
M a r r i a g e  a m e n d m e n t  

d e b a t e d  o n  c a m p u s

CAROL NAVARRO o n e  o f 1 0  s ta te s  lo o k in g  a t
FEATURES EDITOR amending their state constitu-

Services Stephen Siciliano, 
followed by Vice President 
for NMC's Lifelong and 
Professional Learning, 
Marguerite Cotto, and Board 
of Trustees Chair Cheryl Gore 
Follette.

Siciliano made the point 
that there is a strong bridge 
between community colleges 
such as NMC and other educa
tional institutions, and it is a 
goal of NMC to strengthen 
that bridge by expanding dual 
enrollment opportunities, and 
increase enrollment. This goal 
could be achieved on the 
other end of the bridge 
through easier transferability 
of those programs, he said.

C otto told com m ission 
members that m any people 
come to NMC's University 
Center w ith a bachelor's 
degree already in tow and the

"Marriage is a sacred and unique 
union between a man and a 
woman, and only a man and a 
woman can produce children," 
supporters of a controversial ballot 
proposal told a crowd of about 200 
people in Milliken Auditorium 
Thursday, as the encoraged a yes 
vote on a proposed amendment to 
the state constitution.

Opponents of the amend
ment warned the audience to be 
aware of what they actually are 
voting for, noting the proposal's 
language is to unclear and dis
criminatory to be "enshrined in 
our Constitution."

"Our history has been to 
expand the rights. We have never 
amended the Constitution to take 
away rights," said panelist Jay 
Kaplan, an attorney for the 
American Civil Liberties Union.

Proposal 2, better known as 
the "Michigan Marriage 
Amendment," makes Michigan

G o o d  g o a l ;

E d u c a t o r s  w e i g h  
M i c h i g a n  c o l l e g e

ERIN CROWELL
STAFF WRITER_____________

The need to jump-start a slow 
moving state economy and 
higher education system was 
the topic under discussion at 
NMC's Great Lakes Campus on 
Sept. 20.

Gov. Jennifer Granholm's 
Com m ission on  Higher 
Education and Learning (The 
"Cherry Com m ission") 
opened the floor to  NMC 
staffers and speakers from 
other area schools.

The goal of the hearing? 
Increase the num ber of grad
uates in post-secondary edu
cation and make it easier for 
everyone in M ichigan to  
atta in  a college degree. 
Michigan lags behind other 
states in two areas: economic 
growth and the num ber of

tions to define marriage. 
Michigan's ballot proposal 
would amend the constitution 
to say "the union of one man 
and one woman in marriage 
shall be the only agreement rec
ognized as a marriage or similar 
union for any purpose."

It is the words "for any pur
pose" that most concerns Paul 
Heaton, a panelist from the local 
Unitarian church. That vague
ness, he said, can affect hetero
sexual unmarried couples and 
children of both gay and hetero
sexual unions. "You don't have 
to be in favor of same sex mar
riage to vote no," Kaplan added.

Kent Vanderwood, a pan
elist with Citizens for the 
Protection of Marriage, said the 
effort was about protecting the 
marriage ideal.

"This is not about telling 
others how to live their lifestyle, 
but about not redefining mar
riage for us."

t o u g h  s o l u t i o n

i n  o n  t h e  g o v e r n o r ’s  p l a n  t o  d o u b l e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  

g r a d u a t e s
college graduates (now 26 
percent of residents, or 4 per
cent below the national aver
age). Gov. Granholm  believes 
the two are related. She creat
ed the commission in March 
and asked it to find ways to 
double the num ber of college 
graduates w ith in  10 years, 
and make sure students grad
uate w ith the necessary skills.

"New knowledge and 
innovation are the key to  a 
growing standard of living," 
John  Austin, Cherry 
Commission Policy Director, 
said at the meeting.

There are four areas of 
improvement that the commis
sion is focusing on: preparation, 
participation, completion, and 
economic benefits. All four 
were open for discussion.

First, to speak was NMC 
Vice President for Education

objective of expanding their 
certification. Follette con
cluded with a summary of 
some NMC economic statis
tics like the fact that activities 
run by the college bring in 99 
m illion in annual regional 
earnings and tha t NMC con
tinues to expand in both  stu
dent and economic growth 
each year. W hile 75 percent 
of NMC students are current
ly employed in order to help 
pay off student loans and col
lege costs, Follette offered 
that the average college stu
dent w ith a higher degree of 
education will pay off his or 
her college expenses w ithin 
the first eight working years. 
Therefore, the ability to  suc
cessfully a tta in  a college 
degree and work a well pay
ing job, she said, can be a 
reality for many.



F o r m e r  C I A  a n a l y s t  s p e a k s  

a t  M i l l i k e n  A u d i t o r i u m

JOHN MELCHER 
STAFF WRITER

The Bush A dm inistration has m ade the 
United States less safe by misusing intelligence 
and being too reliant on the military, author 
and form er senior CIA analyst M elvin 
Goodm an told an audience on  Sept. 16 at 
NMC's Milliken Auditorium.

"The misuse of sensitive inform ation to 
justify the war against Iraq has precipitated 
the worst intelligence scandal in  U.S. history, 
com prom ising the  Bush adm inistration 's 
integrity," G oodm an said at the  first 
Intelligence Affairs Forum of the school year. 
The next forum, titled "Suicide Terrorism," 
w i l l  b e  O c t .  2 1  a t  6  p . m .

In his speech, Goodman said President

Bush's statement that the war on terrorism is 
"centered in Iraq" has become a "self-fulfilling 
prophecy" since Iraq had no international 
terrorist issues prior to the U.S. invasion. 
Regarding the U.S.'s increasing reliance on the 
military, he said that the Defense Department 
has become more important than the State 
D epartm ent in U.S. foreign policy. The 
administration continues to neglect "traditional 
allies,” he said, even w hen "the war on 
terrorism cannot be won without them." It's a 
problem best put by Mark Twain, Goodman 
said, paraphrasing Twain's adage, "if the only 
tool in our toolbox is a hammer, then all our 
problems will soon look like nails."

Goodman is a professor of international 
studies at the National War College. He has 
worked for the State Department and was with 
the CIA from 1966 to 1990. His latest book is 
titled (Bush League Diplomacy : How the 
Neoconservatives Are Putting the World at Risk.)
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We're distributing more wide
ly this year, so I arranged for a 
small stack of our Sept. 20 
issue to be dropped off at a for
mer workplace of mine. As I 
was riding home the other 
night, I stopped in to say hello 
to the owner, my former boss.

This man is one of the 
most conservative Republicans 
I know. He's an older gentle
m an and has gained a certain 
coy wisdom with age. After a 
few pleasantries, I asked if he'd 
seen the new issue of our 
paper. He said that he hadn't. 
He told me he wasn't interest
ed in looking at it because it 
must be very liberal.

"How would you know if 
you didn 't even open it?" I 
asked, "Well, I know that 
you're liberal," he replied. I 
was taken aback. Then he

T h e r e ’s  n o th in g  

w o r s e  t h a n  d is 
c o u n t i n g  s o m e 
o n e ’s  o p in io n  

b e c a u s e  it’s  c o n 
t r a r y  to  y o u r  o w n .

added that he thought there 
was enough of "that stuff" 
out there already and he did
n 't want to  read any more.

But, but, b u t...it's a news
paper! Its function is to report 
the news, not serve as my lib
eral mouthpiece. The job of 
any good newspaper is to 
remain objective and unbiased 
when reporting the news. 
Opinion pages are included, 
but as such marked. Opinion 
is a valuable contribution, but 
it's not news. You can't build a

publication solely on opinion. 
Our ethical responsibility is to 
remain unbiased and objec
tive, per the Associated 
Collegiate Press Standards of 
Practice.

Sadly however, he does 
have a point, being there is too 
much biased information in 
circulation. TV and broadcast 
"info-tainm ent" programs 
have blurred the lines between 
news and opinion, and the 
entire community is worse off 
because of it. Every time Sean 
Hannity or Chris Matthews 
use current headlines to drive 
their extremely biased shows, 
it steals credibility from the 
industry as a whole.

Yet, their opinion is a 
part of our com m unity and 
therefore does hold value. It 
just doesn't deserve such a 
prom inent place. Even if you 
don 't agree, there's nothing 
worse th an  discounting

som eone's op in ion  simply 
because its contrary to your 
own. This is w hat bothered 
me about my former boss. 
His comments were ignorant 
and close-minded. If I had 
used some faulty logic or my 
facts were incorrect, then  
criticism would be warranted, 
but he would have to actual
ly read it to see. All he did 
was recall my party affiliation 
and make a knee-jerk rush to 
judgm ent regarding our 
paper's content.

It really pains me to know 
that he isn't the only person 
who thinks this way. I've said 
it so many times it's almost 
become a mantra: You have to 
listen to BOTH sides if you 
want to be informed. If you 
don 't try both, then how can 
you compare? If two people 
offered you a bowl of ice 
cream and said theirs was the 
best ever made, you would try 
them  both, right?

This idea is so obvious 
tha t nobody sees it anymore, 
even those w ho claim  to 
embody it. It's at the heart of 
our economic system, a belief 
th a t all business owners 
should hold dear- c om peti
tion  drives the marketplace! 
C om petition  creates better 
products and services. 
Politics and opinion are no 
different. W ithout tha t com
petition you get Soviet style 
communism, and we know 
how well that worked.

I guess I'll just avoid the 
topic altogether next time I see 
my old boss. Some people just 
can't take being jolted out of 
their comfort zone by an idea 
tha t challenges w hat they 
think they know. But I'll keep 
delivering copies of our paper 
to his business in the hopes 
tha t his patrons are more 
open-minded than he is.



R e w r i t e  t h e  u n w r i t t e n  r u l e
This is the beginning of my 
th ird  year at NMC. It's also 
my last sem ester before 
m oving to  the greener pas
tures of a university with 
better parking. I've held a 
job the  entire tim e I've been 
here to pay bills. My fiance 
and I manage a roof over 
our heads by overworking 
ourselves in hopes that this 
tim e and m oney will even
tually land a job where we 
can get enough sleep.

I was sitting  in  my 
English class one M onday 
w hen the  professor 
inform ed us tha t our four- 
page essay rough draft was 
due on Wednesday. He cited 
the "two hours study for 
every hour we're in  class" 
rule. That day I happened to 
be in  school un til 9 p.m., 
and the next day I worked 
until 10 p.m. W here was all 
this tim e he was expecting 
us to have? The individual 
sitting  nex t to  me also 
scoffed at th is no tion . 
Worried tha t I m ight be lazy, 
I decided to figure out exact
ly how this two-hour rule 
figures in to  my life.

My 14 credit hour load 
includes 19 hours of class. If I 
allow for two study hours per 
class hour tha t equals 38 
hours of study. Then add 30 
hours of work a week, eight 
hours of sleep a night, one

hour to wake up and get 
dressed, and two hours to 
cook and eat dinner. That 
leaves me with half an hour a 
day, which is spent in the car 
between work and school. 
These figures don 't include 
things like: lunch, parking, 
walking to  class or sitting 
down with my bills.

In nearly every class I've 
taken, the instructor has men
tioned the two-hour rule to 
justify some horrific workload. 
They assume we have that 
kind of time and apparently 
ignore the idea that we might 
have other classes. This load 
might have been appropriate 
40 years ago when most peo
ple attending college were 
financially privileged enough 
to remain unemployed. Now 
with financial aid, the door to 
higher education  has been 
opened to a wider spectrum of 
people from all income levels. 
Many students at NMC work 
for a living. Every year I've 
been here, there's been at least 
one working parent seated 
near me. If I can't get all my 
homework done, how can 
someone with a child do it?

Our youth and single par
ents are expected to go out 
and get a good education so 
they can contribute to society, 
but I've seen too many friends 
give up on college because 
they had to choose between

keeping a roof over their head 
or getting a degree. If the sys
tem of higher education isn't 
willing to compensate for the 
changing needs of students, 
how can they expect students 
to fully contribute to society?

I've noticed in certain 
classes the homework assign
ments have been the main 
learning tool. The instructor 
takes the class time to simply 
go over hours of reading they 
assigned, with little or no 
extra insight. Now, I don 't 
want to discredit the good 
instructors and classes I've 
had here, but every semester 
there's always a class in 
which the lectures m ean 
nothing.

I don 't think that classes 
should be easier. I believe that 
we're in college to be chal- 
lenged. But is it really neces
sary for us to  work endlessly 
after class? I propose the insti
tution find a way to give us 
the kind of challenge we need 
in class. After all, I'm paying 
for someone to teach me, not 
to hand me a bunch  of inane 
assignments tha t offer no 
challenge and waste my time. 
If I wanted to teach myself I'd 
save the tuition money and 
just buy the textbook.
E. PRICE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

U n f i t  f o r  C o m m a n d ?  . . . Y o u  D e c i d e

MICHAEL HOCHSCHEIDT 
STAFF WRITER_____________

"Unfit for Command" is one 
of the more controversial 
books to come out this elec
tion year. Written by lawyer 
and swift boat veteran John 
O'Neill, as well as Jerome 
Corsi, Ph.D. (an expert on the 
antiwar movement), the book 
discusses the list of complaints 
that "Swift Boat Veterans for 
the Truth" have leveled 
against Democratic presiden
tial candidate John Kerry.

Stylistically, the book is 
well organized and easy to 
read. Someone could easily fin
ish it in a weekend. And regard
less of what one thinks about 
the arguments raised, the case 
presented is-well laid out and

easily understandable. The real 
fault is that the book was writ
ten by two authors, and this is 
very noticeable. Around 
halfway through, there is a 
complete shift in style. This is 
little more than an annoyance, 
but it still detracts from the 
quality. That this is the worst 
charge that can be made speaks 
to how strong the writing is.

While most will agree on 
the quality of the writing, the 
political questions raised are 
far less clear-cut. W hether or 
no t a person agrees with the 
Swift Veterans' charges is ulti
m ately up to  the 
reader. However, it would 
probably benefit a potential 
reader to know exactly what 
the Swift Veterans are charg
ing. Despite the media frenzy

about Kerry's war record, the 
debate over his actions in 
Vietnam is n o t the m ain 
focus of the book (although 
those issues are
raised). Instead, the  Swift 
Boat Veterans argue about 
w hat those actions show 
about his character, and how 
he would act as president.

How m uch a person 
agrees with, and enjoys, 
"Unfit for Command" will be 
directly affected by his or her 
politics. Democrats will dis
agree, while Republicans will 
side with the authors. The 
best advice that can be given 
to a prospective reader is to 
know what the book is about, 
read with an open mind, and 
then  make a decision based 
on the case presented.



M e e t  P r e s i d e n t  T i m

W e  s a t  d o w n  w i t h  P r e s i d e n t  N e l s o n  t o  f i n d  t h e  m a n  
b e h i n d  t h e  s u i t .

NICHOLEEN FRUSTI 
BUSINESS MANAGER________

The President can be an intim
idating figure as he walks across 
campus in a suit, most likely 
headed for another meeting on 
important policy matters. 
NMC's president of three years 
can certainly hold his own 
among legislators, administra
tors and big-money donors, 
but there's another side few 
people see on campus. For 
example: President Nelson 
drives a British sports car (when 
it's running), tells students, 
"call me Tim," and thought he 
wanted to be a forester when 
he grew up. He likes murder 
mysteries when he isn't read-  
ing historical fiction or the lat
est college policy.

Want to impress your col
lege president? It might be 
helpful to know he values 
"character as much as compe
tence," and believes communi
ty service is a key way to devel
op that character. He's a former 
Eagle Scout and earned the 
name "Lodge Builder," but he's 
not averse to having fun. He 
played keyboard and vocals for 
a high school rock band that 
he and friends named "North 
American Conflict."

President Nelson's own 
college days hold a special 
place in his heart. He m et his 
wife Nancy when they both 
were residence hall directors 
at Grand Valley State 
University. They now have a 
high school-aged son, Lee, 
and will have been married 
29 years in December.

He totally understands the 
difficulty in selecting a major. 
When he headed off to college, 
he wanted to be a scientist, 
then a forester, and then a busi
ness owner (a goal he's 
achieved several times over). 
His typical Saturday morning 
may not be too unlike yoursf:a 
cup of coffee with the morning 
paper, a trip to the gym, catch
ing up with work at home and

spending time with the family 
when he's not involved with 
weekend college events.

"I'm trying to balance all 
the parts of life, trying to 
learn things all the time," he 
said. "I like to have some fun, 
stay up late and have a hard 
time getting out of bed some
times. Just like students, I'm 
still navigating my journey."

Other facts about your 
college President:

Favorite color: Blue 
Favorite m usical artists: 

Kenny G., George Winston, 
and anything but rap.

Favorite book: "Acres of 
Diamonds" by Russell H. 
Conwell

Favorite quote: "Above 
all, know thyself."

Favorite type of art: Most 
definitely sculpture. "I always 
wanted to learn how to chisel 
stone. I also really enjoy paint
ings by the Dutch masters."

Hobbies: Building, 
rem odeling, fixing things, 
biking, reading, skeet shoot
ing and fly-fishing.

Astrological sign: Scorpio 
College GPA: "As an under

graduate I believe it was a 3.3 
but in Grad School I got a lot 
more serious, which was a 3.9" 

Sports: Ran track and

/ed  tennis in high school 
and college, enjoys golf when 
he has the time.

Pet Peeve: W atching 
people fix th ings repeatedly 
instead of fixing it right the 
first tim e. "I don ' t like 
pu tting  band aids on th ings 
th a t need surgery."

Most em barrassing

m oment: "I was so nervous 
when we were going to baptize 
our son, that I forgot my 
grandmother's name when 
introducing her to the pastor."

If you could be anyone, 
who would it be? "Me" I'm 
happy w i th  who I am, 
something that my parents 
taught me well."









SCOTT COUTURIER 
STAFF WRITER_____________

I have m any hobbies. These 
include sleeping, eating and 
festering in my own filth. 
I've even been know n to 
breathe from tim e to time, 
w hen a flight of whim sy 
seizes me.

Another hobby of m ine 
involves tha t m ost hallowed 
relic of Americana: the 
bum per sticker. I enjoy plas
tering the little devils over 
every stationary surface, be it 
drum heads, windows, or 
quadriplegics. I've even been 
known to slap one of the lit
tle buggers on a bum per from 
tim e to  time, though this 
occurs only in times of dire 
need when percussion instru
m ents or the disabled are not 
readily handy. Indeed, I view 
bum per stickers as the 
supreme form of individual 
expression. After painting. 
And writing. And interpre
tive flatulence.

Unfortunately I also har
bor unnerv ing  gullibility. 
Not only do I hold bumper 
stickers in a sort of ethereal 
reverence; I actually BELIEVE 
them .

Take my friend. According 
to the rear of his car, he is a 
certified pirate, was raised in 
the wilds by elfin sprites, and 
suffers from an acute badger- 
poking disorder. He also 
(though his bumper stickers 
fail to m ention this) enjoys 
issuing restraining orders to 
hapless friends.

I never should have 
asked to see his peg leg.

All silliness aside (for the 
moment, at least), what is the 
appeal of bum per stickers? 
W hy has our society resorted 
to minute, sticky scabs fla
vored with colloquial innuen
do as our chief means of con
veying our social inadequa
cies? Whatever happened to 
public nudity, squirrel stran
gling or voting Republican?

Which isn't to say that you 
should. Put down the chad.

No. Despite all these 
pressure valves on the fur
nace of American idiocy, 
bum per stickers continue to 
proliferate at an alarm ing 
rate. How, you may ask, eyes 
wide with subdued horror? I 
don 't know. But I w ouldn't 
advise leaving two alone in 
an otherwise vacant room for 
any length of time. Especially

R e c e s s  a t  N M C ?

HARRY GILLEN 
STAFF WRITER

Students walking through 
campus might have noticed a 
strange sight this September: 
grown m en and women play
ing an old elementary school 
recess favorite - k ickball.

The NMC intram urals 
program has been playing reg
ular kickball games since Sept. 
13. Coordinated by intramu
rals director Rick Wierman, 
the nostalgic game has given 
students both good exercise 
and a trip back in time.

"It's a great way to hang 
with my friends," said first- 
year student Katy Hart. "It's 
nice out, and winter's coming 
soon so We won't be able to

play outside anymore." Hart 
described the intramural kick
ball team as: "...a blast from 
the past," and added, "It 
makes you reminisce about 
the old days."

Intramural kickball uses a 
16-inch ball "just like they use 
in grade school," said Pete 
LaCourse, NMC's Physical 
Education Coordinator, 
"except it's with college kids."

Player Ryan Fields said he 
was talked into participating 
but found himself enjoying 
the game. "It's better than just 
sleeping and going to class," 
he said.

John Stephenson, who is 
playing kickball with pretty 
m uch everyone from his 
dorm, was a novice w ho

if you 're  a M arvin Gaye 
enthusiast.

Quite frankly, it all comes 
down to sound bytes. We 
dwell in a society bereft of 
patience - i nstantaneous grati
fication dominates our feeble, 
nigh-prehistoric minds (except 
where sex is concerned. You'll 
never find that on a Blue Light 
special at Kmart). We fail to 
acknowledge even the most 
miraculous of scientific 
advancements, taking for 
granted complex m achina
tions that our club-wielding 
ancestors would have regarded 
with dystopian awe.

Not me, though. Every 
time I use the microwave, I 
whoop and holler with glee. I 
send out invitations before 
tu rn ing  on the  television. 
Bored? Come to one of my 
cell phone tailgate parties. I'll 
even let you dial.

So what is the sole uptick 
of this gross under-apprecia
tion of all things wise and 
wonderful? Bumper stickers. 
Societies m ay crumble. 
Nations may collapse. But at 
least you'll always be aware 
th a t Ninja M onkeys Are 
M eeting As We Speak, 
Plotting My Demise.

caught on fast. "I like getting 
competitive," he said.

W ith the kickball season 
w inding down, the  next 
activity in tram ural sports 
enthusiasts can look forward 
to is flag football. The four- 
week season starts Oct. 11, 
w ith a registration deadline 
of Oct. 7. Students are 
encouraged to sign up early. 
W ant to lead a team? A cap
tains' meeting will be held on 
Oct. 7 in  the West Hall cafe
teria at 5:15 p.m.. Games will 
be twice a week on Monday 
th rough  Thursday, either 
3:10 or 4:10 p.m.. Rosters are 
available at the West and East 
hall front desks.














