 
disappointed to find that 
Consumer Reports listed his 
'92 Dakota 4WD as a 
'Reliability Risk,' reporting 
this category of vehicle as 
having 'exhibited multiple 
years of poor overall reliabil
ity.' Denune, however, 
would have been satisfied to 
find that her '94 Grand Prix 
was not in the 'Reliability 
Risk' category; it was a good 
and safe car, mechanics later 
told her.

For the amount of time 
it would take to research 
cars online, it will be 
worth knowing that the 
car you purchase is good 
and reliable.

Couples tend to have a 
different approach when 
purchasing a car. The wives 
don't want to deal with cars 
breaking down and the 
repairs to fix the problem, so 
they consult the husband to 
find them a good reliable 
car. Sharon Kehrer, the 
owner of a '01 Nissan Alti- 
ma, said the reason she 
bought her car was the good 
deal she got and that the 
"auto shop said it is a good 
car on the market." Her hus
band researched it and 
found that on an internet 
site, the Nissan Altima had 
very good safety ratings and 
was rated 'Best car on the 
market for foreign cars,' two 
years in a row.

Young men in their 
twenties, especially those 
with a special interest and 
knowledge of cars, have yet 
another approach to car 
buying. Seth Filkins, the 
owner of both a '90 
Chevrolet Camaro RS and a 
'00 Saturn SC2, had a differ
ent reason for choosing each 
car. Filkins purchased the 
Camaro back in his teens 
and stated "I wanted a 
sportscar and something 
with lots of power; I also 
knew a lot about the car and 
it was something I could 
work on." Upon purchasing 
this vehicle, he was aware of 
its poor reliability ratings, 
but already had enough 
knowledge that the ratings 
weren't a problem. Years 
down the road, into his 
twenties, he found a new 
approach in purchasing the 
Saturn SC2. To come to the 
conclusion of buying this 
particular model, Filkins 
conducted extensive re
search on the internet. He 
searched numerous sites, 
taking advantage of its many 
resources, limiting the mil
lions, of differe/it cars do’tyn 
by putting in ‘.his particular

price range, size of car, type 
of car, etc. Fuel mileage, 
dependency, sportiness and 
the amount of recalls were 
of the important features he 
was looking for. Eventually 
Filkins was hooked on the 
Saturn SC2 and did more 
research on Saturn's website. 
He then looked at the 
Consumer Reports website. 
They rated the Saturn S- 
Series as a 'Good Bets,' car 
that has 'proved to be above 
average in reliability.'

For the amount of time 
it would take to research cars 
online, it will be worth 
knowing that the car you 
purchased is good and reli
able. Personal preference is a 
popular choice in car buy
ing. However, it is not an 
assurance.


