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CAROL NAVARRO 
FEATURES EDITOR

The winds of November 
passed through like a steady 
breeze under cloudy skies. A 
crowd of about 80 people 
gathered at noon on Nov. 10 
to honor the memories and 
sacrifices of the 29 men on 
the Edmund Fitzgerald, and 
all mariners who have per
ished in the Great Lakes.

Nov. 10 marks the 29- 
year anniversary of the annu
al Great Lakes of Mariners 
Memorial Service, held for 
the first tim e in  the new 
courtyard of the Maritime 
Academy. This ceremony was 
started by classmates of 
David Weiss, who trained at 
the Great Lakes M aritime 
Academy and perished in the 
infam ous Lake Superior 
storm  of Novem ber 1975. 
The term  'Never give up the 
ship' applies to the determi
nation of David's classmates 
and all the maritime cadets 
who have kept the reverent 
tradition.

Propeller Club President 
Nick Ponsonby welcomed 
the crowd as the Master of 
Ceremonies. Haunting ren

ditions of Taps and Reveille 
were played by incom ing 
cadet Kelin Hickey. Ashleigh 
Hanchett graced the crowd 
w ith the M ariner's Hymn. 
James M cCallum gave the 
vessel roll call and Amber 
Friel performed the tolling of 
the bell 29 times for each 
m an on the  Edm und 
Fitzgerald.

The special guest speaker, 
Rev. Richard Ingels Jr. of the 
Maritime Church in Detroit 
rem inded the crowd to 
include those now serving in 
the military and m erchant 
marines in their prayers.

"W hy is the Fitzgerald the 
one that's honored year after 
year w hen so m any other 
ships and lives have been lost 
at sea?" he asked. "In part, 
because of Gordon Lightfoot's 
ballad that insures the 
Edmund Fitzgerald's place in 
history. Also, it was the last 
great shipwreck on the Great 
Lakes and remains shrouded 
in mystery."

"We are bound by these 
Great Lakes. Today is a 
glimpse of the past and the 
future, here in this present 
m om ent," Reverend Ingels 
told the crowd.

Amber Friel tolls a bell, as James McCallum reads the names and 
positions of the seamen that were lost when the Edmund Fitzgerald 
sank in 1975. PHOTO COURTESY OF TRAVERSE CITY RECORD-EAGLE

S t u d e n t s  b r a v e  f r e e z i n g  t e m p s  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n

GARRET ELLISON 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

At 6:30 p.m. on Sunday Nov. 
14, Michelle Deering set up 
her sleeping bag outside the 
Tanis Building w ith plans to 
spend the night.

But it wasn't concert tick
ets or a famous autograph the 
Lake Leelanau resident was 
after. It was a coveted spot in 
H um an Anatomy and 
Physiology, a prerequisite for 
NMC's nursing program.

The tem perature that 
night was around 26 degrees. 
Her survival kit included a

sleeping bag, down blanket, 
wool blanket, down boots, 
and two jackets. She was the 
third person in line and wait
ed 14 hours.

"We could see the frost form 
on our sleeping bag," Derring 
said. "We got no sleep."

Registration for spring 
semester began last Monday at 
8 a.m. There were 72 open 
spots in Human Anatomy and 
Physiology, and almost 200 
people in line by the time the 
doors opened. News channel 
7&4 conducted interviews, 
and the city police made ran
dom stops to check up on the

freezing students.
"We've never had such a 

long line ," said Carol 
Taberski, NMC Registrar. "We 
had 604 students through the 
office by 5 p .m ."

But not every student in line 
was there for the anatomy class.

"Unfortunately, other 
students saw the line and 
thought they'd better jump 
in if they wanted to get into 
their classes," Taberski added.

This was not the case, 
however. Only one other class 
filled up Monday.

There were 1,300 stu
dents registered by the time

the office closed, 712 of 
whom took the option of reg
istering online, som ething 
the nursing students couldn't 
do because Human Anatomy 
and Physiology required an 
advisor signature.

Web registration has 
become a more popular 
option since it began in 2000. 
The num ber of students who 
register online has steadily 
risen since then  and even 
doubled since last fall.

"There has been a big 
push by the adm inistration 
to get more online registra
tion ," Taberski said.



C h e f  L u c y  H o u s e  s h a r e s  

T h a n k s g i v i n g  w i s d o m
asumtxistsiafmii:

ERIN CROWELL 
STAFF WRITER

W hen it comes to cooking, most of us are not 
Em eril Lagasse, despite our best "BAM!!" But 
we still try to  do our best. For those of us w ith
out our own cooking show, Thanksgiving is 
the perfect tim e to roll up the sleeves, dig out 
Grandma's cookbook and show off our cook
ing skills, or lack thereof.

The White Pine Press caught up w ith Lucy 
House, chef instructor at the  Great Lakes 
Culinary Institute to "talk turkey," and gather 
tidbits on food preperation for this special 
time of year.

W PP: Have you been fairly  busy so far 
this year?

House: Incredibly. Our students just got 
done preparing over 500 lbs. of turkey for an 
upcom ing holiday dinner being organized by 
a local church charity. Tom's Food Market 
donated the  turkeys and we volunteered to 
cook, debone, and freeze them.

W PP: Wow! T hat's a lot o f turkey! Any 
advice for preparing one?

House: Well, first you have to  rinse the 
bird and season accordingly. I use fresh herbs 
from m y garden like sage, thym e, rosemary, 
and some parsley. I also put the stuffing inside 
my turkey. A lot of people don 't because they 
th ink  it's a food hazard. But if it's cooked 
properly and removed after cooking, there are 
no  hazards. Also rem em ber n o t to  stuff the 
turkey toO full.

W PP: W hat would you consider as a 
good com bination o f  side dishes?

House: My sister cooks stewed tom ato  
pudding. Creamed pickle beets are good, too. 
Of course you've got to  have mashed potatoes 
and gravy. Pureed hubbard squash with butter 
is also one of m y favorites. Traditional cran
berries are good, bu t m ost people d o n 't like 
the strong taste of it.

W PP: Any advice for the cranberries?

House: Cranberry chu tney  has a sweeter 
taste. It takes a few steps to  make, b u t it's 
WELL worth the effort!

WPP: W hat about desserts and beverages?
H ouse: Pies are always a favorite, espe

cially  pum p k in  pie. If you  d o n 't  w an t to  
take the  tim e to  bake a pie, you can always 
buy the  crust. G rand Traverse Pie C om pany 
has som e tasty  ones. For beverages, ice tea 
works. For w ine, Riesling, w hich  is a sem i
dry, or P ino t Noir, w h ich  is a red w ine are 
nice choices.

W PP: For those Atkins folks, what would 
you recommend they prepare for Thanksgiving?

House: Well, you 'd  have to  cut ou t your 
m ashed potatoes and  stuffing. You should 
make lots of vegetables. I d o n 't know w hat 
they 'd  do for dessert. In fact, I say forget the 
Atkins diet for a day! This is special!

W PP: Have you heard any horror stories 
or funny ones about cooking?

House: H m m ...when  I was young, I was 
helping my m om  with pie crusts. I kept trying 
to roll out the dough evenly and I couldn 't get 
it right. I just got so frustrated th a t I rolled it 
up in to  a ball and th rew it across th e  room . 
My m om  hasn 't let me forget it since.

H appy feasting NMC!

C o l o n i a l  P u m p k i n  P i e

L i g h t  t h e  N i g h t  w a l k  a  h u g e  s u c c e s s  Mashed Pumpkin



N o r t h e r n  l i g h t s  v e i l  

a u t u m n  n i g h t s

AMBER EDMONDSON 
STAFF WRITER

The recent spectacular display of 
Northern Lights justifies the slush, road 
salt, and m onths of chopping firewood 
that defines our northern existence.

The Northern Lights, or 
Aurora Borealis, are the result 
of solar flares that throw off 
charged gas particles. The 
flares occur in 11-year cycles, 
peaking at five or six years. We 
are at the end of a cycle, which 
makes last week's Northern 
Lights an oddity.

The tim ing has to be just 
so. Like a quarterback throws 
the ball a second ahead of the 
receiver, the same is true for 
the sun and its gas particles.
The particles take two days to 
reach Earth, which means that 
the eruption that caused last 
week's Northern Lights had 
very good aim.

The multi-colored displays are the 
result of different strength charges in the 
gas particles. The higher the charge, the 
more colorful the lights. They even 
stretched far south in to  southern 
California last week. It can usually be 
viewed no further south than  our north
ernmost states.

The phenom enon has inspired myri
ad legends. The native Midwestern 
Menomonee believed the lights were from 
the fires of north-dwelling giants using 
the fires to catch and cook their fish. They 
have been associated with m any hostile 
times. The lights were sighted just before 
the death of Julius Caesar, before a pivotal 
defeat of Attila the Hun, and before the 
murder of Thomas Beckett. They preceded 
the fall of the Roman Empire, marking a 
period of nearly 1,000 years of aurora 
boreal silence with very few flare-ups 
reported. The lights played a part in sav

ing the Byzantian people from the 
M acedonian army by exposing the sol
diers preparing an ambush by night.

It wasn't until the 17th century that 
astronomers began to break free from the 
superstitious thinking that hindered sci
entific advancement in the understanding

PHOTO BY JOHN RUSSELL, GREAT LAKES IMAGES

of the Northern Lights. A French m athe
matician first christened them  "aurora 
borealis," and during the next century, Sir 
Edmund Hailey described their magnetic 
origins. Yet, it wasn't for another whole 
century that research expanded to give us 
what we know today.

While scientific understanding is 
important in the grand scheme of things, 
an appreciation of beauty is not to be 
understated. If you want to appreciate the 
N orthern Lights yourself, Traverse City 
isn't the place.

"Get north  of the city lights," says 
Jerry Dobek, NMC's Astronomy instruc
tor. "The observatory isn't the best place 
to view." He says there is no peak time 
("whenever it's dark"), though moonlight 
does help in viewing the Northern Lights. 
It is near impossible to predict the north
ern lights. "You have a better chance of 
predicting the weather," Dobek says.

C o l l e g e  f o r m a l i z e s  p o l i c y  

i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a u d i t

JOHN MELCHER 
STAFF WRITER

Northwestern Michigan College has 
formalized its minimum  class 
enrollment policy in response to a 
recent performance audit. The audit 
also identified the online nursing 
program and the college's web-based 
enrollment information system as 
"noteworthy accomplishments."

The audit was performed by the 
State of Michigan's Office of 
Auditor General from June through 
September 2003, and used data col
lected between July 1, 2001 and 
September 30, 2003.

The audit identified 13 percent 
of classes during this period that 
were held despite having fewer than 
10 students enrolled and told the 
college to formalize its policy for 
deciding when to hold courses 
despite low enrollment.

Chuck Shreve, Dean of 
Student Services at NMC, pointed 
out th a t the audit's m ethodology 
m ay have resulted in som ewhat 
misleading results. "In some cases, 
Caving (class) for example, a class
es' capacity is less th an  10 stu
dents," he said. "This m ethodolo
gy could make a full class seem as 
if its enrollm ent is low."

The college's policy was formal
ized in June 2004 to address class 
enrollment numbers.

S te p h e n  S ic i l ia n o ,  V ice 
President of Educational Services at 
NMC, said the college's focus has 
always been on classroom efficiency, 
not a target "go" number.

"The goal is to make classes 
more full, and by focusing on effi
ciency over a minimum number of 
students, the actual cost of instruc
tion is more accurately represented," 
he explained.

The audit also cited the college's 
online nursing program as a note

S e c u r i t y  a l e r t  s u s p e c t  a r r e s t e d

w o r th y  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t .  
"Northwestern Michigan College is 
the first comm unity college in 
Michigan to provide an associate 
degree in a nursing program 
online," the report stated. The pro
gram began in fall 2003, allowing 
students to attend all lecture courses 
online. Clinical courses cannot be 
taken online and are only offered at 
participating Traverse City area 
health care facilities. The increased 
flexibility reflects the trends in an 
increasing student body whose 
schedule revolves around their 
employment.

"By having online instruction 
for its nursing program," the report 
added, "the college increases its stu
dent base by allowing students to 
take classes at home."

The seco n d  " n o te w o r th y  
accomplishment" was the college's 
web-based enrollment information 
system. This information system, 
referred to as the "digital dash
board" by Shreve, converts raw data 
into useful information. Enrollment 
trends like the number of students 
expected to apply, the number 
expected to return, and many other 
calculations can be viewed using 
charts and graphs.

"The Digital Dashboard is a 
tremendous accomplishment of 
technology and data for the purpose 
of meeting institutional and student 
effectiveness," he said. "The system 
allows college decision makers to 
review enrollment data, both static 
and dynamic, on a daily basis to 
know what the current data is and 
the forecast of data and revenue for 
the future. Forecasting enrollment 
is a key factor in  developing a 
schedule of classes to  m eet stu 
dent needs."

Audits of all public colleges are 
conducted on a rotating basis. The 
college's last audit was in 1992.

HADASSAH VERSNICK 
STAFF WRITER

The m an whose attem pts to  flag 
down women drivers around Traverse 
City, prom pting  a citywide security 
alert has been arrested and charged 
w ith  reckless driving, disturbing the 
peace and indecent exposure.

Twenty-eight-year-old Jose Vega 
first raised suspicion w hen he 
allegedly followed several w om en 
and attem pted to  get them  to pull 
over. At least six incidents were

reported; however, police do no t 
know how m any wom en were accost
ed bu t did no t bring charges. Police 
had been receiving incident reports 
since summer, said Grand Traverse 
County Prosecutor Dennis LaBelle. In 
late October, as incidents got more 
frequent and aggressive, police issued 
a security alert th a t was posted 
around the N orthw estern M ichigan 
Colleges campus.

Vega was arrested w hen one of 
the women approached gpt a partial 
license plate num ber and called

police. A tipster also provided infor
m ation leading to the arrest.

Police say the M ancelona m an 
was using a red pick-up truck and a 
w hite SUV to drive up beh ind  a 
woman and flash his lights as if indi
cating a problem  w ith his car. If the 
woman would not respond, he would 
then  drive in such a way to force her 
to pull over.

In one incident, LaBelle said, 
Vega allegedly pulled over on the side 
of M72, betw een Traverse City and 
Kalkaska, stood in  the  beam  of his

headlights and m asturbated. LaBelle 
also said that Vega told police he was 
trying to meet women.

Vega was arraigned Nov. 13 in the 
G rand Traverse C ounty District 
Court. If convicted, he will face up to 
a year in  prison on  the indecent 
exposure charge and up to $2,000 in 
fines for two counts of reckless driv
ing and two counts of disturbing the 
peace. Vega's bail was originally set at 
$100 bu t was raised to  $5,000 at his 
arra ig n m en t, where h e  p le a d  n o t  
guilty to  all charges.



S t a f f  E d i t o r i a l

B u s i n e s s  d e m a n d s  s h o u l d n ’ t  d i c t a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  q u a l i t y

A visit from state auditors has prom pted discussion about the 
efficiency of NMC's operating procedures - specifically, the 
ones used to  determine w hether classes with fewer students 
should be held.

We, at the W hite Pine Press, are worried about NMC let
ting business demands alone dictate the quality of education. 
It is our hope th a t every possible option be explored before a 
class is cancelled. By offering students the courses they need, 
we keep enrollm ent on the increase. This is the best way to 
ensure NMC's success as a business, and as a school.

We understand that small classes are ideal for learning, but 
may no t always be the most profitable. The auditors were also 
aware of this fact and recommended NMC "develop a formal 
m inim um  class enrollment policy and update its break-even 
analysis used to  evaluate holding low-enrollment classes."

President Nelson said NMC currently has procedures in 
place for determ ining class efficiency, and is working towards 
filling up  90 percent of all class openings. "[We] have been 
able to  demonstrate a continuing im provem ent in  classroom 
utilization efficiency, from 83.3 percent in 2001, to  86.6 per
cent in 2004. The state asked us to  'formalize' these procedures 
into a policy..."

Filling 90 percent of all class openings is a good goal, bu t 
should it be the only factor used to  determine the life or death 
of a class? This year's French class, for example, is out of the 
spring course catalog. In the  interest of the students, we

L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  E d i t o r

K n o w  y o u r  M A CRA O
I think you are doing a great 
job with the paper this year. 
Things are informative and 
interesting. I have a com
m ent on the front page article 
of the last issue, headlined 
"Two Internet sites every stu
dent should know." The 
MACRAO stamp can be very 
valuable for many students, 
but students need to know 
many institutions have provi
sos, which may cause them  to 
have to  take additional cred
its. It can depend on which 
school they will attend and in 
which program. Students 
need to  be informed before 
they transfer, to  make sure 
they are getting the best ben
efit out of the MACRAO 
stamp. More information can 
be found on the MACRAO 
site: h ttp :// www.macrao.org/ 
MACRAOAgreementhtm

-CAROL TABERSKI
NMC REGISTRAR

would hope tha t all options be explored before a class is can
celled. NMC students are creative! If they need French for a 
degree requirement, let the class have a French bread bake-a- 
thon  to  make up for the lack of students. A quota alone 
should n o t have the last say in  this matter.

Furthermore, relatively small class sizes and varied course 
offerings are part of w hat make NMC a viable alternative to  
four-year schools. Giving students a role is one option. As a 
college, we need to  be comm itted to retaining these qualities 
for our students, whatever it takes.

-WPP EDITORIAL BOARD 
TYLER BRIGGS

P r o p a g a n d a  g a r b a g e ?
I am writing about the fact 
tha t I  f o u n d  a  m a j o r  
discrepancy in your supposed 
non-partisan paper. The article 
on the front covet  discussed 
the use of a flyer to falsely 
make a non-partisan group 
(Phi Theta Kappa), seem as if 
they supported a certain 
candidate for president.

You called it "unethical 
and  illegal," if I'm  no t 
mistaken. I would guess the 
W hite Pine Press is a non 
partisan paper. However, on 
page five of the  exact same 
issue tha t bashed this person 
for being partisan  in  the 
flyers, you printed a comic 
th a t was totally anti-Bush. 
The comic was titled "The K 
Chronicles Voter Guide" by 
Keith Knight. Yes, there were 
facts involved in  some of the 
pictures, b u t th e  greatest 
portion  of it was just 
propaganda garbage tha t a

"non-partisan" paper should 
no t publish.

I do not know who Keith 
Knight is, but his supposed 
blame of George W. Bush for 
9 /11 is an absolute joke, as well 
as the other fifteen propaganda 
pictures. If you have facts to 
backup your pictures, please 
print them  in your next issue.

Also, Keith and Garret, if 
you are a non-partisan paper, I 
expect to  see the same comic 
about John Kerry to post in 
m y bathroom, as you said we 
should do with the one you 
printed. In that comic you 
blamed Bush for 9 /11. In your 
Kerry cartoon, you can 
counter this claim by showing 
the first World Trade Center 
bom bing, and John  Kerry 
voting for less intelligence 
spending after that.

Then show Bill Clinton 
only shooting a few cruise 
missiles a t one Bin Laden 
base camp. And show how 
the U.S.S. Cole and the U.S. 
Embassy were bombed, and 
still the great protector of the 
U nited States did 
NOTHING!!!!

Hm m m m ... jokes on you 
Keith Knight, and shame on 
you Garret Ellison for 
prin ting his propaganda. I 
am embarrassed to  call the 
W hite Pine Press m y school 
paper! Print th is in  your 
"letters to  the editor" section. 
Prove you 're non-partisan! 
Thank you to all that read 
this letter, surely you're more 
inform ed of the facts and 
smarter for it.

-MATT KARCZEWSKI
NMC STUDENT

http://www.macrao.org/


S T U C K  I N  L E F T  F I E L D

S e n d  m e  y o u r  j o y f u l ,  y o u r  s a d ,  

y o u r  a n g r y  l e t t e r s

Ever since I got my first sub
scription to Newsweek when 
I was thirteen, I've always 
flipped to  the "letters to the 
editor" section in  a newspa
per or magazine first.

Having a subscription, it 
was easy to grab the last issue 
and match the letters to the 
stories to which they were in

response . Big controversial sto
ries have many letters repre
senting a wide spectrum of 
opinion. As with any story on 
abortion or gun control, there's 
always going to be someone 
with a strong opinion about it.

Yet, the "You're either for 
or against it" mentality leaves 
no room for ideas and discus
sion, and therefore holds no 
value to me. There's always a 
middle ground. The letters

concerning big issues never 
interested me because those 
opinions are so polarized that 
they all sound the same. How 
m any letters about John 
Kerry's flip-flops or the evils of 
George Bush do you need to 
read in the Express before they 
all blur together?

The best letters are short, 
specific responses to a tiny 
story run in  the back. These 
are the ones that add some

unique insight the writer 
may have missed, or were 
part of the article somehow 
and w anted to  be heard 
again. Even the ones with an

“Y o u ’r e  e i t h e r  fo r  

o r  a g a i n s t  it” 
m e n ta l i ty  l e a v e s  
n o  r o o m  fo r  

i d e a s  a n d  d i s 

c u s s i o n ,  a n d  

t h e r e f o r e  h o ld s  

n o  v a lu e  to  m e .

aggrevated tone are good to 
see, as if the reader felt a 
physical pain when he read 
the  article in  conten tion .

These letters are the most 
interesting to me.

As an editor now, I'm  
happy to see this paper begin
ning to generate a response 
from our readers, regardles of 
the form it might take. Angry 
letters are welcome because it 
means there was a visceral 
reaction occurred to some
th ing  we printed. That's a 
good thing.

I w ant this paper to be a 
forum. The letter pages are 
your pages designed to  say 
w hat you want, about w hat
ever you want. Our policy is 
clearly stated along the bot
tom, and if you can stick to 
it, I want to hear from you.

We're flirting with a twenty- 
page paper and it's never been 
done here before. I need your 
help to make it happen. Please 
let me know what you think.

S o m e  p o s t - e l e c t i o n  t h o u g h t s  f r o m  o u r  s t a f f . . .

CAROL NAVARRO 
STAFF WRITER

During the first few days after the 
election, I walked around with my 
mood beneath m y feet.

I sat in  the airport seething at the 
sight of a m an who smiled like the 
Cheshire cat, w ith his Bush/Cheney 
emblems embroidered on his white 
collared shirt and baseball cap. I 
resented listening to  the mindless 
chatter and nervous laughter from 
people around me, like nothing else 
is happening in  this world. My heart 
sank at the site of two uniformed 
young men, sitting next to each 
other w ith their heads down and 
hands folded in  their laps. They 
weren't smiling, they weren't talking 
and they weren't laughing.

I don 't like that the states have 
been divided up as red and blue. It 
feels like a resurrection of the 
Confederacy and the Union.

I d o n 't like th a t this election 
feels like it was run under the ban
ner of religion. This p latform  
deflected public op in ion  from  the 
realities of war.

I'm  apprehensive about w hat a 
friend told me about her correspon
dence w ith a friend in Germany: 
"D on't you (Americans) see w hat is 
happening over there w ith your gov
ernm ent? That's w hat happened to 
us w hen Hitler took power."

I'm  apprehensive about the con
cerns tha t were expressed by journal
ists at a convention the W hite Pine 
Press attended in Nashville last week. 
The media is lim ited by w hat they

can report about, what is really going 
on, by the polls showing support for 
the war in Iraq. Viewers, readers, and 
listeners equal money. A quote from 
General Sherman explains the ongo
ing battle between war professionals 
and journalists: "We don 't want the 
tru th  told here. We don 't want the 
enemy informed any more than  they 
are." One presenter drew a chilling 
graph line that gradually inclined far 
beyond the shorter parallel line. 
Pointing to  the shorter line, he 
explained, this is where we are now 
in troop casualties. History, such as 
the Vietnam War, says that public 
sentim ent w on't change until this 
line (the shorter) becomes this line 
(the longer). In other words, when 
we've lost a more significant num ber 
of young American lives, then  people 
will start pulling their heads out of a 
hole in the ground and say, "Wait. 
We don 't w ant this any more."

As Michael Moore stated when 
he spoke in  Elk Rapids, "In the Irish 
camp I grew up in, we were taught 
that we will be judged in Heaven by 
how we treated those less fortunate 
than  us."

Violence is an antiquated way 
to  deal w ith conflict. If we are the 
m ost advanced coun try  in  the  
world, w hy can 't we develop a bet
ter way of im proving relations? 
There is a group of people in  
Traverse City who are asking this 
question. JustPeace@nrec.org offers 
an  opportunity  to  those w anting to 
take action to  prom ote better rela
tions in  the world. It's one way I 
can work toward m aking a change.

BETSY COFFIA 
STAFF WRITER

As a Christian who voted for President 
Bush, I have a message for people who 
didn't -  religious people are not out to 
create a police state where everybody 
has to love Jesus and say the Pledge of 
Allegiance three times a day.

If you have listened to  the post- 
election com m entary, you've no 
doubt heard hysterics about evangeli
cals trying to turn  the clock back and 
force everybody to be more religious.

W hile you are sure to  find 
extremists in  any religion, I can tell 
you with complete confidence that 
the hysteria is unwarranted.

Believe it or not, the very kind of 
people the media and Michael Moore 
try to demonize are the ones who start
ed the concept of religious freedom, not 
just in the U.S., but the Western World.

Roger Williams, a Baptist preacher, 
was kicked out of Massachusetts for 
not toeing the line with the local gov
ernment/church (the two were still 
mixed, a carryover from Europe). He 
started his own colony in Providence, 
Rhode Island based on "freedom of 
conscience," which meant everyone 
could worship whom or what they 
pleased, or not worship at all. James 
Madison and other founding fathers 
later modeled our country's govern
mental structure after Rhode Island.

The Christian population in this 
country is continually misinterpreted 
and misrepresented by the media, 
which is unfair. Our faith is very 
im portant to  us, but you would be 
hard pressed-to find a Christian who

believes in forcing it upon another 
person. Nobody has to recite the 
Pledge of Allegiance at gunpoint.

One motivation for our vote was a 
desire to preserve our nation's religious 
heritage. Glance through some of our 
country's most important documents, 
the Declaration of Independence and 
the Constitution among them, and you 
will see that there was, indeed, a 
Christian influence in the way our 
nation was designed. Acknowledgement 
of God is a thread woven deep into the 
fabric of our early history.

Forget Judge M oore's Ten 
C om m andm ents in  Alabama. Did 
you know the Ten Com m andm ents 
and all kinds of other Sciptures are 
carved in  stone all over W ashington 
D.C., including in the U.S. Supreme 
Court building?! And never m ind the 
issue of prayer in  schools - every ses
sion of Congress opens with prayer.

This doesn't mean people who live 
here HAVE to believe the Bible, but 
Christians are being asked to pretend 
our religious faith had nothing to do 
with making our country what it is 
today. We don 't ask Japan to pretend 
Shintoism and Taoism are not part of 
their culture, or demand that Muslim 
countries ignore Allah. So why should 
we have so much trouble coming to 
grips with the role Christianity has in 
our own country?

Finally, lest you th ink Christians 
are "to blam e" for the election results, 
remember that Oregon was among 11 
states voting to keep marriage 
between one m an and one woman. 
You can't get m uch farther from the 
Bible belt than  that!

mailto:JustPeace@nrec.org




"I always try to  be aware of where I am 
and the potential for danger," Alpers said.

Not all students are so safety conscious, 
however. One studen t com m ented th a t 
though she was not aware tha t there was a 
security alert issued, if she had, she would n o t 
have altered her behavior to be safer. She 
believes that the chances are "too slim" for 
something to happen.

But w hat m erits cause for concern? Is it 
only after a com m unity m em ber has been 
victimized? Cathy M um a, head of campus 
security, says safety p recau tions should  
always be taken, security alert or not. M uma 
recom m ends never w alking alone  and  
always locking your car doors. "Let's th ink  
ahead and take the  opportun ity  ou t of 
crime," she said.

Preston Taylor, an NMC police academy 
self-defense instructor, m artial artist, and 
local law enforcement officer, has five basic 
safety tips for wom en on campus:

• Keep your hands free, except for keys, 
when walking to  your car at night. Keep keys 
ready and in your left hand (if right-handed).

• Park near lights.
• Hold your head up when walking and 

make eye contact w ith those you pass. 
Averting a gaze shows a lack of confidence 
and makes you look like an easy target.

• Be expected somewhere. If someone is 
expecting you and you don 't show up, they 
can start looking for you immediately.

Finally, Taylor recommends tha t everyone 
have some knowledge of self-defense. Not 
only does such knowledge improve safety, but 
fitness and self-confidence as well.

S t a n d  t a l l  a n d  c a r r y  a  b i g  s t i c k

( w h e n  w a l k i n g  i n  t h e  d a r k  o n  c a m p u s )

HADASSAH VERSNICK 
STAFF WRITER

Imagine walking to your car after a late-night 
class. The sidewalks are deserted and the street 
lamps flicker overhead. Suddenly, you hear 
stealthy footsteps behind you. Your pace quick
ens and fear takes hold. Your pursuer grabs you 
from behind. W hat do you do? Or better yet, 
how could you prevent this from happening in 
the first place?

While no one likes to th ink that some
thing like this could happen to  them , it's 
im portant to consider the possibility, and 
how to  avoid it. Traverse City is known to be 
a very safe area, yet crime still happens - a  
fact that shook the campus recently when a 
citywide security alert warned them  to watch 
for a m an driving a red pick-up truck and try
ing to  get women who were driving alone at 
night to pull over.

December Kennedy had a close call when 
a man, possibly the same m an who prompted 
the security alert, flashed his lights behind 
her as if trying to  get her to pull over, then  
passed and pulled over himself as if waiting 
for her to stop. She kept going and practiced 
one of her com m on security precautions: 
m aking sure she lets someone know via cell 
phone where she is at all times.

"Being a girl, you have to  [think about 
being safe]" she said.

NMC student Marisa Korn always locks 
her car and walks in groups at night. Non-tra- 
ditional student Caron Alpers makes sure 
everyone in her night class that ends at 10:30 
p.m. walks out together for safety.



A  m a r i t i m e  c a d e t ’s t r a g i c  r o l e  in  t h e  l a s t  g r e a t  lo s s  
o n  t h e  la k e s
by Michael Hochscheidt

David E. Weiss wanted some adventure. 
The Conoga Park, California resident 
figured enrollment in the Great Lakes 
Maritime Academy was a good place to 
look. Over his 22 years, he’d earned the 
name “cowboy,” perhaps for his love of 
adventure, but more likely for his habit of 
wearing cowboy boots and hats. He 
quickly earned a reputation in Michigan 
as a good student, and a hard worker

Sailing on the Great Lakes was nothing 
like what the 22-year-old Californian was 
used to back home. But when he joined 
the NMC Maritime Academy's deck 
program in 1974, he grew quickly fond of 
his new freshwater surroundings.

Maritime Academy Director John 
Tanner, then one of Weiss’s instructors, 
remembers driving him partway to what 
would be his last sail. On that trip,
Tanner remembers, Weiss talked about 
how much he liked Traverse City. He 
hopped out in Grayling and then 
hitchhiked the rest of the way to Toledo, 
where he would embark as a deck officer 
in training on the largest ship plying the 
Great Lakes at the time: the Edmund 
Fitzgerald.
An ominous s tart

Chances are, Weiss had heard the 
stories about this record-setting ship that 
couldn’t seem to shake the story of its 
launch.

First launched on June 7, 1958 in River

David Weiss
Courtesy Great Lakes Shipwreck Historical Society

Rouge, Michigan, The Edmund Fitzger
ald (or “The Fitz” as she was affection
ately known), seemed destined for 
misfortune from the start. At her launch, 
she slid sideways into the water and 
slammed into the opposite side of the 
pier; at which point an onlooker had a 
heart attack and died on the spot. Both of 
those incidents are viewed by sailors as 
very bad luck. But despite the ominous 
start, the Fitzgerald went on to serve 
successfully as a lake freighter for many 
years, setting records in the loading, 
unloading, and transportation of cargo. 
The largest ship of her day, she tipped the 
scales at 13,632 tons, 711 feet long, 
26,600 tons of cargo capacity, and a top

T h e  a n g r y  l a k e s  o f  N o v e m b e r
by Garret Ellison
Gordon Lightfoot said it best. 
"Superior, they said, never gives up 
her dead, when the skies of Novem
ber turn gloomy"

It's the fall season, and for those 
in the shipping industry, the turmoil 
of an angry set of lakes must be 
contended with. November is the 
worst month for shipping on the 
Great Lakes. It’s the worst for 
weather, the worst for ship damage, 
and the worst for sinkings.

"It's hugely disproportionate, far 
and above other months," said John 
Tanner, Executive Director of the

Great Lakes Maritime Academy. 32 
percent of all wrecks happen in 
November, almost a third of all 
shipping mishaps. October comes

speed of around 14 knots.
Weiss was starting his six months of 

on-ship training as part of his Maritime 
Academy degree and planning to be 
home in time for the December holidays. 
He’d signed up for the deck program, 
which is the half of the Academy that 
trains students to be licensed deck 
officers who handle shipboard tasks such 
as navigation. During his time on board, 
he would learn the skills he would later 
need as a deck officer, such as watch 
standing. His instructors recall that Weiss 
requested a transfer to a different ship 
while on board. While transfers were not 
uncommon, the distribution of cadets on 
other ships that year meant the transfer 
was denied, and Weiss was stuck aboard 
the Fitzgerald on a fateful night now 
recalled as one of the most famous in 
maritime history.
The last voyage

On Nov. 9, the Fitzgerald left Superior, 
Wisconsin at 2:15 p.m. carrying 26,116 
tons of Taconite pellets. Traveling with 
the Arthur M. Anderson, she hugged the 
coastline of Lake Superior to seek shelter 
from a November storm that was building 
to hurricane force. At 3:30 p.m., Captain 
Ernest M. McSorley of the Fitzgerald 
gave the first indication of trouble. He 
radioed the Anderson saying: “I have a 
fence rail down, have lost a couple of 
vents, and have a list." By 4:10 p.m., the 
Fitzgerald radioed the Anderson again, 
stating that neither of her radars were 
working, asking the Anderson to provide 
navigational assistance. The two ships

in second with 24 percent. Gener
ally, vessels find a berth for the 
winter in November and patiently 
wait for spring to begin operations 
again. But those last runs of the 
season can be treacherous. What is 
it about November that creates such 
a danger to mariners?

"As the warm summer months 
give way to the cold of winter, the 
temperature change of the water 
and land during fall creates massive 
wind," Tanner said. This atmo
spheric instability can lead to 
storms of truly scary proportions.

There are also certain places on 
the Great Lakes that are especially 
hazardous. If you look at a chart

were encountering an early November 
storm, of the type famous for foundering 
ships. They were slugging their way 
through 90 mph winds and 25-foot 
swells. Later, while in radio contact with 
the Swedish ship Avafors, Captain 
McShorley was overheard saying “don’t 
allow nobody on deck,” and telling the 
Avafors that he was encountering some of 
the worst seas he had ever seen. At 7:10 
p.m., the Anderson gave the Fitzgerald an 
update of her position, and asked how she 
was doing. “We’re holding our own” was 
the response. Ten minutes later, the 
Fitzgerald dropped off the Anderson’s 
radarscope.

The Anderson told the Coast Guard that 
the Fitzgerald “may have suffered a 
casualty” at 10:32 p.m. The official cause 
of the sinking was determined as being a 
hatch failure, although the actual cause is 
still a topic of debate. The seas were 
fierce and divers on the wreck later 
discovered that the ship was ripped in 
half and lies in two pieces on the bottom.
W aiting for word
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at the Maritime 
the sinking. He 
strong winds” i 
that day, and th 
stronger on the 
Fitzgerald was 
City around an 
to the coast gu£ 
superintendent 
night at the Co,- 
get more inforr 
Marie. Commi 
1975 meant tha 
Traverse City v 
morning a helk 
the Fitzgerald. 
news of the sin 
second was a h 
when empty lif 
started to be foi 
were none. Tw( 
night and Davit 
distinction of b 
Academy cadel 
his sea time. T1 
Maritime Acad 
service for Wei

showing the concentration of shoals twisted in ha
on the lakes, you'll find that most of and 25-foot s
these danger spots have twenty-five pieces in dee
or more recorded shipwrecks Whitefish F
strewn across the bottom. dangerous pi

This combination of November Twenty-nine
storms and dangerous waters the charts. A
spelled disaster for the Edmund point that has
Fitzgerald. Caught in a November ingly every n
gale off Whitefish Point, she was years. Every











GARRET ELLISON 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Amber Kaminski wants to  know your 
thoughts about "i". As the current editor of 
the NMC magazine this semester, their con
cept for the revamped structure needs some 
public input.

"i" is an imaginary number; it is the 
square root of -1," Kaminski said. Since -1 
cannot be found on the num ber line, it is 
therefore simply theoretical. You cannot hold 
-1 of anything in  your hand. The "i" is used 
as a placeholder like "x".
You can see it on a graph
ing calculator.

The m agazine staff 
formulated this concept 
while on a conference trip 
to  Prague in October.
They were influenced by 
the  teachings of Peter 
Bilak, w ho studies the 
essence of “nothing."

"If you withdraw your 
a tten tion  from  objects 
and become aware of 
"noth ing ," th en  you 
begin to  focus on the 
essence rather than  the 
forms," states Bilak.

"It represents every
th ing and anything possi
ble. If you believe it, you 
can see it." Kaminski said.

"We wanted peoples' thoughts, that's why it 
was vague."

The magazine staff has throw n conven
tional wisdom aside this semester and gone 
for a project design that breaks with tradition. 
Instead of a print publication, they will put 
together an interactive DVD, which opens up 
the contest to  audio and video as well as the 
traditional categories.

This environm entally-friendly format will 
be ou t at the  beginning of the  spring 
semester. A p rin t version of the  spring 
semester edition will follow.








