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Refund rates will be simpified 
for the 2004-2005 school year, 
so that classes that are 15 
weeks long will have a 100 
percent refund rate for the 
first seven calendar days of 
the session. A 50 percent 
refund rate will be offered dur
ing the add period for classes 
that are shorter than 15 weeks 
but longer than seven.

In addition, students will 
be able to attend a class to 
decide whether or not to drop 
and still receive a full refund 
within the first week.

This year students could 
only receive a 100 percent 
refund if they were to drop the

" I f e e l  t h e s e  
c h a n g e s  a r e  a n  
i m p r o v e m e n t  fo r  
s t u d e n t s . ”

CAROL TABERSKI 
REGISTRAR

course before classes began.
After the classes began, the 

system for refunds was graduat
ed, beginning with a 90 per
cent refund into the first 7.5 
percent of the class time .

One of the problems with 
the current policy is that short
er sessions, which includes 12 
week, 10 week, eight week and 
less, did not fall into that 
refund time frame except 
before the class even met.

"Students had com 
plained that they could not 
be in a class one time and still 
get a 100 percent refund,"

Carol Taberski, Registrar, said. 
"That is the main reason we 
changed our refund."

NMC wanted the process 
to be simple for students and 
after working with the Vice 
President and other Executive 
Directors with the financial sit
uation Taberski said that the 
decision was made to change 
the current policy.

"I feel these changes are an 
improvement for students," 
Taberski said. "We always feel 
bad when a student is a day late 
and goes from getting a full 
refund to no refund."

Taberski advises students to 
do research before they sign up 
for classes and be aware of the 
dates set for refunds.

"Talk with other stu
dents... contact instructors 
before classes begin, T abersk i 
said. "Don't get caught paying 
large tuition bills only to not 
continue in the class and lose 
that money."

G r a d u a t i o n  s e t  f o r  M a y  8

CAMILLE JOHNSTON 
STAFF WRITER______________

Commencement ceremony is 
set for May 8 at 2 p.m. in the 
Traverse City Central High 
School gymnasium.

"Students can invite their 
whole support group of family 
and friends because we don't 
have tickets to limit the num
ber of guests they can invite," 
Jan Gasnik, NMC registrar said.

170 students said they 
would like to participate in 
commencement when they 
turned in their graduation 
application. 33 Ferris State 
University graduates and two

from Michigan State University 
may be attending commence
ment as well.

"Last year we had 128 grad
uates participate so I would 
guess this year we'll have 
around 130," Gasnik said.

Imogene Wise Faculty 
Excellence Awards will be pre
sented along with the 2004 
Outstanding Alumnus of the 
Year, Jean Rokos, NMC health 
occupations instructor.

Sean Ruane, 2003 faculty 
excellence award recipient and 
social sciences instructor  will 
be the speaker for the com
mencement address, as well as 
SGA President, Jennifer Fox.

President Timothy Nelson, 
Vice President of Educational 
Services Stephen Siciliano will 
be presenting the certificates 
along with Laura Schmidt, head 
of the Nursing Department,

A small commencement 
reception, hosted by the NMC 
Alumni Association, will take 
place after the ceremony for 
graduates and their guests.

Students must RSVP to 
Gasnik by May 3 in order to 
attend the ceremony. 
Graduates that have not yet 
ordered a cap and gown 
should contact the bookstore 
immediately to purchase one 
from their limited stock.



F r i e n d s h i p s  a r e  t h e  b e s t  m e m o r i e s

I started at NMC in January 2001. 
W hen I first arrived here from 
Berlin, Germany, I sure was shocked 
to see about a foot and a half of 
snow on the ground. Worse yet, I 
came to find out that spring here 
really doesn't start until late April.

But the freezing cold of winter 
soon faded from my m ind when I 
found NMC full of warm, welcoming 
people. Throughout my years at 
NMC, I always found what I 
expected from a college. I found 
personal interaction, great teaching 
and yet enough responsibilities to 
teach the student self-reliance.

I also found my long-lost dream 
of flying here. It was a dream that 
had been taken away from me in  my 
hom e country for a medical issue 
that overzealous bureaucrats weren't 
willing to overlook. I used the time I 
spent flying for my commercial pilot 
license to crisscross the United States

and visit friends and experience the 
beauty of this country.

Most important, though, were 
the friends that I made here at NMC 
and in the Traverse City community. 
I hope I did justice to all the people 
who invited me for lunches and 
dinners when I told them  as much 
as I could about my home country.

At church, school and in student 
groups, I learned that friends can be 
found anywhere on the globe. 
Learning, working and enjoying free 
time with them  taught me that 
borders exist only in our minds.

In a few days, I am graduating 
with a Bachelor's degree from Ferris 
at NMC's University Center. Then 
shortly after, I will be returning to 
Germany. Permanently? Who 
knows.

While there were several reasons 
for me to return to Germany, it was 
a difficult decision to leave my now

hometown, Traverse City. To be 
closer to my family played a large 
part in my decision to return to 
Germany. Still more im portantly was 
for me to finally be closer to my 
girlfriend who lived in Germany 
during my almost four years here. 
And although a few other factors 
contribute to  my decision, such as 
visa issues, those were the ones that 
truly made the difference.

Having found that true friends 
can be of any nationality, I feel 
reassured that when I move to 
Stuttgart, there too I will find friends 
for life.

Traverse City and the friends I 
found in this area have found a 
perm anent place in my heart. Thank 
you NMC, thank you Traverse City!

FILLIP SCHRETTER
CO-EDITOR

o f  s e r v i c e  t o  s t u d e n t sW P P  m a r k s  2 0  y e a r s
This year marks the 20th anniversary of the first issue of 
W hite Pine Press. For the past 20 plus years, student 
journalists at NMC have worked diligently to provide a 
public forum for students and the NMC staff.

Over the years, close to 400 students have applied 
their talents to achieve the goal of a student-run press. 
They didn 't always get every story right or take the best 
photo or create the best design. But they gave it their 
best effort. Because of them, the campus is a little better 
informed, a little richer for the discussion created, and a 
little wiser in the ways of the student press.

We have been fortunate to have worked with these 
students and to have helped shape and share their 
learning experiences. Some of them  have gone on to 
excel in the field of graphic design and journalism; 
others have chosen related careers: teaching, public 
relations, information technology, advertising. And

some of them  are still in school!
WPP's record over the last 20 years includes close to 

300 individual and staff awards for design and writing 
from the Michigan Com m unity College Press 
Association. For 14 of those 20 years, the paper has 
placed in the top four in the "Best Overall Newspaper" 
category. In 1995 the staff brought hom e the traveling 
trophy for the top spot among comm unity college 
newspapers in the state.

We salute the students we have worked with and 
enjoyed so m uch over the years. For those who follow, we 
wish them  the same: good learning experiences, good 
times, good friends and the best of memories.
JILL HINDS, DESIGN AND PRODUCTION ADVISER 
MARILYN JAQUISH, FACULTY ADVISER

T h e  l a s t  w o r d
As the current editors of the W hite Pine Press we 
would like to thank Marilyn Jaquish and Jill 
Hinds for all of their hard work, dedication and 
countless hours they have spent at the 
newspaper over the last 20 years.

We believe that every student who has had 
the privilege of being part of this staff has gained 
an exceptional learning experience and life-long 
friendships they will carry with them  for many 
years.

To the past and present staff members of the 
W hite Pine Press, thank you for your dedication 
to  NMC. We have enjoyed our experiences as 
editors together and with our staff.

Best wishes to everyone and to the White 
Pine Press.
NICOLE AGRUDA AND FILLIP SCHRETTER
EDITORS-IN-CHIEF



F r e e d o m  

o f  S p e e c h ?
I don't see it here at NMC -  at least 
not when it comes to Gay/Lesbian 
issues. 40 posters were put up all 
over campus advertising the Gay 
Marriage Panel discussion held last 
Friday, April 23, in Scholar's Hall.
By Wednesday, April 21, there was 
not a single poster left anywhere on 
NMC's campus except the Diversity 
office door. Remember, this was a bi
partisan event where persons from 
both sides of the issue were there to 
present their views and answer 
questions. Posters advertising similar 
meetings and events have been 
removed all year long. W hat has 
happened to free speech? W hat are 
these people so afraid of that they 
violate one of America's most 
fundamental beliefs? Fear of the 
unknown is understandable -  but it 
does not condone the trampling of 
our fellow Americans' civil rights.
We all judge others, inside -  but 
Americans are, by definition, no t to 
act on those internal judgments.
Just having those feelings is hurtful 
enough.
DEB MAISON
NMC COUNSELOR
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T h e  f u d g i e s  m a y  

o w n  t h e  d a y ,  b u t  w e  

o w n  t h e  n ig h t .

T h i n g s  t o  d o  t h i s  

s u m m e r  i n  t h e  

C h e r r y  C a p i t a l

NICOLE AGRUDA
STAFF WRITER_____________

Summer is upon us. W hat on 
earth shall we do in this, the 
cultural center of the un i
verse, Traverse City?

There are no laws or city 
ordinances that forbid locals 
to act like tourist, so I suggest 
you capitalize on that this 
summer. There's fun to be 
had and maybe m oney to  be 
made as well.

First, grab some friends, 
get the gaudiest camera you 
can, a few bucks for fudge 
and get ready to ogle every
th ing  cherry. You'll see that 
being a fudgie is more fun 
than  it appears.

As you head downtown, 
admire the bay as though it's 
the first time you've ever seen 
water that wasn't in a bottle. 
This would involve driving 
really slow with a lot of head 
turning. If you want to kick it 
up a notch, point while weav

ing in and out of the lanes. 
Keep in m ind that this is not 
safe nor is it recommended by 
local law enforcem ent or 
myself. However, out-of- 
towners get away with it every 
summer, so I just assumed it 
was part of the Traverse City 
experience.

Next round of fun starts 
with the walk downtown. Try 
to shop every store, even if it 
doesn 't interest your local 
persona. Remember that you 
are a tourist and you don 't 
have a clue that Blue in  the 
Face has nothing to do with 
snorkeling in the bay.

Of course no visit to 
dow ntow n would be com 
plete w ithout stopping by a 
fudge shop. Don't be afraid 
to ask for samples and walk 
out w ith a just a 1/4 pound of 
plain vanilla. It's all in  good 
fun, so let loose and ask every 
storeowner where the nearest 
public bathroom  is too.

Don't forget you have a 
great camera strapped around 
your neck, so use it already! 
Start by snapping shots of the 
bay. Those are always good 
and you don 't have to worry 
about people in your shot if 
you wade out far enough. But

don't neglect the photos of 
5/3 Bank's clock tower, or 
other landmarks. If you're not 
sure, snap the photo anyhow. 
You can make up a name for 
it later. There's always the 
ducks in the Boardman River 
if nothing else.

Finally, after a long, hard 
day of being a tourist, shed 
the act and find your favorite 
bar to  settle in to  for the 
night. Since Traverse City was 
built by lumber barons and 
bar owners, you shouldn 't 
have any trouble pulling up a 
stool at a great old bar and 
basking in  the  realization 
that this is your tow n and 
your bar.

The fudgies may own the 
day, but we own the night. 
While the tourists are tucked 
safely into bed, resting up for 
a 6 a.m. sailing excursion, the 
locals can h it the streets. 
Laugh with you friends and 
realize there's always fun to 
be had in Traverse City.

I suppose we should just 
consider ourselves lucky to 
live here and know for cer
tain  that no t all water comes 
in  plastic and not all cherries 
come from  the  local 
orchards. That's why the real 
week to  capitalize on  the 
tourist phenom enon  is 
Cherry Festival week.

If you take some great 
pictures of Traverse City you 
can probably sell them  the 
week of Cherry Festival. 
(Beware that no t all tourist 
can be tricked; you probably 
w on 't sell very m any 
Polaroids unless they are real
ly, really good.)

You probably have to  get 
a license, but you could go to 
a local grocery store and get 
some cherries, put them  in a 
16oz plastic cup and sell 
them  for an absurd am ount 
of money. Bonus points if 
you can get a cotton candy 
maker somewhere. That goes 
for about $10 a bag at the 
midway, right?

All joking aside, don 't 
write off Traverse City this 
summer just because you feel 
stuck here. Some people may 
travel to  Europe, others may 
cruise the tropics, but you 
have a bay full of fun waiting 
in your own backyard that's 
practically free.



M C C P A  r e c o g n i z e s  W P P
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FILLIP SCHRETTER 
CO-EDITOR

Every year, W hite Pine Press staff travel to 
the M ichigan Com m unity College Press 
Association (MCCPA) conference for train
ing and to compete against other com m uni
ty college newspapers for awards.

This year, W hite Pine Press traveled to 
Central M ichigan University in M ount 
Pleasant for the two-day conference.

At the conference, W hite Pine Press was 
recognized with 11 awards. Among them  
were two first places, two second, one third, 
and six honorable mentions. While W hite 
Pine Press did not place in the best overall 
category this year, it tied with North Central 
Michigan College for fourth place.

Fillip Schretter was awarded two first 
place awards. He received one in the catego
ry of ad placement for consistency and qual
ity in  ad layout. The other he received in the 
informational graphic category for his illus
tration on the tu ition increase.

Tony Kitchen placed second in the cate
gory of sports writing for his colum n on the 
baseball League Cham pionship series.

W hite Pine Press's Thomas S. Loomis 
also received a second place award for his 
feature design "The F-Stops Here." Garret 
Ellison, Photographer and Staff Writer, was 
recognized for his editorial piece "Disc 
Golf." Ellison won third place.

Honorable m entions w ent to  Nicole 
Agruda (editorial writing), Sam Aldridge 
(illustration), Scott Couturier (commentary),

Tony Kitchen (sports story), Thomas Si 
Loomis (illustration), and the staff of W hite 
Pine Press for overall design.

Since its inception in 1983, the newspaper 
was recognized at each MCCPA conference. 
Over those 20 years, White Pine Press always 
competed against much larger community 
colleges like Schoolcraft College in Dearborn, 
Mich, and Grand Rapids Community College. 
In the past 20 years, however, the staff has 
won almost 400 awards.

W hile the awards are significant for the 
newspaper each year, this year marked a spe
cial occasion. Founded in  the  1983/84 
school year, W hite Pine Press is celebrating 
its 20th anniversary.

"For a num ber of the staff members this 
marks their last semester at NMC and work
ing for W hite Pine Press. W ith a large 
changeover in staff and both  advisors retir
ing this year, students can expect to see 
W hite Pine Press change as a new generation 
takes over," Nicole Agruda, co-editor said.

Yet, the MCCPA conference is no t only 
about awards. "It is an opportunity for news
paper staff to  bond and build stronger work 
relationships. The chance to build a stronger 
team while celebrating each other's success 
has been the legacy of the MCCPA confer
ence," Marilyn Jaquish, faculty adviser, said.

Finally, students also receive additional 
training at the conference. Break-out ses
sions about topics such as "Feature Writing" 
and "Ethics in  Photography" help students 
develop their journalistic skills. These ses
sions are augmented w ith presentations by a 
keynote speaker. This year, Jon X. Miller, 
Public Editor of the Detroit Free Press, pre
sented and explained future developments 
in journalism.

Left to right: Adam Rinckey, Sam Aldridge, Nicole Agruda, Nicole Weston, Marilyn Jaquish, Jill Hinds, 
Garret Ellison, Fillip Schretter and Lindsey Agruda leave the MCCPA conference in Mt. Pleasant with 
their awards. Staff members not pictured: John-Ryan Griggs, Tom Loomis, Tom Auch, Scott Couturier, 
Camille Johnston and Tony Kitchen.



H o n o r  s t u d e n t  o v e r c o m e s  o b s t a c l e s

SCOTT COUTURIER 
STAFF WRITER_____________

Sally Beem on, NMC student 
and recent inductee into the 
All-USA Academic Team, has 
come a long way.

"At first I joined Phi 
Theta Kappa, and became 
vice-president," Beemon 
said. "Then USA Today in
vited me to participate. I did, 
and received the highest 
scores in Michigan."

Beemon, who will com
plete her asssociate of arts 
degree this year, has tri
umphed over numerous per
sonal and academic hurdles.

"When I was a sopho
more in high school, I had to 
leave to focus on treating my 
alcohol abuse," Beemon 
said. "I was going through a 
twelve-step program, and 
they kept encouraging us to 
'turn ourselves over to a high-

er power.' I thought God 
hated me. Then I violated my 
probation and was given a 
choice: two weeks in a deten
tion center, or a Christian-ori- 
ented group outing. Needless

Recent inductee into the ALL-USA Academic Team, Sally Beemon works 
on campus and is a member of Phi Theta Kappa.
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to say I chose the outing."
It was on this outing that 

Beemon was first reunited  
with her long-neglected faith.

"We went to Colorado," 
Beemon recalls. "One of our 
speakers was a man who had 
been homeless for twenty- 
five years. I  found myself 
wondering, 'How can this 
m an have such a good out
look on life?' I asked him, 
and he told me that he knew 
he was being watched over 
by God. And I thought, how 
could he say that?"

As the conference con 
tinued, however, Beemon fo
und herself gradually reunit
ed with the God she once 
thought despised her.

"The trip made me think 
that maybe God does care 
about me," Beemon said. "So 
I prayed for myself, and I 
prayed for my parents. We 
had grown apart in recent 
years, and I wanted to be a 
family again."

Upon returning to Mich
igan, a freshly rehabilitated 
and spiritually energized Be
em on reentered the h igh 
school system .

"I was a senior at a sopho
more level," she recalled. "It 
didn't look like I'd be able to 
graduate with my class. It was 
then  tha t I considered just 
dropping out for good. But I 
talked with the school, and 
worked very, very hard, and 
was able to graduate with the 
rest of m y class."

And how does Beemon feel 
about her present prospects?

"I feel like I've gone 
through a lot," she said m at- 
ter-of-factly. "Right now I'm 
just grateful for all the things 
I know that I can do, and I'm 
focused on the future. I have 
much farther to go, but then 
I've already come a long ways 
from where I was."

It was at this point that 
Sally grew quiet.

" ...I went to an ACC con
vention last weekend," she 
said after a moment, pleasure 
evident in her tone. "George 
W. Bush came to the presen
tation, and I got to sit on 
stage with him  and shake his 
hand. That was exciting."

Beemon's plans after 
graduation include moving 
to Detroit to attend Wayne 
State U niversity.









T a l e n t  s h o w c a s e d  i n  a n n u a l  a r t  s h o w

JOHN-RYAN GRIGGS 
STAFF WRITER

NMC fine art and visual communication stu
dents participated in the Annual NMC Art 
Show last m onth. The pieces submitted were 
judged by professionals in the respective fields.

The juried show has eight categories; art 
direction, graphic design, drawing/ illustra
tion / print-making, pottery, painting, water- 
color, 3D/ Sculpture and photography.

Only pieces produced w ithin NMC cours
es can be submitted and the winners are 
rewarded with cash prizes.

"It [is] a very strong show," Doug 
Dom ine, hum anities instructor, said, "...there 
were a lot of fine entries."

Left and top: All categories, with the exception of 
3D/Sculpture and Pottery were displayed on the 
walls in the corridor of the Fine arts building last 
month. Above: Amber Kaminski stands with her sub
mission for art direction which won first place.
Right: Student artwork in the categories of 
3D/Sculpture and pottery.

PHOTOS BY JOHN-RYAN GRIGGS













White Pine Press celebrates 20 years
Both advisers 
to retire, leaving legacy 
of excellence
NICOLE AGRUDA 
FILLIP SCHRETTER 
CO-EDITORS_______________

Isn't it ironic how some of 
our greatest treasures are 
found hidden away in our 
basements? Located in the 
basement of West Hall, the 
White Pine Press is just one 
of NMC's hidden treasures.

Twenty years ago the 
journalistic adventure began 
on campus with a very 
involved student and an 
adviser hoping to unleash 
her love of teaching onto an 
eager bunch of journalists.

"There was a student, 
Jimi Lee Haswell, who was 
very involved in SGA and 
NMC Magazine," Marilyn 
Jaquish, White Pine Press 
Adviser, said. "They wanted

" The only way to 
succeed at 
something like 
this is to have a 
good team.”

MARILYN JAQUISH 
WPP ADVISER

to start a newspaper and 
couldn't get any money 
from SGA until they got an 
adviser, so she asked me to 
be the adviser."

Jaquish, whose back
ground is in journalism, 
said yes under the condi
tion that the students abid
ed by journalistic standards. 
It took three months from 
early September to Dec. 1, 
1983, to publish the first 
issue of White Pine Press.

"We did five issues that 
year on a monthly basis," 
Jaquish said.

The early days of WPP

Jaquish and Hinds were both awarded a 2004 Foundation Excellence 
Award last week.
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weren't very easy when it 
came to layout. Everything 
was cut and pasted literally.

"We had to print every
thing out on special paper," 
Jaquish said. "Then using 
sharp blades we cut every
thing out and placed it with 
a type of melted wax to a 
sheet of paper the size of 
the newspaper."

Then in the spring of 
1986 Jill Hinds, Visual 
Communications instructor 
and Magazine adviser, 
approached Jaquish about 
design in the newspaper.

"I was advising the mag
azine since 1982 and then, 
since the newspaper was in 
existence, I thought it would 
make a great learning experi
ence for students, so we 
decided to give it a try work
ing together," Hinds said.

At the core of the news
paper were writing and design 
students, but as students 
come and go was the advisers 
that keep the paper alive from 
group to group.

"Sometimes people don't 
understand the type of teach
ing we do here," Hinds said. 
"We aren't on regular class 
schedules and we all teach 
and learn together as a team."

Jaquish commented 
that through the years both 
she and Hinds have been 
here on Saturdays, Sundays 
and late nights throughout 
the week. Not many 
instructors devote their 
time every other week every 
semester for 20 years to stu
dents, but Jaquish and 
Hinds have together and it 
has been worth their time.

"We've won almost 400 
awards in 20 years," Jaquish 
said "The only way to suc
ceed at something like this 
is to have a good team."

Jill Hinds and Marilyn Jaquish, Student Publications advisers, leave 
NMC after long years of service.
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and the exceptional amount 
of dedication they have 
given to publications.

" I think its time, I have 
two children...and I feel it's 
time to place them as a high 
priority," Hinds said

Jaquish also felt that the 
time was right to retire and 
time for something else.

"Doing this job without 
Jill would be a drag," she said 
with a laugh. "We've had way 
too much fun over the years."

"I set out to be a jour
nalist, not a teacher and I 
got to do both of them," 
Jaquish said " It's the best of 
both worlds; I didn't have 
to make a choice to be a 
teacher or a journalist."

Both advisers have 
advised hundreds of stu
dents over the last two 
decades, teaching them and 
allowing them to make 
decisions that produce an 
entire newspaper. Their 
efforts have held the WPP 
in place for many years and 
built the foundation for a 
long lasting student paper.

Hinds commented that 
one of the best things was 
when WPP won first place 
in the  state in 1995.

"You'd be amazed at 
how. many times we won 
second place, third place 
and honorable m ention," 
Jaquish said "Usually there 
are about 14 schools in the 
competition and we're one 
of the smallest."

Being a small school 
with a small budget has,  
never deterred this dynamic 
advising duo.

They both said that they 
have been at WPP, and at 
NMC Magazine for Hinds, 
for enough years that they 
can see the results of their 
teaching. Both commented 
that they did it for the expe
rience that they and the stu
dents got from working on 
the publication.

"It's been one of the best 
experiences I've ever had as 
a teacher," Jaquish said.

Both Jaquish and Hinds 
are retiring this semester 
after long hours of teaching


