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Technology has made people's lives 
much easier to live, but it has also made 
the lives of people much easier to steal.

Consumer groups estimate that 
as m any as 750,000 people a year 
may be victimized by identy theft, 
which costs the average victim more 
than  $1,000. All it takes is someone's 
name and birthday along with their 
credit card number, or especially their 
social security number, and a crimi
nal can open credit lines, borrow 
money, or even establish a cellular 
phone service in  the victim's name.

Although identity theft is seen as a 
crime against an individual, m any 
times criminals steal multiple social 
security numbers at a time from insti-

tutions. The social security numbers of 
more than 55,000 students, faculty and 
alumni at the University of Texas were 
stolen when someone hacked into a UT 
computer network between Feb. 26 
and March 2. The Dallas Morning 
News reported that the UT officials said 
that they use social security numbers- 
continued on page  11
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According to the Registration Office 
personnel, changes to the summer 
class schedule will continue.

W ith the end of the spring semes
ter just a few short weeks away, it is 
time to consider summer courses.

For m any at both  Cadillac cam
pus and Main campus who have reg
istered for summer courses, you may 
w ant to  check the list of changes for 
the summer schedule.

A number of changes, some small, 
others rather significant, are posted 
several places. These changes range 
from different instructors, to class can
celations. Some of the cancellations

“ c h a n g e s  to  t h e  

s u m m e r  c l a s s  s c h e d u l e  

will c o n t i n u e ”

REGISTRATION PERSONNEL

are due to a full class, or may even be 
a change in start tim e.

There are two ways to find out 
about these changes. Either go to the 
registration office and check the bul
letin board, or go to the NMC web site 
under "summer schedules."

Final registration for sum m er 
2003 is scheduled for June 12.



W h e r e  i n  t h e  r u b b l e ?
In all of the construction, 
where is the auditorium large 
enough to hold graduation? 
The new debate is whether or 
not to go ahead and have the 
spring ceremony at New Hope 
Church in Williams-burg. 
There's no doubt that the 
building is large enough and it 
is very nice looking. My prob
lem is not the fact that it's a 
church. A church is merely a 
building in the religious 
scheme of things. The problem 
is that students want to gradu
ate in a place of their own.

For as long as I can 
remember NMC students 
have been wearing their caps 
and gowns down the

makeshift aisles of the 
Traverse City Central gym na
sium. It's hot, and quite 
frankly it's a high school 
gym. So, while boredom  can 
be easily remedied by read
ing about the 1960-some
th ing  Trojan basketball 
champs, it's really rather a 
second-class set up for gradu
ation from higher education.

With all of the construc
tion that recently took place, 
where were the plans for an 
auditorium that could facili
tate graduation ceremonies? 
Does the administration feel 
that the money for an audito
rium would not be offset by 
other activities to build it? I

. .. it’s  r e a l ly  r a t h e r  a  

s e c o n d - c l a s s  s e t  u p  

f o r  g r a d u a t i o n  f ro m  
h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .

realize graduation is only once 
a year, but to students, it's a 
once in a lifetime experience.

Local residents may agree 
that Traverse City doesn't have 
very many facilities for large 
indoor events. The college 
could have brought people to 
the campus by allowing others 
to use its facilities. Milliken

Auditorium is small. It's about 
the same size as the auditori
um  we had at my small town 
high school.

M any of us probably 
graduated in our high school 
gymnasiums. W hen we got 
to  college we probably didn 't 
imagine graduating in  a high 
school gym again. Hopefully, 
NMC will plan a building 
tha t can facilitate the needs 
of the graduating classes by 
giving them  a decent place 
to hold the ceremony.
NICOLE AGRUDA
STAFF WRITER

F r o m  t h e  R e a d e r

R e a l i t y  T V  s h a m e f u l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  o f  r e a l  l i f e

Reality TV is a complete and 
shameful contradiction of 
w hat 'real' life is like. The 
shows are littered with 
ridiculous events th a t are 
challenged by only fit, 
attractive and every other 
stereotypical aspect of what 
the media has m olded young 
adults into being. W hat sat
isfaction is obtained from 
these shows? W hy are peo
ple so concerned w ith other 
people's abilities and lives?

To me, these shows, 
especially "Fear Factor," is 
the model of American cul
ture. The foundation of the 
show is symbolic for

. . .  F e a r  F a c to r ,  is  t h e  

m o d e l  o f  A m e r ic a n  

c u l tu r e .

American culture since it 
shows tha t Americans will 
do just about anything for 
recognition and especially 
money. That's w hat it comes 
down to.

It's sick. It makes me 
asham ed to  be an American! 
I was watching "Fear Factor" 
one day, curious to  know 
w hat all the  excitem ent was

all about concerning these 
silly shows and I was greatly 
appalled to  see these people 
thrusting their heads into 
tanks full of frothy cows 
blood, bobbing for apples. 
Do they n o t realize how 
m oronic they are being by 
subjecting themselves to the

official label of 'fool'? It's 
no t funny, amusing, or inter
esting. It's simply insane and 
degrading. Is this w hat we 
are really proud of? Is this all 
we have to show for 
American culture? It's really 
too bad m ost Americans fail 
to  be hum an  anymore, as 
well as hum iliate the rest of 
us who value the benefits of 
American culture.
ASH BURSIAN, AGE 16
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT





Before treatments, the mask would be placed over my face and attached to the headrest on the table. After the 
technicians finished adjusting the mask and table, they would leave the room and the radiation treatment would 
be delivered from the large machine above. PHOTO BY TOM AUCH
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Editor's Note: This is the fifth of 
seven articles in a series relating 
the author's experiences with 
surgery, doctors, treatments and 
the day-to-day life of a twenty- 
something with cancer.

I welcomed the thought of 
only having to undergo radi
ation therapy. It was the best 
alternative to  being very sick 
with chemotherapy, or to risk 
leaving any cancer cells 
behind. But as the day came 
closer for m y first treatm ent I 
started wondering about how 
radiation m ight affect me.

I learned about the side

A s  I la id  t h e r e ,

I i m a g in e d  m y s e l f  a s  

a  b ig  s t a l k  o f  b r o c c o l i  

w ith  a  r u b b e r  b a n d  

a r o u n d  m y  s t e m .

effects, which seemed m ini
mal. I knew that I would be 
getting a certain dose of radi
ation nearly every day for six 
weeks. But w ould I be 
radioactive? Would m y teeth 
w ith fillings begin to glow?

It was pretty unlikely that 
I'd glow, but I did imagine 
myself a little less than a child 
of Chernobyl. However, before 
I could even start treatments, I 
had to go in and have a mask 
fitted for my head and face. 
The technicians laid what felt 
like a warm washcloth over my 
face and stretched it around 
my head until it reached the 
bed that I was lying on. I had to 
lie there until it hardened. 
While that was happening I 
was also being pulled in and 
out of the CT Simulator to take 
measurements of my face, head 
and neck in order to calculate 
the angles and dosages of radi
ation I would receive each day.

Before radiation treatments

begin, many people get a tattoo 
to mark the spot where the 
radiation hits. Since I would 
have had to have a tattoo on 
my face, I was able to forgo the 
ink and just have a mark on my 
mask. However, the mask left a 
honeycomb-like im print on 
my forehead that took about a 
half an hour to fade away each 
day. It wasn't too bad to deal 
with. I th ink m ost people 
thought I fell asleep face down 
on something.

W hen it came to my first 
actual treatm ent, I was a little 
frightened. The m achine 
wasn't as close to me as I 
thought it would be, but it

was pretty large and made 
noise as it moved around. The 
technicians would leave the 
room once I was fastened to 
the bed with my mask and 
could m onito r me w ith  a 
video camera and m icro
phone tha t was placed in  the 
corner of the room. During 
the first treatm ent, they put a 
rubber band around m y feet 
so I couldn't move m y legs. As 
I laid there I imagined myself 
as a big stalk of broccoli with 
a rubber band around my 
stem. Luckily, they told me I 
laid still enough so I w ouldn't 
have to  wear it anymore.

I was given radiation from

two angles; one right near my 
cheek and the o ther from 
behind, closer to my neck. I 
couldn't feel anything and the 
m achine m ade little noise 
when it was actually giving 
the treatment. W hat made the 
m ost noise was the machine's 
movement. I was in  there for 
about five m inutes per day. It 
was very quick and went so 
well that I sometimes w on
dered if it was really working.

Each W ednesday I m et 
w ith  m y oncologist, Dr. 
Prust, and we would discuss 
any side effects I was experi
encing and how treatm ents 
were going. Since I had very 
few problems, the appoint
m ents w ent pretty quickly.

Eventually my face did 
start to turn a little red and I 
did lose some taste. I only expe
rienced a small am ount of hair 
loss, but not enough to even 
tell where it had fallen out. I 
did get tired, but I tried not to 
let it slow me down. I have 
continued to take classes full 
time here at NMC, and work 
part time as well. It was pretty 
much life as normal except I 
had to take time out each day 
at 1:30 p.m. for treatments. I 
believe it was time well spent.

Next installment: Finishing radi
ation and sorting through the 
emotions of having cancer.
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Editor's note: NMC has three 
General Education Outcomes; 
critical thinking, communication 
and cultural perspectives. Students 
acquire these skills and attitudes 
throughout the curriculum.

Think much? NMC Instructors 
will have students thinking 
overtime if they have their way.

W hile playing a key role 
in m any academic areas, crit
ical th inking skills are im por
tan t for students to develop.

Critical thinking is about 
listening, reading and writing 
effectively, according to the 
Philosophy 105 course des
cription. The core of develop
ing critical thinking skills lies 
in the six attributes of a criti
cal thinker; open-m inded
ness, thoroughness, articulat
ing the relevant premises, 
logic and reason, tru th  and 
effective communication.

"All we do is provide 
opportunities to  practice the 
attributes," Jim Valovick, a 
Philosophy 105 Critical 
Thinking instructor, said. 
"We do this by how we talk 
about things, asking ques
tions, presenting problems to 
be solved and by critiquing 
the students' work."

Gary Klotzbach, another 
Philosophy 105 instructor, 
added, "Our critical thinking 
class involves argumentation, 
which is the formation of rea
sons to prove or rebut a position, 
and the communication of those

reasons in an effort to persuade.”
This class requires stu

dents to  stretch their th ink 
ing beyond its usual bounds 
w ith  assignm ents th a t in 
volve outlining reasons that 
support bo th  pro and con 
sides of a given issue.

"Our goal in the course is 
no t to persuade any student 
to  change his or her position 
on an issue, bu t instead to 
ask that student to  reexamine 
the reasons behind his or her 
existing position in light of 
the  reasons against it," 
Klotzbach said.

M athematics courses also 
use critical th inking skills as 
part of problem solving.

"We teach our students 
to  understand the problem," 
m ath  instructor Tony Jenkins 
said. This involves teaching 
students to  identify  u n 
knowns, sort relevant infor
m ation, translate a verbal 
description to a m athem ati
cal m odel (equation), using 
the m odel to  find solutions, 
interpret the solutions and 
check solutions for accuracy 
and plausibility.

Psychology classes use 
several critical th inking tech
niques to  build understand
ing of the way psychologists 
use the scientific m ethod and 
to  understand the difference 
betw een good and  bad 
research and design.

"There is a lot of bad 
research out there and it is a 
very im portan t skill to  be 
able to  identify if guidelines 
for dem onstrating evidence

of a cause-effect relationship 
have been followed or not," 
Sonja Olshove, psychology 
instructor, stated.

In a contem porary ethi
cal dilemmas class, critical 
th inking skills are taught by 
asking provocative questions. 
Tom Gordon, contem porary 
ethical dilemmas instructor, 
uses this strategy to show the 
students they  need m ore 
inform ation before they can 
make a judgment.

"W ithout engaging in  
critical thinking skills people 
will uncritically adopt what 
they've been immersed in," 
Gordon stated. "People make 
snap judgm ents w ithou t 
knowing anything."

"Critical th inking is very 
im portant in  today's student 
as our world becomes more 
complex by the day," Klotz
bach com m ented.

A lack of critical thinking 
skills often leaves im portant 
m atters to  be governed by 
chance, habit, bias, prejudice, 
insufficient proof or apathy.

"Our democratic system 
of governm ent carries w ith it 
both  an opportunity  and a 
responsibility to  become in 
formed regarding im portant 
issues, to  take a position on 
them , and th en  to  act, at a 
m inim um , by voting," Klotz
bach added.

W hether on  a personal, 
local, state, national, or in ter
national level, the decisions 
that we make can have huge 
consequences. Reasonable, 
reflective thinking is a must.







O f f  w i t h  t h e  s a l t :  s p r i n g  c l e a n i n g  f o r  y o u r  c a r
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Automated car washes are an easy way to get the salt and dirt off of your 
car. Most offer an undercarriage wash and even wax. They can range in 
price from $4- to $15 depending on wash type and vehicle size.

COURTESY PHOTO

dures th a t should be done to 
prevent a rust problem.

The first and easiest thing 
to do is to go to the caRwash. It 
is important not to get just a 
regular wash, but to get the

protection for the body and 
pa in t job and  p u t a nice 
shiny finish on  the vehicle.

The next spring proce
dure is to  swap back on the 
summer tires. If you had 
w inter tires on for the cold 
slippery season, now is the 
tim e to  get those tires off and 
p u t back on  your good 
w eather tires. Take your 
vehicle back to  the place you 
purchased the tires and they 
will swap back on your sum 
mer tires for next to nothing.

If you had w inter grade

oil in  your vehicle, you m ust 
also switch back to  summer 
grade oil.

Now is an im portant time 
to clean the inside of your 
vehicle. Over the w inter sea
son, salt manages to  creep 
in to  your vehicle's interior 
dash, carpeting, and seats. 
W hen this occurs, the salt will 
eat away any carpeting and 
cloth material and will crack 
any vinyl interior parts. To 
cure this nasty term ite of a 
substance, vacuum out the 
entire interior of the vehicle 
and get some vinyl cleaner 
and conditioner. Thoroughly 
clean and condition all of the 
vinyl interior, th en  use a 
household cleaner or soap 
and water to  clean the plastic 
parts and any other non-vinyl 
interior parts in  the vehicle. 
Once this is done, you will 
have a new looking vehicle 
w ith a fresh new fragrance.

One last bit of advice 
while the tem peratures are 
moderate, is to have your air- 
conditioning system checked. 
The reason to do so now is to 
prevent the situation of being 
stuck in  the upper 90's with no 
air-conditioning because of 
the empty Freon or malfunc
tioning air-conditioning unit.

W hether it is freezing 
tem peratures, icy roads or 
blizzards, M ichigan con tin 
ues to  challenge people to 
stay  o n  their feet and keep 
their vehicles protected.

STAFF WRITER

Spring is finally here! Well, 
we hope it is anyway. States 
like Michigan tha t have the 
winter season as part of their 
climate have it a lot harder 
for springtim e th an  states 
tha t don 't. W inter seasons 
result in  salty roads that leave 
salt deposits on vehicles, cre
ating a big rust problem. So, 
when it comes to springtime, 
there are some car-care proce-

. .. t h e  s a l t  w ill e a t  a w a y  a n y  c a r p e t i n g  a n d  

c lo th  m a t e r i a l  a n d  w ill c r a c k  a n y  v in y l in te r io r  

p a r t s .

undercarriage wash, as this will 
wash the salt from both outside 
and underneath the vehicle.

The automobile industry 
has improved the salt situation 
by producing fiberglass bodies, 
which don 't rust. However, 
this still leaves the  entire 
undercarriage of the vehicles 
vulnerable. An option that 
manufacturers offer that fur
ther cures the rust problem is 
undercoating. This is a materi
al that covers the entire under
carriage of the vehicle to pre
vent rust from forming any
where underneath. It is costly, 
but not in comparison to how 
much it protects the vehicle. 
Undercoating is recommended 
in the fall season before winter 
approaches; however, it is still 
appropriate to have one done 
in the spring. Regardless of 
whether you have an under
coat on the vehicle, you will 
still w ant to  have the 
car/undercarriage wash done 
once spring is here to get all of 
the salt off the vehicle.

Once the vehicle is nice 
and clean, the next th ing  to 
do is wax it. This will provide







SSN use
continues fm 'm  page 1 
student ID numbers. Many 
universities use this system 
for identifying students, 
including NMC.

"They [social security 
numbers] offer a consistent 
means of data retrieval; they 
are used by all government 
offices," Chuck Shreve, Dean 
for Student Services, said. 
"They are confidential; it is 
not legal to post grades by 
social security number because 
they are protected by FERPA."

The Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act, or 
FERPA, is intended to help 
protect the privacy of student 
records. Shreve said that 
FERPA prohibits the posting of 
grades either by name or social 
security number without the 
student's written permission.

While there are security 
measures in place to protect 
student privacy, some stu
dents feel that the use of 
social security numbers as 
identification is wrong.

"A lot of universities use 
them, but I think that they 
could come up with a better 
number, maybe your license 
number or assigning a num-

“ They are 
confidential; it is not 
legal to post grades 
by social security 
number because 
they are protected 
by FERPA.”

CHUCK SHREVE 
DEAN FOR STUDENT 

SERVICES

ber, but your social security 
number just isn't something 
you want to give out," Nate 
Juett, a Political Science 
Major at NMC, said.

"It's probably not the 
greatest idea to use social secu
rity numbers because access to 
it is pretty dangerous... that's 
why they discontinued it at 
the high school," Corey 
DeRushia, a dual enrolled stu
dent at NMC, stated.

Shreve said that he has 
never heard of a complaint 
being filed and that there has 
never been an instance of 
identity theft reported on 
campus. Shreve also stated 
that it is possible for students

to change their identification 
number if there is a good rea
son. He added that the num
ber has been used for student 
identification for as long as 
he can remember.

"It all ties back to the uni
formity of using social securi
ty numbers as ID; why fix it if 
it's not broken? Why create 
another layer of bureaucra
cy?" Shreve said.

"I think it is a very com
mon practice in educational 
institutions; I've never really 
thought about it much, it 
works well as a unique numeri
cal name and I've never known 
anyone who has experienced 
problems with it personally," 
James Valovick, Philosophy 
instructor, said.

Social security numbers are 
used for more than just identi
fication; they are also used in 
student records, transfers, 
financial aid and admissions.

"It is a good uniform sys
tem of numbers that is pro
tected. In our institution, we 
take the confidentiality of 
social security numbers and 
student records like high 
alert; we are extremely cau
tious and have a high respect 
for them. We have never had 
a problem," Shreve stated.




