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As early as next fall, students 
caught cheating m ay face 
consequences more serious 
than  just failing a test or a 
class. If a policy is enacted as 
proposed, cheating could be 
recorded on a student's tran
script, with the black mark 
following the student for the 
rest of his or her academic 
career. A habitual cheater 
could even be expelled.

According to  a policy 
proposal drafted by 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
D epartm ent Chair Mark 
Howell, the drive behind the 
policy change is a dramatic 
increase in plagiarism in the 
last 18 m onths, particularly 
in courses w ith a heavy 
em phasis on  writing. 
Students are using the 
Internet no t just as a source 
of inform ation bu t as a 
convenient source for 
completed papers, he said.

Every semester, at least four 
cases come to the attention of 
the Communication depart

ment, with countless others 
handled at the instructor level.

"The real issue is the 
process of learning," says 
Bronwyn Jones, associate 
chair of communications and 
a supporter of some type of 
policy change.

"School is a high pressure 
situation so the tem ptations 
are great, but if we shortcut 
that learning process through 
cheating, what happens? Do 
we graduate nurses who 
d o n ’t have enough basic 
m ath skills to determine cor
rect dosage, w hich could 
endanger a patient?"

Currently, instructors can 
decide how to handle a case 
of cheating. If the new policy 
is passed by NMC's policy 
council, a person caught 
cheating could potentially  
receive a grade of "XF". That 
grade would indicate that the 
student no t only failed, but 
did so due to academic dis
honesty. The policy is m od
eled after one now in place at 
Barton County Com m unity 
College, a school in 
Kansas. There, the XF grade is

F r e e  s h o t s  c o m e  w i t h  c a t c h

B i o - t e r r o r i s m  d r il l  h e l d  o n  c a m p u s

AMBER EDMONDSON 
STAFF WRITER_____________

On October 5, the Grand 
Traverse Health Department 
offered NMC students and fac
ulty free flu vaccines, lunches, 
movie passes, and an opportu
nity to help Uncle Sam.

Not only did the event 
im m unize participants, it 
also served as a small pox 
drill, preparing the health  
departm ent for a potential 
bio-terrorism emergency.

In all, 98 students and 
faculty members were im m u
nized and, according to 
Deanna Kelly, public health 
adm inistrator, the  health  
departm ent team  got well 
prepared for a true outbreak.

However, when the immu- 
nization team returned to the

used to track cases of academ
ic dishonesty, and pun ish  
repeat offenders accordingly.

While there's wide agree
m ent on the need for a consis
tent policy at NMC, there are 
concerns over whether the 
benefits of such a policy such 
as the one used in Kansas out
weigh the potential harm to a 
student's academic (and possi
bly lifelong career) future.

Proponents believe the 
XF grade would be an effec
tive and needed deterrent. 
Currently, the consequences 
for cheating (both in terms of 
GPA and lost tuition) are no 
different then they are for 
failing a class for any other 
reason. There is no record

showing that cheating was 
the reason for failing the 
course. As a result, Dr. Howell 
believes, some students are 
cheating "care free," knowing 
they can always retake cours
es - a nd possibly cheat again.

Opponents don 't think 
an XF grade should follow 
students th roughou t their 
academ ic careers. Kent 
Stearman, an NMC adjunct 
instructor, says he thinks the 
policy is a good one if kept 
internal only. He agrees that 
cheating is a serious problem, 
but he doesn't believe the XF 
grade should follow students 
beyond their tenure here 
because it doesn't allow for 
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office after the drill, they 
received a conference call from 
the Centers for Disease Control 
informing them of a shortage 
in the vaccine-a 50 percent 
shortage. Chiron, the supplier, 
had not gotten the necessary 
approval to release the vaccine, 
something they later learned 
was due to bacterial infection 
in six to eight million doses of 
flu vaccine in Great Britain.

The health department 
now is asking citizens to reserve 
the vaccines for "high priority" 
members of the community, 
such as the elderly. You can 
check out www.grandtra- 
verse.org to see if you qualify.

While the health depart
m ent is on a waiting list with 
another vaccine provider, it is 
recom m ending  several non-
vaccine m ethods of prevent-

ing flu. Health officials sug
gest that people: avoid con
tact with anyone already ill; 
cover your m outh with a tis
sue w hen you sneeze or 
cough; wash hands frequent
ly; and avoid touching your 
eyes, nose, and m outh. Kelly 
also said tha t prevention is 
sometimes as simple as "giv
ing yourself perm ission  t o  
stay hom e." Hear that, stu

dents? You have permission 
from the health department.

The shortage,  however, is 
m aking some students feel 
very lucky for having received 
their shots during the small 
pox drill. They were able to do 
something that many college 
students often don't have the 
time to do: take care of them - 

 se lv es .  A n d , o h  y eah , h e lp  
combat terrorism.

P r o p o s e d  c h e a t i n g  p o l i c y  t o o  t o u g h ?





F r o m  t h e  ' s o u r c e ' s  m o u t h

ERIN CROWELL 
STAFF WRITER

Its dark and a m an with a gun appears 
at your car door in the parking lot, 
demanding your wallet. As you hand 
it over and beg for your life, he barks 
at you to  drive him  to the Canadian 
border.

"NO!" you scream, "do you 
realize how hard it was for me to get 
this parking spot?!"

Before he can pull the trigger in 
response, up comes Officer Leah of 
the M ichigan State Police, delivering 
a karate chop to the m an's arm, 
sending him  to the ground screaming 
like a little girl.

You've just been saved by Leah 
Johnson, a student currently enrolled 
in the police academy program here 
at NMC. Johnson, a 22-year-old T.C. 
C entral alum nus, entered the 
program last year, along with 3 other 
females. The W hite Pine Press had 
the opportunity to  catch up w ith 
Johnson  during her grueling 
academic schedule.

WPP: You've always had an 
interest in criminal justice, what do 
you want to do once you've completed 
the program and have the degree?

Jo h n so n : I w anna be a cop. 
(Smiling) Well, I guess I should say 
police officer.

WPP: Would you want to  be 
stationed here in  the  area or 
somewhere else?

Johnson : Here would be fine. 
But if I had the option of going 
somewhere, I would go out west.

WPP: Is it hard being one of only 
four females involved in  the 
program?

Johnson: No, it's no t a problem. 
They don 't treat us special. We're 
expected to do the same things as all 
the guys.

WPP: So, w hat are the hard 
parts?

Johnson : Managing time. We're 
usually in  classes from 9 a.m. to  9 
p.m. I don 't have a lot of [free] time. 
Oh, and running!

WPP: How far do you usually run?
Johnson: Depending on the day, 

usually 2 to  3 miles. That's definitely 
the hard part.

WPP: W hat do you do on an 
average day?

Johnson: We've got class time 
and physical training. Some classes I 
have involve H ealth Assessment, 
M ichigan Crim inal Law, Cultural 
Awareness and Diversity, and 
Investigations. We also go to Camp 
Grayling every Friday for firearms 
training. We shoot anything from 9 
m m  pistols to shotguns. It's pretty 
fun.

WPP: W hat's your favorite part 
of the program?

Johnson: Defensive Tactics. We 
learn driving tactics, pressure points 
on the body, and possible scenarios.

WPP: Cool. Now, what would be 
your advice for anyone interested in 
entering the  police academy 
program?

Johnson : Run. (You'll be doing 
lots of it)

Johnson  plans to  graduate in 
December...watch out NMC!

S G A  e l e c t s  o f f i c e r s

GARRET ELLISON 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

SGA has finally held officer elections. 
O n Oct. 12, six weeks into the fall 
semester, the candidates m et at 3p.m. 
in  the Student Activities office to 
vote.

Four officers and six division chairs 
were elected. Newly elected president 
Nicholeen Frusti, also current president 
of Alpha Rio Phi, the NMC chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa, said she plans to re
build SGA's reputation as a strong 
student group.

"This organization has languished 
for too long," she said. "I envision a 
body that takes the SGA preamble to 
heart and enriches the educational 
experience of all students on campus."

Candidates were placed on the 
ballot by a nom ination from any 
academic division, and they would in 
turn represent that division. Candidates 
for Open Chairs assemble a petition

with 50 student signatures and then 
represent the student body at large. The 
vote was conducted by a secret ballot. 
Officers:

President: Nicholeen Frusti,
Business Division
Vice President: April Dukert,
Open Chair
Treasurer: T im othy Broxterman, 
Maritime
Secretary: Tonya Primeau,
Open Chair

Chairs:

C om m unications: Samantha Russell 
Health Occupations: Debra Capehart 
Social Science: Tara Fleis 
O pen Chair: Caroline Moss 
O pen Chair: Nate Boerma 
O pen Chair: Rebecca Clapsaddle

Chairs lef t  unfilled are: Humanities, 
Aviation, Math /Science and Culinary.

W i n e  t a s t e r s  t e s t  t h e  p a l a t e

CAROL NAVARRO 
FEATURES EDITOR

Since Italy is known for its romance 
and passionate appeal, it stands to 
reason that its wine would elicit a 
sense of adventure.

For those brave enough to 
venture into unknow n waters, the 
elusive art of appreciating wine is 
w ithin the reach of anyone willing 
to: "converse, get book smarts in line 
w ith  the  palate, and practice, 
practice, practice." That was the 
message Amanda Danielson, owner 
of the new Italian restaurant Trattoria 
Stella, delivered to  the  20 
participants in her wine tasting event 
at 3p.m. on Oct. 2 in the Culinary 
Institute boardroom  as part of the 
Traverse Epicurean Classic.

Drinking wine requires careful 
attention and more thought than  
indiscriminately grabbing a jug off the 
grocery store shelf. A student doesn't 
have to  wait until they're 21 to begin 
studying wine either. There's lots of 
inform ation th a t can be learned 
before a young adult attains our legal 
right of passage.

To know wine is to  know its 
culture and geography. For the 
beginner, this is a good place to start. 
"Its all about the terroir" (French 
word for soil), says Danielson. The 
terroir is everything. It's the type of

soil and w hat affects it: slope, 
orientation to the sun, elevation, 
plus every nuance of the climate; 
rainfall, wind velocity and direction, 
frequency of fog, hours of sunshine, 
and the average of high and low 
temperatures.

In m any regions, the wine of an 
area reflects its culture. The 
techniques used by winemakers are 
the ones their family has used for 
generations. The techniques and 
culture are reflected in  the wine. Part 
of the experience of drinking Italian 
wine is tasting its history. Northern 
M ichigan wines may not have the 
history but they happen to be on the 
same 45th parallel as some of the 
worlds best wine growing regions, 
such as the Piedmont in  Italy and 
Bordeaux in France.

For a 'cheap' ($11 a bottle) wine 
try Primitivo from Puglia- the far 
southeastern tip of Italy. This is a 
cousin of the  popular California 
Zinfandel, and has a simple, fruity or 
berry-like quality. For a really 
different experience, an Amarone is 
sm oother and recommended to  be 
drunk with cheese, no t w ith a full 
m eal, w hich would obscure the 
beauty of the wine. This m ight no t 
fit in to  the average college student's 
budget at $50-60 dollars a bottle, but 
it makes a great graduation gift!



GARRET ELLISON 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

As I sat in a dark room with a 
handful of students watching 
the second presidential debate, 
it occurred to me this was the 
wrong setting. I should've 
been in  a bar, with a big screen 
TV and a beer, arguing with 
some guy in a NASCAR hat 
about how  scripted the 
delivery was, and throwing 
peanuts at the television.

But instead I shared the 
debate with a few students 
w ho cared, and spent the 
whole first hour taking notes 
before I gave up. I liked the 
town hall format better than 
the first one, but I could tell 
Bush did also. He was in his 
element here, face to face with 
citizens, and he came across as 
one of them  very well. Kerry 
gave a valiant showing, except 
for the abortion question, 
asked by a young blonde, 
which he dropped completely. 
Eric Hines, WNMC station 
manager said to me the next

day, "Clinton would have been 
all over that one. He never 
would have missed a chance to 
have the pretty girl eating out 
of his hand." But Kerry fell 
apart completely. He 
stammered something about 
no t legislating against a 
woman's rights while 
maintaining a personal pro life 
faith, when all he needed to 
say was that he was pro-choice, 
yet planned to do everything 
in  his power to see it was the 
last resort a woman had. Bush 
spoke for everybody watching 
when he said afterward, "Still 
deciphering that one."

But noth ing  could 
compare to my favorite quote 
of the whole night: "Need 
some wood?" uttered by Bush 
as a horribly corny attempt at 
hum or, regarding a tim ber 
company he allegedly owned. I 
went around asking everybody 
if they needed some wood the 
next day and got mixed 
responses.

Students would wander in 
and out of the room randomly

during the debate, which was 
aired commercial free. The TV 
was in the lounge in  East Hall. 
Of the six w ho started 
watching the debate, only 
three were left at the end,

“C l in to n  w o u ld  
h a v e  b e e n  a ll 
o v e r  t h a t  o n e .
H e  n e v e r  w o u ld  
h a v e  m i s s e d  a  
c h a n c e  to  h a v e  
t h e  p r e t t y  g irl 
e a t i n g  o u t  o f  h i s  
h a n d ”

-ERIC HINES, WNMC STATION MANAGER

including myself. The other 
two still watching were an 
older couple who I assumed 
were students because they 
wore pajamas.

The couch in  front of the 
TV seemed like a coveted spot, 

bu t nobody stayed 
there, maybe because 
there were no 
commercial breaks. 
Two hours is a long 
time to pay attention 
to som ething tha t 
most already have 
made their m ind up 
about. I can't say that I 
really blame them  
either. Presidential 
candidates debating 
about foreign policy 
and tax code isn 't 
exactly the Spice 
channel. A couple of 
times a girl wandered 
in to grab these two 
guys behind me and 
complain about a 
computer problem.

She said, "This is boring, come 
help me fix my computer."

There were a few times 
that the presidential drama 
elicited a positive response out 
of the scarce viewers around 
me. W hen John Kerry declared 
he helped balance the budget 
in 1996, one kid declared it 
true because he'd  looked it up 
on  the Internet (he also 
happens to be correct). W hen 
the final question was put to 
Bush about three mistakes he 
made while in office and if he 
could re-do anything, 
everybody in the room leaned 
in  close and one person 
muttered: "This better be 
good." The President's answer 
about tactical mistakes (Iraq) 
that can't be held against the 
ideals that prom pted them, 
elicited an exclamation and a 
excited clap from my fellow 
viewer. It's always a treat to see 
a m an put on  the spot wiggle 
out and stick to the script, I 
guess.

I've decided to find a more 
spirited environment to  watch 
the next debate, some place 
with a good mix of people. An 
older crowd would be ideal, 
people with a vested interest 
because they've had more of 
their life to  see the way these 
elections impact them . 
Hopefully. I'll probably be in  a 
bar somewhere downtown, 
holding court with a crowd of 
drunk people shouting 
obscenities at each other. It'll 
be like a British Parliamentary 
session. You are welcome to 
join me.

Editor's note: Due to our 
printing schedule, I  cannot 
include updated info from the 
final debate. We go to the printer 
on Wednseday evening to have 
the issue out on Monday. Such is 
life.



P l e a s e  c l e a n  y o u r  m e s s !
Every time I visit a restroom on campus I'm  
horrified to find tha t at least one of the toilet 
seats has been urinated or defecated on. Not 
to m ention the lack of flushing abilities that 
some people seem to have. W henever I bring 
up the subject to classmates, we all seem to 
agree that it's disgusting and something has 
to be done about it.

I have come to the conclusion tha t 
"squatters" are to blame for m ost of the mess 
found in  restrooms. So for all of you out there 
tha t are afraid of the toilet seat, here are some 
facts I've found.

The toilet seat should be the least of your 
fears in a public restroom. In fact, it is the 
cleanest thing you can actually touch. There 
were more germs found on faucets and door 
handles than  on the toilet seat. Unlike the 
fixtures, walls, outer rim, and bowl of the toi
let, the seat is cleaned regularly. Here's some
th ing  you m ight no t know: every time a toi
let is flushed a spray of fecal m atter and water 
can move up to 20 feet from the source. And 
you thought you were keeping safe by bal
ancing with your hands on the stall walls.

The greatest contam ination is in rest
rooms with one stall or more than  four. One 
stall gets used over and over again, but it 
doesn't get cleaned as regularly as it should

with all that usage. A restroom w ith more 
than  four stalls (like m any at NMC) gets a lot 
of usage, but no t a lot of cleaning. W ith that 
m any toilets, it's easy for things to  get missed.

Hand washing is another major issue. In 
a recent study, more than  90 percent of peo
ple stated that they wash their hands after 
using the restroom. However, w hen observers 
were sent into restrooms in nine American 
cities, it was found tha t only 60 to  70 percent 
of people actually wash their hands.

Last but no t least we come to the issue of 
people urinating on the toilet seat. You can
no t catch anything from a toilet seat. You're 
more likely to catch something from whatev
er you're leaning against for balance. If you 
can't manage to  h it a target tha t big or be civ
ilized enough to  clean up after yourself, there 
are woods all around NMC.

I'm not trying to scare anyone into being 
afraid to use the restroom. I'm just dumbfounded 
by the amount of disrespect that people have for 
others. We need a call to arms here. If you notice 
that anyone has left behind a mess in the bath
room, don't be afraid, point it out. Remind people 
they need to wash their hands. Remind all your 
friends to clean up, wash up, and flush. Please.

E. PRICE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

W a r n i n g :  T h i s  c o m m e n t a r y

That is no t to say that this article is a random  
am algam ation of anim al bits. I would have 
com pared it with Spam wore that the case. No, 
this article is like a platypus in that it is sad, 
wistful, and utterly utterly depressing, while still 
m anaging a h in t of m irth.

The NMC campus recently played host to  a 
particularly distressing event: an open discussion 
of the upcoming vote on ostracizing gays from all 
legal recognition in the state of Michigan. I do not 
m ean to imply that the debate itself was a sordid 
affair...nay, democracy in action is a beautiful 
thing, much jike Pamela Anderson delivering the 
State of the Union Address. No, my anger is riled 
by the fact that such a debate was even warranted.

Okay, here are the arguments: Marriage, the rabid 
and slavering jaws of the Right insist, should only 
exist between a man and a woman. Why? Well, their 
argument breaks down somewhat at this point. 
Apparently it has something to do with the fact that 
only the union of a man and a woman can produce 
children. Hm m . Well then, that sounds reasonable. 
Except that it fails to take into account the hundreds 
of thousands of heterosexual marriages that have 
failed to produce progeny. Some couples choose to 
remain childless. Others are physically incapable of 
producing offspring. According to this argument, 
these unhappy couples should be disbanded instantly. 
Obviously they are a threat to our American way of 
life! Funny,  and I thought we   were worried aboutt

terrorism, the upcoming election or (at least in my 
case) another season of American Idol.

A second argument (if you want to call it that) 
insists that homosexuality is an affront to  God.

Okay. Just let me crack m y knuckles before 
tackling this one.

Homosexuality is only referenced once in the 
Bible. This occurs in the  controversial Book of 
Leviticus, the supposed testam ent of God's Law to 
the Jews. Sounds pretty official so far. However, 
in  tandem  w ith hom osexuality, the Book 
proscribes the proper keeping of slaves, forbids the 
consum ption of pork and lobster, and details the 
correct way to  behead a sacrificial dove and spray 
its effluence on the altar of the Lord. Now, I 
haven't been to  church recently, but last I recall, 
the Christian and Hebrew faiths stopped a little 
short of butchering wildlife. Maybe things have 
changed? If so, let me know, people.

So the question is this: why cling to  one 
grossly outdated passage and merrily discard its 
counterparts? It  doesn't make the slightest bit of 
sense. But then again, this is the radical, Harry- 
Potter banning , Iraq-bom bing, Bush-electing, 
missionary-positioning Right we're talking about.

Yet ano ther argum ent states th a t 
hom osexuality is 'unna tu ra l.' Uh huh. Right. 
That's why people are BORN that way. Studies 
have shown (isn't that a classy line?) that our 
respr ctive sexual tendencies Tesult from ecposure.

to various chemicals whilst gestating in the womb. 
Need m ore proof? Hom osexuality has been 
observed throughout the natural world. From the 
m ost m inute of insects to whole prides of bum- 
loving lions, homosexuality is ram pant in  the 
anim al kingdom, bo th  w ithin and w ithout San 
Francisco. Doesn't get m uch more natural than  
that, I'm  afraid.

Finally, some people (shall I list names?) 
believe that homosexuality is a threat to  the ages- 
old institution of marriage. Well, pardon me, but 
what about Vegas? While rambling debates on 
hom osexual marriage have been m eandering 
through Congress like an inebriated Ted Kennedy, 
thousands of couples have been flying to  Vegas, 
getting hitched, and then  divorcing m om ents after 
leaving the city limits. We live in a society where 
Britney Spears can don a wedding ring solely as a 
publicity stunt. But two m en or women who are 
effectively in  love cannot so m uch as procure a 
marriage certificate.

Something is dreadfully wrong here.
As you can see, this article does indeed 

resemble the platypus. Bumbling, depressing, 
indicative of God's twisted sense of humour... but 
ultimately (I pray) inspiring. So please, vote NO 
on the upcoming am endm ent. If not for gay 
rights, then  at least for the long-suffering platypi.

SCOTT COUTURIER
STAFF COLUMNIST



Continued from pg 1 
Cheating
the option of redemption.

"Education is to make 
people better, w hich this 
doesn't do," he said. "This 
perm anently labels a student 
as a problem. "

Of the 36 faculty m em 
bers who responded to a sur
vey on the proposed policy,

all but two said they believed 
NMC should keep a record of 
students who cheat, and 23 
said they definitely or were 
"inclined to" support the XF 
grade. Eleven were not sure 
or inclined against the XF 
mark.

"Hopefully giving this 
policy will be deterren t 
enough," one faculty m em 

ber wrote. Another worried 
that a student could never 
wipe the grade off a tran
script. "This is a heavy bur
den for the rest of h is or her 
life. I th in k  an F is enough."

S tudent op in ions vary 
as well. H eather Franklin, 
an NMC student, says th a t 
the  policy seems fair, given 
the  serious natu re  of cheat
ing. Andy Buss feels the  
policy should stay as it is, 
w ith  penalties left to  an

instructor's best judgment.
The policy council, 

through input from students 
and staff, will determine the 
exact wording of the policy. 
The council also will need to 
clearly define cheating. 
Currently, the policy propos
al defines cheating as "falsify
ing data on a paper, using 
unauthorized  aids on  an 
exam, or m aking someone 
else's ideas appear as one's 
original work." W hat is not

defined is whether a person 
who fails to cite one source in 
a research paper, should be 
treated the same as a person 
who purchased a paper off 
the Internet, Howell says.

Issues like this will be 
raised in the public hearings 
scheduled later this school 
year. Even if passed, the poli
cy would no t likely be put 
into place until the start of 
fall semester next year.

N M C  c r a c k s  d o w n  o n  h i g h - t e c h  c h e a t e r s

Technology has become a 
weapon of the 21st Century 
cheater, leaving college 
administrators on the look
out for all the latest tactics 
and tools such as cell phones 
and the internet.

Picture phones are being 
used as copy machines rather 
than  a tool for sharing can
did m oments. Students take 
a quick snap shot of a study 
guide before a test, and con
veniently  flip open the 
phone during the test. This 
m ethod of cheating is usually 
seen in  larger classrooms and 
lecture halls where the 
chances of being caught are 
minimal.

A nother device for 
cheaters is the  not-so-old

World Wide Web. For online 
quiz takers, instant messag
ing allows students to swap 
answers and research ques
tions. A quick click, and 
some typing is all a student 
needs to dodge the system.'

Smaller colleges like 
NMC have classroom sizes 
th a t h inder these acts of 
cheating. But w ith the num 
bers of cheating recently on 
the rise, a watchful eye is 
kept open. Testing areas like 
the Center for Learning have 
seen incidents of cheating in 
the past; but that was before 
the  center was rem odeled 
this summer.

"N ot one act of cheating 
has h a p p e n ed  th is  year 
since th e  cen te r's  been  
open," says Alison Collins, 
w ho has d irec ted  th e  
Center for Learning since 
its seven years of operation.

U ntil th is  year, sm all 
room s around the  center 
were used for testing. The 
centrally-located room  now 
used for testing makes it easi
er for staff to  m onitor. 
Windows on the east end of 
the room also help because of 
their position, w ith a full 
view of the computer lab; 
this makes it harder for stu
dents to instant message bud
dies or open a picture phone 
w ithout being noticed.

Collins also adds th a t 
s tu d en ts  are expected  to  
leave purses and  backpacks 
w ith  th e  C en ter for 
Learning staff, leaving little 
room  to sneak in  a p icture 
p h o n e . New ly in sta lled  
lockers ensure the  security 
of the  studen ts ' belongings, 
along w ith  the  security of 
th e  te s tin g  system  as a 
whole.









S m i l i n '  A n d y  c r e a t e s  f u n k y  c u i s i n e

HARRY GILLEN 
STAFF WRITER

Sm ilin ' Andy G illen, th e  
ow ner of "Q " (short for 
BBQ) re s ta u ra n t in  San 
Francisco, b rough t his Pan 
Asian specialtie s - o r w hat 
he likes to  call " funky  
com fort food" - t o Traverse 
C ity 's E p icurean  C lassic 
earlier th is  m o n th .

He jo ined  chefs, w ine 
experts and  various o ther 
cu linary  professionals from  
around  th e  coun try  for a 
g ian t celebration  based at 
NMC's cu linary  arts p ro 
gram  Sept. 30 th ro u g h  Oct. 
3. It's an  even t one w ine 
in s tru c to r  from  th e  
C u lin ary  In s titu te  of 
A m erica said  he belives 
even tually  could  rival th e  
n a tio n 's  to p  food and  w ine 
festivals.

G illen , o n e  of m any  
hono rary  chefs from  across 
th e  n a tio n , p repared  a 
"Pan Pacific Funky 
Am erican Fusion" m enu  of 
sm all plate  en tries at 310. 
Guests loved offerings like 
his Flat Iron Steak and  the  
e n te r ta in in g  sto ry
(detailed on  th e  back of 
th e  m enu) th a t m ade h im  a 
legend.

As th e  s to ry  goes, 
G illen ea rned his sm ilin ' 
A ndy n ick n am e on  th e  
W est Coast by perfecting  a 
C hili Dog recipe for the  
G ratefu l D ead 's Jerry  
Garcia.

"The Jerry Garcia story 
is a m yth ,"  laughed Gillen. 
"It was a kosher dog, n o t a 
chili dog."

G illen (my uncle) has 
to ld  the  story  from  tim e to  
tim e, and  he to ld  it again 
here  w ith  great en th u s i-

Chef Gillen works magic at 310
PHOTO BY GARRET ELLISON

asm . "The real s to ry  is, 
Garcia liked grilled kosher 
dogs, b u t he c o u ld n 't eat 
th em  on  his d ie t,"  said 
G illen . "So I and  o thers  
were supposed  to  be on 
h an d  for his cheating.

O ne tim e, th e  great one 
cam e back stage du ring  a 
show (out West in  1990) 
and  said he w anted  a dog. I 
was to ld  to  m ake it for h im  
an d  fo u n d  special dogs 
m arked  ' G arcia B u n s" ...I 
h an d  back the  h o t dog and 
it g e ts in te rc e p te d  an d  
quickly h anded  to  Garcia.

"Then I tu rn  to  hear 
th is  ye lling , an d  H ell's 
Angels, h ipp ies, h ipsters, 
and  hangers all w atched  in 
h o rro r  as th e  g rea t one 
voiced his displeasure and  
threw  the  dog in  the  air. 
The dog curled in  the  air in  
th ree  loop de loops, a back 
ga iner an d  a som ersau lt 
w ith  a tw ist, th e  m ustard  
an d  k e tch u p  ach iev in g  
escape velocity.

"He scream ed,
' Everyone knows you d o n 't 
p u t sw eet re lish  on  a 
kosher dog !'

G illen laughed as he 
recalled  th e  ev en t th a t  
eventually  m ade h im  the  
d es ig n a ted  kosher dog 
bearer for Je rry  G arcia. 
"(Sw eet relish ) was th e  
o n ly  re lish  th ey  had!" 
laughed G illen. "They just 
w en t n u ts  back in  th e  
k itchen  find ing  th is  stuff. I 
said (to t he guy w ho in te r
cepted the  dog), 'Jim , th is 
never h a p p en s  a g a in .' I 
m ade sure Garcia got th e  
dog he w anted  after th a t ."

In  h is class, G illen  
encou raged  s tu d e n ts  to  
have th a t  k ind of cu linary  
confidence.

"It's n o t a bad th in g  to 
m ake a m istake ,"  he 
assured, "and  to  try  to  fix 
it. W hen  you ad just foods 
from  m istakes, you  can 
build  a lo t of confidence. 
But d o n it use too  m uch 
salt, y o u 'll ru in  it. You can 
alw ays add  m ore salt 
later," he  added  in  caution .

Like his com fort food 
persona, G illen believes in  
staying mellow, and  th a t a 
good chef can prepare a 
m eal righ t from  th e  fridge.

"My m o ther was a fab
ulous cook," he said. "She 
could take an y th in g  from  
th e  fridge and  m ake a m eal 
of it. This is an im p o rtan t 
skill to  hav e ."

Funky A m erican
C om fort Food, said G illen, 
is tak ing  regular com fort 
food  an d  c o m b in in g  it 
w ith  o th er spices and  stuff 
people a re n 't used to  hav- 

’ ing, so th a t  it's  fam iliar 
and  d ifferen t a t th e  same 
tim e.

For his class, he pre
pared a Salsa Fresca am ong 
o th e r u n iq u e  sauces and  
dips, an d  s tu d e n ts  m ar
veled at the  taste  of his 
un ique  b lend  of spices and 
sweets. "It's  n o t  odd  to  
th in k  d iffe re n t,"  G illen  
said to  his students.

"Is there  an y th in g  th a t 
I just have to  have?" one 
asked.

"Go for th e  sim ple fla
vor," said G illen . "W e're 
good at the  sim ple stuff, 
th ings like fried chicken."













NMC student stows away on a historic schooner 
to study the greatest threat to the Great Lakes.

JOHN MELCHER 
STAFF WRITER

It was a perfect fall day 
in northern Michigan. The 
sun was shining and the air 
was crisp. A few of us wore 
sunglasses, while others 
wore stocking hats. We 
hauled in a net full of cray
fish, raised the sail, and sang 
traditional Great Lakes sea 
shanties. We collected water 
samples and used micro
scopes to view the organisms 
that could not be seen by the 
naked eye. Then, while tack
ing back and forth across 
Suttons Bay on the tradition
al Great Lakes schooner and 
schoolship Inland Seas, we 
were instructed to find a 
comfortable spot to sit.

"We are going to take a 
few moments to be silent," 
said Sally Somsel, instructor 
for Inland Seas' Schoolship 
Program. "Listen to the 
sounds, smell the air, look 
around you, and imagine 
being out here 100 years ago," 
she continued, as the sounds 
of wind and water above the 
surface evoked memories of a 
time gone by.

What we soon were to 
learn was that the reality 
below the surface was not so 
serene.

What I (and a class of 
6th graders from Tappan 
Middle School) learned on 
the schooner that day was 
this: the single greatest

threat facing the Great Lakes 
is that of invasive aquatic 
species, spread primarily by 
human activity and later to 
be found in our nets and 
throughout our samples 
from the lake's bottom.

Inland Seas formed in 
1989 when a group of scien
tists, educators, and sailors 
came together "to promote 
the study and conversation 
of the Great Lakes." Inland 
Seas' mission is twofold. It 
encourages students to pur
sue academic interests relat
ed to the Great Lakes, partic
ularly in the sciences; and, it 
educates the general public 
about current freshwater 
issues to promote an atti
tude of stewardship towards 
all natural resources. Since 
its inception, the program 
has had more than 60,000 
participants.

Inland Seas also partners 
with other organizations 
sharing com m on goals, 
including the Great Lakes 
Water Studies Institute at 
Northwestern Michigan 
College. The two groups 
have jointly sponsored pro
grams for educators on inva
sive species, and like Inland 
Seas, NMC's Institute 
believes that education is 
fundamental to preserving 
and protecting the world's 
supply of freshwater.

"We all agree that edu
cating our young people, 
and promoting responsibili

ty and stewardship, are the 
keys to success," said Tim 
Ervin of the Great Lakes 
Water Studies Institute.

Both organizations 
agree that the issue of inva
sive species is paramount to 
the quality of life in the 
Great Lakes region. Both 
also stressed that everyone 
has a personal responsibility 
to help prevent the situa- 
tion from becoming more 
serious than it already is.

Invasive species or 
"aquatic exotics" come from 
as far away as Europe and 
Asia, primarily by hitching 
rides in the ballast water of 
commercial ships. Once the 
invading species arrive in 
the Great Lakes, they con
tinue to be transferred by 
recreational boaters and 
other human activity 
(where the average person's 
responsibility comes in ). 
Round gobies, Eurasian 
ruffe, and zebra muscles are 
all examples of animal 
species that have successful- 
ly invaded our waters. 
Purple loosestrife and 
Eurasian watermilfoil have 
invaded the plant life. There 
are 160 in all, and each is 
having a significant impact 
on the Great Lakes.

"This problem affects us 
ecologically and economi
cally," said Colleen 
Masterson, a biologist and 
education director at Inland 
Seas. "Ecologically, it alters

the food web and has led to 
the extinction of some of 
our native species. 
Economically, it is estimated 
that this issue costs the 
Great Lakes region more 
than $100 billion annually."

Back on the schoolship 
Inland Seas, I'm feeling like a 
6th grader all over again. As 
we gather around an aquari
um of zebra mussels we've 
collected, a volunteer instruc
tor explains how these sharp 
white mussels best known for 
cutting feet on local beaches 
filter the water to consume 
algae. This makes the water 
much clearer - n o t necessari
ly a good thing. That allows 
more light to penetrate to 
deeper regions, which causes 
light-sensitive fish like 
salmon and walleye to move 
into deeper waters. The addi
tional light also allows certain 
plants to thrive, which gives 
smaller fish a place to hide, 
making it more difficult for 
predator fish to find food, dis
rupting the food chain. In 
unison, we all look up smil
ing at each other, as if we've 
just been made to understand 
one of the countless myster
ies of life.

W hen I ask Ana Leon, 
one of the 6th graders, if 
they studied this back at 
school in Ann Arbor, she 
replies, "Yeah, but now I 
understand it a lot better. 
Plus, it's a lot more fun out 
here on the boat!"


