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Last week, President Timothy Nelson 
announced that the Board of 
Trustees would consider discontinu
ing classes at the Cadillac campus.

The president's decision was a 
result of expected budget cuts and 
low enrollment.

Nelson's m em orandum  states

that students at the Cadillac cam
pus will be contacted over the next 
weeks by letter. Advisors will then 
contact the students to re-evaluate 
their class schedules.

While classroom courses will no 
longer be available, other options 
are. Nelson also pointed out flexible 
learning options (FLO) courses. 
These consist for example of online 
courses and self-paced courses are 
part of the FLO offering. On a side 
note, Nelson pointed out that NMC 
would be offering a complete online 
Associate degree starting fall 2004.

While NMC remains committed 
to its Wexford county students, 
Nelson justified the closing as mainly 
a financial and quality issue. The 
enrollment at the Cadillac campus 
had been down with little chance of 
improvement. This semester only 
164 students are enrolled, while the 
peek enrollment was in 1989 with 
444 students.

In addition, Nelson names the 
"disparity between the facilities in 
Cadillac and Traverse City" that 
makes quality instruction difficult, 
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C 4 L  r e n o v a t i o n s  m a y  a d d  t o  t e s t  s e c u r i t y
ble staff person on the floor and has seen m any of the 
ways that students try to cheat there. She said that stu
dents are very creative w hen it comes to cheating, but 
she would rather no t give students any ideas. There 
are m any ways that the C4L staff combat cheating, but 
every once in awhile they have to deal with cheaters 
head on.

"We take away backpacks and coats and check 
under hats," Collins said, "We also try to walk the 
floor or be in the test rooms to m onitor them  and we 
have testing guidelines from the instructors that say 
w hat the students can and cannot have with them.

The Center for Learning will be undergoing some ren
ovations this summer and will be looking in to fea
tures that may add to  test security.

"The Center for Learning issues makeup tests for 
NMC courses and there are three or four instructors 
that we do all of the testing for. We also do testing for 
other colleges across the country," Alison Collins, 
Coordinator at the Center for Learning, said.

Due to an increase in the num ber of online testing 
done at the C4L, Collins said tha t she works as a dou- continued on p ag e  11

M a i l e d  g r a d e s ,  p h o n e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  e n d e d

CAMILLE E JOHNSTON
STAFF WRITER___________________

Beginning spring 2004, there will 
be no  more rushing hom e to the 
mailbox before m om  or dad on 
report card day.

Spring semester, grades will no 
longer be mailed out to students. 
Grades will be available over the 
web only, as soon as instructors 
begin entering them.

Registrar Carol Taberski says 
the college w on't actually be saving 
m uch money. The grade mailers 
will be replaced with an informa
tional mailer, informing students 
of im portant updates about one 
m onth  into the semester.

To view grades, click on  the 
"Online/Web Registration" link on 
NMC's homepage. Login using stu
dent ID and pin, then  select the 
"Student Records M enu and go to

"View Your Final Grades." For pri
vacy reasons, NMC's Records and 
Registration Office staff urges stu
dents to change their assigned six- 
digit pin num ber from their birth 
date to one of their choosing as 
soon as possible.

Also, as of Jan. 1, 2004, touch- 
tone registration will no longer be 
in use. Registration records show 
that only about 37 students used 
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T h e  f u t u r e  o f  d i g i t a l  g a m i n g  i s  n o w

There are some who would argue that, 
at the tim e of my birth, video games 
had entered their prime.

The year was 1983, and Pac-Man 
consoles littered the lobbies of every 
respectable arcade and pizza shop. 
Frenetic fingers punched out staccato 
gunfire on Galaxian, hands scrabbled 
to delve tunnels in  Dig Dug, and elec
tronic knights across the nation 
m ounted their ostriches and touted 
their lances in  pitched games of Joust.
It was the onset of the video game age, 
and (as some see it), a renaissance.

We have made some moderate 
advances in  video game technology 
since the heady days of dueling pixels. 
Such hom e consoles as the Playstation 
2, the GameCube, and the XBox have 
utterly revolutionized the very concept 
of th e . 'video game.' W here once we 
were content to  dash through innum er
able levels, acquiring largely vacuous 
prizes amid a setting devoid of story
line, we are now  capable of immersing 
ourselves in  highly rendered environ
ments, interacting w ith dynamic m ulti
faceted characters, and unraveling vast 
storylines encompassing the full 
breadth of the hum an imagination.

But w hat makes these artificial 
worlds so universally stimulating?

Why, a suspension of everyday life. 
Games offer a gateway to  untold 
adventures and near-limitless possibili
ty. W hat better way to  unw ind after a 
long day of flipping burgers or scrub
bing floors th an  to push a bu tton  and 
immerse yourself in  a plane where you

W e  s t a n d  o n  t h e  b r in k  o f  

a  b o ld  n e w  d ig i ta l  f r o n t ie r ,  

p e r h a p s  e v e r y  b it 

a s  in f lu e n t ia l  a s  t h e  d a w n  

o f  t h e  In t e r n e t .

are the hero, the savior, the crusading 
m asterm ind behind the fate of an 
entire world? Let's face it-today's gener
ation is one of w anton escapees. And 
where books once offered the only por
tal to  realms beyond our wildest imag
inings, we now have a completely visu
al means of doldrum-suspension, 
replete with m oving storylines to boot.

The thrill lies in  actually interacting 
w ith the story. Games allow you to 
experience those adventures firsthand. 
You swing the sword, you pull the trig
ger, and you choose how to respond to 
a series of events. As our real world 
becomes an ever-increasing concoction 
of overbearing media awareness and 
mindless tedium, we will increasingly 
be driven to games to relieve the worst 
of our real-life tensions. The legions of 
gamers are only going to  swell.

So w hat is the future of gaming? A 
loaded question, to be certain. 
N intendo, Sony and Microsoft are 
already hard at work on the next gener
ation of video game consoles. As the 
power of each console increases the 
artificial realties they simulate will

become more engrossing and complex. 
Soon there will be no lim it on the 
scope of a game; continents will be as 
large as Asia or Africa, and take just as 
long to explore. Characters will be 
photo-realistic, w ith no distinction 
drawn between them  and our real-life 
encounters. Storylines will expand to 
beyond-epic proportions, captivating 
an entire generation w ith their sheer 
scope and majesty.

Fireside tale-telling has found a ready 
home in m odern gaming, and that trend 
will only be expanded as the power of 
the respective systems increases.

Gaming has already become an 
integral part of our culture, and as long 
as there are new stories to  be told it 
shall continue to affect the m inds and 
lives of millions around the globe. 
Eventually-w ho knows-games could 
make use of our own cerebral capabili
ties to  articulate their graphic demands. 
No greater graphics engine exists than  
the hum an brain. In several decades we 
could lay down to sleep, plug our crani- 
ums in to  a game, and play the night 
away in our dreams. Or we could slip 
in to  a realm of virtual reality a-la 
Matrix, and never return to  the waking 
world. The possibilities are endless, 
intriguing, and boundlessly terrifying.

So the message? Play, but play 
responsibly. We stand on  the brink of a 
bold new digital frontier, perhaps every 
bit as influential as the dawn of the 
Internet. Let's be careful out there.
SCOTT COURTURIER
STAFF WRITER



C o m m e n t a r y

A n t i - w a r  s e n t i m e n t  n o t  a  n e w  o c c u r r e n c e

Anti-war sentim ent is no th ing  new. 
It's almost as old as war itself. I find 
it interesting tha t people believe that 
the anti war m ovem ent tha t opposes 
the war in Iraq originated during 
Vietnam. I also find it amazing that 
people would believe that the war in 
Iraq differs from World War II in 
th a t no  one opposed going in to  the 
second world war the way people 
opposed action in Iraq. Another mis
conception I find to be interesting is 
the idea tha t it has always been lib
eral Democrats that have been anti
war, while conservative Republicans 
are perceived as pro-war.

One of the strongest voices 
against the United States going to 
war against Germany and Japan dur
ing World War II was Republican 
Sen. Robert A. Taft. He served as 
United States senator from 1936 
until his death in  1953. Senator Taft 
was such a strong voice for his then  
confused and scattered party tha t he 
became known as "Mr. Republican."

The United States was very m uch 
against going to war before it joined 
the fight. A poll in  1939 revealed 
that 94 percent of Americans were 
against going to war w ith Germany.

fillSllylitllii.Hi... Itiifil..li............. i..... ........ .

All I c a n  te ll  y o u  is  t h a t  

n o n e  o f  t h i s  m ig h t  h a v e  
e v e r  h a p p e n e d  if w e  h a d  

l i s t e n e d  to  t h e  a n t i - w a r  

s e n t i m e n t  o f  a  

R e p u b l i c a n  S e n a t o r  
n a m e d  R o b e r t  T a f t.

Just like our current Republican pres
ident had to  convince the people of 
America to go to war, the 
Democratic president of the time, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, had to build a 
strong case for war based on limited 
inform ation. He cited Japanese pres
sure on the Philippines and German 
expansion in Europe as reasons for 
war. It was Pearl Harbor tha t finally 
gave Americans enough reason, and 
even tha t never explained why we 
should fight in  Europe. America did 
n o t w ant to  go to war. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt told them  they had to do 
it w hether they wanted to  or not.

Senator Taft did n o t believe that 
Nazi Germany posed enough of a 
threat to America to  justify war. He 
was quoted in 1940 as saying, "there 
is a good deal more danger of the. 
infiltration of totalitarian ideas from 
the New Deal circle in W ashington 
than  there will ever be from any 
activities of...the Nazi bund." The 
th ing  tha t Senator Taft feared above 
all else was tha t going to war against 
Nazi Germany m eant helping 
Com m unist Russia, which was under 
attack from Germany. He believed 
this would be a grave mistake. He 
said in  1941 "the victory of com m u
nism... would be far more dangerous 
th an  the victory of fascism." He also 
said tha t "War, is worse even th an  a 
German victory." He was right.

We did defeat the socialist Nazis, - 
but that was not as complete a victory, 
as it would have seemed. The socialist 
threat still remained long after VE day 
and VJ day. Soon after the end of the 
war, we began to realize that 
Communist Russia was a far greater 
socialist threat than Germany had ever 
been. Franklin Roosevelt had made the 
greatest mistake of the 20th century. 
Fighting socialism cost trillions of dol

lars and millions of lives and still 
endangers us today. We fought social
ism in Korea and Vietnam. The aggres
sion of socialism nearly destroyed us all 
in nuclear war. It killed millions in 
Cambodia. It spread through the world 
like a disease, taking with it life, prop
erty, and individual freedom.

Socialist Russia supported Saddam 
Hussein's rise to power and created 
the very foe we are fighting today.
The rifles that fire on our troops in 
Iraq were developed and produced by 
Russia. The rocket-propelled grenades 
that shoot down our helicopters were 
developed and produced by Russia. 
The tactics that the enemy uses were 
developed and perfected by our 
Communist enemies in  Vietnam. 
Though I have supported the war in 
Iraq from day one, I do not find the 
anti-war sentim ent to be a surprise 
and I have never believed it to be 
anti-American. All I can tell you is 
that none of this m ight have ever 
happened if we had listened to the 
anti-war sentiment of a Republican 
Senator named Robert Taft.
MARCUS MCDUFFIE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

W h a t  t o  d o ?  A r r e s t  t h e  p a r e n t s

RONNIE POLANECZKY
KNIGHT RIDDER NEWSPAPERS_______

I have three words to say about the 
Michael Jackson imbroglio: Arrest the 
parents.

Because, no matter the answer to 
the big question of this case -  that is, 
did Jackson molest a child? -  the other 
question we ought to be asking is this:

W hat kind of parents let their kid 
get w ithin three miles of this weirdo?

Maybe the kind of parents who 
d o n 't know  that, 10 years ago, 
Jackson settled a m ultimillion-dollar 
child-m olestation case.

Or that he confessed in a TV docu
mentary to sharing his bedroom with 
young visitors to his hom e/day-care cen
ter, Neverland, because, as he has said, 
"It's very charming. It's very sweet."

Or tha t he dangled his infant son 
off a hotel balcony to amuse the 
paparazzi below.

But something tells me that those 
who know Jackson well enough to 
allow their kid to spend time at his 
house have heard the same allegations 
and declarations that the rest of us have.

Yet for some reason, they let their

kid hang at Mikey's house anyway. 
W hat, the only play date they can 
arrange for their child is w ith a 45- 
year-old man?

Yeah, I know -  "innocent until 
proven guilty." And Jackson's never been 
proven guilty ofa nything. Even of whit

tling his nose like it was carving wood.
So maybe the parents who let 

th e ir kids scam per th rough  
Neverland - and there are scores of 
them , though no t all their children 
are inv ited  to  sleep over - tru ly  
believe Jackso n  is just a delightfully

idiosyncratic naif, m isunderstood 
and judged by people with m inds too 
dirty to imagine th a t anything but 
innocent fun happens in  his world.

But bad th ings d o n 't  have to 
happen  to  im agine, justifiably, th a t 
they  could.

That's why parents get charged with 
reckless endangerm ent for leaving their 
young kids in a locked car while they 
party. Or hom e alone, unattended, 
while they work extra hours on the job.

Even if no th ing  awful befalls the 
child, the bigger poin t is tha t it could 
have. As parents, we're expected to 
know that and act accordingly.

If th e  m om s an d  dads of 
Jackson 's p laym ates d o n 't  know  
this, they 're  n o t fit to  raise the  ch il
dren  they 've  been blessed w ith.

And if they  do, we need to  ask: 
W hy are th ey  p u ttin g  th e ir ch il
dren  in  harm 's way?

If it's because they're too blinded 
by Jackson's wealth and fame, well, 
that's another reason they should be 
on  the unfit list.

And if Jackson is convicted, I say 
we charge the parents, too.

As accomplices.



P e o p l e  h a v e  b e c o m e  

s o  o b s e s s e d  w ith  

g ifts . G e t t in g  a n d  
g iv in g  h a s  n e v e r  

b e e n  s o  difficult.

B l a c k  F r i d a y :  

t h e  f i r s t  s i g n  

o f  m a d n e s s

NICOLE AGRUDA 
EDITORIAL BOARD__________

For the average college stu
dent, there are not a lot of 
glamorous jobs out there. If 
you need flexible hours your 
best bet is food service or 
retail. The hours and the ran
dom  shifts make it easy to  get 
these types of jobs and the 
meager benefits they offer. 
But they have definite draw
backs, especially during the 
holiday season.

Having a job th a t 
requires interaction w ith the

public takes a toll on a person 
after a while. It's no wonder 
tha t turnover for customer 
service jobs is high. The m ad
ness tha t the Christmas sea
son has become only elevates 
the tension.

W hile conversing w ith 
m y friend about his job, he 
to ld  me "retail over 
Christm as is hell. The 
Christm as spirit is diluted 
w ith  selfish requests for 
gifts." As insightful as this 
inform ation is, I th ink  a clos
er look at what this holiday 
has become is at hand.

The day after Thanks
giving, for example, is known

to those in  the retail world as 
Black Friday. It boils down to 
a nasty day of rabid shoppers 
looking for the best deals. 
Remember the  Tickle Me 
Elmo fiasco of the late '90s? I 
was working at one of my 
first jobs and the people were 
angry monsters. Pushing and 
shoving each other for what? 
A red puppet? Now, that's no t 
really in the holiday spirit.

My friend had some words 
to offer on how the customer 
never knows what to buy for 
their beloved ones and expects 
the person who works there to 
figure out what they should 
buy. "I had a customer verbal
ly attack me because Josh 
Groban did no t have a 
Christmas album. As if I work 
for his record company."

Remember, the keyword is 
service. Customer service. Not 
servant. Customers often get 
violent. Yes, verbally and phys
ically violent with the employ
ees and w ith each other 
because I have witnessed it all.

At the same store where I 
lived out the Tickle Me Elmo 
dram a, the  Furby frenzy 
caused a 6 a.m. traum a when 
a wom an had to  be taken 
away in  an  am bulance 
because someone opened a 
door in her face, nearly 
knocking her out.

I myself have been spit 
on, called names, and came 
about one inch from being 
smacked in the face. How's 
th a t for "the custom er is 
always right"?

People have become so 
obsessed w ith gifts. Getting 
and giving has never been so 
difficult.

I th ink  we should all take 
a step back and th ink  about 
w hat we've created. It's crazy 
and it almost makes me hate 
the season. But when I see 
the cute snow on Christmas 
Eve and hear Christm as 
songs, I fall in  love with the 
season again and try to  block 
out all of th e  shopping 
demons.

If snow and bygone-era 
carols don 't do it for you, you 
can always head on over to 
Border's Cafe and order a 
Mocha and a pizza pretzel. It 
m ight just be enough to 
w arm  you up  and soothe 
your tired shopping soul.



' H e a d s  v s .  F e d s '  d e b a t e s  

s u p p o r t  f o r  m a r i j u a n a

MATTHEW L. CUDDEBACK 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

As the audience filed in-parents, governm ent 
officials, and college students-one th ing was 
on everyone's mind: marijuana.

"Heads Vs. Feds," a teleconference spon
sored by Phi Theta Kappa, focused on the 
legalization of marijuana for medicinal pur
poses. The 50 plus participants settled into 
their seats Tuesday night waiting for Steven 
Hager Editor-in-Chief of High Times 
Magazine and Robert Stutman, a retired DEA 
agent credited w ith over 15,000 arrests. Dr. 
Billy R. Martin, Professor and Chairm an of 
the  D epartm ent of Pharm acology and 
Toxicology at the Virginia Comm onwealth 
University would join them  later.

Hager quickly won over the majority of 
the crowd com m enting on how it may be 
true tha t marijuana is habit forming but so is 
alcohol, hence alcohol should have been 
declared illegal long before marijuana.

"700,000 people are arrested in marijuana 
related cases a year," Stutman said. Most of 
the participants that phoned in  with com
m ents as well as the immediate audience 
seemed to  agree more w ith Hager's pro-legal- 
ization statements than  Stutman's anti legal
ization beliefs. They especially liked his statis
tically proven statement; "People who tested 
positive for Marijuana are in fewer car acci
dents than  those who were not under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol."

Part way through the debate, Dr. Billy R. 
M artin com m ented on the medical and. sci-

“ Y o u  n e e d  t o  p u t  a s i d e  y o u r  

b i n g e  d r in k in g  a n d  b r e a k f a s t  
b o n g  h i t s  a n d  f o c u s  o n  y o u r  

c o l l e g e  s t u d i e s  a n d  m a k e  a  

life  f o r  y o u r s e l f . ”

STEVEN HAGER 
EDITOR, HIGH TIMES

entific aspects of the drug. "THC (A com- 
pound that is the primary intoxicant in m ar
ijuana and hashish.) is responsible for all of 
marijuana's effects," a relatively new break- 
through in  the study of marijuana and its 
effects on  the hum an body.

Martin went on to say that it has been 
found that there are what is known as endoge
nous cannabinoids in the brain, meaning that 
there is something built into our brains that is 
specifically for the inhalation of cannabis. 
Many people called in and discussed the idea 
of testing the effects of marijuana on terminal
ly ill hospital patients to see if it does in fact 
have positive effects medicinally. Everyone 
involved in this debate seemed to agree in 
varying extents with Hager's comment; "I 
don 't think you can scientifically substantiate 
the gateway theory." Then he went on to say, 
"The true gateway drug is tobacco."

"You need to put aside your binge drinking 
and breakfast bong hits and focus on your col
lege studies and make a life for yourself," he said.

S p i r i t u a l i t y  o f  n a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  

e n c o m p a s s e s  a l l  o f  l i f e ' s  l e a r n i n g s

JENNIFER CASADAY 
STAFF WRITER_____________

Do the earth, the sky and all 
their contents still hold a 
place in  today's religious 
beliefs? Unfortunately, the 
answer is no, according to 
Brian Corbiere, of the Ottawa 
Bodiwatami Ojibwa clan.

"It seems as though reli
gious beliefs held today have 
been tainted by material items 
and ideas,' Corbiere said dur
ing a presentation of the 
Native American Language 
and Spirituality held at NMC 
Monday, Nov. 24.

"The white m an forced 
my ancestors to conform to 
their religious beliefs," 
Corbiere said. For decades 
Indians were forced to prac
tice their language and spiri
tual ways in secrecy. Until 
1981 when  the Pope  traveled

all the way from Rome to a 
reservation in  Canada to 
apologize to  the Native 
American people for perm it
ting the church to force their 
beliefs on them .

The Pope granted permis
sion for Corbiere's people to 
seek out their spiritual ways. 
"My people have found their 
spirituality and they are finally 
finding the peace with in 
themselves," he said with a 
smile.

Speaking in his native 
tongue Corbiere introduced 
himself as Eibamikowe, from 
the lodge where three fires 
burn. "Eibamikowe is my true 
name, in English it means one 
who leaves impressions, not 
like impressions in the dirt, 
but impressions in people.

And the  lodge where 
three fires burn is another 
reference -- to  - -m y - - clan,"

Corbiere explained to  his 
audience of 15.

Displayed before him  on a 
brightly colored blanket was 
what Corbiere referred to as his 
bun dle. A bundle consists of 
everything that is learned from 
experience and earned from 
the Great Spirit. "Anything 
that is learned throughout life 
is spiritual," Corbiere said.

If you learn how to make 
a good long burning fire then 
a fire stone would be placed 
in your bundle symbolizing 
your accom plishm ent. In 
death, a person's bundle 
becomes a testim ony of their 
life while on earth.

"No bundle is identical to 
another because the path for 
every person leads in a differ
en t direction," Corbiere said. 
There are however, two items 
that can  be found in every 
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L a n g u a g e  b o o m  s w e e p s  c o l l e g e s

(KRT) In an increasingly global 
economy, and as terrorism and 
war bring world events home, 
American students have 
returned to the study of foreign 
languages in record numbers.

According to  a study 
released Thursday by the 
Modern Language Association, 
1.4 million American college 
students are enrolled in foreign 
language study, the most since 
the group conducted its first 
survey in 1958.

Since 1998, the num ber of 
students enrolled in foreign 
language courses has jumped 
17.9 percent. The percentage 
of college students taking such 
courses has risen to  8.7 
percent, the highest it's been 
since .1972.

Students say the study of 
languages is more than  just 
an exercise in  verb tenses and 
vocabulary. Rather, it's a 
window into  another culture.

"Through German I'm  
getting a better understanding 
of Germany and the reunifi
cation process," said Aaron 
Miller, a freshman at the Uni
versity of Illinois at Chicago.

Study of some languages 
has risen sharply. Since 1998, 
enrollment in Arabic has in
creased 92.5 percent and Bibli
cal Hebrew was up 59 percent.

"I th ink  no doubt it's the 
interest in  global issues," said 
Rosemary Feal, executive 
director of the association. 
"The world is smaller, and 
people are m uch more aware 
of the need to expand their   learning beyond the border of the U.S."

Even w ith the jump, 
foreign language study in

“It is  l e a r n in g  t h e  

l a n g u a g e ,  b u t  it is  

a l s o  b e c o m i n g  

c u l tu r a l ly  l i t e r a t e ”

DAG MAR LORENZ 
GERMANIC STUDIES 

PROFESSOR

America lags behind Europe, 
where language study begins 
as early as age 5, and high 
school graduates are proficient 
in two languages.

"The good news is we 
seemed to have bottom ed out 
on our sustained three-decade 
decline in  language acqui
sition," said David Ward, the 
British-born president of the 
American Council on 
Education and the former 
chancellor of the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison.

The study notes that 
although Spanish, French and 
German still dominate the aca
demic landscape, colleges have 
broadened offerings, teaching 
148 languages in  2002, 
compared with 137 in 1998.

"It's great in  terms of 
educating students in a global 
way," said Larry Schehr, a pro
fessor of French at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana- 
Champaign. Education experts 
said schools witnessed 
dramatic increases in language 
enrollment during the 1960s.

concerns, the need to translate 
foreign technical journals and 
analyze intelligence data, 
prompted students to study

Russian and other Eastern 
European languages.

Though the 2001 terrorist 
attacks inspired part of the 
current increase, experts said 
Americans understand  the  
need for deeper cultural 
understanding.

"It is learning the lan
guage, bu t it is also becoming 
culturally  literate," said 
Dagmar Lorenz, a professor 
in  the  departm en t of 
Germ anic studies at UIC. 
"Because just knowing the 
words and sentences really is 
no t tha t helpful if you don 't 
know the larger context."

UIC's German department 
undergraduate enrollment rose 
to 422 students in 2003, from 
309 students in 2001.

Elizabeth Loentz, an assis
tant professor at UIC, said stu
dents interested in the Euro
pean Union and the global eco
nom y are majoring in German 
with a minor in business.

The growth in the number 
of students studying Arabic at 
schools like Northwestern Uni
versity has prompted adminis
trators to add classes.

At Northwestern, enroll
ment increased to around 60 
students this year-up from 17 
students in 2000.

Lynn Whitcomb, a lecturer 
for African and Asian languages 
at Northwestern, said a more 
diverse group of students is 
studying Arabic.

"It seems there are all 
sorts of people w ho w ant to

Distributed by Knight Ridder/ 
Tribune Information Services.







T i p s ,  t r i c k s  f o r  s a v i n g  m o n e y  o n  t e x t b o o k s

B u y  u s e d  b o o k s  

a n d  b u y  o n l i n e

FILLIP SCHRETTER 
C -EDITOR_________________

College students and their 
parents know: paying tuition 
is just the beginning. After 
paying for tu ition another 
several hundred dollars are 
spent on  textbooks. However, 
college students can take the 
edge off buying textbooks by 
buying smart.

U s e d  t e x t b o o k s
The oldest of all "tricks" is 

to buy used textbooks. Used 
textbooks cost significantly less 
than new ones and after all 
contain the same information. 
Besides, used textbooks are 
often as good as new and con
tain little or no highlighting. 
Students that don't insist on 
having the newest in textbooks 
can save an easy 25 percent 
when buying used textbooks at 
NMC's Bookstore. The savings 
on an $80 purchase are $20 by 
buying a used book.

A good idea too is to 
preorder books at www.nmc. 
edu/bookstore. Preordering

B u y in g  a  t e x t b o o k ’s  

i n t e r n a t io n a l  e d i t io n  

is  l ik e  b u y in g  d r u g s  

in C a n a d a . . .

no t only saves time but also 
gives students first priority 
on used books.

B u y in g  o n l in e
Savings may be even 

greater when buying online. 
While the Bookstore prices are 
competitive for new books, 
used books are usually cheaper 
online. Online used booksellers 
compete directly against each 
other, driving down prices to 
the benefit of students.

To take full advantage of 
the online price advantage, 
students may choose to visit 
used book search engines. For 
example, ISBN.nu (h ttp :// 
isbn.nu/) allows users to 
search for used books by 
author, title, subject or ISBN. 
ISBN.nu helps compare new 
and used book prices between 
14 online bookstores. While 
ISBN.nu can be helpful, it is

always a good idea to visit the 
big used book marketplaces 
Amazon.com and Half.com. 
Both tend to be more current 
than  ISBN.nu and may have 
book listings that were not 
included in ISBN.nu's search.

P r e v i o u s  e d i t i o n s
A nother way to  save 

m oney on textbooks is to buy 
the previous editions. Often 
the used book market gets 
swamped with the previous 
edition of a textbook. These 
textbooks can be purchased 
for next to nothing. Finding 
textbooks for less than  $10 is 
not uncomm on.

However, here's a word of 
caution: students should make 
sure that their teachers will let 
them  use the previous edition. 
While the content often does 
not change significantly from 
one edition to the next, 
exercises may. Therefore 
students may elect to contact 
their teacher early and check 
whether they truly need the 
newest edition, or the 
previous might just do.

R i s k s  o f  b u y in g  o n l in e
W hen buying textbooks 

online there are a couple pit-

G ET G O O D  SER V ICE 
FR O M  Y O U R  G O O D  

N E IG H B O R .
WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.

Don’t trust just anyone for your 
insurance and financial needs, 

see me.
Todd R Hart, CPCU

Traverse City, MI 
231-946-8790

•Just 1/2 Mile W of M22 on Cherry
Bend Rd.

About half of all students pay for textbooks themselves. In private Universities 
parents have to pay for the difference not covered by financial aid.

falls to watch out for. Recently, 
the number of sellers that 
intentionally list books under 
the wrong ISBN has increased. 
The International Standard 
Book Number is a code that 
uniquely identifies a specific 
edition (e.g. fourth/fifth, hard
cover/paperback) of a book.

To avoid unwelcome sur
prises, students should read the 
comments section of a book 
listing carefully to avoid order
ing the wrong edition. In 
addition, the comments sec-

SOURCE: KRT CAMPUS/STUDENT MONITOR

tion often reveals that the book 
is the "international edition." 
International editions are 
normally identical in content 
but are paperbacks. Buying a 
textbook's international edi
tion is like buying drugs in 
Canada and can save money. 
However, buyers should watch 
out for sellers that try to 
overcharge. International edi
tions should be significantly 
cheaper than  the domestic 
edition of the book.

http://www.nmc


C a d i l l a c  c a m p u s
continued  from page  1

Kathleen Guy, Executive 
Director of College Relations) 
Foundation, explained tha t ,  
the building was a World War 
II building. Bringing the 
building up to  current 
standards would require a 
significant investment.

Guy further explained that 
"It would be inappropriate to 
use Grand Traverse County tax 
support to create a facility."

The Cadillac campus 
originally opened in 1987. The 
college's goal then was to offer 
local education options for 
Wexford county residents. 
Interest in the program was 
high initially with 286 students 
but dropped in recent years. 
The availability of online 
courses may also have created 
an internal competition

— —

" T h i s  g e o g r a p h i c  

a r e a  c o u ld  s u p p o r t  

tw o  c o l l e g e s . ”

ROBERT VANDELLEN 
VICE PRESIDENT ACADEMICS 

BAKER COLLEGE

between NMC's FLO online 
courses and the Cadillac 
offering. Guy pointed out that 
"students have a lot more 
choices and options today."

Baker College, for example, 
opened its campus in Cadillac 
in 1986. Since then, it has 
grown to 40 acres and almost 
1400 students. Robert 
VanDellen, Vice President of 
Academic at Baker College 
Cadillac commented on the

closing of the NMC Cadillac 
Campus saying that

"This geographic area 
could support two colleges."

VanDellen did not consi
der NMC direct competition.

"Baker offers certificate 
programs, two-year and four- 
year degrees," VanDellen said.

He also pointed out that 
students who attend Baker 
have a specific career objective.

"In some ways we are 
competing but we also have 
different markets," VanDellen 
explained.

Overall he considered the 
closing a sad event.

While the final word on 
the closing is up to the Board 
of Trustees, it is expected that 
the members will follow the 
president's recommendation, 
Guy said.

M a i l e d  g r a d e s

the service exclusively, while m any others 
also registered on-line or in-person. The 
service is inexpensive to m aintain, however, a 
significant investm ent would be needed to 
upgrade the hard-drive system very soon, 
according to Taberski. NMC's phone num ber 
of 995-1100 will be used for information 
regarding daily cancelled classes only.
"It's a sign of the times," Taberski said, "We're 
trying to stay current and go with the flow for

changes and better processes." As more people 
have access to the web, many schools are 
converting to the practice of posting grades 
only over the web and have found that students 
readily adjust to the change. Taberski is 
concerned many students do not know about 
the mass e-mails NMC uses to inform students. 
About ten percent of the messages she sends 
bounce back to her. "It would be wonderful if all 
students updated their preferred e-mail 
addresses so they could receive these messages."

C e n t e r  f o r  L e a r n i n g  r e n o v a t i o n s
continued from page 1 
The test rooms have glass 
windows so we can monitor 
students from the floor as well. 
The traditional way to deal 
with cheaters is we fill out a 
form that says what occurred, 
what the student's name is, 
w hat the testing guidelines 
were and which guideline was 
broken. Then we inform the 
student that the form will be 
sent to the instructor."

Collins said tha t the 
am ount of cheating that is 
caught in the C4L is equitable 
to tha t of a classroom. 
W hether that's because people 
are getting away with it, or 
people just don't cheat, she 
said she d idn 't know. But 
regardless, next summer the 
library will be undergoing 
some renovations, and cheat
ing will become a lot harder.

"[Under the  current 
plans] the testing room will 
be at least twice as large, 
which should enable us to

“C h e a t in g  l e t s  

s t u d e n t s  g e t  g r a d e s  

t h e y  d o n ’t  d e s e r v e .

ENOCH HAVEN 
STUDENT

put all of the test takers in 
ones spot. The new room will 
be all glass and will only have 
one door. There will be larger 
partitions between students 
and the check-in station will 
be right outside the doors to 
the test room. We will also 
have lockers for test takers to 
place their th ings in  for 
security," Collins said.

These extra provisions 
against cheating are not the 
only reason that the C4L is 
being renovated; in actuality 
the whole library will be 
remodeled this summer as 
construction on campus nears 
completion. But cheating is a

serious matter in any academic 
institution both for instructors 
and for students.

"Cheating lets students get 
grades they don 't deserve. 
W hether its downloading 
papers or anything else online, 
I think there's a growing 
culture of it, mainly in high 
school but even in college... 
people just don't feel guilty 
about it. If there's any way to 
limit it, good. But I think it 
relates more to a lack of 
morality in school culture," 
said Enoch Haven, student.

"I d o n 't th in k  anyone 
w ould go to too m uch 
trouble to cheat. I th ink the 
honor system is probably 
holding up like it should. I 
know on some online tests 
like in FLO courses it's easy to 
cheat by taking it open book. 
But I d o n 't th in k  it's a 
problem  as long as the 
studen t w ants to  learn 
som ething," Jon  Timm, a 
Music major at NMC, said.











GARRET ELLISON 
STAFF WRITER

T om Wright knew and used photography very well 
indeed. To use the words of Ian 'Mac' McLagen, Tom's 

friend and one time member of the Faces and the Rolling 
Stones; "The fly on the wall is finally being honored."

On Nov. 13, at the Dennos Museum Center, Wright 
received the recognition he deserved. At 6 p.m. almost 400 VIPs 
and ticketed guests gathered to attend the reception debut of: 
Knew & Used Photography, the Tom Wright collection.

And what a collection it was. There were pictures cover
ing the walls and hanging from the ceiling, pictures that cap
tured the moment of the late '60s-e arly ' 70s rock scene that 
Wright had been a part of. "The quality and diversity of the 
pictures was amazing!" said Erin Erik, elementary-education 
major. The prints are all shot on grainy black and white film 
and reflect the haphazard nature of the times. There are shots 
onstage, backstage, on the road, in hotel rooms and more. 
Wright would use the hotel bathroom as a makeshift dark- 
room, developing and printing soon after taking the shots. 
Because time was always scarce, Wright had to be a master at 
the art of black and white developing procedure. "By the 
time you found a phone book to look up a photo lab, the 
band was on the road to the next show." Wright said.

"Tom had the uncanny ability to make pictures with 
the barest of essentials" Joe Walsh said. Walsh was unable to 
attend the festivities because his home was in danger from 
the fires raging across the southwest. He did make it via a 
video presentation however.

As an old friend of Pete Townshend from The Who, 
Wright traveled with the band on the road and pho
tographed them as an insider to the exclusive environment 
of rock bands. During his travels Wright came across the 
Grande Ballroom in Detroit and sensed the magical interac
tion between the bands and the fans that occurred on that 
stage. He stayed on and managed the Grande for several 
years, taking pictures, gaining access and making friends 
with bands like The Who, The Rolling Stones, Faces with 
Rod Stewart, The James Gang, The Eagles, and Led Zeppelin.

Wright spoke about his tours with The Who, their first con
cert, the atmosphere of the Grande, and one funny story in par
ticular. Wright recounted an incident where the plane he was 
on with The Who was chased down the runway by a guy in a 
station wagon with a gun. Nobody had a clue until it was 
revealed that the gun-toting maniac was the father of someone 
Keith Moon, the drummer, had been with the night before.

This was the atmosphere of the times and it was 
reflected in the work.

Some of Wright's old time friends from the music busi- 
ness-David Teegarden of the Silver Bullet Band, Ian McLagen of 
the Faces, John R. Payne, an appraiser of the collection, and 
Rick Coates as the moderator-convened on the Milliken stage 
for a panel discussion about the old times after the reception.


