
T H E  W A L L S  C A M E  D O W N . . . The freezer building on the Great Lakes Campus was 
torn down Oct. 20, now that Maritime student's are in their new building. PHOTO BY TOM AUCH

G e t  y o u r  m o n e y ' s  w o r t h !

F l u  s h o t s  $ 5
It's officially here. Cold and flu season is 
marked on campus the day Student Health 
Services has the first flu shot clinic.

"Slots are filling pretty quickly," Amy 
Braun, Student Health Services, said. The 
annual clinics are located on the first floor of 
the Les Biederman Building. Students can 
receive three injections for $5 per injection. 
Clinics are scheduled for Nov. 7, 11, and 13.

Students m ust bring student identifica
tion and a driver's license. To ensure a spot, 
call Student Health Services at (231) 995-1255 
or stop in at LB106.

S h a p e  u p  t h o s e  p a p e r s
The Writing Center is having an open house 
on Oct. 30, from 12-4 p.m., in Scholars Hall, 
Room 221.

The open house is to showcase the new

Writing Center facilities, while giving students 
a chance to get aquainted with the staff.

"We're really excited for this chance to show 
off our new place, John Pahl, Writing Center 
director, said. "We've never had such a large area 
to work with before, and we're very fortunate. 
Our goal isn't to fix papers, but to help with the 
revision process," Pahl commented.

W a n n a  t r a n s f e r ?
Are you like many college students who are stress
ing over what to do after NMC? One option you 
have is to meet with representatives from four-year 
universities when they come to NMC to answer 
questions you may have on life after NMC.

Representatives from Grand Valley State 
University will be here Nov. 4, from 1:30 to  4 
p.m.; Ferris State University Nov. 5 from 10 
a.mi to 2 p.m.; Northern Michigan University 
Nov. 11 from 9:30 a.m. to l:30.p.m .

C o l l e g e  c o l l e c t s  

2 2 %  m o r e  

i n  s t u d e n t  f e e s

ADAM RINCKEY 
STAFF WRITER

Assessed fees are up 22 percent 
from last fall at NMC, accord
ing to a Digital Dashboard 
report on NMC's website

W hat are assessed fees, 
and why have they increased 
so m uch in the last year?

"The general fee covers a 
wide range of things such as 
studen t activities, student 
governm ent, child care 
th rough  outside partner
ships, WNMC, [the newspa
per] and the m agazine," 
Debby Disch, Executive 
Director of Adm inistrative 
Services at NMC, said. "It's 
there to contribute to w hat
ever the needs are; it's there 
for student support. There is 
no in tent for the fund to 
cover 100% of anyth ing  
except for the  standalone 
Health Services fee."

Disch said th a t there 
were m any factors that influ
enced the increase in  the 
assessed fees.

"Both the 3% increase in 
contact hours and the 9% 
increase in tuition and gener
al fees contribute directly to 
the increase in assessed fees. 
Plus there is the reestablish
m ent of the standalone 
Health Services fee and the 
escalating cost of what we're 
trying to  do for technology. 
We want to  keep track of the 
Health Services fees because 
they are 100% student fund-

T h e  g e n e r a l  f e e  is  
a  $ 9 .5 0  p e r  c o n 
t a c t  h o u r  f e e  t h a t  
is  a p p l i e d  o n  to p  
o f  tu i t io n .

ed," Disch explained, "The 
other factor is state reduc
tions. [The state] used to 
contribute to  technology and 
infrastructure, but over the 
last two years that contribu
tion has stopped. Even the 
general appropriation from 
the state has decreased."

Some students feel that the 
general fee itself goes too far.

 "Sure, they can charge 
some separate fees, bu t I 
d o n 't agree w ith charging 
that m uch extra on top of 
tu ition ,” Aaron Goad, a stu
dent at NMC said. Goad is 
an out-of-state resident and 
already pays over twice as 
m uch per contact hour for 
tu ition as those students that 
live in-district.

Other students feel that 
the fee is an acceptable cost 
of improvement.

"I th ink it's something 
that has to be done. In recent 
years [NMC] has been keep
ing up w ith technology, 
w hich is som ething th a t 
can 't be said for the  past. If 
continued on p ag e  8



I n s t r u c t o r  a p p r e c i a t e s  q u a l i t y  o f  a r t i c l e
Thank you for your well-written and 
complimentary article, "Instructors use 
customized textbooks to 'pu t it all in 
one place,'" found in the Oct. 13, 2003 
edition of the White Pine Press.

I have been burned throughout the 
years by a range of national and inter
national publications that have misrep
resented my work, taken it out of con
text, credited it to someone else, or 
stole it outright. The New York Times 
has done this to me, so has the Chicago 
Tribune, the Toledo Blade, the Traverse 
City Record Eagle, and so on. This hap
pens to m ost professional writers, but 
we never grow to like or accept this 
misrepresentation.

Subsequently, I am very cautious 
about granting such interviews and 
information. This is no t based on ego; 
it is rooted in experience. So, under
stand that my appreciation is sincere.

Please allow me to  expand on a 
couple of points in your article, Adam.

I am quoted as saying "There are 
very few science fiction textbooks

around....this is one of the m any text
books I have done throughout the 
years....and one day I'll do another." 
Actually, while I have written and edit
ed a range of m any and varied books, 
this is the only textbook I have done to 
date. I have two other textbooks in the 
works, and a range of book-length 
biographies, edited collections, articles, 
chapters, and so on in progress

Regarding financial compensation 
for use of my text, the following might 
provide some further perspective. I have 
to cover more that $20,000 in permis
sions fees out of my royalties (more 
often eight or ten percent of wholesale 
prices, not twelve percent) before I see 
any profits. I make closer to $1, or on a 
good day $2 per book rather than $3.60. 
Then there are taxes. I am currently less 
than $5,000 away from my breakeven 
point with the publisher of The Prentice 
Hall Anthology of Science Fiction and 
Fantasy. I should m ake that breakeven 
point in time to start all over again,, in 
the red, with the second printing,

Most writers do not write for 
money, and a very small percentage of 
writers make a significant, m uch less a 
living, wage from writing. Writers write 
for other, often more philosophical and 
altruistic reasons. Profit comes in other 
ways -  student learning, peer (faculty 
and professional authors') reviews, and 
m uch more are some of those profits.

W ith that said, please note:
- Research and writing are just one of the 

professional developments in which 
NMC's faculty and staff engage. I hap
pen to  believe it is im portant for teach
ers of writing to write. But, there are 
many other forms of research and pro
fessional development pursued by the 
NMC community. W ithout this 
research and professional development, 
our courses at NMC would be quite 
banal enterprises indeed.

Thank you for a top-notch article.
GARYN G. ROBERTS, PH.D.
COMMUNICATIONS/ENGLISH

W h e r e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  i s  S G A ?
Since we haven't seen or heard from 

them, is it possible that they are on a 
secret mission, including tropical weather 
and sandy beaches, using your money?

As for W hite Pine Press, we've put 
out four issues now with partial use of 
your money. As a courtesy it's free to 
you and all of your friends and family, 
because after all, you've already paid for 
it with your fees.

It's an additional courtesy that we use 
ourselves as bait to lure SGA out of hiding.
NICOLE AGRUDA 
EDITORIAL BOARD

The Student Government Association 
(SGA) has once again been able to stay 
off the college radar. They have not 
been seen, and as far as I can tell, we 
haven't heard from them  either. So, 
where is SGA hiding?

I went on a little inform ation gath
ering mission over to their new office 
on the lower level of West Hall. There I 
found inform ation on Campus 
Ministry, but nothing tha t would even 
show evidence that SGA was even on 
campus this semester.

A little deeper inside student organi
zation territory, I found some evidence in 
the form of unpacked boxes that SGA 
may still be alive and well. At least well 
enough to move boxes across the hall.

The last time SGA didn 't speak for 
themselves, they had to send their pres
ident over to our office and he wasn't 
happy. It's too bad we have to get to 
know all SGA presidents this way.

Midterms have come and gone and 
still nothing from SGA. Maybe it's time 
to send out a search team. If all of the 
members of the United States govern
m ent disappeared (assuming you only 
knew one, or d idn 't even know any of 
them  at all) w ouldn't it seem just a lit
tle out of the ordinary?

Did you know that SGA typically 
meets weekly and any student is wel
come to attend? You can also join SGA. 
(Don't be misled, they're no t technical
ly a secret society.)

Most students don 't realize what 
SGA does. (Once it gets going of course.) 
They arrange for guest speakers to come 
on campus and bring in other forms of 
entertainment. They are also responsible 
for deciding where money goes as far as 
to specific student activities.

Remember the General Fee on your 
tuition? Well, a portion of that is bro
ken down and given to SGA and they 
decide what to  do with it.



P a t r i o t i s m :  e v e n  p r o t e s t e r s  q u a l i f y

Patriotism. A narrowly-defined concept referring 
to rich folks and war-mongers. This seems to  be 
the general attitude of America, as the conflict in 
Iraq drags over m onths and m onths, the deadly 
battle of attrition draining the morale of a divided 
nation. W hat happened to the concept of patriot
ism inspired by 9/11?

Oh, it's still there, lurking beneath the dis
contented visage of a nation at war. Certainly 
people are raising their voices in dissent or sup
port, protesting the war vehemently and cursing 
our comm ander in chief, or blessing his name.
But even those outspoken voices lambasting the 
Iraq conflict carry the deep-set seed of patriotism: 
you have to care about your country in order to 
protest its doings.

It would be easy to discount Americans as 
hypocrites, gun-toting advocates of world peace. 
Surly this is the impression we give to the majori
ty of foreign nations. But are we to conclude that, 
merely due to internal strife over the war, we pro 
testers are not only hypocrites but anti-patriotic 
citizens yearning for the socialized medicine and 
backwater charm of Canada? I th ink not.

Look back to the previous conflict in the 
Gulf. Certainly there were protesters; certainly 
there were supporters. But on the whole the

B e c a u s e  A m e r i c a n s  a r e  d y in g  
n e e d l e s s l y ?  C e r ta in ly .  B e c a u s e  
w e  c a r e  a b o u t  o u r  c o u n t r y  a n d  
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  n a t i o n ?  I 

th in k  y o u  s e e  m y  p o in t .

nations response was m uted at best, a sluggish 
cauldron of conflicted feelings. The US charged 
into Iraq and dealt with the threat; meanwhile 
even the most ardent of protesters laid down their 
signs and flipped on the television, watching with 
disinterested eyes as tanks rolled onward toward 
Baghdad.

Of course this is a generalization. And it could 
also be argued that the initial Gulf War bears little 
resemblance to our current occupation of Iraq,
The first war (or skirmish, if you will) was over in 
a day's time. Now we flip on our televisions every 
m orning to fresh reports of American casualties 
and Iraqi guerilla tactics.

Still, there is a difference in sentiment.
Where people were once mildly angered they are 
now enflamed, either with fervent love for our

president and his policies or with a driving hatred 
for the entire War on Terror. Patriotism is not 
some narrowly defined concept, occurring only 
amidst the most rabid ranks of Bush supporters; 
those who protest the war are also patriots, chid
ing their hom e nation as they would a wayward 
child. It takes some m odicum of love to discipline 
a child; just so, it takes love of nation to actively 
protest said nations actions.

Perhaps the protesters would disagree. 
Perhaps they would argue that they loath any
th ing American, tha t they are ashamed of their 
nationality. Then why, oh why are they protesting 
the actions in Iraq? Because we're sticking our 
nose where it doesn't belong? Of course. Because 
Americans are dying needlessly? Certainly.
Because we care about our country and the people 
of this great nation? I th ink you see my point.

So let us no t divide ourselves into the 'patri
otic' and the 'unwashed Com m unist masses.' The 
very concept of democracy revolves around free
dom  of speech and press...and by practicing these 

'ideals, even the most anti-war American is practic
ing an exercise in patriotism.

SCOTT COUTURIER
STAFF WRITER



“ t h e  b e s t  a d v i c e  y o u  
m a y  e v e r  g e t . . .  
is  d o n ’t g o  o u t  

a t  n ig h t .”

W i l l  y o u  m e e t  

t h e  c r e a t u r e  

t h a t  w a l k s  

u p r i g h t ?

NICOLE AGRUDA 
EDITORIAL BOARD__________

Throughout my childhood I've 
always been afraid to venture 
outdoors after dark. I grew up 
in a woodsy area in Williams
burg, and I wasn't afraid of 
bats, raccoons or even bears. 
What I feared was much bigger, 
much more ferocious and only 
came out at night.

In 1987 a song was aired on 
a local radio station, WTCM, 
called The Legend. The first time 
I heard it I was so scared to go 
outside at night that I wouldn't 
even walk to my grandparents' 
house less than 100 ft away 
after the sun went down.

This fear has stayed with 
me over the years about a 
"creature that walks upright" 
in the "northwoods darkness" 
If you've never heard The 
Legend, you should tune in to 
WTCM and listen for it.

It is about the dogm en

(they are creatures that look 
like dogs but walk upright like 
humans) that have mysteri
ously frightened the residents 
of northern Michigan for over 
100 years.

It began in 1887 at a log
ging camp in Wexford County 
and has continued through to 
at least 1987 (a second version 
was released in 1997) in Luther.

As this crazy fear has lin
gered, I decided I needed to 
get to the bottom  of this leg
end and ease my superstition.

I called WTCM spoke to 
the gentleman, Steve Cook, 
AKA Bob Farley, who wrote 
and recorded the song. He told 
me it was released in the 
spring of 1987 as an April 
Fool's joke.

Some joke. I haven't been 
outside at night since 1987. At 
least not without thinking I 
can feel the dogman's breath 
down my neck as he stalks me 
from behind.

But I really wanted to 
know where the information 
was collected. If you hear a 
legend long enough, it's 
bound to make you believe 
there's some truth in it.

Cook informed me that he 
took various folklore stories

from around the country and 
put it into a northern  
Michigan context.

"Most places have an ani
mal or creature story," Cook 
said. "I compiled the individ
ual stories from elsewhere 
and placed in them  in north
ern Michigan using a believ
able creature."

The only story that is true, 
Cook said, was the account 
from Luther in 1987.

So, not all the stories hap
pened the way The Legend 
said, but that doesn't mean 
tha t they  really d idn 't 
happen -  at least somewhere 
in the country.

After the first release df 
The Legend in 1987, 10 years 
had passed since the last sight
ing (in 1977) and the prophet
ic "seventh year was here." 
The report from Luther in 
1987 was an actual account of 
a possible dogm an, which left 
scratches on a cabin made by 
"sharp teeth and claws", and it 
wasn't man-made because "he 
didn't wear shoes...he walked 
on just two paws."

Another actual occurrence 
of what was believed to have 
been a dogman (not included 
in the song) happened in Paris 
[Michigan]. Cook explained 
that after the song was aired 
(in 1987), he received a call 
from a m an who had been 
hunting, in the late 1930s, 
when a pack of wild dogs 
approached. The man shot his 
gun in the air to scare them  off 
and they took off running. 
Then one stopped, stood 
upright and stared at him, in 
what he believed to be a chal
lenge. The creature eventually 
went back down on his other 
two legs and ran away.

Is it safe to go outside, or 
should this be taken as a light 
story of folklore? Are there 
really dogman creatures out 
there in our woods that roam 
around at night? What ever 
happened in 1997? We'll just 
have to  wait for the third 
release of the song which 
Cook said will be in 2007.

We will soon be approach
ing the "seventh year." Will 
ydu see a dogman? As The 

' Lttgend says, "the best' advice 
’ y6u may ever’get!..is don’t: go 
d u tif  h ight.^’" ' ^


















