
V O L X X  N O  11

N e w  P D  c e n t e r  

g e t s  $ $  a n d  n a m e

A $500,000 gift from Hagerty Insurance of Traverse City has 
resulted in the naming of the new conference center at the 
Great Lakes Campus.

"Lifelong learning and professional development have 
been an im portant part of our success," Kim Hagerty, CEO, 
said, "and this new facility will enhance professional devel
opm ent opportunities for our entire region."

The Hagerty gift is part of a $2.95 million campaign to 
complete construction of NMC's Great Lakes Campus. "The 
generosity of the Hagerty family will help us make valuable 
new learning experiences available to our comm unity," NMC 
President Timothy Nelson said. "We hope to make this region 
a destination for learning as well as recreation.

The Center is a state-of-the-art venue for lifelong learning 
on the waterfront in the east wing of NMC's Great Lakes 
Campus - p roviding conferencing facilities for local, regional, 
national, and international groups.

The Hagerty Center will be officially open after the Grand 
Opening of the Great Lakes Campus on Wednesday, April 21, 
when public tours will be available from 3 to 7 p.m. For more 
information about the Hagerty Center, call 231 995-1146.
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If you are on a tight schedule to finish 
up classes, want to save some money 
and like taking online courses, then 
Credit for Prior Learning may be the 
way to customize your schedule.

The Records office offers numerous 
Credit for Prior Learning options that 
accommodate the needs of non-tradi- 
tional or highly self-motivated students.

For example, CollegeBoard the 
organization tha t also administers 
Advanced Placement (AP) exams and 
SAT tests offers CLEP (College-Level 
Examination Program) tests. There 
are two types of tests, general and 
subject specific, yet not all colleges 
and universities accept all tests. NMC 
for example only accepts subject mat-

ter tests. Carol Taberski, Interim  
Director of Admissions and Registrar, 
explained that the general exams did 
not seem specific enough and did not 
go far enough in depth.

Students that choose to take CLEP 
tests can still choose from a wide variety 
of subjects. NMC for example accepts

business related test such as marketing 
and accounting, math tests like college 
algebra and foreign language tests.

To take a CLEP test, students have 
to sign up in the registration office 
w ith Kathy Sedlacek, Testing 
Coordinator. A $15 non-refundable 
testing center fee is due at sign up 
while the remaining $50 for the actu
al test can be paid the day of. Tests 
take 90 m inutes and are computer- 
based multiple-choice tests.

While taking one test and getting 
up to 12 hours worth of class credits 
may seem easy that is far from the truth.

"The test propably would be 
dem anding for studen ts w ithout 
prior knowledge of the subject," com
m ented Asela Perera, CIS student on 
the CLEP M anagement test.

H o w e v e r ; ,p re p a ra t io n  materi

als are available from several book pub
lishers. And for students with a basic 
understanding of the subject studying 
with a prep book may do the trick.

"Having taken related clases and 
after reading the the independently 
published study guide the test was 
fairly simple," said Perera.

Even if no CLEP test is available for 
a student's subject of expertise, there is 
help. Competency Assessment for 
Credit is the next best thing to CLEP. 
Students that require class credit but 
already know the subject may try and 
talk an instructor into administering a 
test or tests to asses their knowledge. 
After passing the test(s) the student is 
then granted class credit.

Competency Assessment for Credit 
is slightly more expensive than CLEP 
'C ontinued on pajje 8 •



F r o m  t h e  S t a f f  

S p r i n g  b r e a k  o r  b u s t

Ah, spring break! Were you able to 
relax and enjoy your time off before 
NMC heads into the final weeks of the 
semester? If you are a student at NMC 
and the University Center you 
probably didn't.

Students that take classes at the 
University Center and at NMC 
effectively don 't get a spring break. 
While NMC's spring break is aligned 
with the spring break for Traverse 
City Area Public Schools (TCAPS), 
the University Center partner's 
spring breaks are not.

This means that students who 
attend NMC and the University 
Center at the same time do not get a 
break from classes. W hen students 
have a week off from the University 
Center, classes are in session at NMC 
and vice versa.

NMC's classes align with TCAPS 
to give non-traditional students a 
chance to be home when their

children are also on break. This 
arrangement began Spring 1995 and 
worked relatively well so far. Yet, as 
the pressure on students to pursue 
advanced degrees increases, the 
system gets out of balance.

This misalignment of spring 
breaks creates a problem for the 
students for whom this arrangement 
was originally created.

Non-traditional students that 
either have families or work full-time 
or both, miss out on a chance to 
relax and regain energy drained by 
dreary winter days and intensive 
school work.

Some students decide to skip 
school for a week to make up for the 
break lost. For example, in a class I 
am taking from Ferris State 
University, four out of the 24 
students in class told the professor 
they would miss class during NMC's 
spring break. I contemplated doing

the same during break from Ferris, 
since my class load is greater, 
however decided against missing my 
NMC classes.

It should not have to be a choice 
between bad and worse. Instead,
NMC should enter negotiations with 
the University Center partners to find 
a solution. With as rising non- 
traditional student population, it 
seems appropriate to have NMC's 
spring break coincide with TCAPS but 
the college should be open to 
reconsidering. Hopefully the college 
can find an arrangement under which 
the University Center partners realign 
their break with NMC's.

Either way, students deserve a 
spring break as much as the 
instructors; especially students that 
have a job and their children to worry 
about too.
FILLIP SCHRETTER
CO-EDITOR

EDITORIAL CARTOON SUBMITTED BY BRYAN WILLIAMS, VISUAL COMMUNICATIONS STUDENT.



C o m m e n t a r y

F a n t a s y  g e e k s  d r e a m  o f  m o r e  s u c h  m o v i e s

Scant years ago the concept of a 
successful, award-winning fantasy 
film was a laughable idea. Fantasy 
was a camp-ridden genre, the stuff 
of pimply-faced Dungeons &
Dragons nerds sequestered in their 
parents basements. It was not the 
stuff of legendary cinema.

However, the world has 
changed. In the wake of the 'Lord 
of the Rings' bombastic success at 
the box office (not to m ention 
eleven substantial wins at the 
Oscars) the very definition of the 
fantasy film has been revised. But 
the question remains: will fantasy 
filmmakers learn from the mistakes 
of their past, or is 'Lord of the Rings' 
destined to be a Utopian oasis amid 
a desert of paltry sword-and-sorcery 
escapades? The answer may be both 
yes and no.

In truth, there have been several 
fantasy films over the years that have 
managed to produce memorable 
characters and audience-enticing 
storylines. Such endeavors as 
'Willow' and 'The Dark Crystal' are 
notable in that they are successful, 
albeit shamelessly underground,

S o  will f a n t a s y  m o v ie s  
r i s e  a b o v e  t h e  t r i e d  a n d  
t i r e d  s t e r e o t y p e s  a n d  
b e c o m e  t h e  n e x t  b ig  f a d  
to  i n v a d e  o u r  h a p l e s s  
c i n e m a s ?

portrayals or fantasy realms replete 
with archetypal imagery and 
thought-inducing scripts.

Then there are the less successful, 
but still notable attempts to capture 
fantasy on film. 'Legend' (featuring a 
delightfully malevolent performance 
by Tim Curry) is a beautifully 
produced, if marginally underwritten, 
cinematic fantasy. The 'Conan' films, 
while they do ascribe to the long- 
lauded standbys of loincloths, 
glistening pectorals and hefty 
broadswords, nonetheless featured 
some competent storytelling. And 
'Ladyhawk,' though reviled by some, is 
acknowledged as a relatively

formidable trek into the fantasy genre.
But for every 'Willow,' for every 

'Dark Crystal' there are a score of 
'Quest of the Delta Knights,' 'Hawk 
the Slayer's, and 'Krull's, films that 
butcher fantasy as neatly as if it were 
a trussed pig. And if these cited 
examples seem a tad archaic, one 
only needs to look to such recent 
travesties as 'Dungeons & Dragons 
(the movie) and 'Kull the 
Conqueror' to realize that fantasy 
has yet to achieve cinematic 
perfection and respect outside a few 
choice productions.

So will fantasy rise above its 
sordid past to dominate the world of 
cinema even as it has seized control of 
popular literature? One can only 
hope. However, if upcoming releases 
are anything to judge by, the prospects 
of the energetic moviegoer seem dim. 
Though the 'Shrek' films offer a 
decidedly twisted and ingenious 
escape, they cannot be considered 
proper fantasy movies. We also have 
'Harry Potter and the Prisoner of 
Azkaban' to look forward to, and 
although they have failed to gamer 
the significant praise 'Lord of the

Rings' so effortlessly inspired, the films 
inspired by J.K Rowling's enchanting 
books have nonetheless proven to be 
considerable fantasy outings.

However, Potter aside we (the 
fantasy movie going public) must 
subsist on such sub-par offerings as 
'Ella Enchanted' and the upcoming 
dramatization of the popular 
'Dungeon Siege' video games, at 
least until another adaptation of a 
legendary fantasy series is 
undertaken. Rumour has it that 
Ursula K. LeGuin's epic 'Earthsea' 
trilogy will soon be debuting as a 
made-for-television serial on the Sci- 
Fi channel. Not the most prestigious 
venue, perhaps, but a solid, original 
tale nonetheless (assuming that it is 
told with skill).

So will fantasy movies rise 
above the tried and tired stereotypes 
and become the next big fad to 
invade our hapless cinemas? The 
current track record portends against 
it. Still, us fantasy geeks can always 
dream.
SCOTTCOUTURIER
STAFF WRITER



one interruption creates a 
flux in your financial situa
tion and causes you to live 
beyond your means, then 
your credit cards flare up 
like a California forest fire.

The funny thing about it, 
is that the major credit card 
companies, like VISA, 
MasterCard and Discover are 
much nicer than the little 
banks that issue the store 
credit cards.

Funny, because I owe 
Discover a few thousand more 
than I owe Victoria's Secret, 
yet those crazy WFNNB folks 
call 8 a.m. until 9 p.m. 
Monday through Sunday.

Of course I decided that I 
needed two jobs to get these 
people to stop calling. Another 
humorous point, is that they 
keep sending applications for 
more cards through the mail.

Am I proud of my situa
tion? No. But do I feel like a 
financial outcast? Not in the 
least. I've seen too many ads 
and commercials for getting 
out of debt, so that must 
mean that the rest of the 
country is in debt too. 
Actually, the whole country 
is, but somehow I don 't think 
the national deficit is the 
same as a trip to the mall. 
"Yeah, Honduras, we'll just 
charge those bananas to our 
Visa," or "Thanks, Saudi 
Arabia, put that crude oil on 
our American Express."

Now I'm working my way 
out of debt and I know that 
what those wise old people 
told me about credit cards is 
true. That's why I was so over
come with joy when I cut two 
of them up the other night.

My advice to all of you is 
the same as that of my elders: 
credit cards are nothing but 
trouble. Stay away from them.

If you currently have 
them  cut them  up and just 
pay them  off.

If you're too afraid to cut 
them  up, try hiding them  
from yourself, or write tacky 
messages on them  with a 
large-tip Sharpie. Tactics like 
that might keep you from 
handing a cashier your card, 
but be warned the embarrass
m ent may not long.

If all else fails, I guess you 
can learn from your mistakes 
just as I have. I can't wait 'til 
the day I can proclaim debt- 
free at  last, debt-free at l a s t .

and 11 credit cards later, 
wishing that I had heeded 
the advice of my elders.

I guess you can't truly learn 
without experience. That said, I 
wish I were having less of an 
experience. But you know how 
expensive tuition and books 
can be, not to mention some, 
uh, clothes, shoes and other 
various accessories.

I do not expect anyone to 
feel sorry for me, as I incurred 
my own debts, except for the 
credit card companies. They 
are horrible enticers of the 
get-it-now, pay-later mindset 
that many Americans have. 
Heck, people around the 
world probably have the 

same disease.
So, the 

p r o b l e m  
we face 

is if

P l a s t i c  d e v i l :  
f i g h t i n g  t h e  

t e m p t a t i o n  t o  

j u s t  c h a r g e  i t

NICOLE AGRUDA 
CO-EDITOR

I'm not a 
c o l le c to r ,  
per se, but I 
have collect
ed some cred
it cards in the 
past few years.
A collection I 
wish I wouldn't 
have started. I 
heard it all in 
the beginning:
"Don't get a cred
it card, they're nothing but 
trouble."

However, being the 
naive 18-year-old tha t I 
was I decided that I could 
indeed handle one credit 
card. Here I am seven years



T w o  m e g a - c l a s s r o o m s  p l a n n e d  

f o r  l i b r a r y  s e c o n d  f l o o r

CAMILLE JOHNSTON 
STAFF WRITER

Along with other library renovations, NMC 
is planning to construct two more 72-person 
classrooms on  the  second floor of the 
Osterlin building. NMC currently has only 
four large classrooms available for class use.

"Our plan for refurbishing of the second 
floor of the Osterling building includes cre
ating two classrooms with a maximum size 
of 72," Stephen Siciliano, Vice President for 
Educational Services said. "These will 
address the need for our science lecture class
es that combine three lab sections of 24 stu
dents into one lecture section of 72."

Julie Medlin, biology instructor, original
ly had 96 students in her BIO 227 lecture 
before splitting the num ber w ith biology 
instructor Keith Overbaugh.

"I was horrified," Medlin said. "As a com
m unity college we should strive for smaller 
class sizes that encourage student feedback."

According to Ed Bailey, NMC construc
tion manager, these rooms will be approxi
mately 1,600 square feet, compared to the 
1,100 square feet of the typical classroom.

The rooms will be general purpose class- 
rooms designed for lecture, according to Karen 
Sabin, executive assistant to the president.

"They will no t have new or special appli
cations of technology over that used in 
other large classrooms," Sabin said.



prets it around its relation to 
time."

The best th ing  about the 
class is tha t it uses both  old and 
new technology.





F l e x i b l e  l e a r n i n g

continued from page 1 
tests. $35 per credit are due, 
out of which 80% are for the 
instructor's effort.

If a student has earned 
enough credits to  graduate 
but is missing a course or two 
for the degree requirements, 
he or she may elect to  get a 
course waiver. W hile this 
does n o t involve getting 
credit for the missing course, 
it may just shave a course or 
two off the student's curricu
lum  and tu ition  bill. For 
example, Aviation has grant
ed course waivers in  the past.

"The private pilot [license] 
is the best example for us to pro
vide credit for prior learning. 
Students are tested by the same 
set of standards we train to -  the 
FAA Private Pilot Practical Test

Standards," said Bob Buttleman, 
Aviation Instructor.

"I would guess that we do 
the evaluation ... between 10 
and 20 times per year."

Finally, a new develop
ment is in the works for CIS 
majors. "Certification Assess
ment" is a new means of get
ting class credit that is still 
work in progress according to 
Taberski. In the near future, 
CIS students will be able to get 
class credit for some Microsoft 
Office User Specialist Certifi
cations (MOS). With a recent 
passing exam grade and a sign 
off from an Information 
Systems instructor students 
can apply for class credit 
through the records office.

However, w ith any of 
these testing methods there

needs to be a word of caution.
"Students need to contact 

schools they plan to  transfer 
to make sure they also accept 
the  certifications. Just be
cause NMC accepted the 
credits does not m ean other 
schools will accept the cred
its...," Taberski pointed out.

While community colleges 
seemed to have become more 
generous with accepting cred
its, the opposite seems true for 
4-year schools. Furthermore, 
for all the Credit for Prior 
Learning options offered by 
the Records office, only credits 
will register, not a grade.

For a complete listing of 
all Credit for Prior Learning 
options visit
http://www.nmc.edu/records/poli-
cies/competency-assessment.html.

http://www.nmc.edu/records/poli-









