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The adm inistration at 
N orthw estern M ichigan 
College has issued new 
student identification
num bers in  an effort to 
protect students' identities.

Just last semester Social 
Security num bers were 
required whenever a student 
needed to buy books, register 
for classes, receive a parking 
permit, or do any num ber of 
related tasks at the college. 
But earlier this summer all of 
that changed. Now when a 
student is prompted for their 
Social Security num ber they 
can give a student ID num ber 
th at has been assigned to 
them  by the college instead.

"Students can always give 
their Social Security number, 
but the system will accept 
either number. However, 
everything printed internally 
such as rosters, receipts and 
schedules will feature the 
new number," Carol Taberski, 
Registrar, said.

NMC's website states that 
the changes are a result of a 
rise in identity theft cases 
and privacy concerns around 
the  country. The website 
continued by stating that 
institu tions are under 
increasing pressure to avoid 
the use of the Social Security 
Number as an identifier and 
that, "Although convenient 
and usually easier for the 
student to remember, it is 
technically unnecessary for 
NMC to use the SSN in this

" S o m e  s t u d e n t s  d o  
n o t  w a n t  t o  g iv e  o u t  

t h e i r  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
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b e c a u s e  o f  s t u d e n t s  
e x p r e s s i n g  t h e s e  
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way and may leave us 
vulnerable to liability."

"The prim ary concern 
was privacy. Some students 
do not want to give out their 
Social Security Number or 
even have it printed. It is 
because of students 
expressing these concerns 
that we felt the time was 
right to  stop using the 
number," Taberski said.

Taberski also m entioned 
that, while NMC no longer 
uses the SSN as a direct 
means of identification, it 
still needs the num ber for 
transcripts, financial aid and 
governmental functions.

The new ID numbers and 
student ID cards are 
completely separate from one 
another. The ID numbers are 
issued internally and are only 
for the college's use. To find

out their issued number, 
students can go to 
http://www.nm c.edu/banner 
web, go to  the Login screen, 
and click on the link there. 
Because SSNs and the new ID 
num bers are in ter
changeable, students m ust 
type in their SSN online to 
find out their new ID. The ID 
num ber is also printed on all 
receipts, bills and schedules 
issued by the college.

So far the new system has 
been working well, with only 
one clerical problem.

"We've only encountered 
one problem so far. With 
Social Security numbers, if an 
employee puts in one wrong 
digit, the search will come up 
blank; however the new 
numbers are generated 
sequentially, so putting in one 
missed digit can bring up the 
wrong person's information. 
We have been working hard to 
correct any mistakes, but I 
always warn students to 
double check the name and 
information on their 
schedules," Taberski said.

On the whole, the change 
seems to have gone over well 
with students. Many feel that 
the new numbers give them a 
bit more security.

"I think it was a good thing 
that they changed it. Giving 
out your Social Security 
number can cause fear if you 
don't know who you're giving 
it to, especially with all of the 
recent identity theft crimes 
and terrorist acts in the news," 
Stephan Nelson, a dual 
enrolled student, said.

NICOLE WESTON 
STAFF WRITER

The new way toremind 
students of upcoming due 
dates, instructions on how to 
get parking permits, etc. has 
just hit campus.

Students have had email 
accounts for some time here at 
NMC, but now there are some 
added perks.

According to Carol Taber
ski, Registrar, once a student 
get an email account, he or she 
can insert a preferred email 
address to have NMC email 
forwarded.

For example, if a student 
has an account with an 
existing provider, he or she can

enter the address into the 
preferred email account box at 
the NMC site, uncheck the 
NMC account address, and 
have college-related reminders 
sent to the preferred account.

Students can access 
accounts at
www.mbx.nmc.edu. User IDs 
and passwords are the same as 
login and passwords for other 
campus computers. Students' 
login and passwords are the 
first six letters of the last name 
followed by the first letter of 
the first name.

Student passwords are the 
birth month, birth year, and 
the last four digits of their 
social security number , 
according to Taberski.

Day of Caring brought together Jim Bensley and Gevas Moyo to 
work together to separate buckets for wood chips. See page 12 for 
related photos. staff photo

http://www.nmc.edu/banner
http://www.mbx.nmc.edu


U n s h a r e d  v i e w s  o n  f i l e  s h a r i n g

In the last m onth subpoenas have been 
issued to people who share music files 
online. One instance was a 12-year-old 
girl whose mother settled out of court, 
paying $2,000 and promising not to 
download anymore music. Another sub
poena was issued to an elderly m an who 
rarely used his computer, his grandkids 
did. Others who were subpoenaed admit
ted they didn't know what they were 
doing was illegal. They weren't selling 
the music for any profit after all.

Under copyright law, using music 
for public use w ithout authorization is 
illegal. The bottom  line is that artists, 
their agents and the recording studios 
aren 't getting all of their millions, so 
now they're mad.

In all honesty, tha t is how they 
make their livelihood. W hether they 
are extremely talented, or lucky to be 
loved by the media, they have proved 
their talent and success and they do 
have a right to  be compensated for 
their work. Just as movie stars are idol
ized, so are the recording artists.

However, hunting down file-sharers, 
suing them  and in  turn  expecting to 
buy their music in  the future doesn't 
seem like a fair trade.

Some artist are even offering 
amnesty to  those who will come for
ward, adm it their guilt, purge all of 
their downloads and promise never to 
do it again. And they th ink in  turn, 
we'll run out and pay for their CD?

How fair is it that they make mil
lions of dollars and m any of the people 
they are suing can barely afford a CD? 
Think about their millions for a 
m inute. Then consider if you spend 
about $18 on a CD and only end up 
liking two or three songs. You certainly 
got the bad end of that deal. So while 
celebrities enjoy their social status and 
expensive cars and clothes, the average 
American trudges to  work everyday to 
make enough m oney to pay the bills 
and then  decides if he can afford that 
new CD he's been wanting.

Now that the door has been opened 
to file sharing, it's going to be hard to

make people quit. Lawsuits are one way, 
but not the best way to thank your fans 
for liking your music and keeping you in 
the business. Some record companies are 
planning to lower the cost of CDs in an 
effort to slow or stop file sharing. But 
before that can happen, both sides need 
to understand the other. The artists are 
entitled to compensation for their work; 
however, the average person who buys 
their music isn't as privileged as they are 
and may not be able to continue to buy 
their music until an alternative is made.

Record companies should offer cus
tom  made CDs or allow consumers to 
sample tracks, as some stores like FYE 
and Wal-Mart do already. No one wants 
to  waste their m oney on something 
they don 't like.

Most people aren 't happy about the 
current legal situation, and I don 't 
th ink lawsuits are going to make them  
any more eager to log off their file 
sharing service.

NICOLE AGRUDA
EDITORIAL BOARD



I n t e r a c t i v e  s e m i n a r s  p r o v i d e  i n s i g h t  o n  h e a l t h  i s s u e s

A series of five interactive seminars will 
be conducted LIVE via Satellite at 
Northwestern Michigan College. The 
series, "Dimensions and Directions of 
Health: Choices in the Maze" will fea
ture expert presenters in the fields of 
health and healthcare policy. The semi
nars will be aired at Northwestern 
Michigan College, Oleson Center 
Rooms 1 and 2. This broadcast is free to 
all attendants.

Sept. 30, Dr. Arnold Reiman, the 
former editor of the New England 
Journal of Medicine will discuss 
"America's Health Care System: How 
Good Is It and Does It Need to 
Change?" Bioethicist Dr. Vicki Lachman 
will discuss "The Ethical Frontiers of 
Biomedicine" in her seminar on 
Tuesday, Oct. 14. The third presentation 
on Tuesday, Oct. 28, "Keeping Our 
Promises: Improving Care at the End of 
Life" will be given by clinical ethicist Dr. 
Diann Uustal. A nationally recognized 
criminologist Dr. James Alan Fox will 
examine "The Young and the Ruthless: 
Youth Violence and Public Health" in 
his seminar on Tuesday, Nov. 4. Finally, 
on Nov. 18, High Times Magazine editor 
Steven Hager and former DEA agent 
Robert Stutman will engage in a debate

of the issues surrounding the legaliza
tion of marijuana. Toxicology professor 
Dr. Billy Martin will provide a non
biased scientific perspective.

The Satellite Seminar Series is pro
duced by Phi Theta Kappa and the 
National Collegiate Honors Council 
(NCHC) and sponsored here by NMC's 
chapter of Phi Theta Kappa.
Health Care System: How good?

A nationally recognized physician, 
Dr. Arnold Reiman, will present a 60- 
m inute interactive seminar entitled 
"America's Health Care System: How 
Good Is It and Does it Need to 
Change?" Dr. Arnold Reiman is 
Professor emeritus of Medicine and 
Social Medicine at Harvard Medical 
School. Dr. Reiman's discussion of the 
U.S. health care system will provide a 
thorough overview of how the system 
works, who pays for it, and what major 
problems are, and what can be done to 
repair it.
Ethics of Biomedicine

A nationally recognized consultant, 
Dr. Vicki Lachman, will present a 60- 
m inute interactive seminar entitled 
"The Ethical Frontiers of Biomedicine". 
Dr. Lachman is founder and director of 
VL. Associates, a firm that provides con

sultation, training and Coaching servic
es to nursing officers and health care 
organizations. Dr. Lachman will address 
a number of ethical dilemmas that lie 
on the horizon of the burgeoning 
industry of biomedicine.
End-of-Life Issues

A nationally recognized clinical 
ethicist, Dr. Diann Uustal, will present 
an interactive seminar entitled 
"Keeping Our Promises: Improving Care 
at the End of Life." Dr. Uustal is the 
founder and President of an education
al consulting firm, Educational 
Resources in Healthcare, Inc. She is 
widely regarded for her insightful work
shops on health care ethics, profession
al caregiver issues and values education.

Dr. Uustal will explore ethical issues 
surrounding health care at the end of 
one's life. She will help the audience 
understand the ethic of care and the 
complex issues concerning a patient's 
"quality of life." Dr. Uustal will also 
explain the difference between "ordi
nary", "extraordinary": and "futile" 
treatment. Finally, Dr. Uustal will offer 
ways in which caregivers can improve 
end of life care.
Youth Violence

A nationally recognized crim inolo-

gist, Dr. James Alan Fox, will present an 
interactive seminar titled "The Young 
and the Ruthless: Youth Violence and 
Public Health." Dr. Fox is the Lipm an 
Family Professor of Criminal Justice and 
former dean at Northeastern University 
in Boston. In his presentation, Dr. Fox 
will explore the public health threat of 
youth violence. He will examine the fac
tors that lead to violence among youths 
and what can be done to stop it. 
Legalization of M arijuana debate 

Steve Hager and Robert Stutman 
will debate the issues surrounding the 
legalization of marijuana. Following the 
debate Dr. Billy Martin will offer a non
biased scientific perspective of the use of 
marijuana. Hager, Editor-in-Chief of 
High Times Magazine, works to estab
lish the counterculture as a legitimate 
minority group. Stutman made a 25- 
year career as one of the country's high
est profile Drug Enforcement Agency 
(DEA) agents. Dr. Billy Martin is 
Professor and Chairman of the 
Department of Pharmacology and toxi
cology at Virginia Commonwealth 
University.

They will discuss the physical and 
social effects of marijuana, and current

 la w s  o n  th e  d ru g .
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This last year of my life has 
seemed much longer than one 
year. I've come to realize many 
things, but an important one 
to point out is that by the pub
lication date of this column I 
will have turned 25. I've hit 
the quarter century mark and 
instead of dwelling on what I 
have not achieved in life, I'm 
just celebrating life.

After I was diagnosed with 
cancer on January 8, 2003 my 
mind began to put things in a 
different perspective. There's a

lot of physical and psychologi
cal baggage that comes with 
the diagnosis of a serious ill
ness. Thankfully I had more 
ups than downs a long the road 
to recovery. I had supportive 
family, friends and doctors 
who may never know what an 
influence they were in helping 
me realize I wasn't handed a 
death sentence. I learned many 
things, some I definately feel 
are worth sharing.

One, no matter how cliche 
it sounds, is that you only have 
one life and you don't know 
how long it's going to be. 
Everyone should realize this 
and put forth and effort to 
enjoy the people and things 
around them. I never felt like I 
was going to die, mostly due to 
encouragement and support I 
had, but I knew that there was 
a possibility.

That brings me to my sec
ond lesson learned. Cancer and 
death are not the same word. 
They may share something in 
common, but thousands of 
survivors are out there and you 
probably don't know who they 
are. W hen people meet me 
they have no idea that I was

diagnosed with cancer less 
than a year ago and underwent 
radiation treatment. People 
don't talk a lot about cancer, it 
probably doesn't cross their 
mind, or they think it might 
make them or others uncom
fortable. I am more than will
ing to talk about it.

And that brings me to my 
third lesson learned. These 
three lessons share a common 
thread and the third one ties it 
all together. Sharing my experi
ence with White Pine Press 
readers last semester, with the 
intention of helping others 
dealing with a similar situation 
was also good therapy for me. 
Sharing experiences is there
fore, to me, good for everyone.

The concept of an altered 
journey is to share w ith read
ers my new appreciation for 
the little things in life. Even 
though all the scary stuff is 
no t totally behind me, I can 't 
fixate on w hat may or may 
no t be. I try to find hum or 
and laugh more everyday, 
making the one life I have a 
little more fun and enjoy
able, and hopefully I can do 
the same for someone else.

C 4 L  o f f e r s  6 0 - m i n u t e  s k i l l s  s e r i e s
The Center for Learning offers 
students a series of one-hour 
sessions, featuring computer 
skills and other student relat
ed issues. This series is co- 
sponsored by Career and 
Employment Services, Coun
seling Tutoring, and Support 
Services at the Center for 
Learning in the Osterlin 
Library. For more information 
call (231) 995-2134.

Word and  BlackBoard: Learn 
the basics of Word and 
BlackBoard software. How to 
format page layouts, margins, 
create and edit documents. 
Sept. 19 from 1 to 2 p.m. and 
on Oct. 14 from 2 to 3 p.m.

Diversity Services: A session 
regarding planning and sup
port for students, groups, 
activities and events dealing 
w ith cultural awareness. 
Sept. 24, from 2 to 3 p.m.

Study Skills: An overview of 
study skills. Topics include: 
note taking, getting more from

texts, and test-taking. Sept. 29, 
from 11 a.m. to noon.

C h a rtin g Your Course
Discussions include: web 
sites to explore considering 
your interests, skills, values, 
and personality. Oct. 8 from 
noon to 1 p.m.

Resumes: Reviews how to 
create a perfect resume for 
the perfect job and what is 
m ost desired by today's 
employers. Oct. 17, from 
noon to 1 p.m.

Pow erPoin t: Learn basic 
PowerPoint skills and add 
designs, color and sound to 
any presentation. Oct. 20 
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. and 
on Nov. 12 from 1 to 2 p.m.

Support Services: Explains the 
Office of Support Services and 
assistance it provides to eligi
ble students. Offers sugges
tions, guidelines, and answers 
regarding services. Oct. 24, 
from 11 a.m. to noon.

Scanning: Learn how to scan 
varous images and incorporate 
those images into documents. 
Nov. 3 from 4 to 5 p.m.

Typography: Learn how to 
use various styles of fonts to 
make docum ents visually 
appealing. Nov. 11 from 3 to 
4 p.m.

Digital Photography: Learn 
the basics of scanning, how 
to shop for digital cameras 
and their m any uses. Nov. 21 
from noon to  -1 p.m.

M icrosoft Access: Discusses 
the basics of Microsoft Access 
and explores other features 
that Access offers. Nov. 26 
from 3 to 4 p.m.

Interview ing: Reviews needs 
to  effectively prepare and 
present qualifications th a t 
will convince the interviewer 
of your qualifications, com
petence and confidence. 
Dec. 5, from noon to  1 p.m.



SHAWN KASNER 
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Three new instructors join 
the faculty this fall. They are 
Joel Papcun, Culinary Arts; 
Fred W ilm eth, Economics 
and Political Science; Marjory 
Smith, Communications.

A lthough all th ree  are 
new full-time faculty, they 
have each taught previously 
as adjuncts at NMC.

Papcun earned his degree 
at Schoolcraft College. He 
has also taught at a career

MARJORY SMITH, Communications

tech center in Detroit for five 
years. Papcun decided to 
teach for N orthw estern 
Michigan College after exper- 
incing the atmosphere here. 
He says it helps him  stay 
focused and retain his strong 
desire to  teach.

W ilm eth received his 
master's degree from the 
Uuniversity of Chicago in 
public policy. He has also 
taught at the Royal Institute 
of Melbourne in  Australia for 
six years.

There he taught urban

FRED WILMETH, Political Science

adm in istra tion  and public 
economics.
W ilmeth decided he wanted 
to  teach for N orthw estern 
M ichigan College because of 
the closeness of the com m u
nity and the m any opportu
nities in  this area.

Smith received her degree 
at the University of Edin
burgh in  Scotland. She has 
taught German at NMC and 
at Dumfries and Galloway 
College in  Scotland. She has 
also served as Office Manager 
in Com m unications
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"Immigration Policy. Balancing Civil Liberties 
and Domestic Security"is the topic of a lecture 
on Sept. 18, at 5:30 p.m. in the Milliken 
Auditorium of the Dennos Museum Center. This 
program is the first in an annual series sponsored 
by the Inten ational Affairs Forum; this year's 
theme is "World Issues and U.S.Policy."

The International Affairs Forum is in  its 
ten th  year of bringing speakers to Traverse 
City to  share their expertise on current issues 
in U.S. foreign policy. Speakers include U.S. 
governm ent officials, media personalities, 
authors, or officials of othergovernments. 
Lectures for 2003-03 will focus on 
Im m igration, Globalization, N orth Korea, 
Africa, the New Russia, Iraqi Reconstruction 
and Latin America.

The speaker for the Sept. 18 lecture is 
Doris Meissner, former commissioner of the 
U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service 
(INS), who Is currently a Senior Fellow at the 
Migration Policy Institute. She contributes to 
MPI's project on national security and im m i
gration, andonducts policy research on inter
national migration and development.

W hile at the INS from 1993-2000, Ms. 
Meissner helped reform the nation's asylum 
system, create new strategies for managing 
U.S. borders in  the context of open trade, 
improve services for immigrants, managemi- 
gration and hum anitarian crises firmly and

compassionately, andstrengthen cooperation 
and joint initiatives w ith Mexico, Canada, 
and other countries.

In 1989, Ms. Meissner joined the 
Carnegie Endowment for InternationalPeace 
and in  1989 founded the  Endow m ent's 
In ternational M igration Policy Program 
w hich evolved into the  M igration Policy 
Institu te in  2001. She left the Carnegie 
Endowment in  1993 w hen President Bill 
C linton asked her to  serve w ith the INS. Ms 
Meissner has both  bachelor of arts and master 
of arts degrees from  the  U niversity of 
Wisconsin.

The International Affairs presentations 
begin with a reception in  the lobby of the 
Milliken Auditorium at 5:15 p.m. and are fol
lowed at 6 p.m. by the lecture and a discus
sion period. All current educators and stu
dents are adm itted  free of charge. 
M em bership in  the  In ternational Affairs 
Forum may be obtained in two ways:

As a Subscriber, members pay $125 and 
receive 14 tickets good for any lecture; as a 
Patron, members pay $300 and, in  addition 
to the 14 tickets, receive recognition at each 
lecture and an opportunity to m eet speakers.

Individual tickets are $10 per person and 
are available in  advance or at the door. For 
tickets or information, call NMC Extended 
Educational Services at 231 995-1700.
















