


ERIN CROWELL
STAFF WRITER

Spring break is just around the corner for 
NMC students. Some will spend this free time 
working like busy beavers. Others will visit family 
and friends, catching up on time lost from days, of 
studying. And the lucky few will be packing their 
bags and heading off to far away places (even if far 
away means Iowa). Regardless, some people will 
be traveling to places they’ve never been before. So 
besides slathering on the sun lotion and snagging 
some cheap trinkets, what can NMC students do to 
get all they can out of their travel?

We asked social science adjunct and photog
raphy guru Gary Howe this same question. What 
can a student do to get a cultural experience out of 
Spring Break? Here’s what he had to say.

WPP: We understand you recently went on a trip.
Can you tell us a little bit about that?
Howe: The trip was to Chiapas, Mexico. It was a 
very short trip, about 18 days, traveling with the 
Fair Trade coffee organization. We went into a few 
indigenous communities; they are coffee produc
ing communities in which people are living in very 
basic conditions and are unfairly treated. For me, it 
was my interest to learn more and photograph the 
people and culture.

WPP: So, where have you traveled?
Howe: I’ve traveled to China, Taiwan, Cambodia, 
and Australia. Traveling has brought out my desire 
for photography. It helps me understand the people, 
learn more about the culture. But as far as the num
ber of photos I like, they’re minimal compared to 
the unique experiences I get.

WPP: In other words, students shouldn’t worry if  they 
forget their cameras?
Howe: Not at all. Sometimes, you should just put 
the camera down and just talk to the people rather 
than just snap photos all the time. I daydream about 
certain places I’ve been to, almost in a picture se
quence of photographs in my mind. If you’re ab
sorbed in the experience, you’ll value it more than a 
4 x 6  print.

WPP: Wow, good way to put it. So they should just 
try to make a good connection with the place, rather 
than take something back with them?
Howe: Yeah, usually people go on trips or vaca
tion to get something out of it. And when we think 
of getting something out of it, we think of some
thing materialistic such as a photo or a trinket. You 
should travel to make connections and bring some
thing that is intangible back with you.

WPP: Did you have any difficulty taking photos of 
what you wanted to?

Howe: Yeah, one time I was banned from Ganza, 
a Tibetan city, because they don’t allow foreigners 
inside. I knew some basic language and that helped 
me avoid any big fines. When they found out [I was 
a foreigner], I apologized and kept repeating that I 
was just a student. I was sitting around, shaking their 
hands and smoking with them. That was the only 
time I’ve ever been escorted out of a country. I think 
they just followed me after that to make sure I left.

WPP: Is it hard for you to ask someone you don’t 
know if  you can photograph them?
Howe: I don’t speak Spanish. Usually you can 
communicate with someone through body lan
guage and gestures. As far as language, it’s espe
cially easier with people who live in smaller, rural 
communities where the language is less complicat
ed and very basic. This doesn’t mean they’re sim
ple-minded. For example, if you were to talk with 
a Harvard professor with a few doctoral degrees 
in agricultural studies versus a farmer, you’re more 
likely to understand the farmer. It’s very basic 
human communication.

WPP: This could apply to the students who are going 
to be traveling this break. What would you say to stu
dents who want to take photos of wherever they go? 
Howe: Tourists coming into a place just snapping 
photos is an ugly scene. They have to remember to 
show respect. If a person doesn’t want their picture 
taken, “no” is pretty much a universal word. If they 
don’t want their picture taken, then you just don’t 
take it. In other words, you have to show respect 
and honor them.

WPP: Is this why it seems the people in your photo
graphs appear so comfortable?
Howe: It’s my goal to try to make people feel com
fortable when I’m talking with them or taking their 
photographs.

WPP: Have you ever offended someone while taking 
their photograph?
Howe: Sure, I’ve offended people, but not that 
often. When you take photos of people in a cul
ture you’re unfamiliar with, you have to be close to 
them. You can’t be like a spy, hiding around corners 
and taking photos far away. You have to have the 
confidence while being respectful.

WPP: What would be your overall advice to travel
ing students?
Howe: Just ask yourself if you’re doing more harm 
by visiting rather than contributing to the place. Be 
aware of your presence. It’s kind of like the camping 
analogy, “leave no prints behind.” See Howe’s photos 
on page 10-11 *
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BETSY COFFIA
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Image is everything.
The fairness of this percep

tion aside, a recent study on the 
community’s views of North
western Michigan College shows 
it has an extremely high reputa
tion among local residents.

The NMC Community Atti
tude and Awareness Study, con
ducted in late 2004 by Mitchell 
Research and Communications, 
Inc., resulted in a wealth of data 
on the opinions of residents 
throughout a six-county North- 
west Michigan region. For ex
ample, when asked to respond 
to the statement, “NMC has a 
good reputation in the commu
nity,” 99 percent of those sur
veyed agreed.

NMC president Tim Nel
son was understandably 
pleased by this overwhelming
ly positive response.

“It's pretty hard to get bet
ter than 99 percent,” he said.

“Of course, we will try to keep 
it there.”

Four hundred people in 
Grand Traverse, Wexford, An
trim, Leelanau, Benzie and 
Kalkaska counties were sur
veyed Nov. 15-17 and Nov. 29, 
2004. Nelson chuckled as he ex
plained the decision to extend 
the study to the 29t h - the 15th 
was opening day of deer season

and the Lansing-based company 
wanted to get a representative 
sample of the Northern Michi
gan communities.

The college commissioned 
the $14,250 study to measure 
community awareness of and 
attitudes about NMC. This in
formation can then be used “to 
inform decisions about how to 
meet community needs, shape

communication strategies and al
locate resources,” Nelson said.

The most significant study 
finding, Nelson said, was the 
fact that 83 percent of respon
dents have had some contact 
with the college, either through 
taking classes, attending an 
event, or visiting the campus.

An NMC offering the pub
lic could be made more aware

of is the University Center. 
When asked, “Are four-year de
gree programs available through 
NMC?” only 60 percent of re
spondents said yes. Ten percent 
said no, and 30 percent said 
they did not know or chose not 
to answer the question.

“We’re missing something in 
terms of communicating (this)," 
Nelson said.

Presenting the study’s find
ings to the NMC Board of 
Trustees March 7, the college 
president suggested the college 
enhance community awareness 
of NMC by presenting a bi- 
annual report to the commu
nity and conducting a similar 
study every two-to-three years. 
He also suggested the college 
needs to get the message out 
more effectively on topics like 
affordable tuition and fees, the 
availability of financial aid, 
and the growing number of 
classes that can be taken over 
the Internet. ■

C o m m u n i t y  g i v e s  N M C  h i g h  m a r k s

A  g e n e s i s  f o r  n e w  s t u d e n t  g r o u p s
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JAMES SCHABERG
STAFF WRITER

NMC’s new Cycling Club 
will get its wheels rolling just 
after Spring Break. On Wednes
day, April 6, at 5 p.m., any NMC 
student can join the group in its 
inaugural expedition up Old Mis
sion Peninsula.

Students of any age are wel
come to join the group, and team 
jerseys will be given to dedicated 
riders and participants in major 
cycling events.

“The club’s ultimate objectives 
are to have members participate in 
group rides and to train for several 
major races,” explains cofound
er Peter Weaver. “The events will 
include the R.A.T. (Ride Around 
Torch [Lake]), Leelanau Harvest, 
and the Iceman Cometh.”

Riders joining the April 6 trek 
should meet in the cul-de-sac be
tween West Hall and the Health 
Science Building. Future rides will 
venture further from the college 
and will include extreme moun
tain biking on the state hospital 
grounds. Students who can’t make 
the initial evening ride are invited 
to a group meeting Tuesday, April 
19, at 6:30 p.m. in the downstairs 
gathering area in West Hall, or 
they can contact organizer Peter 
Weaver at peter@cajungenie.com.

“Riding as a team is much 
more exciting than riding as indi
viduals,” states Weaver, “It is fun 
to get to know the people you are 
training with.”

Those who prefer to sail by 
water, not land, may want to con
sider joining NMC’s other newest 
student organization funded by 
the Student Government Associa
tion, the NMC Sailing Association

“R i d i n g  a s  a  t e a m  

is  m u c h  m o re  e x 

c i t i n g  t h a n  r i d i n g  

a s  i n d iv id u a l s ,  "

- PETER WEAVER

at Great Lakes Maritime. Weaver 
has joined with Chris Reid to cre
ate this group, which currently has 
its first 19-foot Flying Scot rac
ing sailboat and is close to acquir
ing a second. The group is hoping 
to secure a third boat by summer, 
along with racing buoys and other 
necessary equipment. Initial mem
bers will start practicing racing 
sailboats and practical seamanship 
as warmer weather returns.

“Racing is very intense while 
being tranquil and strategic at the 
same time,” tells Weaver, “You

have to out sink and maneuver the 
other boat to achieve the desired 
position. They don’t call it a tack
ing duel for nothing.”

When the weather warms, 
members will practice racing and 
practical seamanship. Once the 
harbor dredging is completed at 
the Maritime Academy, the sail
ing organization will expand a per
manent residence for a growing 
fleet inside this area. The group 
is looking for student or faculty 
members who love boating and 
would like to learn more about 
small watercraft handling and rac
ing.

“Northern Michigan is such a 
beautiful area; the best parts about 
being up here are setting out on 
the lakes and being out in the 
countryside. The newest student 
groups will provide two structured 
extracurricular oudets for NMC 
to do just this,” Weaver said.

For details, contact Weaver at 
the above address or Chris Reid at 
ecophat689@aol.com. The group 
has a longer-term ambition to 
compete in the Chicago-Macki- 
naw Race.

“We are the only Maritime 
Academy on all the Great Lakes,” 
Weaver said, “and we should be 
participating in this event.” ■
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S t a f f  E d i t o r i a l

Thumbs Up

• To the Osterlin Library for being a depository for government 
documents for the past 40 years. The federal government awarded the 
library with a certificate that commemorates this commitment to in
forming the public. Living in the information -age entails a responsibil
ity to actually use the knowledge that’s out there. If not, we are living 
in the past.

• To those students and faculty involved in Habitat for Human
ity - w ho are spending their spring break in Louisiana, building 
homes for the homeless. Hammering nails into a poor man’s roof 
is much more admirable than getting hammered with tequila (80 
proof, that is.)

• To Jason Denham for recently starting an American Civil Liber
ties Union chapter on campus, in an attempt to promote and protect 
the rights of individuals from dubious government intervention. Best 
of luck with your new chapter.

Thumbs Down

• To the flyer terrorist. This person has repeatedly copied flyers of 
NMC organizations and inserted his own derogatory rubbish in place 
of the original message. This is rather annoying for the various groups 
at NMC. You need to get a life, and find a better way to use your ob
vious abundance of free time (we suggest making some friends). Also, 
learn proper grammer. You should try studying an English textbook 
instead of waitching Hannity & Colmes all night. This is all the atten
tion we are willing to give you - u ntil we find out who you are.

• To those responsible for spring break being at the end of March. 
Spring may officially begin on March 20, but no one wants to endure 
the warmest weeks of April and May inside a classroom.

• To the individual who chucked a TV set out of a second floor 
window in West Hall a few weeks ago. This is lunacy. If you don’t like 
what’s on, turn it off; reality television isn’t going away anytime soon. 
This is a really nasty thing to make a custodian tidy up. We hope you 
have to clean up a huge mess of glass shards someday.

• The Board of Trustees rated Tim Nelson “outstanding” in his 
annual performance review. This entitles him to a $10,000 salary 
bonus -w hich we would say he does deserve. His skilled manage
ment of the college can been seen in many aspects. We realize that 
this amount out of the budget is a small matter. However, the message 
we’ve been receiving all year is “tighten your belts.” Giving the presi
dent a raise in this environment sends mixed signals. Are we to assume 
that our fiscal situation is looking better for the near future? Or, maybe 
this means that the money was managed so well that this amount is in
consequential. Either way, it was agreed upon in his contract and that’s 
that. Just remember - t here are many very hard working adjunct pro
fessors at NMC that may also deserve a raise.

-WPP EDITORIAL BOARD

L e t te r s  to  th e  E d i t o r

W h e r e  d i d  m y  f l y e r s  g o ?
Hi, my name is Jason Denham and I am Co-President of the col

lege chapter of the ACLU. I was wondering where all the flyers I put up 
have gone? I placed a lot of time and effort into those and now I cannot 
seem to find any. Whoever tore them down; I hope you know you com
mitted a hate crime. You probably did not know that - i t’s o.k. I will put 
up more flyers because those were outdated anyway. I am not going to 
bash what you did - i t’s your right to exercise your freedom of speech. 
Just make sure not to slander or profile anyone because it just makes you 
look like a racist. Also, please just make your own flyer next time. Be 
original and not a copycat, otherwise I could call you a follower. Lastly, 
if you’d like to educate me on why you think you’re better than everyone, 
else on this campus, I challenge you to a debate. Not through editorials, 
or one-on-one, but in front of everyone. Then you can explain to us all 
why you are the center of the world. •

- JASON DENHAM
_  .  .  ,  -  r  . . .  NMC STUDENT
B r i d g e  o f  f a i t h

In response to Melissa Lohman’s column in 2/14 issue entitled “Be
ware of blind faith.” I would like to respectfully disagree with some of 
her conclusions in her article by way of two questions:

First, regarding Christianity’s similarity to other ancient religions, she 
is right, it bares many similarities to other religions, to what significance? 
Does similarity equal invalidity? Because its tenants and doctrine are not 
absolutely unique in the realm of world religion, does that mean that 
one must reject all of its claims outright? The same argument could be 
made regarding most other world religions.

Secondly, is blind faith rare? When you come to a bridge you don’t 
get out of your car and inspect it for structural soundness. You simply 
drive across it without thinking about it, even when you’ve never seen 
this bridge before, nor seen a car successfully cross it. You’ve never met 
the designer or the materials supplier, but trust, without evidence, that it 
will hold you.

One may logically counter that you trust this bridge because you’ve 
crossed others like it saying, “I have faith in the bridge’s ability to hold 
me up based on experience.” This is absolutely correct. Is it not also pos
sible to experience the spiritual in the same way? To someone who has 
never seen a bridge before, the thought of stepping out over water on a 
thin layer of metal and concrete may seem a little ridiculous. Similarly, 
one who has never relied on God for anything would naturally see the 
basing of one’s life on the teachings in some old book as laughable. But 
to those who’ve seen the bridge of faith work in their own lives and those 
of their friends, it’s only natural to rely on what you can’t see, but it is no 
less real for that.

To those who’d like to check out the bridge before they cross it may I 
recommend “Can a Smart Person Believe in God?” by Michael Guillen, 
“The Case for Faith” by Lee Strobel, or “Rumors of Another World” by 
Phillip Yancy. Many of these are at the TC library.

To those who don’t trust what they can’t see, you’re more than wel
come to believe whatever you want; nobody is going to force you to 
believe. But if you’re interested, there’s a whole new world waiting just 
across the bridge. ■

- DAN MCINTYRE
_ TRAVERSE CITY,

C o r r e c t i o n s  -  O O P S !
• A correction from our “Blough the Plow” story in the 2/14 issue. 

Ed Blough is a groundskeeper, not a custodian. Ed, we are also sorry 
for any teasing you may have received from your colleagues at the 
maintenance department.

• A correction from our story “Cultural Perspectives Debate Heats 
Up” in the 2/28 issue. Tiki Warmouth was quoted as being an instruc
tor. She is a Science & Math Academic Office Manager.

• We apologize to Hall Council for our failure to credit them as a 
co-sponsor of the SGA Talent Show, which appeared on page 16 of 
our 2/28 issue •



GARRET ELLISON
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Imagine a Cartesian Plane. That’s the 
X and Y-axis thing from algebra class. 
The horizontal line (X-axis) is time. The 
vertical line (Y-axis) is the measure of 
your luck.

Now, imagine a wavy line dipping 
above and below the X-axis at random.
It starts out level, goes up for a bit and 
comes back down below the line - d oing 
this repeatedly from birth to death. 
Sometimes the line goes way up and stays 
there for a while. Sometimes it sinks and 
stays at the bottom.

Depending on your point of view, the 
path this wavy line follows - a s your luck 
goes up and down - i s completely out of 
your control. Or is it?

Consider this hypothetical scenario.
A $20 dollar bill 

blows across my 
path - a  fortunate 
happenstance.

I could save that 
money, put it in 
the bank, or use it 
to a constructive 
end, like filling my 
gas tank or buying 
groceries.

But I’m in a 
stormy mood.
Sometimes there’s 
nothing more a person would like to do 
than be mindlessly entertained. I skip 
into my favorite watering hole (to those 
who know me: keep it a secret!), and put 
my newfound $20 to the most useless 
end imaginable.

As luck would have it, my car gets 
broken into while I’m inside getting 
drunk. All my CD’s get stolen. Every one. 
And whoever it is really lucks out because 
in the glove compartment is a handful of 
very valuable baseball cards I was plan
ning to mail out for appraisal.

It could have been different, you 
know. I didn’t have to get my car broken 
into and my gear stolen. If I hadn’t decid
ed to go drinking, my car wouldn’t have 
been there for a thief to spot. Hypotheti
cally, of course.

If I hadn’t come across an extra $20, I 
wouldn’t have decided to go drinking. 

Ahhh... Hmmmm.
A seemingly lucky event led to a very 

negative consequence. Bad luck disguised 
as good luck?

No, not really. I made my own bad 
luck by deciding to enter the bar and 
get drunk. The $20 dollar bill was just 
a catalyst - i t put those events in mo
tion. My choice was what turned a lucky 
event sour.

So where does that leave luck? And

what the hell am I talking about with X 
and Y-axis'?

I firmly believe that we’re all endowed 
with a certain amount of luck. This mys
terious force can have a serious dislike for 
some people, and an uncontrollable at
traction for others. The X-axis represents 
time, but also luck at a neutral state -  
neither good nor bad. If the wavy line 
travels above, you’re experiencing good 
luck. If it plummets, you’re having bad 
luck. Understand?

This line must remain in balance. If 
your luck gets too top-heavy, then expect 
it to capsize, and vice-versa. This keeps 
the balance. Everything in nature is reli
ant on balance. If you don’t believe me, 
just ask a mathematician or biologist. 
Equations must balance out, and ecosys
tems naturally remain at certain levels in 

order for all species to 
co-exist in equilibrium. 
Even gravity - a nother 
unseen force - d epends 
on balance. Think about 
a teeter-totter.

Luck is no different. 
So why do some 

people seem to have all 
the luck?

Because others don’t. 
Think about it. It 

makes sense when you 
do. If your personal luck 

can have a plane of balance, then why 
can’t the luck of a population? Distrib
ute luck evenly through a group of people 
and nobody gets lucky. It’s perfectly in 
balance. Nobody getting screwed, and 
nobody getting lucky. But once one per
son gets lucky, another must become un
lucky in order to achieve the balance.

The guy who robbed me gets really 
lucky. And I in turn get screwed. Teeter- 
totter, up and down. Dropping $20 is 
not very lucky, but it’s great for anyone 
who finds it.

But what about choice? I made 
the choice to enter the bar; it wasn’t 
luck that led me in there. Luck drew the 
money across my path; it didn’t move my 
steps into the bar.

Choice trumps luck. The two exist 
side by side, but when they duke it out, 
choice always wins. Luck reacts to choice 
like butter to a hot knie - y ou need both 
to butter your toast, but the knife makes 
it possible.

Bad choices lead to bad luck and vice 
versa. In this Darwinian world, there are 
plenty of bad choices made every day 
to move the luck around evenly. Luck 
spreads out, achieving equilibrium like 
water -f inding the path of least resis
tance -w hich just happens to be in the 
direction of good choices. ■

JULIA WALDMAN
GUEST COLUMNIST

The best things in life are the 
most simple. Advocates of the com
plex might disagree with this, but I 
am thankful that there are still a few 
nuts like myself in existence that be
lieve in simplicity. What I’m getting 
at is this: technology blows; buy a 
typewriter. Okay, so maybe I’m being a 
little blunt, but I stand firm in my be
lief that computers are useless junk.

After years of getting journals as 
gifts because I am a writer, I asked a 
friend of mine to save me from the sea 
of blank books and keep 
an eye out for me for a 
manual typewriter. That 
was in the summer of 
2003, and that Christ- 
mas she surprised me 
with a 1967 Olym
pia SM-9. For the rest 
of that school year, 
and most of this one, I 
have used it for person
al writing and school 
reports. It has no num
ber one key, but that 
was standard on most 
typewriters up until the 
1970’s. Most authors 
who still use a manual 
will tell you that it re
ally frees their thoughts, 
and that I can fully 
agree with. My comput
er (forced upon me by 
my father who can still remember doing 
his college papers on a manual) is al
ways stopping me with those stupid red 
spell-check lines and thus hampering 
my thoughts.

The cost even makes life 
better. Like Maytag brand applianc
es, my typewriter will rarely ever need 
a repair. All it needs is an occasional 
cleaning. Computer repairs cost a hefty 
amount of money; that’s money I don’t 
have. And ribbons, oh wonderful ink 
ribbons, are relatively cheap. Well, not 
dirt cheap, but their prices are certainly 
a good deal. On the website www.scan- 
tracker.com I found twelve ribbons for

the SM-9 for only $79.50 and three for 
only $25. Now is that a good deal or 
what? You can only order one ink cartridge 
at a time for your computer and never 
have any in stock when you run out.

Now, I’m not saying that com
puters are all bad, but they can be a 
hassle. The only thing I use my com
puter for is solitaire, and that is cer
tainly better than clearing my desk for 
cards. Technology in itself isn’t all bad, 
but it’s only useful when it is used for 
the good of society, like medical treat
ments and research. But when you use 
it for your own selfish reasons, then it 

becomes a menace. Okay, 
so maybe I  am insane . . . 
or maybe you are.

The truth is 
this: we are a genera
tion that has been fed 
lies. Do you really hon
estly think computers are 
useful? How many times 
have you found yourself 
screaming obscenities at 
your computer? I’ve been 
there, although I prefer 
threatening mine with a 
shotgun. That is precise
ly why I have a laptop, 
it’s much easier to throw 
it out a window, run 
downstairs, and smash 
it with a hammer. When 
I use my typewriter,
I only kick myself for 
not paying more atten

tion to my spelling or to what keys I 
press. I’d rather not waste resources ei
ther. I’m not talking paper, I’m talk
ing about all the plastic that makes up 
a computer and printer. Early type
writers were almost all metal. Come 
to think of it, almost everything back 
then was either metal or wood. Why 
waste precious petroleum on a ma
chine that doesn’t work correctly and 
will be outdated two seconds after it 
is purchased? Okay, I know that this 
little ditty hasn’t made a lick of sense 
to any of you computer users, but we 
typewriter owners are all a little crazy 
and senseless. ■







CAITI THOMPSON
STAFF WRITER

I get a swivel chair with my job. It has adjustable 
armrests and amazing spinning capability. Although 
it does not recline and is not even all that cushy, it is 
a swivel chair nonetheless, and it’s all mine for several 
hours each day.

Why do I get a swivel chair? Because I am one of the 
pleasant, cheerful voices you will hear when you make a 
call to NMC’s main phone number - 9 95-1000. I am the 
NMC switchboard operator.

The office is like my second 
home. I have a microwave and 
refrigerator. The desk is expan
sive, and I can spread out and 
organize my life. There is a com
puter I can use to do homework, 
and a television monitor for the 
weather.

But, my favorite part of the 
office is the switchboard itself (I 
am one of those people who re
ally like buttons).

This switchboard comes com
plete with over 120 different 
buttons - a nd has been through 
a lot. It’s been in use since be
fore 1975. It went through the East Hall fire several years 
back - a nd was flooded with water when the firefighters 
put the fire out. However, it works just as well. It is fairly 
easy to operate: press one button to answer the phone, two 
buttons to direct a call, and one more button to hang up.

You might think this job sounds boring. You would 
be right. The switchboard operator’s only task is to direct 
calls and give help and information to callers, which can 
get pretty dull. However, there are things that make the 
workday more interesting. Although we don’t get many 
prank calls, the ones that I have gotten in the past have 
broken the monotony just a little (this does not condone 
prank calling).

Once I received repeated calls from a guy asking for

Golden Chopsticks. He would ask if he could rake the 
yard - t his occurred in the fall - a nd hang up. Thinking I 
knew his phone number and I would outsmart him, the 
next time he called I answered: “Golden Chopsticks, how 
can I help you?"

Whoops. Needless to say, it was not him, and I 
quickly had to straighten out my confused caller with 
a professional: “Northwestern Michigan College, how 
can I help you?”

Sometimes I receive calls from people I know. I might 
recognize the phone number they’re calling 
from, or the voice of the person calling - a nd 
I will get all excited thinking, “Hey, it is so- 
and-so!” But, I usually don’t say anything. For 
some reason I don’t want people to know it's 
me answering the phone. My little secret, I 
guess. I never grew out of the “I know some
thing you don’t know” phase of childhood.

On average, the switchboard only receives 
about 20 calls an hour. This varies in certain 
situations of course. In the evening, we usu
ally receive three to four calls total from 6 
p.m. to 11 p.m. But, if the weather is start
ing to look messy, I get flooded with callers 
wanting to know NMC’s in- 
weather policy. The same 
goes for mornings after a 

bad snowstorm. I’ll receive about 40 
calls an hour, starting at 7 a.m., which 
I direct to the class cancellation line.
Other than cases of bad weather, big 
events like a governor’s visit are the 
only times the switchboard gets busy.

However boring it may be at times, 
the job does have an amazing perk.
It’s relaxed enough that I can do our 
homework while working. I can study, 
read, do research on the Internet, or 
write a paper and still be able to answer 
the phone competently. The evening 
shift - w hich I work twice a week - i s

especially good for this. I receive so few calls after 5 p.m. 
that there is plenty of uninterrupted study time. The boss, 
Trisha, lets me listen to music while I work. As long as it 
is not too loud, I can bring in CDs to listen to, or use the 
radio in the office.

All in all, the job isn’t half bad. I mean, talking on 
the phone for a living? I am a female—I should love it, 
right? Besides, I can help confused college students just 
like me, all the while in a comfy 
swivel chair. It doesn’t 
get much better 
than that. ■
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