
V i c t i m s  r e m e m b e r e d  o n  W o r l d  A I D S  D a y

CAROL NAVARRO 
FEATURES EDITOR

A candlelight vigil marked the 
community gathering of 
approximately 50 people at the 
Oleson Center to observe 
World AIDS Day on Dec. 1.

The evening's three pan
elists, all living with HIV/AIDS, 
impacted the attentive mood of 
the audience. They directed their 
message towards the youth and 
this year's theme: Women, Girls, 
and HIV & AIDS. Their message 
was loud and clear: "It can hap
pen to you. It is preventable. Get 
tested for HIV now."

"It's not a screw-up. It's 
being hum an," said Jason 
Breithrupt, who has lived with 
HIV most of his adult life. "Take 
responsibility for yourselves and 
the people you care about."

Sammye Stamper read a 
poignant poem that reflected his 
frustration and exhaustion with 
having to deal with the bureau
cracy of the health care system 
while trying to battle a life drain
ing illness at the same time.

"8,000 people will die 
today from a disease that's 100 
percent preventable and soon 
one of them will be me."

Brooke LeBleu, a student at the Interlochen Arts Academy holds a candle during a candle light vigil at a World 
AIDS Day service on Thursday, Dec. 1, in the Oleson Center.

Sandra Joynt was insistent 
on her urgency to reach 
young people.

"I was young. I was stupid. 
I got drunk and had unprotect
ed sex one time. I kept saying: 
it could never happen to me." 
After retaking four positive HIV 
tests, she had to accept that it 
did happen to her. She takes 11 
pills a day. Four are for HIV, and

the rest are for the side effects 
of the medication she takes. 
Tearfully, she said to the crowd, 
"It can happen to you."

A 12x12 block of the AIDS 
quilt draped the background for 
the speakers. Started in 1987, it's 
become the largest community 
art project in the world, and 
would cover 16 football fields in 
its entirety. The 82,000 people

represented reflect 17 percent of 
people who have died from 
AIDS worldwide.

The World Health Organi
zation declared the 
first World AIDS Day in 1988, 
six years after the disease was 
first reported in major newspa
pers. This event was sponsored 
by SPECTRUM, and held for the 
first time on NMC's campus.

P e t i t i o n e r s  i n v a d e  c a m p u s  t o  e n d  r a c i a l  p r e f e r e n c e s

GARRET ELLISON 
EDITOR IN CHIEF

It was hard to walk around on 
campus Dec. 1 and 2, without 
being asked to sign a petition. 
Mostly young black men, the 
petitioners were stationed at 
the entrance of every building 
to collect signatures for a pro
posal to amend the state con
stitution. The proposal hopes 
to ban racial preference in col
lege admissions and place the 
issue on the ballot in 2006.

The Michigan Civil Rights 
Institute, an offshoot of the 
American Civil Rights Institute 
founded in 1997, organized 
the drive and transported the 
men all over the state to collect 
317,757 signatures needed to 
put this issue on the ballot.

The MCRI campaign is 
funded by Ward Connerly,

who is a familiar face in the 
affirmative action battle. 
Chairman of the American 
Civil Rights Coalition out of 
Sacramento, Connerly success
fully spearheaded California's 
Proposition 209 in 1996, 
which is almost identical to 
the proposal here in Michigan. 
Connerly also won a similar 
battle with Initiative 200 in 
Washington state in 1998.

The proposal language sin
gles out the University of 
Michigan among other state 
universities and state entities, 
from granting preferential treat
ment based on race, sex, color, 
ethnicity, or national origin.

According to Chetly Zarko, 
the media relations spokesper
son for the MCRI, the ban is 
not an attack on affirmative 
action, but an attempt to end 
racial preference in college

admissions. Affirmative action 
based on other demographic 
factors would not be affected.

"If someone wanted to 
base action on geographic sta
tus, this wouldn't affect that at 
all," Zarko said.

Opponents of the pro
posed amendment include the 
ALCU, NAACP, AFL- 
CIO, Michigan 
Catholic Conference, 
and several state 
businesses. They are 
concerned that the 
p ro p o sa l  w o u ld  
endanger diversity 
and benefits for peo
ple of all races, not 
just minorities.

There is current
ly no affirmative 
ac tion  policy  in 
place at NMC.

"We don't base

any of our admission decisions 
on race, creed, sex, or any other 
of the like," said Chuck Schreve, 
Dean of Student Services.

The petitioners from the 
MCRI were given permission 
through the president's office 
to be on campus Wednesday 
and Thursday.

Gary Howe signs the racial preferences pete- 
tion on Wed. Dec 1. PHOTO BY GARRET ELLISON



WHITE PINE PRESS • DEC 13, 2004 • 15



The Water Studies Institute 
gives the region the chance to be 
the country's key venue for dis
cussion of freshwater issues, 
agrees Jim Olson, a Traverse City 
attorney and nationwide expert 
on water diversion and other 
water-related issues.

"It will create another dimen
sion to the Grand Traverse region 
along with the art and music 
scene and landscape that draws 
people here," he says. "People 
who move here will have more 
education and employment 
opportunities related to this issue.

"And after all, an Institute 
like this has to be on the ground 
somewhere in the world. It makes 
sense that it should be here. "

T i s  t h e  s e a s o n  t o  b e  g r o u c h y ! "

HADASSAH VERSNICK 
STAFF WRITER_____________

Although it's the most wonder
ful time of year, Christmas is 
surely not the most relaxing.

While children are singing 
"Deck the Halls," mom and dad 
are decking the in-laws. Instead 
of "God Rest Ye Merry Gentle
men, shoppers are whining, 
"God, could this line get any 
longer?!" And instead of 
"Angels We Have Heard on 
High," we hear, "Price check on 
aisle five." Obviously, the jolliest 
time of the year is, in fact, the 
most stressful time of the year. 
Students at NMC are all too 
familiar with the Grinch Syn
drome that seems to take over 
during the holiday season.

"It's like cat and mouse, but 
the mouse usually fights back 
too!" Dane Deroshia says of his 
aunt and grandfather. The two 
can't share a room without 
attacking each other. The rest of 
the family members, as well, 
seem to have an aversion to 
each other, making family gath
erings eventful, to say the least. 
However, Deroshia tries to make 
the best of the situation and 
honor the spirit of the season. 
He believes that the holidays are 
a time for everyone to get along.

Holiday stress comes in many 
forms, not just family tension.

One excellent source of hol
iday stress shared by many, 
including Anita Hannon, is 
money. Hannon, like many 
other students, has little money

to spend on loved ones as a 
result of educational expenses. 
Plus the fact that friends and 
family nonchalantly approach 
her to ask her color preference 
for no apparent reason only 
adds to her stress. While the 
amount of money she has to 
spend on gifts is dwindling, the 
number of people she wants to 
buy for is steadily growing!

"And, of course, [there are] 
finals," Hannon added.

Who could forget finals? 
Long projects and papers are 
popular holiday gifts from 
teachers to students at the end 
of fall semester.

Perhaps a song should be writ
ten that reflects the realities of the 
season. Something along the lines 
of "O Gripe, All Ye Grumpy?"

N M C  I n s t i t u t e  t a k e s  a  l e a d  i n  

g l o b a l  w a t e r  i s s u e s

CAROL NAVARRO 
STAFF WRITER

It only takes a few minutes in a 
modest office space with Tim 
Ervin, facilitator for the Great 
Lakes Water Studies Institute, to 
realize the passion behind his 
humble, yet professional exteri
or. Even though the exact pur
pose of the Institute on the 
Great Lakes Campus is often 
vague and confusing to the gen
eral public, Ervin's commitment 
to it isn't.

The ambitious goal of the 
man with a long career in environ
mental protection: Establish the 
Grand Traverse region as the 
"Freshwater Capital of the World."

The first step, he says, is hav
ing informed debate - a n d  a  
growing understanding of what is 
being debated and what's at stake.

The Water Studies Institute is 
about invasive water species, he 
says. It's about ballast water. It's 
about the effects of water runoff. 
It's about how air pollution 
affects the Great Lakes, home to 
18 percent of the world's fresh 
water supply. It's about water 
diversion and about how water is 
used, and often wasted.

"You and I are withdraw
ing water," he says. "The big 
question about water diversion 
and high volume users is very 
much being debated. But so 
too, our daily use of water 
should be debated."

The Institute is the place 
where these debates already are

happening. The challenge as 
well as the goal for the Institute, 
Ervin says, is how to provide 
education of the entire popula
tion to encourage them to 
become the guardians of our 
fresh water. The Institute is 
working on building courses 
that meet these goals and devel
oping evaluation tools to ensure 
they're effective. In the mean
time, it's offering support and 
funding to existing programs 
with excellent track records on 
Great Lakes issues.

When the Inland Seas 
Schoolship was in danger of los
ing funding because of a lack of 
an evaluation tool, the Institute 
stepped in to help the Suttons 
Bay-based education program 
that promotes Great Lakes study. 
The Institute was able to provide 
the resources for the project and 
create a pilot study around to 
track the behavorial changes of 
students and teachers after the 
Inland Seas experience.

Since its grand opening in 
May 2004 in the new Great Lakes 
Campus building, the Institute 
has hosted several' large confer-

ences to discuss issues and poli
cies that revolve around fresh 
water. This includes a national 
meeting of National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), the science agency that 
is to the oceans and coasts as 
NASA is to space. It also included 
an October meeting of the 
Coastal States Organization, dur
ing which Ervin guided delegates 
to the top of the Sleeping Bear 
Dune climb. "Wow, it must be 50 
feet deep out there!" exclaimed a 
California scientist as he and the 
other delegates marveled at the 
panoramic fresh water scene 
before them. Ervin laughs as he 
recalls the significance of that 
moment.

"These people were scien
tists and legislators from all over 
the country. This is a group who 
makes recommendations on the 
nation's policy for the national 
shorelines. Most of them had no 
idea how big and how magnifi
cent these Great Lakes really are. 
To have them here and learning 
about the Great Lakes was just a 
wonderful thing."

The recent formation of a 
new branch of the Water Stud
ies Institute, The Great Lakes 
Nonprofit Institute (made pos
sible through a $50,000 Rotary 
Charities grant), will help the 
Institute provide financial 
resources for local nonprofit 
organizations, such as the 
Inland Seas, that are involved 
with education, restoration 
and conservation.



S t a f f  E d i t o r i a l

T h e  d e v i l ’s  i n  t h e  d e t a i l s :  c i v i l  r i g h t s  p e t i t i o n  s l i g h t l y  m i s l e a d i n g

Over this past week, m any different NMC students were 
asked the same question: "Have you signed our petition yet?" 
This prom pted students to ask a question of their own: 
"What's it about?" Some may still be wondering.

The African American petitioners were hired to support a 
proposal by the  M ichigan Civil Rights Initiative. At 
www.michigancivilrights.org, the proposal is described: "[A] 
Proposal to amend the constitution to prohibit the University of 
Michigan and other state universities, the State and all other state 
entities from discriminating or granting preferential treatment 
based on race, sex, color, ethnicity or national origin." If passed 
the proposal would require the equal treatm ent of all people 
by state universities and all other state entities, meaning 
everyone would compete for admission based on merit. This 
explanation appears clear, the cause a just one, and many 
students probably signed the petition and got on with their 
day w ithout thinking twice.

If they had, they m ight have noticed the meaning 
behind the words. By advocating totally equal treatm ent of 
all people, the group is assuming that inequality does not 
exist between groups, and that we all have equal opportuni
ties to live the life we wish. This is no t the case. Right here in 
Michigan some children are born into supportive, safe neigh
borhoods with good school programs while others inherit a 
life that makes getting a decent education nearly impossible.

The petitioners were describing their cause to  students by 
saying they were "prom oting equal rights in colleges." Race, 
sex, ethnicity, even whether someone attends a private high 
school offering numerous advanced classes, or a rural one 
that can barely afford the basics, are real factors that influ
ence opportunities in life. To ignore these factors is to ignore 
the inequality that arises from them  in society today. In the 
words of Supreme Court Justice Harry Blackman, "In order to 
treat some persons equally, we must treat them  differently."

So what sounds like a positive movem ent, a ban on

"racial preferences," is really a ban on affirm ative action -  
a way of evening ou t inequalities in universities and the 
workplace based on race, and other factors dealing w ith 
inequality.

If the MCRI collects the 317,757 signatures they need, 
their proposal will be included on the Michigan ballot in 
2006 where it could be voted on, and the constitution could 
possibly be amended. Repealing an am endm ent is a diffi
cult, lengthly process. If the MCRI succeeds in their efforts, 
there m ight be an entirely different asking: "Have you 
signed our petition?"

-WPP EDITORIAL BOARD
TYLER BRIGGS

“M e Q oB B L eH eA D  C A B iN ET

D o n ’ t  u n d e r e s t i m a t e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  w a t e r
A friend and I were discussing the issues of water the other 
night. He talked about attending an event at the Dennos 
Museum, where they offered Ice M ountain for patrons to 
drink. He was trying to explain to the museum staff why he 
declined their water option. Ice M ountain is sold by Nestle 
Corporation, a company Traverse City lawyer Jim Olson has 
spent m onths battling on behalf of the Michigan Citizens for 
Water Conservation. This landmark lawsuit set a national 
precedent for pum ping and diverting water for sale out of a 
watershed.

My friend said an im portan t looking m an in a suit 
asked him , "Do you drink beer? They make th a t with 
water d o n 't they?”

My friend's response: "Yes I do, but they've done things 
with that water, and I should have to pay for that. But nobody 
should have to pay for water.”

This conversation brings up a good question: Is water a 
commodity? Does a private company have the right to 
remove a region's groundwater and sell it for profit? Global

fresh water concerns are showing up on a regular basis in the 
media. It may not make the front page, but neither did the 
AIDS virus in the early 80's. We cannot afford to wait until 
that happens. Fresh water is a basic need for every single indi
vidual. We cannot survive without it. Will it come down to 
those with money get the water? How ridiculous is that?

We must become increasingly aware of this issue whether 
we want to or not. We're fortunate to have places like the 
Water Studies Institute. The insight of NMC, people in the 
business comm unity like Bob Brick and Rotary Charities have 
demonstrated the importance of issues revolving around 
freshwater and are dedicated to doing something about it. We 
as a com m unity must do the same. The resources, financial 
support and education that the WSI provides make this an 
accessible goal for all of us. Maybe a better question for the 
next social event should be: "What's worth more? A gallon of 
water or a gallon of gas?"

-CAROL NAVARRO
STAFF WRITER

http://www.michigancivilrights.org


GARRET ELLISON 
EDITOR IN CHIEF

I'm  tired of the holidays 
already. It's only the second 
week of December and I've 
had it. Actually, I was tired of 
Christmas the m om ent it 
began, on November 26th. I 
have an inherent aversion to 
Christmas because my birth
day falls three days before. I've 
had to endure the lack of pres
ents due to combination gifts 
my entire life. Call me a con
firmed Christmas curmudg
eon. I was going to boycott 
Christmas this year, but I still 
w ant some presents, so I 
decided do the complete 
opposite, and embrace the 
m onth of December, and ALL 
of the holidays in it.

Besides being known as 
"the most wonderful time of 
the year," December is "Bingo 
Month," and "Write a Friend 
Month." Dec. 2 is "Eat A Red 
Apple Day," followed closely 
by "National Roof Over Your 
Head Day," on Dec. 3.

I'm not making these up, I 
swear. Check out www.holi- 
dayinsights.com if you don't 
believe me. They have a listing 
for almost every bizarre and 
obscure holiday in the Unit
ed States.

Dec. 4 is "Wear Brown 
Shoes Day", and Dec. 5 is 
"Bathtub Party Day." The web
site doesn't specify if you are 
supposed to combine these 
two holidays or not in case 
they happen to fall on a week- 
end. Brown shoes in the bath- 
tub sounds like a jolly spot of 
fun, don't you think?

Dec. 8 is "Take It In The 
Ear Day." No comment on 
that; must have something to 
do with Q-tips.

The second Sunday in 
December is always "Inter
na tiona l C hildren 's Day," 
which coincides interesting
ly enough, w ith "National 
Noodle-Ring Day" here in 
the States.

Starting on Dec 15, food is 
the holiday topic of choice

starting w ith "National 
Lemon Cupcake Day," fol
lowed by "National Choco- 
late-Covered Anything Day," 
on the 16th, and "Bake Cook
ies Day" on the 18th.

Some dates have more 
than one special day to cele
brate. Dec. 21 happens to be 
"Hamburger Day," as well as 
"Look on the Bright Side Day." 
I always look on the bright 
side whenever there's beef 
involved. Dec. 21 also hap
pens to be the Winter Solstice, 
which is the shortest day of 
the year. If I was in charge, this

D e c . 8  is  “T a k e  It 

In T h e  E a r  D a y .” 
N o  c o m m e n t  o n  
t h a t ;  m u s t  h a v e  
s o m e t h i n g  to  d o  
w ith  Q - t ip s .

would be "National Season- 
al-Affect Disorder Day" or, 
"National 'I C an't Stand Flu
orescent Lightbulbs Any
m ore' Day."

In case you are starting to 
wonder if some of these are 
simply a joke, you could be 
correct. According to the web
site, Congress recognizes the 
days with a "National" prefix 
as an official holiday. The rest 
are mostly commercially initi
ated by some company to

hawk a product. Card compa
nies have contributed much to 
this list for my Aunt Margaret, 
who has to send out a card for 
every occasion. Some of these 
holidays are small local events 
that fade from existence the 
moment they're over.

December has also been 
witness to some im portant 
dates in history. Besides the 
ones that everybody knows, 
like Jesus' birthday and Pearl 
Harbor, Dec. 1, 1955 was the 
day Rosa Parks refused to give 
up her seat on the bus in 
Montgomery, Alabama. The 
W right Brothers made their 
first airplane flight at Kitty 
Hawk on  Dec. 17, 1903. 
James Mason invented the 
coffee percolator on Dec. 26, 
1865. I view this as one of 
the m ost im portant inven
tions ever. And Gone with the 
Wind premiered on Dec. 15, 
1939 in  Atlanta, Georgia. 
The world has never been 
the same.

So, rem ember while 
you're out shopping tha t 
there is more to December 
than  just Santa Claus and Pier 
1 Imports. My advice to get 
over the holiday blues is to 
pick a day in December and 
invent your own holiday. If 
Congress and Hallmark can 
do it, why not you? My holi
day will be on Dec. 22. It'll be 
"Editor of W hite Pine Press' 
Birthday Day," sometimes 
known as, "It Sucks Getting 
Combination Gifts Day."

M u l t i - D i m e n s i o n a l  

C o m p o s i t i o n

( O r ,  h o w  I a t t a i n e d  t h e  a n t i - g r a v i t y  

o f  t h e  s o u l )

MELISSA LOHMAN
CONTRIBUTING COLUMNIST_______________________________

I am a literary anarchist. Years have been spent trying to 
im print me with proper grammar and I understand the con
cepts clearly. However, I refuse to integrate them  into my per
sonal expression.

The people around me seem too caught up in composi
tion rules and requirements to really enjoy words and 
thoughts in their primal form. Poetry is one escape but even 
that is frequently imposed upon by rhyming, pattern, and 
beats. People become locked in, a pre-conceived idea of what 
writing should be, and are incapable of leaving the realm of 
what they were taught is typically acceptable. How can we 
really know ourselves if this is how we live? If this were true 
expression, would it no t be carried out into the other areas of 
our life? How can we truly know the depths of our subcon
scious if we cage it with sentence structure, paragraphs, 
indentation, supporting ideas, and other restrictions of the 
like? It creates fear. A fear of whether or no t you put things in 
the proper place, fear of being judged, and a fear of no t using 
the words in the appropriate context.

However, it's no t so m uch the words themselves tha t limit 
you; it's more the way you put them  together. For example: if 
you begin to develop a philosophy-

"The blue of the sky is only a m atter of perception."

Putting the quotes and period on the sentence chokes not 
only the idea, but also the m anner of thinking about it. 
Whereas, if you wrote -

The words gain freedom, and each one can be appreciated for 
its own beauty. These are your words. You gain freedom 
through them , as does the philosophy.

I'm  sure tha t there will always be the people mildly 
offended by allowing the words their personal space, and 
ability to all be as profound. This is something that's always 
saddened me. Unfortunately, things that become comfortable 
and routine for us are always difficult to let go.

U pon w riting this, I realize th a t it has becom e a con
trad iction  w ith in  itself. Everything I have w ritten  is proof
read, spellchecked, and  fo rm atted  w ith in  specific 
guidelines. A lthough th is does upset me, I have conclud
ed th a t on certain occasions it is necessary to  com m uni
cate w ith the  general populace. Also, in  support of true 
literary anarchy, I'm  really in  no position  to  create rules 
against structure for com m unications sake. Therefore, I 
leave you contem plating  the  irony of the  previous sen
tence, and hopefully a little m ore aware of nearly every
one's m indless com positional conform ation.



C h r i s t m a s  s h o p p i n g  o n  t h e  c h e a p

MIKE HOCHSCHEIDT 
STAFF WRITER_____________

Does this scenario sound 
familiar? It's Christmas Eve, 
and you haven't started your 
holiday shopping. To make 
matters worse, you're on a 
severely limited budget. Fear 
not! With some careful shop
ping, you can buy a gift for 
everyone on your list in one 
fell swoop and even have 
some money left over for the 
Salvation Army bell ringers.

For the movie lover: A 
dollar store may not seem 
like an obvious place to  shop 
for a movie lover, but look 
again. The Dollar Tree in Tra
verse City has a selection of 
DVDs for a mere dollar. 
While most of these titles are 
lacking at best, there are a 
few hidden treasures, such as 
"Mark of the Hawk" staring 
Sidney Poitier, and "Beat the 
Devil" with Humphrey Boga
rt. The movie lover on your 
list will be thrilled to find out 
that you bought them  two 
little known films by two 
timeless actors, and at a dol
lar apiece, you can afford to 
be generous.

For the gourm et food 
connoisseur: The problem  
with buying fine food is that 
it costs a pretty penny. Jack's 
Party Store helps solve this 
problem with a wide selec
tion  of wines, cheeses, 
spreads, and chocolates. Just 
about any kind of food or 
drink can be found and be 
made to fit any budget. A 
good selection of local wines

is also available for shoppers 
looking for a gift with a local 
flavor. A quality gift can be 
purchase d for under $10.

For the do-it-yourselfer: 
For some, there is nothing 
more enjoyable than  home 
renovation. One thing that 
every hom e im provem ent 
enthusiast needs is a good 
pocket flashlight. It may 
seem simple, bu t it is an 
invaluable tool. Rayovac has 
a decent model for $5, but 
the king of flashlights is 
Maglight. They make a 
model that costs $9 and is 
unbeatable in quality. You 
need not look farther then 
your local hardware store to 
find one; even Meijers carries 
Maglights.

For the bibliophile: Shop
pers looking for current best
sellers at bargain prices 
should look at B. Dalton's in 
the Grand Traverse Mall. 
They have a wide selection of 
m odern authors, again for 
about $10 or less. Shoppers 
who do not have to worry 
about money, and need to 
shop for children, should 
look at the selection of chil
dren's stories offered by Dal
ton's, m any of w hich are

based on local Michigan sto
ries. Be warned though, the 
children's selection is pricey.

For the music afic iona
do: If time and m oney are at 
an absolute premium, buy 
the music lover on your list 
an Apple iTunes electronic 
gift certificate. It only takes a 
few m om ents and only costs 
$10. Considering the price 
of CDs these days, $10 is an 
absolute bargain. Plus, th e 
gift certificate is sent elec
tronically in a m atter of sec
onds, making this is a great 
idea for anybody who needs 
a gift just before m idnight 
on December 24. Go to 
h ttp ://  www.apple.com  
/itu n es / for purchasing 
inform ation.

For the p e t lover: Your 
pet is a member of your fam
ily, so w hy no t get it some
thing for Christmas? Animal 
Lover in  the Grand Traverse 
Mall has a good selection of 
animal gifts. A chew toy, for 
example, can be purchased 
for around $3. Gifts for ani
mal loving hum ans can also 
be found. Animal them ed 
coffee cups, key chains and 
notebooks are all available 
for sale, and everybody 
should be able to find some
th ing  th a t m atches their 
budget.

Is th is the  definitive 
Christmas list for the shop
per on a budget? No, but 
hopefully it shows tha t you 
can buy som eth ing  for 
everyone on your Christmas 
list w ithout having to sell a 
kidney on eBay.

http://www.apple.com


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- (  F e a t u r e s  )

F r o m  S i n t e r  K l a s s  t o  S a n t a  C l a u s

TYLER BRIGGS 
STAFF WRITER

For some, Santa Claus repre
sents all that is good and 
charitable in the world. For 
others, he is a means of mar
keting. For the little ones, 
Santa is a magical and myste
rious creature, the bringer of 
the gifts. However, the fact 
that Santa only truly exists in 
m etaphor and m yth may 
present a dilemma to any 
parent planning on enlight
ening their children. Before 
parents decide to impart the 
fable of Santa to their trust
ing children, they should be 
asking themselves: who is 
this Santa character, and 
where did he come from?

Santa Claus as we know 
him today, is a way the spirit 
of former holiday traditions 
are personified. His image is 
the symbol for gift giving. 
The knee he presents for chil
dren to sit on is a token of 
generosity and kindiness. His 
gut is the expression of con
tentm ent. Santa Claus is a 
synthesis of virtuous quali
ties, which predate his own 
existence. For many societies, 
it was not uncom m on to 
hold a celebration during the 
winter season as a way to lift

brated Yule from Dec. 21 
through January, in recogni
tion of the return of the sun. 
In Rome, a holiday honoring 
the God of Saturn called Sat
urnalia was celebrated. It is 
commonly believed the date 
Dec. 25 was chosen by Pope 
Julius I in order to absorb 
past holiday traditions and 
encourage people to partici
pate in Christmas. W hether 
or not Jesus was actually born 
on December 25 is uncertain. 
Santa Claus, however, was

Like many fictitious char
acters, Santa Claus was based 
off of a real person. His origin 
can be traced back to  St. 
Nicholas of Patara, (modern 
day Turkey). Admired for his 
grace and kindness, he gave 
away all of his inherited 
wealth and traveled the coun
tryside helping the poor and 
sick, soon becoming the stuff

the people's spirits. In Scandi- of legend. Santa Claus came 
navia, the Norse people cele- to America in December

when groups of Dutch fami
lies gathered to honor the 
anniversary of his death. The 
name Santa Claus evolved 
from Nick's Dutch nickname, 
Sinter Klaas. Santa won the 
hearts of Americans with the 
help of painter Norman Rock
well and the poem of 
Clement Clark Moore, which 
described him as a "right jolly 
old elf." Thus began the mod
ern holiday tradition.

Over the holiday break, I 
went to visit this Santa Claus. 
I found him in his not so nat
ural habitat of the Grand Tra
verse Mall. His image was 
unchanged. He still managed 
to send a num ber of children 
off crying with his appear
ance alone, but most were 
brave enough to sit on his 
knee and nonchalantly rat
tled off their Christmas wish
es. The scene looked much 
like a ritual, but to whom  or 
what it honored is uncertain. 
This new manifestation of St. 
Nicholas is dramatically dif
ferent from the original, and 
has also departed greatly 
from the Christian and 
Roman winter holidays. Per
haps it is time for us to recon
sider the significance of Santa 
Claus as he is today, so that 
the evolution of Santa Claus, 
and of the holiday season, 
may continue.









$ 5 . 0 0  E d i b l e  A d v e n t u r e s

L o b d e l l ’s ,  A  T e a c h i n g  R e s t a u r a n t

DONOVAN MISKE 
STAFF COLUMNIST

Let 's start by saying th a t 
you 'll need to strap your 
socks on if you eat there. 
Lobdell's is located in the 
upper righ t w ing of the 
Great Lakes Cam pus. On 
your way up the  winding 
staircase you'll enter a corri
dor dancing w ith light from 
the huge windows. A myriad 
display of beautiful pictures 
and even m ore windows 
greet you as sit down. 
Lobdell's is a 90-seat, Bistro- 
style restaurant w ith a gor
geous view of the bay, four 
exceptional kitchens, and 
determ ined students. It's a 
rich and diverse learning 
environm ent provided for 
second year students of the 
culinary institute.

From beginning to end, 
my service was better and 
more professional than I have 
ever experienced, even from 
high-class restaurants with 
plates between $40 and $100. 
The menu looked flawless:

not too many choices, yet 
each item unique. Messages 
were professionally delivered 
to me from colleagues cook
ing on the line. I felt like a 
president people actually 
liked at a monumental dinner.

I ordered cherry lemon
ade to start and it was the best 
I ’ve ever had. The puree' of 
spinach with hints of Anise 
soup arrived shortly after, 
which I paid a mere $3 for. 
The soup was actually deliv
ered at the right temperature. 
Normally it’s too hot, in order 
to avoid health concerns or 
it’s too cold and any warmth 
dissipates after a few spoon
fuls. The next course was a 
$4 house salad with port 
soaked dried cherries, 
M ontrachet chevre (goat) 
cheese, spiced pecans, and 
crispy wonton strips, all 
tossed in fresh greens.

Loren Ferrer, my waiter, 
said my entree', Fettuccini 
ala Lulu was the best he had 
ever tasted. I couldn’t im ag
ine it getting better. Unlike 
at m ost restaurants, it actual

ly came with a lot o f chick
en and bacon, so by the time 
I was finished it w asn’t just 
pasta and sauce.

Despite typical restau
rant chatter, it was very 
peaceful. Every m oment I 
d idn’t spend drooling at my 
plate, I discovered another 
impressive part of the facili
ty. From  a gorgeous high- 
rise ceiling, to imm aculate 
kitchens, everything seemed 
to be well thought out with 
genuine care.

To m y su rp rise , they 
had a dessert m enu as well. 
I asked my server to decide 
for m e and I got van illa  ice 
cream  w ith caram el sauce. 
T he sm ell alone gave me 
cavities and the p resen ta
tion was such that m y only 
lim ita tion  was the size o f 
m y m outh.

After thanking everyone 
and slowly descending the 
staircase, I tried to find some
thing wrong with this place. 
However, the only thing was 
that I only spent $20.14 to 
make me miserably full.







S h a k i n g  i n  t h e i r  b o o t s !

M u s i c  s t u d e n t s  c o n q u e r  s t a g e  f r i g h t  a t  c o n v o c a t i o n

HADASSAH VERSNICK 
STAFF WRITER_____________

A lone figure stands on stage, 
gazing out at a sea of faces. 
The lights streaming down 
are bright and hot, almost 
blinding. Blood pounds in 
the figure's ears, and she can 
feel her face getting red. And 
then  the piano begins. It's 
time to perform!

"You couldn't tell, but I 
was shaking!" voice student

Carolyn Bellairs said about 
her performance at her con
vocation on Dec. 1. While it 
was not her first time on 
stage, it was her first time 
performing in such a formal 
setting. Bellairs had per
formed in several bands in 
the past, but was still some
what nervous.

Her advice for perform
ing in front of an audience?

"Be prepared, just try to 
relax!"

Dorothy Eisienstein’s modern dance class gets ready for convocation
PHOTO BY TOM AUCH

Convocation serves as a 
practice performance and is a 
unique experience for stu
dents, according to Music 
instructor Mark Puchala.

"They [students] typically 
don't present at the freshmen 
and sophomore level at other 
colleges," he said.

Four to 12 students usu
ally perform, and the entire 
show lasts about 50 minutes. 
The purpose of convocation 
is to prepare students to per

form in front of an audi
ence.

"Controlling anxiety 
at th a t tim e is very 
im portant," Puchala 
said.

For some of those stu
dents, including Anita 
Hannon, the event was 
their first time on stage, 
and controlling anxiety 
was a challenge.

"Singing on stage was 
really nerve racking!" 
Hannon commented. To 
control her anxiety before 
her turn to perform, she 
concentrated on helping 
the other students relax 
and on her breathing 
exercises. Even still, keep
ing calm was a challenge.

"I froze when I got 
up there," she said.






