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An average of 50 parking 
tickets are issued at NMC 
each week, according to the 
administrative services 
office. If you have ever 
recieved one of those tickets, 
you may have wondered just 
where your dollars went.

NMC has a contract with 
the city of Traverse City for 
city workers to patrol the 
college parking lots. So, is it 
the college or the city who 
benefits?

According to Debby 
Disch, executive director of 
administrative services, the 
City collected $4925 in park
ing fees, while the college 
collected $3055, all within 
the first semester of school.

"There are costs associat
ed with parking violations, 
so neither the City nor the 
College makes an amount 
equal to the fee revenue," 
Disch said. "The City pays 
the salaries of the parking

" . . .n e i th e r  th e  C ity  
n o r  th e  C o lle g e  
m a k e s  a n  a m o u n t  
e q u a l  to  th e  f e e  
r e v e n u e .”

DEBBY DISCH 
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patrol personnel, and also 
has expenses associated with 
cashiering and accounting 
for the fees."

Since NMC has a con
tract with the City, the park
ing patrollers are entitled to 
ticket for any violation they 
see necessary. This includes 
not having a valid parking 
sticker, or employee tag. It 
also includes parking in 
multiple spaces, parking in 
Handicapped spaces or 
Special Needs parking lots 
[without an appropriate per
mit], parking in Visitor lots,

and other violations of the 
parking policy.

"NMC issues tickets to 
control the misuse of the 
parking facilities, because 
misuse is a disservice to our 
other students, employees 
and visitors," Disch said. 
"The ticketing isn't done to 
make money. What money 
is collected is contributed to 
the required maintenance of 
the lots, which includes 
striping, painting curbs and 
other surface maintenance."

Disch also noted that 
NMC has the ability to be 
flexible with the hours and 
days the campus is patrolled 
so that it provides a deter
rent to those violating the 
parking policies.

According to Disch, the 
City pays the salaries of 
the parking patrol person
nel, and also has expenses 
associated with cashiering 
and accounting for the fees; 
the College has to handle 
complaints and questions 
associated with the tickets.

C o l l e g e  c o n s i d e r s  t u i t i o n  h i k e  t o  o f f s e t  c u t s

S t a t e  b u d g e t  
s h o r t a g e  m a y  b r i n g  
t u i t i o n  i n c r e a s e

STEPHANIE WURTZ 
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Next year's State General Fund 
shortage of $1.7 billion is going to 
have NMC feeling the pinch. 
College President Timothy J. Nelson 
is projecting a 17.9 percent, or about 
$1.8 million, decrease in funding to 
NMC for the upcoming fiscal year.

NMC's Planning and Budget 
Council is looking at all aspects of the 
college trying to decide where cuts 
should be made. The council plans 
each yearly budget while looking

" W e  w a n t  to  m a k e  s u re  
th a t . . .  w e  d o  n o  long  
te rm  h a rm  to  th e  c o lle g e .”

TIMOTHY J. NELSON 
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ahead six years so that long-term 
effects are considered. Once the 
council has considered all of its 
options, it will present its recommen
dations to the Board of Trustees, who 
will ultimately make the decisions.

"We want to make sure that edu
cation remains accessible, we main

tain quality, and we do no long term 
harm to the college," Nelson said.

The board is considering a 
tuition increase, but Nelson com
mented that the entire $1.8 million 
will not be covered by an increase in 
student fees. The council is also 
looking at possibly combining some 
classes and eliminating courses with 
little or no student-interest.

Another option, one that Nelson 
would like to avoid, is to not fill 
vacant positions for new faculty or 
staff, or to reduce the number of 
existing faculty and staff.

"These difficult decisions are not 
presently being made, only planned 
for", Nelson said. He added that the 
college got a better idea of where 
they will have to make cuts after

Governor Jennifer Granholm issued 
the budget on March 6.

"We are like anybody else who 
gets state funding," Nelson noted. 
"Nothing is done without analysis 
and thought."

But no matter what cuts are 
made or how extensive they are, 
financial aid will not be affected by 
the state budget crisis, according to 
Nelson.

"My sense is for any student that 
needs financial aid, it is there," he 
stated.

The current state budget short
age of $285 million reduced NMC's 
state funding by $143,000. However, 
the college prepared for this short
age last October by setting aside 
$710,000 for necessary expenses.



F r o m  t h e  S t a f f

T i m e  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  n e i g h b o r s

Food is often taken for granted. Most people eat and spend 
royally while increasing numbers are happy to simply 
receive a meal for the day.

According to Val Stone at Northwest Michigan Human 
Services, the call for emergency food assistance has 
increased by 33 percent over the past five years to nearly 
60,000 people in 2002.

On top of an increased number of residents struggling to 
put food on the table, United Way of Northwest Michigan 
has terminated next year's funding for The Salvation Army 
in Leelanau and Grand Traverse Counties.

To help meet this growing need, local non-profit 
organizations have teamed up to form the new Fresh Food 
Partnership. This new partnership will provide local food 
pantries with fresh food supplies to help area residents.

Still, state and federal funding cuts have handicapped 
organizations who normally provide emergency assistance.

This all seems to operate like the animal food chain; 
each link is dependent on another to create a balanced 
system. Local non-profit organizations have pitched in to 
maintain the balance despite funding cuts and increasing 
numbers of hungry residents.

To link this whole chain together, however, there is one 
more task that must be completed: local support. These non
profit organizations help provide food and money, but they 
can't do it alone. Area residents must open their wallets and 
their cupboards and help provide food for those in need.

A little help from residents in Northwest Michigan could 
make a huge difference, putting what we take for granted on 
the tables of those in need.
JUSTIN GULSETH
STAFF WRITER

H i t  o r  m i s s :  a  w o r d  o n  h y g i e n e
Guys are three times more likely to 
urinate on a bathroom floor than 
women. Is this scientific data? No, but 
based on the fact they stand, aim, and 
have to take any sort of wind or grav
itational change into consideration,
I think it lessens their chance at a 
perfect hit.

So, how then do women get it all 
over the floor? The science doesn't 
support this. Too many women's 
bathrooms here at NMC, and at any 
other public outlet for that matter, are 
disgusting. My hypothesis is that either

more women stand than I know, or they 
have the power to levitate (and miss).

I always figured guys were more 
unsanitary, but the women have a 
hard time even flushing their waste! 
Come on, it doesn't take very much 
strength to flush a toilet.

Potty training teaches you to flush. 
If you have forgotten how to do it, pick 
up a potty training book. It'll teach you 
that flushing is fun, plus it makes a 
cool swoosh sound. Not flushing is a 
sign of laziness.

When you "spill" onto the seat,

clean it up. Personally, I don't like sitting 
in another person's mess and I can't 
think of anyone that I know who does.

Sure, learning to use the "potty" 
is a lengthy process, but when we 
were learning, and succeeded, it was 
a giant step for us in our quest 
for independence.

Use your independence to clean up 
after yourself and take into considera
tion those who follow you.
LINDSEY AGRUDA
ISSUE EDITOR



N M C  s t u d e n t  w o r k s  s e c u r i t y — i n  B o s n i a

Hi. I'm Gregg Dodson, and I'm 
emailing from Bosnia. I'm a lifelong 
Traverse City resident and an NMC 
student. I'm 32, single, with a ten- 
year-old son. I graduated from 
Kingsley High School in '89 and 
went into the Army, then the 
National Guard. I left the military 
in 1999 and came back home. I 
worked some various jobs around 
town, but eventually decided to go 
back to school.

What am I doing in Bosnia? I'm 
here as security for a military base, 
and the money was too hard to pass

I g u e s s  I g o t  s e le c te d  
b e c a u s e  I p u t in a  
r e s u m e  a n d  th e y  liked 
th a t . I kind o f did it a s  a  
jo k e ; I n e v e r  th o u g h t  th a t  
I w o u ld  g e t  p ick e d . J o k e ’s  
o n  m e ...  h a  h a  h a .

up. Why is the military not 
providing its own security? I can't 
get an official answer on that. I'm 
guessing it's because the government 
finds it cheaper to hire civilian 
security than use their own people.

From the ITT website: The 
mission of SFOR(Stabilization 
FORce)in Bosnia is to deter 
hostilities and stabilize the peace, 
contribute to a secure environment, 
target and coordinate SFOR support 
to key areas including primary civil 
implementation organizations, and 
progress towards a lasting

consolidation of peace, without 
further need for NATO-led forces in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina."

What do I do all day? I get up 
at 5 a.m., sign out my weapons and 
get my daily briefing. Then I search 
vehicles for car bombs, weapons, or 
any other items not allowed on 
base. Or I sit in a guard tower and 
scan the woods and swamps. This 
can be very boring, or it can get 
extremely tense in a matter of 
seconds. When I'm done with my 
shift, I go to the gym, or catch up 
on schoolwork. I'm currently taking 
four online classes.

Do you have to be in the 
military to do this job? It isn't 
necessary, but it helped. Why me? I 
guess I got selected because I put in 
a resume and they liked that. I kind 
of did it as a joke; I never thought 
that I would get picked. Joke's on 
me... ha ha ha. It's been a real 
education for me in European/USA 
relations, that's for sure. I'm not a 
political scientist, but I think the 
Europeans should be kissing our . 
feet for bailing them out of two 
wars. They're kind of split on that, 
though. Some of them thank us for

being here; some think we should 
go home. Since I arrived I've been 
keeping a journal, and hope to 
write a book when I return. When 
is that? Probably in a year.

What keeps me going while I'm 
here? My friends and family. Even 
though they originally thought it 
was a joke, they've been very 
supportive. I miss my son the most, 
though. I got kind of used to 
leaving him behind while I was in 
the Army, but now I realize what I 
missed those first couple of years.

What have I learned from this 
experience? That I am proud to have 
the friends and family I do. I would 
also like to thank the NMC staff, 
particularly the instructors I have had. 
They were fabulous in their teaching 
and in helping me complete the 
course requirements before I had to 
leave. They are a blessing, and I hope 
all the students at NMC realize this.
GREGG DODSON
NMC STUDENT

(Editor's note: Gregg Dodson is 
corresponding by email with Heather 
J.Gruenberg, staff writer, who edits his 
emails for publication.)



R e c o v e r y  a s  a  
l e a r n in g  e x p e r i e n c e

NICOLE AGRUDA
STAFF WRITER____________

Editor's Note: This is the third of 
seven articles in a series relating 
the author's experiences with 
surgery, doctors, treatments and 
the day-to-day life of a twenty- 
something with cancer.
Have you ever had one of 
those days where you just 
thought to yourself, I wonder 
what life's all about, what's 
really important in my life? 
Well, I recently had five of 
those days. After surgery I 
couldn't do anything. I had a 
lot of time to think, and I 
know family and friends are 
really important, especially 
during a time like this.

I received a lot of cards 
and phone calls after surgery. 
Some people called wonder
ing about me because they 
heard my name on a prayer

C l &

list at their church. 
Sometimes I felt so over
whelmed by how so many 
people cared that I thought I 
was dying and my parents 
just weren't telling me.

The contact from people 
was an important part of the 
recovery process. Not only is 
it important to know that 
people care about you and 
support you, but you find 
out a lot about yourself as 
well. I learned to be strong 
for others, and that showed 
me how strong I can be, 
even though at times I felt 
pretty weak.

All I could really do after 
surgery was sit on the couch, 
in fact that's where I slept 
too because I had to be 
upright because of the drain 
tube in my neck.

Honestly, I don't wish a 
drain tube on my worst 
enemy. It's not really the 
pain of it, it's the fact that 
you're constantly aware of 
it; if not it will cause you 
pain. It looked like a lasso 
type stitch holding it in my 
neck, approximately two to 
three inches below my ear. It 
pulled and pinched especial
ly when I had to work the 
blood clots down out of it.

Yes, it was disgusting. I 
didn't want anyone to see me. 
Not only for the fact that I 
looked horrible, but that I did
n't want people to look at me 
and feel sorry for me. After all, 
I was so happy that I survived 
surgery that I thought people 
should be glad for me, not sad.

But I did have a franken-

stein effect I called "Franken- 
ear" going on. The stitches 
were continuous from the 
top of my ear, around the 
front, a little around the back 
side under my earlobe and 
then down my neck about 
two inches. I have no idea 
how many stitches there 
were, but I knew there were 
more inside too. It looked as 
thought my whole ear had 
been off during surgery.

Having never had major 
surgery I wasn't expecting the 
fatigue that I felt. I've been 
tired before, but this was a 
whole new element to just 
tired. My body was exhausted 
and I wasn't even moving that 
much. Just taking a shower 
was awful; I nearly passed out 
the first time I tried.

My arms, back and neck 
were stiff and sore. I couldn't 
open my jaw very much and 
it was difficult to chew. I was 
stuck eating yogurt, pudding 
and baby food (fruits only!) 
with a baby spoon. I could
n't swallow the Percoset that 
was prescribed for pain; it 
had to be crushed in the 
baby food. The antibiotics 
were barely tolerable, but 
since they couldn't be 
crushed I had to swallow 
them. I didn't take a lot of 
the pain medication because 
I felt pretty good. Either I 
was recovering remarkably 
or I had high pain tolerance.

The pills and TV kept me 
somewhat occupied while 
waiting for the pathology 
reports.
Continued on page 11



G r a d u a t e  h o p e s  d e m o  i s  a  h i t

Kelly Jones

FAYE SPINNIKEN 
STAFF WRITER

An unexpected phone call 
from John Fox of WKHQ has 
landed Kelly Jean Jones, 
Visual Communications 
graduate, one step closer to 
fame with a demo CD of her 
music at the personal 
request of the president of 
Powerhouse Records, Brian 
Anderson.

Her "discovery" occurred 
when she sang over the tele
phone to radio DJ John Fox 
during an impromptu con
test at the radio station, 
WKHQ. As a play on 
"American Idol", Fox 
requested all listeners to 
assist in finding any 
Northern Michigan talent. 
Jones called in, sang, and 
Fox invited her into the 
radio station to do a phone 
interview with Mike, a pro
ducer for Powerhouse

“A tta in in g  y o u r  g o a ls  
is like a r t . Y ou s ta r t  
w ith  th e  ( ro u g h )  
th u m b n a ils  a n d  
k e e p  w o rk in g . All o f 
a  s u d d e n  it’s  d o n e , 
a n d  all t h e  b a d  s tu ff  
g o e s  a w a y .”

KELLY JONES 
VISUAL COMMUNICATIONS 

GRADUATE

Records in Los Angeles.
"It was the coolest thing 

in the world," Jones said of 
her telephone interview 
with Mike. "P. Diddy and the 
president of Powerhouse 
Records were in Mike's office 
discussing a benefit to be 
done in New York. They lis
tened to me sing, and the 
president personally request
ed a demo. Yet, I would still 
be making music even with
out this opportunity. My sis
ters and I are currently work
ing on a CD." Sara Jones, 20, 
is involved in the technical 
aspects, and Kristin Jones, 
16, shares the singing talent 
of her sister, Kelly Jones.

Jones has been actively 
involved in music since 
childhood. Both her parents 
play guitar and encourage 
their children's musical tal

ents.
"I was a chorus leader for 

New Hope Church when I 
was younger. I was always 
singing. I have a natural ear 
for music," Jones said.

"I've performed at 
Borders, for weddings and a 
funeral, and during the 
National Cherry Festival in 
the Open Space. Also, I sang 
with "Access", a local bible 
study group with a music 
focus."

"Attaining your goals is 
like art. You start with the 
(rough) thumbnails and 
keep working. All of a sud
den it's done, and all the bad 
stuff goes away." Jones 
added, "there's hard times 
and great times. What's most 
important is to keep your 
self happy. With this demo 
CD, I could go a million dif
ferent ways. I could be mak
ing a CD, or a jingle for an 
ad. You never know."

Jones feels her involve
ment at Northwestern 
Michigan College also 
helped push her in the right 
direction. "I'm still going to 
Nashville, whatever hap
pens. I feel my education at 
the college will help me with 
that. I loved the Visual 
Communications program. I 
had really great instructors."

Armed with her associ
ate's degree, she plans on 
moving to Nashville to pur
sue a career designing CD 
covers and making music.
















