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You sit poised at the light, 
hands tense on the steering 
wheel. Cars roar across the 
intersection. You wait for 
that sublime m om ent when 
the traffic light will flash an 
inviting  green, beckoning 
you to enter the college.

This is an altogether too 
familiar occurrence to stu
dents attend ing  NMC. 
However, recently college 
officials have decided to 
lobby for the installation of a 
m uch-needed left-turn  arrow.

Originally proposed some 
years ago, the idea has filtered 
through college staff m eet
ings, C ounty Road Com 
m ission offices, and even 
resounded through the halls

of the Michigan Department 
of Transportation (MDOT). 
But the  question  remains: 
will an arrow be installed? 
And if so, when?

"We are currently analyz
ing our gathered data," Risa

Rase, a Transportation Service 
Center Manager for MDOT , 
said. "We have taken some 
measurements of traffic flow, 
and these need to be properly 
examined before we can decide 
to install an arrow or not."

The idea of a tu rn ing  
arrow was originally pro
posed by various members of 
the student and faculty bod
ies in response to consistent 
class delays. In order to pla
cate this inquiry several stud
ies were conducted on traffic 
flow into and out of the col
lege (the first study was 
invalidated by the fact that it 
was not undertaken during 
peak traffic hours).

"If we do install a turning 
signal, it will probably only 
operate in the m orning hours 
continued on page  12

P r e r e q u i s i t e s  s t a y ,  e n f o r c e m e n t  c h a n g e s

FILLIP SCHRETTER 
CO-EDITOR

W hen fall registration starts 
today, students registering 
online will find an updated, 
smarter registration system.

Before, students were able 
to register for classes even if 
they d idn 't meet the prereq
uisites. Now, NMC is chang
ing the system -  at least for 
M ath and English courses.

The electronic registra
tion system is now fully in te
grated and prevents students 
from registering for English 
and M ath courses unless the 
prerequisites are fulfilled.

While this does not rep
resent a change from NMC 
policy requiring students to

take prerequisites, the in te
gration allows stricter 
enforcement of the rules -  an 
enforcement to help students 
succeed in  their classes.

"Having students that are 
prepared gives them a greater 
chance to succeed. The pace of 
the course is steadier, allowing 
all learning objectives to be 
addressed," Tony Jenkins, Math 
Department Chair, explained.

The COMPASS (and ACT 
for English) results determine 
where in the  sequence of 
M ath or English courses a 
student may start. Depending 
on the COMPASS score for 
M ath and English, students

may be required to register 
for developmental English or 
developmental M ath courses.

W hen taking sequential 
courses, a 1.0 is sufficient to 
qualify for the next higher 
course, explained Jan Gasnik, 
Records Specialist. That is to 
say, while not advised, a 1.0 in 
English 111/11 would qualify 
the student to take English 112.

In the Science/M ath 
Academic Area, the decision 
for stricter enforcem ent of 
prerequisites was triggered by 
high failure rates.

"We have always had pre
requisites, but they have not 
previously been enforced. I was

finding that about 20 percent 
of the students in my MTH 
111 courses were there without 
having satisfied the prerequi
site. A very high percentage of 
those students were failing 
(100 percent in some semes
ters)," Jenkins commented.

According to Gasnik, it 
may be possible that other 
academic areas will follow suit. 
However, so far only Math and 
English prerequisite require
ments are fully integrated into 
the web registration process.

For students missing pre
requisites, Gasnik recom 
mended talking to  their aca
demic advisers.



F r o m  t h e  S t a f f

I n f o r m a t i o n  o n l y  a s  g o o d  a s  s o u r c e

I got sucked into a debate w ith a 
colleague of m ine the other day. The 
Sean Hannity show came on A.M. 
580 and sparked an argum ent that 
lasted m uch longer than  necessary. 
We went back and forth for almost 
an hour before O walked outside for 
some fresh air

The argum ent was a complete 
waste of tim e because the person 
w ith whom  O was debating learned 
everything he knew about politics 
from watching Fox News and 
listening to conservative pundits like 
Sean Hannity and Bill O'Reilly

My whole point had been to try 
and convince my colleague that 
gathering all your news and opinions 
from one source is unwise. The 
concept was completely foreign to 
him, and that's a disturbing thought 
because he isn 't the only person in 
the country affected this way.

It's a shame that this is so because 
getting the facts straight is a concept 
that is taught in  every school. Parents 
tell their children: "Don't believe 
everything you see on TV," because 
its comm on sense to be wary of 
where you get your information.

But as we get older and the news 
we hear and read hits closer to

home, it becomes increasingly more 
difficult to  separate the fact from the 
spin. For most Americans, the 
evening news and the Sunday paper 
are their only connection to current 
events. That's no t a bad mix 
however; a com bination of prin t and 
televised media are essential to  a 
solid understanding of the news 
because between the two, differences 
in  opinion and political bias can be 
rooted out and examined with 
respect to reader/listener's political 
knowledge and beliefs.

This is why certain news media 
should be taken with a grain of salt 
while watching, reading or listening. 
Outlets like Fox News or CNN have 
well documented political biases and 
one must always remember that when 
watching. Fox News is a very 
conservative right-wing mouthpiece 
while CNN is seen as more liberal by 
comparison. Both stations do a fine 
job reporting the news, just remember 
which side of it you are seeing.

Print media is no different, 
although the sensationalized 
entertainm ent aspect of television is 
absent. But newspapers and news 
magazines have their place on the 
political spectrum as well. Time

Magazine falls slightly right of center 
while Newsweek falls slightly to  the 
left. Big city newspapers run this 
way as well: W ashington Times to 
the right, W ashington Post to the 
left. But this doesn't m ean tha t one 
is better than  the other; it's just 
about which one resonates best with 
you, the reader.

We m ust also never forget that 
w hen Sean Hannity and Rush 
Limbaugh, or even Al Franken come 
on the air, they are proponents of 
their side, and they will use the 
inform ation they have as a means of 
persuading you to  accept their spin 
as the one to  follow. Is either person 
more right than  the other? That all 
depends on who you believe, who 
you feel has more credibility, who's 
more honest and how well you 
know your current events.

The only way to  really do that is 
to make sure your information 
sources are varied and diverse 
because only then  can you sit back 
and decide who's full of information, 
and who's just full of it.
GARRETT ELLISON 
STAFF WRITER



I f  w e  b u i l d  i t ,  

w i l l  t h e y  c l i m b  i t ?

Traverse City City Commission m et April 13 to discuss the removal of 
the power plant at the open space. The city commission wants to 
know what should be done with the site. W hat should be done? 

Build a hill. Ha ha, right? Yes, right. No kidding. Build a hill.
The hill would provide m any things. The num ber of benefits 

that the hill would provide far out weigh the cost for the hill.
Now, each of the items on the left has its own subset. D on't be 

afraid to use your imagination for a m inute and picture the hill. Get 
out a picture of the open space, a current picture.

Now remove the power plant. Picture a hill. W hat would you 
see? A tall hill? A small hill? The top of a sphere, a perfect circle? 
Perhaps a triangular hill. Now add grass to your hill. Then trees, 
benches, landscaping, the sky's the limit.

So you still th ink I'm  kidding? Look at the same picture above 
and picture cars, a building, walls, and pavement. W hat building 
could possible offer a year round use to tourists and locals alike? 
Buildings set limits to peoples' interest in what may be inside. 
Financial limits if the things inside cost money. Sight limits, I 
thought we wanted to see the bay. Hundreds of people could see 
more of the bay than  ever before w ith the hill. A building would 
offer limited sight of the bay, through windows, to the select few 
w ho bother to use the building, when its open. I could just stay 
hom e and look at pictures.

Its simple. Its a hill. D on't be afraid to th ink  outside of the box 
(buildings are boxes). At first the hill will sound strange, but w hen 
you really th ink about it, it offers something for everyone, its a 
cheap year round solution, and it may make history!
DUNCAN WHITE
TRAVERSE CITY RESIDENT

F r o m  o u r  R e a d e r s  

R e a d e r

q u e s t i o n s  s p r i n g  

b r e a k  l o g i c

I found Fillip Schretter's article 
interesting. From the view point of 
the student, it would be nice to 
have the spring breaks of NMC and 
its 11 university partners line up.

However, what about the 
instructors for the universities. If 
they go on break for their University 
Center class when NMC goes on 
break then  go on break for their 
m ain campus classes w hen their 
university goes on break then  they 
would never get a break. They m ight 
decide to not teach here at all, and 
then  students would not have an 
option to take classes at the 
University Center. If NMC decided 
to change its spring break, which 
university would we line up with?

I find it interesting that the 
article did not discuss the other 
sides of this issue at all. Were they 
ignored or d idn 't someone do any 
research into why spring breaks 
have not been lined up?
GORDON NIEMI
BUSINESS INSTRUCTOR

(Editor's note: Mr. Niemi's letter refers 
to an editorial in the April 5 issue 
which advocated lining up U-Center 
spring breaks with NMC's.)



P a m p e r i n g  

b e s t  f r i e n d s
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y o u r  Riley and Maisey with just a couple of their favorite toys.

Ever wonder how some peo
ple can go on and on for 
hours about their perfect lit
tle pooches or cute little kit
ties? Gushing over their furry 
friends endlessly until you 
begin to  wonder if these pets 
are more than  just table-scrap 
gobbling critters. They are, so 
welcome to  the age of pam 
pered pets.

I can tell you, my little 
pups live on more than mere 
table scraps.

Maisey, the  oldest, can 't 
wait for spring w hen she can

head off in  th e  car to  
Bardon's W onder Freeze for a 
baby-vanilla cone. She's 
sweet, adorable and w ith a 
flowered scarf and  p ink 
water bottle she's a shining 
example of a pup w ith style. 
Plus it helps th a t she is a 
total blonde bom bshell.

Riley, our mischievous lit
tle boy, is always up for any
thing. He has an endless supply 
of tennis balls, water toys and is 
currently in love with his new 
bubble gun that blows pet-safe 
flavored bubbles. He's got irre
sistible pup-personality and 
locks of wavy golden hair.

Their toys are never put 
back in their toy box and they

tend to be annoying little beg
gars at times, but our family 
loves them  unconditionally 
and, just as any other pet on 
the planet, they give that 
unconditional love in return.

It's unconditional pet love 
and the fact that people have 
some apparent money to spare 
on the pampering of their pets 
that makes pet supplies, acces
sories and treats such a hot 
market right now.

The Three Dog Bakery has 
several stores around the coun
try. The bakery counter looks 
just like a real human-bakery. 
Carob dipped goodies and 
mini pizzas all look good 
enough to eat.

Three Dog has published a 
cookbook also. It takes all nat
ural ingredients and rolls 
them  into exciting creations 
for pets. Everything from 
Scotti Biscotti to Snicker- 
Poodles, the cookbook and 
the bakery have it. Most of the 
items are available online just 
in case you're not a chef or 
nowhere near a local bakery.

If you're nowhere near a 
bakery or a pet-salon, then you 
can buy Pawlish from OPI. The 
polish for big or little paws, is 
pet-safe (tested on humans, not 
animals!) and available in six 
shades. With color names like 
BowWow! and Dog House 
Blues, who could resist?

For those who can't resist 
much when it comes to their 
pets, Trixie & Peanut is a great 
website and they even list their 
celebrity clients. You can be 
sure your pet is getting just as 
much star glamour as Oprah 
and Britney's pups.

Pets today are more than  
just pets; they are part of the 
family. You don 't have to 
pain t their nails, but never 
stop loving your furry friends 
w ith tails.



P r e s i d e n t  r e c e i v e s  P T K  a w a r d

President Tim Nelson was 
nam ed a recipient of the 
"Shirley B. Gordon Award of 
Distinction" at the  86th 
International Convention of 
Phi Theta Kappa Internation
al Honor Society for two-year 
colleges last m onth.

Nelson is one of 24 pres
idents to  receive the award.

"President Tim Nelson 
has challenged us to  develop 
projects tha t influence not 
only our campus but also our 
com m unity...and to create a 
college-wide service report," 
wrote NMC student and PTK 
member Nicholeen Frusti in 
nom inating Nelson for the 
award. "He has also encour

aged the input of students by 
hosting several 'communica
tion forums' in  his home to 
discuss college development 
through students' eyes."

College administrators are 
selected for this award on the 
basis of outstanding efforts 
given toward promoting the 
goals of Phi Theta Kappa. 
Applications cite specific ways 
the president has demonstrat
ed support for the chapter and 
Phi Thieta Kappa as a whole.

"Mr. Nelson has devoted 
himself to the mission of the 
com m unity college and epit
omizes Phi Theta Kappa's 
com m itm ent to excellence," 
said Rod A. Risley, Phi Theta

Kappa Executive Director. 
"His support is essential to the 
success of the Northwestern 
Michigan College chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa."

Phi Theta Kappa is the 
oldest and largest honor 
society serving two-year and 
com m unity colleges in  the 
U nited States, Canada, 
Germany, and the U.S. terri
torial possessions. About 
90,000 students are inducted 
annually into the Society's 
1,200 chapters.

For more inform ation, 
contact Kari Kahler in  the 
Career and Em ploym ent 
Office: 231 995-1228 or by 
email: kkahler@nmc.edu

CAMILLE JOHNSTON 
STAFF WRITER

S G A  h e l p s  s t u d e n t s  i n  n e e d
and staff interested in helping us accomplish 
this goal," Jennifer Fox, SGA president said. 
The m ethod of assistance will depend on the 
situation and the decision of SGA members.

An SGA fundraiser nam ed "Sleep it out" 
begins at 9:30 p.m. on April 24 and will raise 
m oney for both  the student assistance fund 
as well as next year's Habitat for Humanity 
trip. Participants who pledge will sleep out
side for the night in cardboard boxes. Also, 
on April 20, SGA is co-sponsoring "El 
Folklorico Ballet" at the  M illiken 
Auditorium.

SGA will also be runn ing  a game called 
Assassins. In order to  participate, students 
m ust have attended  one of the  inform a
tive m eetings.

On Feb. 11, members of SGA decided they want
ed to help an NMC student who was going 
through a hard time. The student had recently 
lost all his schoolbooks, art supplies and other 
personal belongings in a fire that ravaged his 
apartment. Consequently, the Student Em
ergency Assistance Fund was created.

"Students will be helped w hen there's an 
em ergency, n o t ju st on -cam pus,"  Kat 
Harrigan, SGA vice-president said. "How
ever, a written proposal from the student is 
needed before they can be helped."

The fund  will be prim arily generated 
from SGA fundraisers. "We do have faculty

mailto:kkahler@nmc.edu




O s t e r l i  g i v e s  s t u d e n t s  

t o o l s  t o  d i g  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n
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W ant to take advantage of 
the college? Then the Os
terlin  Library is the  righ t 
place to  go.

M any  s tu d e n ts  d o n 't  
rea lize  th e  resea rch  an d  
academic resources available 
at Osterlin. Over the  past 
year, the website has been 
revamped and made easier to 
access from home. Next year 
th e  lib ra ry  itse lf w ill be 
renovated . Beyond all of 
that, NMC strives to keep the 
library  technologically  on  
track w ith  plans to  further 
upgrade in  the works.

"We have a huge resource 
available with the Osterlin e- 
library," Craig M ulder, Ex
ecutive Director of Learning 
and Technologies, said. "Ac
cess from home is so easy co
m pared to  less th an  a year 
ago. . . we w anted  sim pli
fication to access because the 
a r t  o f re se a rc h  is s till  
d iff icu lt."

Mulder noted that back 
in  th e  ' 70s and  ' 80s th e  
college h ad  to  pay abou t 
$2.50 - $3 per m in u te  for 
research. T hen in  th e  late  
'80s and early '90s databases 
were stored on  CD-ROMs, 
and while they too cost a lot 
of money, the college used 
them  up until 1997.

"W hat's happened w ith 
the world wide web is tha t 
there is a lot of inform ation 
sharing," Mulder said.

However, n o t all in 
form ation on the internet is 
from reliable sources. Anyone 
can post in fo rm ation  on  a 
website, w hich is why stu
d e n ts  d o in g  academ ic  re 
search can benefit from the 
resources Osterlin can offer.

"The in te rn e t  has its 
place in  doing research but it 
shouldn 't be left as the only 
tool," Maggie Bacon, Library 
D irector, said.

Understanding the type 
of sources you want can help 
in  the  research process be
cause as Bacon explained, 
experience is needed in order 
to  take advantage of the tools 
offered by the e-library.

But, if th e  e-library and  
other online sources are so

useful and easy to  navigate, 
th e n  w hat does th e  future 
look like for books?

"Books are a tool just as 
the internet is, so it's about 
balance," Bacon said.

Students who still enjoy 
sitting dow n w ith a good 
book now  and th en  have 
noth ing  to fear. Osterlin will 
be keeping books on  the 
shelves for years to  come.

"About 96,000 books are 
published each year and about 
two billion dollars are spent in 
the U.S. on the purchase of 
those books," Mulder said. 
"Books are still the place you 
go to  get in-depth, juried 
information on a topic."

For those that are ready to 
take on  cu tting  edge tech 
n o logy  w h en  it com es to  
academ ic research, O sterlin  
plans to  keep up.

"We're average to  ahead 
of the curve," Mulder said. 
"Home access is n o t available 
to all com m unity colleges."

As Bacon added, m ost 
students don 't like to  wait for 
the library to  open. They like 
to access inform ation in  their 
tim e fram e. She also com 
m en ted  th a t for th e  size of 
NMC, there  has been  a lo t 
done in  rem ote access.

By accessing the Osterlin 
website, studen ts have m il
lions of dollars w orth  of 
research resources at their 
fingertip s .

The goal of the staff at 
th e  lib ra ry  is to  in s tru c t 
faculty and students how to 
use th ese  resources. U n 
derstanding the types of tools 
and research a student needs 
to  m eet their specific needs is 
probably one of the m ost 
im p o r ta n t  s tep s  in  th e  
re s e a r c h  p r o c e s s .

"Our students deserve a 
broad range of research re
sources," Bacon said.

O ther areas th e  Osterlin 
p lans to  b roaden  include 
video access, reserves and 
inter-library loans.

"W ith video access, we're 
looking at about one to  three 
years for web access," Mulder 
said. "W hen a student needs 
to  view a video from  our 
media library they have to 
come to the campus. Making 
video available online would 
make it more convenient for 
th e  s tu d en ts ."

Taking the current videos 
and getting them  to  a digital 
version will be costly, no t to 
m ention the cost of a digital 
distribution license, accord
ing  to  M ulder.

B ecause a b o u t 15-20 
faculty have items on  reserve 
during a given semester, the 
library is considering ways to 
make them  available through 
an  e-reserve system.

"T he w ay  we w o u ld  
probably im plem ent tha t is 
through Blackboard," Mulder 
said. "That way Blackboard 
would know who you are and 
w hat [classes] you're taking. 
We looking at tha t in  about 
the next year or so."

As for th e  in te r-lib ra ry  
loans, the  O sterlin  Library 
has access to thousands of 
books in  libraries across the 
state. However, the state of 
M ichigan itself is looking to 
make the system of inter- 
library loans easier and more 
efficient for users.

"Right now Ohiolink is 
probably one of the leaders 
in  the nation w hen you're 
talking about an inter-library 
loan system," M ulder said.

O hiolink is a system used 
throughout the state of Ohio 
where users can log on  to  the 
Ohiolink website and request 
i t  be sen t to  th em . It ty 
p ically  takes th ree  to  five 
days for a book to  reach the 
local library .

C urrently  the  M ichigan 
E lectron ic  L ibrary (MEL) 
has m ade statew ide library 
efforts. The O sterlin  Library 
participates in  th is library 
p ro jec t w h ich  is m ade 
available th rough  the  state 
library in  Lansing.


















