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The Water Studies Institute of Northw estern
M ichigan College will be opening in October,
offering a new source of research and envi
ronm ental education to the area.
The WSI is located in the west w ing of the
NMC Great Lakes cam pus and will include a
dem onstration lab and classroom. Also, a
p artnership was form ed earlier this year
betw een the institute and MSU's Institute of
W ater Research, providing adaptations of
online courses to the Grand Traverse area.
"This is a significant first step in provid
ing water-related science curriculum for this
region,"
NMC WSI Acting D irector
Marguerite Cotto said in a news release. "We
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NICOLE WESTON
STAFF WRITER
Illegal copying of music is a
fad that is soon to be over.
W ith fines ranging from $750
to $150,000, students w on't
be rushing to download the
latest hit songs.
W hen th e Recording
In d u stry
A ssociation
of
America (RIAA) unleased its
torrent of lawsuits earlier this
m o n th , m usic fans every
where took notice.
"I think the companies
should be the ones in trouble:
KaZaA, Grokster, and all the
rest," Ed Ford, student, said.
“W hen everybody started
downloading music, I don't
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are very excited to be working w ith M ichigan
State University's Institute of Water Research
w hich has pioneered im p o rta n t w ater
research for our state and has experience w ith
web-based education."
Local environm ental specialist and busi
ness leader, Rebecca Cooper, has been nam ed
as the project coordinator at the WSI. Cooper
will work w ith NMC faculty and various local
organizations to help develop a new water
shed program w hich will focus on the Grand
Traverse region.
"Becky Cooper's expertise and experience
are valuable resources for this effort," Cotto
said in an August news release. "Her work will
help us create a 'com m unity of learners' to
launch and im portant new initiative for sci
ence education in our area."

ADAM RINCKEY
STAFF WRITER
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think they thought they could
get in trouble for it."
And yet, those in th e
music world see it differently,
"Here at NMC we make a big
deal about intellectual prop
erty rights. It's w hy we insist
u pon the application of refer
encing
sources,"
M ark
Puchala, chair of the music
departm ent, said.
Puchala, w ho has been in
the field of music education
for 30 years, added, "There
seems to be a lack of under
standing w hen one downloads
a file w ithout payin g for it.
They are infringing on a per
son's livelihood, their financial
well-being. Intellectual proper
ty is not intended to be given
away. Rather, it is intended to
be sold."
The RIAA does promise,
w ith the belief th a t lawsuits

u
a

s
s

i c
t

are n o t the answer to solving
the problem of intellectual
property theft, to n o t sue if
the file swappers delete the
music from their hard drives.
From a m usician's per
spective, th e free in te rn e t
dow nloading becomes costly.
"It's very significant. It
reduces the am ount of profits
for com panies th at produce
these records for sale in a
society based on capitalism ,"
Puchala said.
There are m any concerns
about the specifics of w hat
type of music can be dow n
loaded. First, whole record
ings of m usic or album s
should be treated like proper
ty, in tellectual property.
D ow nloading these files
w ithout at least a small fee is
against the law, unless it is
......'•eoAfinued w
•
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Students have had some challenges
their first week back to school.
W hether it was the computers being
down or not being able to find their class
due to construction, the transition at the
beginning of the year has been rough on
almost all who attend.
There were m any com plaints from
students w ho live in East and West
halls about n o t having cable television
or internet access until a week after
school started. Justin Brown, a resident
of West Hall, said, "The internet access
is crucial for us. Access to th e internet
is a m ain tool th a t we have here to do
hom ew ork and research for our
papers." A nother problem in West Hall
is the num ber of closets in each room.
Some rooms have two closets while
others only have one. This is due to
the college n o t having enough closets
to supply each room w ith two. "It is
hard to share one closet w hen there
are two people living in a room ,"
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Most college campuses have parking problems, but are any as
bad as NMC's? Do you realize students m ay have to walk for
more than ten m inutes to class? That could very well be close
to a mile long! Does the adm inistration th ink they can get us
to participate in physical education w ithout our consent?
And w hat alternatives do they leave us? You can park on
the grass or park in the fire lanes and risk getting ticketed.
There they go. M aking m oney off of us poor college stu
dents again? I bet th e instructors have a lavish lunch once a
week just from the profits of the parking fines.
Sure, we could drive a little further dow n College Drive
and find a plethora of parking spaces. A huge chunk of
asphalt and yellow lines, set w ithin a swamp. No doubt the
adm inistrators sit in their offices laughing at us as we dodge
rain and trudge through 7-foot snowdrifts w ith our 85 lb.
backpacks.
Do you believe this?
I would certainly hope not. The realization of parking
on a college campus is th at it is going to involve walking.
Those of you w ho insist there is n o parking, did you
stop to consider th at maybe around the curve, past East
Hall, there are m ore parking lots? Or did you just stop?
Maybe you think th at just because you've paid to park,
you're entitled to park wherever you please?
Well, you can. D idn't anyone tell you, th a t you're an
adult now and can make those decisions for yourself? The
college can't physically come out and make you park in
those little yellow lines. They can however ticket you or
have your car towed away. But that's your choice to make.
Just th in k of it this way. W hen you paid for th e Cedar
lot, the Cherry lot, or whatever closer lot you th in k you're
entitled to be in, just rem em ber th a t you've also paid for
Dogwood, Elmwood and Maple lots.
You m ight as well get your m oney's w orth.
NICOLE AGRUDA
EDITORIAL BOARD
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Elizabeth Zim m erm an another resi
dent of West Hall said.
More setbacks can be found in the
Fine Arts building. This year the
Photoshop class is learning the 7.0 soft
ware- u sing the 6.0 textbooks, software
for the Illustrator class wasn't loaded
until four days after class started, the
10.0 server upgrade for the computers
was not in stile d at the beginning of the
year, and the scanners were not ready to
use on the first day.
Other problems on campus were in
the Old Science building, now known
as Scholars Hall. Those problems stem
from the unfinished construction. Many
students were late to classes due to the
room numbers not being clearly
marked. In addition to this the noise
from the construction was a definite dis
traction for the students in the building.
Another issue has to do w ith the park
ing lots. W hether it is people parking
illegally or the lack of parking spaces
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something needs to be done.
Some of these issues are left over
from th e beginning of last year's fall
semester. These are things th a t should
have been taken care of during sum 
m er break. If students are responsible
to com plete their assignm ents for
classes, shouldn't instructors or their
departm ents be responsible for m aking
sure th at their class is ready to begin,
has functioning equipm ent and the
proper text offered?
As far as th e residents halls, maybe
there could be tests run a week before
the semester starts to make sure the
cable and internet services are working
properly. These are some of the issues
th a t m ust be dealt w ith in order to
properly ensure a sm ooth start for
next semester.
SHAWN KASNER
STAFF WRITER

G ro c e ry p a c k a g e s
s t r e s s r e ie f
NICOLE AGRUDA

After m y experience last year
w ith cancer, I've discovered
m an y experiences th a t I
appreciate m ore. G rocery
stores are definitely one th a t
m ust be addressed because I
believe th a t grocery storesretail conglom erates or n o tgo unrecognized for th eir
duty to the stressed-out civi
lization we have become.
W hat is it about the gro
cery store that can make you
relax to the muzak and take in
the hum of a frozen food aisle,
the whisper of the produce

misters, and the rhythmic beat
of a universal price code scan
ner? I can't tell you, but w hat I
can tell you is that I find the
grocery store to be a most
relaxing place to go.
There's just som ething
about all of the smells and
sounds th at is soothing if you
take the tim e to notice.
A grocery store is clean,
sanitary and very organized.
It's like your pantry at home.
Only bigger and organized.
And never m ind the fact
th a t you d o n 't have the
money. Have you ever been
shopping and looked down in
your cart and realized you've
picked up more than your wal

let can pay for? That happens
to me a lot and I find myself at
the end of m y shopping excur
sion unloading my groceries
before I even get to the checkout. This m ay sound as though
I'm poor. I am. I owe the gov
ernm ent thousands of dollars
for my education and several
credit card companies thou
sands for m y closet.
Even though I have no
m oney to buy groceries after
the bills have been paid, I still
go to the store and stare at all
of the new products I have to
have. But from m y experience
this year I've learned th at you
only live once and you m ight
as well enjoy it, even if that

m eans p lum m eting further
into debt.
Consider this: there are
over 13 m illion Yellow page
listings for grocery stores in
the U nited States alone. You
could order all of your gro
ceries online from huge dis
tribution centers and never
have to tangle w ith another
wiggley-w heeled sh o pping
cart again. But people like to
interact w ith other hum ans
and so we go to the grocery
store on an average of three
tim es per week.
There are little things you
should learn to enjoy. After
all, if you have no food there
will be no you.
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The Dennos M useum Center
at N orthw estern M ichigan
College opened three exhibi
tions Sept. 28.
O n display now are Heavens
Above, 50 years of Inuit Art
in th e U nited States and
Selected Prints by George
Rouault.
The Heavens Above, exhi
bition organized by the NASA
Space
Telescope
Science
Institute and th e M idland
Center for the Arts, offers spec
tacular images of the universe
taken from NASA's Hubble
Space Telescope from above
the Earth's atmosphere show
ing worlds far beyond Pluto
and our solar system.
The Inuit exhibition will
feature selected sculptures on
loan from th e C ranbrook
In stitu te
of
Science,
Bloomfield Hills, M ichigan,
acquired in 1953. Also
included will be selections
from the m useum 's collec
tio n representing some of the
earliest examples of Inuit art
to be im p o rte d in to th e
U nited States. The exhibition
w ill also feature selections
from regional private collec
tions acquired by collectors
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from th e annual sales of Inuit
art, w hich began in 1960.
The exhibition will include
25 Inuit sculptures being gift
ed to the m useum w ith this
50-year celebration.
A selected group of prints
from th e M iserere ed itio n
will be show n in the Rouault
exhibition, w hich represent a
prom ised gift to the Dennos
M useum Center from a pri
vate collection.
Rouault conceived the
Miserere ("Mercy") series of
etchings at the beginning of
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Classes are in full swing again, and th a t
m eans less "hang" tim e and m ore study tim e
for m ost students. W ith student parents back
in classes child related issues becom e m ore
prom inent.
Regrettably, w hen it comes dow n to it, a
student parent's biggest concern is how to
pay for childcare. There is help right here on
campus. W hen th e child care center closed in
1990, the Student G overnm ent Association
marked five percent of the m oney gathered
from student activities's portion of general
fees, and created Child Care scholarships.
"The m oney th a t is provided for this scholar
ship is supposed to last for th e entire year.
T hat makes it so, th a t we're only able to award
10 scholarships for approxim ately $500 each
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WWI. They were eventually
printed by the noted Parisian
art dealer Ambroise Vollard in
1927 and published by
Rouault as a bound volume of
58 etchings in 1948. The work
is considered by m any to be
one of the finest examples of
20th century religious art.
The Inuit and Rouault
exhibits will end Nov. 30, and
the Heavens Above exhibit will
close Feb. 29, 2004.
A dm ission is $4 for
adults, $2 for children and
free to m useum members.
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per year. And because there is only $5,000
allotted a year, th e m oney goes quickly, and,
as a m atter of fact, the m oney for this year is
just about depleted," Deb Faas, coordinator of
Financial Aid, said.
The Child Care scholarship application
lists these requirem ents needed in order to
obtain this assistance: a m inim um of six cred
its will have to be m aintained, financial needs
as well as child care needs m ust be dem on
strated, and the student Academic Progress
m u st be follwed. The stu d e n t Academic
Progress guidelines are listed in the NMC cat
alog. "The best th in g to do to receive this
scholarship is to apply early, the spring prior
to th e next year, and to return the application
no later th a n August 1," according to Faas. To
receive an application contact the Financial
Aid office, located in the Tanis Building
(231)-995-1035.
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Take this car and park it
Is parking
a real issue, or matter
of perspective?
NICOLE AGRUDA
STAFF WRITER

Year after year the issue of parking aris
es on campus. Most students complain
about the lack of parking or the dis
tance they have to walk to their classes.
Many questions may arise in stu
dents' heads about what the problem
is with the parking. Is the administra
tion robbing us of parking spaces to
antagonize us?
Is the college attempting to make a
profit from our parking fines when we
violate the parking rules?
Or is the problem simpler than
that? Are we too lazy to park a little
further out than we had hoped?
"There is totally a problem with
parking," Maria Custer, student,
said. "I'm very, very angry about the
parking here."
This is Custer's third year at N C
and she commented that she is aware
of the parking policy, but was recently
ticketed for not being within a parking
space. She also stated that there is defi
nitely not enough parking on campus.
"I don't know why I have to pay
money for parking when I can't find a
place to park," Custer said.
Are the administrators aware of the
students' dilemma?
"Complaints do come in ...about
the lack of parking close to where [stu
dent's] classes are," Cathy O'Brien,
Administrative Assistant for
Administrative Services, said.
The administrators admit that they
hear the student's complaints, but is
there anything they can do about it?
According to Ed Bailey, Construc
tion Projects Director, NMC falls within
the jurisdiction of the City of Traverse
City when it comes to zoning and ordi
nances. NMC must follow the ordi
nances and zoning laws when con
structing parking lots and that is why
some of the parking lots may seem like

there is some wasted space in
them. It is the reason the park
ing spaces are a certain
width and even why
there is landscaping.
"We own 90
acres on the main
campus. There's a
calculation.. .built into
the zoning code that
says only a percentage of
your entire site can be hardsurface, which is basically park
ing and sidewalks," Bailey said.
"We are at the maximum on the
main campus in the amount of hard
surface we can have."
With that in mind, can students
still assume that there are no plans in
the near future to construct a parking
ramp or another parking lot? Does the
college need to?
"The layout of our campus is long
and narrow," O'Brien said. "Sometimes
you're looking at a 10 minute walk."
There are peak times on campus,
or times when more classes are in ses
sion, than at other times. What this
means for students, especially those
who run late, is probably having to
park pretty far out and planning on
that 10-minute hike to class.
The alternative is to stalk someone
for a space. (Driving around and
around the parking lot in a futile
attempt to get a "close" parking space
when someone leaves.) This probably
leads to further lateness.
"Our most frustrated complaints
come from those who say they have
spent a large amount of time looking
for a place," Debby Disch, Executive
Director of Administrative Services
said, "...the biggest time element is in
trying to find a space in an already full
lot, and then getting stuck in a line
with others trying to do the same."
Disch also commented that she
understands the experience of distant
parking and has had to park in the far
side of Elm lot herself.
Not only do students have to
park far from the buildings and carry
heavy backpacks and books, but the
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faculty and staff also have to park
in the same lots and carry their mate
rials as well.
"Just as in a shopping center,
everyone can't have the closest space,"
Disch said. "We have made improve
ments over the past year...we have put
in sidewalks so that the walk from the
parking lots is safer and less messy in
inclement weather."
However, many students often
give up on a parking space and decide
on parking their cars wherever they
can make up a parking space.
"In a way there is a parking prob
lem because it's bad when people park
in no parking zones," Matt Vallee, stu
dent, said. "Sometimes people are driv
ing the wrong way and it's pretty haz
ardous out there."
The parking policy for NMC states
that "Vehicles must be parked in desig
nated areas only." (Parking spaces are
the designated area within a specific
lot.) According to the campus parking
policy, parking lots that are not
restricted are Cedar, Cherry, Chestnut,
Dogwood, Elm, Maple, and Tamarack.
Parking (within a parking space) in one
of the above mentioned lots should
save students, with a properly placed
decal, the trouble of a ticket.
Does the college profit from stu
dent tickets?
"What is the college doing with

the money from our decals
and our fines?," Custer said.
"There is no direct charge associat
ed with parking decals. Parking is
included with a student's tuition and
fees," Disch said. "As far as ticket fees,
most of it goes to cover the expenses
associated with patrolling the lots."
According to Disch, the college has
contracted with the city to enforce all
of the parking policies. Parking tickets
are issued to protect the use of the lots
as well as the people who use them.
Also, salaries have to be paid to the
employees who handle questions and
complaints, those involved in security
and traffic management.
"We will continue to try to find
cost effective ways to help parkers find
where the available spaces are," Disch
said. "We are increasing security staff
to provide a person who can 'direct'
traffic away from already full lots to
avoid the element of frustration."
Whether students like to or not, at
some point in the semester they are
going to have to walk. Driving a little
further down college drive will proba
bly ensure more parking. After all, not
having a space right next to a building
doesn't mean there aren't any spaces at
all on campus; just not the one stu
dents hoped for.
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