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Don Rodriguez, a long-time 
aviation teacher at Northwestern 
Michigan College, had a lifelong 
dream to fly in a military aircraft 
and had been pushing to get a 
ride with the Blue Angels for years.

“He was always joking with 
those guys — 'When are you

going to give us a ride?'" says 
Bob Buttleman, longtime friend 
of Rodriguez and director of the 
aviation department.

Rodriguez finally got his 
chance on the morning of July 3, 
1998 when he got a phone call. 
He could be the first instructor 
in the history of NMC to be in
vited to fly in an air show jet. He

took off with one of the air show 
pilots in a Russian L-39 training 
jet - n ot as showy as the “MIG” 
that Buttleman would get to ride 
later that day, but still capable 
of aerobatics and speeds up to 
500 mph.

Buttleman took off an half 
hour after his friend. But he 
landed first. He remembers
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The students in John Zach- 
man’s International Relations 
class may be able to say in a cou
ple years that they met the Presi
dent of Egypt - a t NMC.

On March 16, the day before 
his scheduled speech in the Mil- 
liken Auditorium,
Dr. Saad Ibrahim 
sat in the Wednes
day night class and 
answered questions 
posed by eager stu
dents concerning his 
imprisonment at the 
hands of an Egyp
tian dictator, his 
thoughts on democ
racy in Iraq, and his correspon
dence with Nelson Mandela.

Not surprisingly, the stu
dents were very pleased to have 
this opportunity.

“This is the best experience 
I’ve had at NMC,” said Troy 
Thomas, a student in Zachman's 
class, “It made the whole class

worthwhile.” 
Previewing his 

speech the fol
lowing day, Dr. 
Ibrahim touched 
on several reasons 
why he feels confi
dent that democ
racy in Iraq can be 
successful, and that
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Dr. Saad Ibrahim sa t in John Zachman’s  
International Relations class on March 16. 
Dr. Ibrahim is an Egyptian political activist 
who spen t several years in jail a t the hands 

it’s a of the Egyptian President. On Thurs, 
worth- March 17, he spoke at the Milliken Auditori- 
while um for the International Affairs Forum.
goal.

“Democratizing 
the Middle East is 
the strongest guaran
tee of ending war,” 
he said, noting that 
democratic countries 
have never gone to 

war with each other.
He reminded the class that 

Iraq was a democracy before the 
rise of Saddam Hussein. The 
dictator only came to power in 
the 1960’s.

“If they could make it in 
1920, there’s every reason to 
believe they can make it now,'"

said Ibrahim.
Dr. Ibrahim only stayed for an 

hour. Instructor John Zachman 
was very happy to have had him 
visit the class.

"This type of exchange breaks 
the stereotypes down so easily,” 
Zachman said.

The following night, at the 
International Affairs Forum, the 
crowd was a little bigger.

“The Middle East has al
ways been a source of depressing 
news,” Ibrahim started off saying. 
“Tonight I am willing to chal- 

-  continued on page 9 -

thinking playfully, “That tur
key got a longer ride than I did!” 
The envy soon turned to worry. 
“They never came back, and we 
were getting worried because 
they didn’t have enough fuel to 
last that long,” Sheri Skribanek 
remembers. After a couple of 
hours, it was an emergency situ
ation, and the academy sent out

their own planes with instructors 
to look for a sign of wreckage or 
smoldering. Panic set in as they 
started recognizing the poten
tial loss of a teacher known for 
his skill at building relationships. 
He was the one always arranging 
student volleyball or basketball 
games. Past graduates would keep 
in touch with him. His

— continued on page 6 —
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The NMC Board of Trustees 
was expected to raise tuition rates 
at its meeting tonight (April 4), 
up to as much as 6.5 percent.

Acting on recommendations 
from Deborah Disch, Executive 
Director of Administrative Ser
vices, the board was considering 
three recommendations:
• An increase of 6.5 percent, 

which means an increase from 
current In-Dis
trict rates of 
$64.60 per con
tact hour to 
$68.80.

• An increase of 5 
percent, which 
means an increase 
from $64.60 to 
$67.83 per con
tact hour.

• A 2.7 percent 
increase in In- 
District rates, a 
4.7 percent in
crease in In-State rates, and a 
5 percent increase in Out of 
State rates. This option would 
allow for In-District and In- 
State students to apply for the 
Michigan Tuition Tax Credit 
for the 2006 fiscal year.
The tuition increase is neces

sary to offset a projected $655,000
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deficit expected if Governor Gra- 
nholm’s revised executive order 
clears the state Legislature. Gra- 
nholm has proposed a 1.87 per
cent cut from higher education 
this year.

Disch said the increase of 6.5 
percent would allow the college to 
erase the deficit without cutting 
programs or services. NMC Presi
dent Tim Nelson agreed that some 
increase is necessary and likely 
could be absorbed by students

without making the 
college inaccessible 
to anyone.

“Our students 
pay a higher per
centage than in the 
past, but we are still 
a great deal,” he said 
at the board meeting 
on March 21. “Our 
goal is ultimately to 
make education ac
cessible and afford
able to people in 
our region.”

Nelson told the board that 
holding tuition at its current level 
would necessitate big budget cuts. 
Tuition has been raised by some 
amount every year for the past few 
years. Last year, tuition rose 2.3 
percent. The cumulative average 
for the past decade has been under 
3-3 percent ■
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The world of domestic security changed after 
Sept. 11. We have spent the past four years planning 
new strategies for Homeland Security and preparing 
for the worst. All across the country, cities and towns 
have devised and drilled emergency response plans.

The White Pine Press sat down to talk with 
Homeland Security representative and safety expert 
Cathy Muma, coordinator of student life on cam
pus. We asked her about what’s being done to en
sure public safety at NMC and in Traverse City, and 
what students can do in case of a crisis.

WPP: How did you get involved in the Homeland Se
curity program?
Muma: I was on a committee called the Emergen
cy Procedures Committee here at the college. So, my 
interest in emergency procedures goes back to my 
work as a licensed paramedic. It’s always been a field 
that I’ve been interested in. Last December I re
ceived my masters in Emergency Management and 
Higher Education Leadership.

WTPP: What do you do for Homeland Security? 
Muma:II took a lot of the things that are being 
done in public entities and transferred 
that to the college. For example, when 
there’s a disaster in a town, to keep 
everything organized, they go to 
what’s called an Incident Command 
System (ICS). It’s a system of orga
nization so the disaster can be re
sponded to in an organized fashion.
That way, not everyone is running 
around in charge. No one oversees more 
than five to seven people, and they aren’t so 
overwhelmed. You have someone in charge of safety, 
someone in charge of operations, a finance person.
In learning that system, I’ve applied that to the col
lege and we’ve developed our own ICS.

WPP: Tell us about the recent drill where people re
ceived flu shots for participating?
Muma: We partnered with the health department 
to let that happen here. We did not use that as an op
portunity to implement our ICS or use our team. For 
the health department, it was a Homeland Security 
grant that they were working under, and it was a re
quirement by the Homeland Security department.

WPP: Any other drills?
Muma: We partnered with the health department 
[In Oct. 2003] with a SARS drill. We ran that on 
campus and had someone who allegedly had SARS 
go into our health services office, coughing. At the 
same time, we had “victims” go into Urgent Care 
and the emergency room to see if the response was 
appropriate. Would they be given a mask? Would 
they be treated by somebody who had gloves on?

And all of that was handled very well on our cam
pus. We let the “victims” get all the way to the point 
of treatment, where the doctor is ready to draw 
blood, then the “victim” would pull out a card that 
said, “Stop, this is just a drill.”

WPP: What would you tell students to do in a crisis? 
Muma: The number one thing anyone should do is 
to have their own personal emergency plan in place. 
If you have children, do you have a plan to commu
nicate with the school? If you have a spouse, do you 
have a way to communicate with them if there are 
no cell phones? Because once there’s an emergen
cy, everyone’s going to hop on their cell phones and 
none of them are going to work. What’s your alter
nate form of communication? Do you carry in your 

car enough clothing throughout a day? Do you 
have enough personal hygiene items to last? 

If every single person had their own per
sonal emergency plan, we would be so 
well prepared. That’s more than half the 
battle.

WT P: What other advice would you offer? 
Muma: I think people need to take warn

ings seriously. An alarm will go off and I’ve 
seen people still sitting in the halls studying. Just 

because you don’t smell smoke, doesn’t mean that 
there’s not a fire somewhere in that building. Take 
every alarm seriously and evacuate it as if it was 
real. For the fire that happened here in 1998, a 
large number of students did not evacuate because 
they thought someone had just pulled the alarm.
It wasn’t until smoke started rolling down their 
hallway that they believed it was real. For some of 
them, it was too difficult to escape through the easi
est route because the smoke was too thick. People 
jumped out of windows, and hurt ankles. We even 
had a student who received third degree burns on 
parts of his body. So take alarms seriously.

WT P: Anything else you would like to add?
Muma: If anyone has an interest in emergency 
management or has an interest in wanting to be
come more involved, they can contact me to be a 
part of that. For the committee I sit on, we are al
ways looking for volunteers to be “victims,” and it’s 
a nice way to see how the system works first-hand.

Stay safe NMC. ■
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Braving the wind and snow, local activists gathered to mark the 
second anniversary of the invasion of Iraq on March 19. Demon
strators spread out along the Grandview Parkway at Division. Pro
testors prepared for the event by tying black ribbons together and 
creating a stretch of rope one mile long. The demonstration took 
place at noon and was to commemorate the death of over 1,500 
American soldiers, and thousands of Iraqis in the war.

Three instructors at Northwestern Michi
gan College have been given a national award 
that recognizes outstanding contributions to 
teaching and learning. The winners o f the 
2004-05 National Institute for Staff and O r
ganizational Development Excellence Award, 
are Stephen Drake, Deirdre M ahoney and

M ark Puchala. The recipients will be recog
nized at the 2004-05 International Confer
ence on Teaching and Leadership Excellence 
in Austin, Texas on May 29-June 1, 2005.

Here’s what each o f the year’s winners said 
when asked, “W hat does teaching excellence 
mean to me?”

“The pursuit o f  information, ideas, and  wisdom sustains me. 
I  am devoted to knowledge and to sharing a ll I  learn with my 
students. To remain energized, I  often cultivate projects fo r  my
self or pursue areas of study related to, yet apart from my daily 
routine. These activities help ensure I  remain intellectually pro
ductive and accountable to my students, to my profession and, 
perhaps most importantly, to myself.”

-Deirdre Mahoney, communications.

“Learning excellence is the result o f  always beingfocused on 
creating a powerful learning environment fo r  students, using 
every conceivable idea to encourage student growth. Learning 
is all about thinking, and there is no richer variety o f  thinking 
experiences than those a t a community college. ”

-Stephen Drake, math

"I’m inspired to strive fo r  excellence in the classroom be
cause o f  my students’ trust. They chose NMC for many reasons, 
but the bottom line is that we w ill do something fo r  them that 
w ill make their lives better and more meaningful. Feeling their 
success sustains me; feeling their energy renews me. Watching 
them grow as individuals keeps me excited about my work as a 
teacher a t NMC. "

-M ark  Puchala, music

Anti-war demonstration NMC instructors win national award

NMC studen 
lived "Hotel 
Rwanda" horr
CAITI THOMPSON
STAFF WRITER

Godfrey Ssimbawa remembers the time 
about 10 years ago that he couldn’t eat fish, 
one o f the main foods in his home coun
try o f Uganda, for a long time. M any of the 
bodies o f victims o f the Rwandan genocide 
had been thrown in lakes and rivers, making 
fish inedible.

Since his country bordered Rwanda, dur
ing the 1994 massacre the whole nation was 
affected. They sent help and the Red Cross, 
and suffered secondhand from the lack o f 
fish and water sources.

The film “Hotel Rwanda”, which re
ceived several Academy Award nomina
tions, depicts the heroic actions o f one man, 
Paul Rusesabagina, who risked his career 
and his life to save over a thousand Tutsis 
and Hutus, two warring Rwandan tribes 
marked for death during the Rwandan mas
sacre. Using his connections as a four-star

hotel manager, Paul 
cajoles, bribes and 
blackmails military 
and  governm ent of
ficials in  his fran tic  efforts to rescue 
1200 people.

Ssimbwa found “Hotel Rwanda” to be

share ideas about the whole thing.”
Moyo, whose home country o f Zimbabwe 

is not as close to Rwanda, was not as directly 
effected by the events when they took place, 
but still was very moved by the movie.

“This movie is as close to the truth as 
could be portrayed on film. I knew about 
the barbarities when they were happen
ing, but when dramatized, it re-ignites 
the feelings from that time. Those 
scenes are very hard-hitting.”

The two African international stu
dents recently went to see the movie with 
Jim  Bensley and some other faculty mem
bers. After watching the movie, the group of 
students and faculty went out for coffee and

Fred Otenio and Godfrey Ssimbawa

true to life and extremely moving, and en- discussed the film, 
joyed watching the movie with another in
dividual from Africa, Gevas Moyo. “We 
were both really touched and were able to

“It was very interesting discussing this 
film with them,” says Bensley. “We would 
like to do this again, have discussion groups

about movies that are either controversial on 
pertaining to something learned in class.” 

Another African student at N M C , Fred 
erick O tieno, who is from Kenya, also saw 
“Hotel Rwanda,” although not with Bens
ley and the other students. He also says 
that the movie is a very good portrayal o f 
what took place.

“This film was very moving. Kenya is 
not very close to Rwanda, but I , and the 
whole country, was still affected by what 
happened. There were bodies in the water 
everywhere, and refugees were fleeing to all 
different countries.”

Both Moyo and Ssimbwa are glad that 
this movie was made and released because 
many people did not even know about the 
events that took place in Rwanda, or why 
they took place at all.

“This movie shows the rest o f  the 
world w hat happens around the world,” 
says Moyo, “and w hat unseen forces are at 
work sometimes.”

"W hen the events are brought to life, 
that is when people will understand,” says 
Ssimbwa. “The ethnic man-to-m an struggle 
and wars that took place, not many people 
outside o f the country would even know 
about. These events were in real time, and 
people should know about them.”

“Hotel Rwanda’s” release is April 12. ■
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Most people who frequent Espresso Bay 
on Front Street may be aware that coffe e -  
whether straight or in a raspberry latte - i s 
not the only drink on the menu. I prefer a 
one-ounce shot of a murky dark green liquid 
called wheatgrass.

If you’re wrinkling up your nose you 
wouldn’t be alone. But you’d be missing out 
on a huge boost to your energy level, mood, 
physical health and even your ability to 
think straight.

Why is this green goo better known as 
“liquid sunlight” so good for us - a nd why 
could most college students use a regular 
dose? It all comes down to energy transfer. 
Plants photosynthesize their food by absorb
ing rays of sunshine in cells and store away 
that energy. But much of that sunny energy is 
lost by the time it gets to us. Buy wheatgrass 
in a shot, or grow it at home and here’s what 
you’ll get:

Amino Acids: Amino acids are the build
ing blocks of life and are essential for all liv
ing things. Together with enzymes, amino 
acids are responsible for cell renewal and a 
variety of other functions from hormone 
production to the building of muscles, blood 
and organs. All 17 amino acids are present 
in wheatgrass.

Enzymes: Crucial to every chemical reac
tion in the body, enzymes are indispensable. 
Without them humans wouldn’t be ble to 
think, see or dream. Wheatgrass has a high 
enzyme content which boosts the immune 
system by enriching and cleansing the blood, 
getting rid of wastes, attacking viruses and 
enhancing digestion.

Chlorophyll: This life-blood of plants 
accounts for 70 percent of the solute in 
wheatgrass. It stimulates tissue growth and 
cell regeneration. In 1940, chlorophyll was 
found to be effective in treating a wide range

of disorders by a report printed in the Ameri
can Journal of Surgery, from anemia to men
tal depression.

Oxytherapy: Wheatgrass contains oxy
gen, which is vital to stimulating digestion, 
clear thinking (the brain uses 25 percent of 
bodily oxygen supply) and oxygenation of 
the blood (which defends against anaerobic 
bacteria). It also promotes better circulation 
of the blood.

Other Benefits: It contains vitamin B12 
which helps with blood disorders and B17, 
which helps fight some cancers. It also con
tains Super Oxide Dismutase, known to help 
fight the aging process.

It seems to me that you’d be crazy not to 
drink the stuff. So for a quick boost of brain 
power, perhaps even a fountain of youth in a 
shot glass, get some wheatgrass.

-TYLER BRIGGS 
OPINION EDITOR

L e t te r s  to  th e  E d i t o r

I n c o r r e c t  n e w s  b r i e f
In a recent news brief regarding a $1,000 donation to Phi Theta 

Kappa from Household Financial Corporation, there were a few 
things printed incorrectly and I would like to clear these things up 
so that those who are responsible for this work receive proper credit, 
and no organizations are shown in partnerships where they are not. 
The donation of $1,000 from HFC was given toward a PTK initia
tive to help women in the five-county area who go through a mas
tectomy. Munson’s Breast Care Center and “P&K” (typo for PTK) 
are not in a partnership, nor are we in partnership with the Naviga
tors as reported in the brief. Also, the goal of 400 pillows is a goal of 
Phi Theta Kappa’s - n ot related to the donation from HFC. Thank 
you for allowing us to clear up any misunderstandings as we need 
to continue to raise funds if we are to reach our goal of 400 pillows! 
PTK would like to help raise community awareness about the need 
for these pillows, but there are also other groups working on this 
project that we do not want to take credit from. Anyone interest
ed in helping PTK reach their goal may contact me at mary.griffore- 
wilson@ptk.org for further information.

-MARY WILSON
PRESIDENT, ALPHA RHO PI

R e a s o n  f o r  s t r a n g e  d a t e s
In your March 14, 2005 issue, you gave “thumbs down” to those 

responsible for spring break being at the end of March. As one of 
those responsible, I thought your readers should know why the 
break is during this time. Since 1995, our first spring on semes
ters, we set spring break at the same time that the TCAPS District 
sets spring break. We do so because many of our students, staff and 
faculty have children in the school system, and having the breaks 
align gives our families the opportunity to spend time together. For 
those who are looking ahead a year, spring break for 2006 will be 
March 27 through April 2. I wish all of your readers a safe and en
joyable spring break.

-STEPHEN N. SICILIANO
V.P. FOR EDUCATIONAL SERVICES

N o  o n e  l e f t  b e h i n d  i n  S o u t h  P a r k
I am getting frustrated with the No Child Left Behind concept that 

has allowed any student to take any class at most high schools. This 
has led to slower kids keeping classes from moving ahead into more 
complex and valuable topics. The cause of this problem is not the stu
dents who may or may not want to be in these classes, but rather the 
bullheaded parents who want to believe their kids are brilliant.

To put this in terms of an episode of South Park, imagine Kyle’s 
mom (Sheila) insists that she knows better than the teachers and ad
ministration, which explains where kids get their brilliant egos, and 
ask that Ike (the baby brother) be able to take calculus because she 
thinks he can succeed. Then, of course, she would blame the teachers 
and the principal if Ike doesn’t get an A+.

Now imagine Timmy (the kid in the wheelchair with a one-word 
vocabulary) being involved in advanced classes with Mr. Garrison and 
the other kids because no child should be left behind. This leads to Mr. 
Garrison “dumbing down” the curriculum and the kids feel totally stu
pid and insulted. Of course, Cartman is still totally lost and confused. 
Mr. Mackey, the school counselor, agrees with the parents because he 
feels he has to, and the principal 'and mayor see this as an opportunity 
to showcase Bush’s No Child Left Behind legislation. The media show 
up and are amazed that Timmy gets every answer correct (every answer 
will be “TIMMY!!!") and Cartman gets every question wrong. Kids 
are pissed off because the town is again misguided and Cartman is ex
posed as a sub-retarded fat kid. Just your typical South Park episode.
If only Comedy Central would make this episode, then maybe the 
world would feel my frustration.

-BRIAN BOETTCHER
TRAVERSE CITY

C o r r e c t i o n - O O P S !
A correction from our story “President Nelson receives 10K bonus” 

in the March 14 issue. We reported Nelson making $147,670, with 
a $10,000 bonus - b ringing his base salary up to $157,670 in 2005. 
This is incorrect.

On Feb 25, 2005, the previous years base salary and bonus came to 
147,670. This is Nelson’s new base salary. He is not eligible to receive 
the 10K bonus this year until his next performance review.

W r i t e  u s  a  l e t t e r
O u r  po licy : White Pine Press accepts phone number. Letters may be edited for clarity,

letters to the editor from members of the college grammar, spelling and length. Opinions expressed
and community. Letters should be less than 400 are not necessarily those of the White Pine Press
words, typewritten, signed with name, address and staff or any college employee.

By Mail: Mail submissions to: ,
White Pine Press, Letters to the Editor 
1701 E Front St., Traverse City, MI 49686 
By Email: wpp@mbx.nmc.edu 
By Fax: (231) 995-2110

mailto:wilson@ptk.org
mailto:wpp@mbx.nmc.edu


S t u c k  i n  L e f t  F i e l d

A  p r o p a g a n d a  b a t t l e

GARRET ELLISON
EDITOR IN CHIEF
Newspapers, TV networks, and report
ers have always relied on their credibility 
to carry the weight behind their stories. 
That’s why the Dan Rather controversy 
was such a big deal. Sure, the man was 
doing an excellent job reporting news for 
30 years, but one screw-up and look what 
happened. Damaged credibility is a seri
ous thing. Like the proverbs say - i t’s a 
man’s reputation that matters most.

That credibility is under attack again. 
Not personal credibility of media individ
uals, but the industry as a whole. A slimy 
approach is eroding the 
credibility of the entire  
industry from the inside, 
and opening the door to 
manipulation by experts 
in propaganda.

Recently the New 
York Times ran a cover 
story on the Bush Ad
ministration’s use of 
Video News Releases, 
or VNR’s. These VNR’s 
have been around for 
years, and are main
ly just a video form of 
a press release. Gov
ernment agencies or 
corporations send out 
information to media 
outlets in order to entice 
coverage on a potential 
story. TV networks can 
use the footage however they see fit, usu
ally identifying the source of the footage if 
it was shot by an outside source, like with 
VNR’s. The networks still do their own 
reporting, the VNR is designed simply 
to give the background info: who, what, 
when, and where.

However, the Bush administration 
doesn’t think the media uses these VNR’s 
in a positive enough light for them. The 
White House has screamed bloody mur
der about the 
“liberal media” 
for years, so 
now the execu
tive branch is 
releasing entire 
pre-packaged 
news broad
casts masquer
ading as VNR’s.
They have been 
so blatant in 
their attempt 
to mimic a nor
mal news broadcast, that at the end of a 
segment, the narrator even says, “this has 
been [So-in-So], reporting for the U.S. De 
partment of [blank]."

Whoa. Uh... I’m sorry, but only news

Live! Worn-Hie WHiTE House,-Hiis 
8REAK/NG NEWS.

agencies can issue news reports. You see, 
news services are bound by something 
called ethics. These ethics are what keep 
objectivity in reporting, and even if the 
rox News channel ignores them, most 
other media does not. These ethics ensure 
the public hears truth, not propaganda.

The administration is under fire be
cause this time its pretty obvious what’s 
up. The investigative arm of Congress, 
the Government Accountability Office, 
has ruled that this form of VNR violates 
federal laws prohibiting “covert propagan
da” by the government. It also admon
ished those television stations that had 

broadcast these pre-pack
aged reports for not prop
erly screening or declaring 
where the source material 
came from. When the pres
ident was asked about this, 
all he could stammer was 
that he told the Justice De
partment to ignore to GAO 
ruling, “so long as [the 
VNR’s are] based on facts, 
not advocacy.”

Facts - n ot advocacy. 
That’s a laugh because the 
“report” by Karen Ryan 
concerning the president’s 
“No Child Left Behind” 
effort was nothing but ad
vocacy. These “reports” are 
nothing but propaganda 
messages paid for with tax 
dollars, designed to hood

wink citizens into believing false infor
mation about a bad idea. They have even 
designed a points system to gauge the 
amount of positive messages crammed 
into one of these “reports.” With a certain 
amount of points given each time the re
port said something like “The Bush Admin
istration/GOP is committed to education.” 

Well, obviously this is unacceptable, 
but like so many other blatant attempts as 

information manip
ulation and control, 
they get away with 
it by saying: “Well, 
we’re just giving our 
own version of the 
news.”

We’ll, I’ve got a 
news flash: There 
is only one version 
of the news - t he 
true one, and it isn’t 
being released on 
VNR. Despite what 
you think of the 

media, every reporter, photographer, and 
editor is bound by a set of ethics designed 
to keep information transfer accurate as 
possible. Bureaucrats are not bound by 
this. They have other motives. 

T h e r e  i s  n o  b l a m e ,

o n l y  c o n s e q u e n c e

MELISSA LOHMAN
STAFF COLUMNIST

Deep within us all there lies some
thing very simple - i ntention. Intention 
with every step we take, every action, 
every word. It is all a means to an end, 
although to what end I could not say. 
However, this leaves no room for people 
who would consider themselves victims, 
or those who like to think their fate is 
dependant on other forces.

When you consider intention, another 
word inexorably comes to mind and that 
is karma. Karma is based through some 
level of consciousness on intention. This 
could also be considered the soul’s desire 
to learn and grow. Let me 
give you an example.

My father made a New 
Year’s resolution, and that 
was to complain more 
when he received shod
dy service or products.
As it happens, he is an 
accountant who checks 
others’ work for inaccu
racies. After making and 
sticking to this resolu
tion, which involved com
plaining to managers and 
company heads, etc., he 
began receiving an escalat
ing amount of complaints 
himself.

This would be an action and result
ing reaction. The action being the com
plaints sent out into the universe, and 
the reaction being all those complaints 
coming right back around like a little 
metaphorical boomerang. I’m not sure 
what the learning experience was here, 
that’s for him to decide. This is the basis 
for karma, in a nutshell - a ction and re
action. I could get into the concept of 
karma spreading over lifetimes to evolve 
our souls enough to the point of tran-

L e a r n i n g  i s  t h e  

s o u l 's  i n t e n t i o n ,  

a n d  n o  m a t t e r  

h o w  h a r d  y o u  

f i g h t  i t ,  y o u  w i l l  

a l w a y s  p u t  y o u r 

s e l f  w h e r e  y o u  

n e e d  t o  b e .

scending into various dimensions and 
astral planes, but I don’t believe what
ever chunk of space I have on page five 
will be enough to cover that. So we’ll 
stick to the instant karma.

In nearly every religion there is a way 
of saying: “You get what you give,” like 
the concepts of heaven, hell, sinning, 
and even things like martyrdom. The 
important thing in all of these exam
ples is to look at them in a metaphori
cal manner and to realize that good and 
evil is relative to the individual. This is 
what I mean by intention. It is a soul’s 
purpose to experience; however, what 
experience is necessary constantly chang

es, as does the interpre
tation of the experience. 
Regardless though, how 
could one say that one is 
not the primary force in 
whatever situation one 
happens to be in? We all 
initiate our own lives and 
actions, down to every 
single step, because there 
is always something to 
learn. Ha, there’s that in
tention again.

I’d prefer not to be 
misinterpreted. I’m not 
saying that everything 
that happens in a per
son’s life is that person’s 

fault. Not even close. Horrible things 
happen to people all the time, and the 
key part of healing from these, no mat
ter what circumstances surround them, 
is the ability to perceive a learning ex
perience. Learning is the soul’s inten
tion, and no matter how hard you fight 
it, you will always put yourself where 
you need to be. Then you grow out of 
the situation. That is strength through 
karma, and there is no such thing as a 
victim within strength. ■

D u a l  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  a  s o r d i d  i d e a l

SCOTT COUTURIER
STAFF COLUMNIST

I woke up this morning intending 
to write a comedic column. Well, I’m 
afraid there isn’t very much amusement 
left, folks.

Several days ago the State of Michi
gan began legislature that would ban ALL 
abortions, even if it’s required to save the 
life of the pregnant woman!

Yes, that’s right. Raped by your father? 
Ohhh, terribly sorry, you’ll just have to 
live with it. Baby suffering from fatal birth 
defects in the womb? Too bad. What’s 
this? You’re eleven and carrying the child 
will result in your demise? Well, how 
about a discount on the headstone.

The abortion battle spans far beyond

the simple idea of life beginning with the 
sperm and the egg. Consider this: the ma
jority of political figures who claim to be 
'Right to Lifers’ also favor cutting wel
fare to single mothers. In essence, they 
are stonily proclaiming that they only 
care about a child in utero. But, once that 
sucker’s born, ha! Better start hording 
food stamps.

Really it all comes down to 
power. These men would like nothing 
more than to render women barefoot and 
pregnant, frying up ten-course dinners in 
the kitchen while their husbands sit on the 
porch. Power is the key, my friends. The 
Right’s dual dedication to protecting the 
unborn and shunning the born is ample 
evidence of this sordid fact. 





N o  m o r e  f a s t  c a s h

C r e d i t  U n i o n  y a n k i n g  W e s t  H a l l  A T M

BETSY COFFIA
STAFF WRITER

If you’re planning to head downstairs 
in West Hall to withdraw some quick 
cash from the ATM, you are officially out 
of luck.

TBA Credit Union owns the machine, 
which has been on campus for over 13 
years. According to credit union vice pres
ident Karen Browne, the ATM has been 
an expense to her business for quite some 
time, with significantly fewer transactions 
than the credit union’s machines at other 
locations.

"Usage on the machine is very stag
nant,” Browne said. “There are not a lot 
of transactions. It’s a big expense we’ve 
had for many years.”

The machine’s age is also a factor in 
the decision to remove it.

“It is very old,” Browne said. “We can’t 
even get parts for it anymore.”

But the real clincher was the need for 
a mandatory security upgrade to keep the 
ATM in place.

“It would cost us over $4,000 to do 
the upgrade,” Browne said. “We definite

ly hate to pull the darn thing, but it’s just 
too expensive.”

At this point, there is no plan to install 
a new ATM on campus.

“We’re always open to suggestions,”

Browne said. “But we are only able to put 
something new in if the college wants to 
help with the expense.”

NMC Executive Director of Admin
istrative Services Debby Disch said she’s 
sorry to see the machine go.

“Since it wasn’t costing us anything, 
and it was a service 
to our students and 
employees, we are 
supportive of hav
ing it here,” she said.
“If that isn’t possible 
because of the vol
umes that we create, 
it really isn’t our de
cision. We are going 
to investigate alterna- 
tives to maintaining 
that service, but, at
this point, I don’t know what might be 
available.”

So, will the ATMs removal put a kink in 
the financial pipeline for NMC students?

Mike O’Keefe is in the college aviation 
program living in West Hall. He said the 
change is not a big issue for him.

“I t  i s  v e r y  o l d ,  

B r o w n e  s a i d .  

“ W e  c a n t  e v e n  

g e t  p a r t s  f o r  i t  

a n y m o r e .  "

"I don’t use it that often,” O’Keefe 
said. “It’s usually only if my bank is 
closed or it’s late or a Sunday or some
thing. But I really don’t want to pay [the 
service fee] when I can go to my own 
bank here in town.”

Student Ashley Corwin has avoided 
withdrawing money from 
the machine because of the 
fee.

“I’ve heard it’s like two 
bucks to use,” she said, 
noting that she feels the 
only reason people use it 
to begin with is because 
the cafeteria doesn’t accept 
credit or debit cards.

“You have to pay cash 
or write a check, and who 
wants to write a check for 

$3?” Corwin said. “I think Aramark 
should accept credit and debit cards.” 

West Hall resident Zekara Rennhaek 
isn’t sorry to see the ATM go.

“It’s not worth (the fee)," she said. 
“I’d rather walk to my bank and get 
the exercise.” ■

—  continuedfrom , f ro n t page —
"N ew  a irp la n e  h o n o rs  v a n ish e d  in s tru c to r "

office door was almost complete
ly covered with aviation related 
comic strips and quips. Some
one brought in a hangman’s noose 
tied from rope and made a copy of 
it. At the bottom of the page was 
the text, “Hi. I’m from the FAA, 
and I’m here to help.” It hung in 
Don’s office until 
a visitor from the 
FAA noticed it.

The search
ing went on for 
weeks. Fat Al
bert, the Blue 
Angels’ trans
portation plane, 
searched for the 
missing aircraft 
the next day, and 
the Rodriguez 
family hired a 
boat for a week 
to do a sonar search. Even a coast 
guard ship on its way from Chi
cago to Detroit spent a day search
ing with its sonar. They had no 
radio call to go on. No trace. No 
parts washed up onshore. No oil 
slick - j ust one false alarm report 
that turned out to be seaweed.
All they had was speculation that 
perhaps the jet dove straight into 
the bay while attempting a giant 
loop. “It was a really streamlined

airplane, Buttleman explained. 
“To me, it’s feasible that it could hit 
the water and just go right on in.” 

This Spring, in memory of 
Don Rodriguez’s contribution to 
the school, the aviation depart
ment is completing the restora
tion of a 1951 Piper Super Cub, 

much like the 
one Don flew 
in his first solo 
flight. Purchased 
in 1996 from the 
federal surplus, 
the Super Cub 
awaited restora
tion until shortly 
after Don’s disap
pearance when 
local master air
craft builder, Dr. 
Stephen Derr, 
volunteered his 

services. Along with the resto
ration, many updates have been 
made to this plane, such as a mod
ernized instrument panel, a GPS 
unit built into the radio, a more 
powerful engine, and floats. After 
six long tedious years, the plane is 
set to fly late this spring.

Flight students will use the 
plane to get special tail wheel and 
seaplane endorsements.

When asked what Don would

think of the Super Cub, Sheri re
plies, “It was something that he 
would have wanted to see hap
pen. To give students a whole 
new opportunity.”

Although no formal ceremony 
to dedicate the restoration to Don’s

memory has been planned, he will 
live on in the.plane’s call numbers, 
“N644DR”, or “for Don Rodri
guez.” Tucked among the clutter of 
the work shop, a poster dedicated 
to Don’s memory explains the sig
nificance of the call numbers.

“In this way, whenever a stu
dent or flight instructor flying this 
airplane calls the Traverse City 
control tower with a call sign that 
ends in DELTA ROMERO, Don 
Rodriguez will still be flying with 
all of us.” ■




















