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The NMC Board of Trustees 
approved a 6.5 percent across the 
board tuition increase at its April 
4 meeting. General fees and 
housing rates also will be raised.

These increases, which will 
take effect in Fall 2005, come 
on the heels of cuts in state 
funding for colleges across the 
state. When President Nelson 
was hired in 2001, the state cov
ered 36 percent of NMC’s bud
get. Now, that number is down 
to 26 percent.

"The old model is not one 
that can persist for anyone,” 
Nelson said at the meeting.

In-district rates will be raised 
from $64.60 to $68.80 per con

tact hour, while out-of-district 
rates will increase from $ 112.60 
to $ 119.92. Out-of state rates 
will increase from $140.50 to 
$149.63 and the general fee will 
be raised from $9.70 to $10.33 
per contact hour. Housing rates 
have also been raised.

The board looked at several 
solutions. Trustee Robert Brick 
suggested raising tuition for out- 
of-district and out-of-state stu
dents by a higher percentage than
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Students who frequent the 
lower level of West Hall can 
look forward to some new 
games in the near future.

Passed by a unanimous vote, 
Student Government is having 
Collins Amusement bring in a 
slew of new games to the Stu
dent Activities Center in the 
West Hall basement. They are 
hoping to see a new pool table, 
foosball table, air hockey table, 
pinball machine, and video 
game with multiple old school 
games like Pac-Man and Tetris. 
A change machine will also be 
provided. The money will be 
split evenly between the vend
ing company and SGA, which 
will put the funds into SGA

scholarships.
“I’d like to see more students 

start using the area. It feels like 
wasted space now,” said SGA 
President Nicholeen Frusti.

Currently, a lone pool table 
sits among several empty ta
bles underneath the cafeteria. 
It was considered for a study 
area, but deemed too loud 
with the Northwoods Cafe 
traffic. The pool table is well 
worn and useable cue sticks 
are rare.

The new games should be 
on the way as soon as a con
tract is hammered out with the 
vending company.

“We are defiantly going to 
have something on campus be
fore finals week,” said student 
life coordinator Cathy Muma. ■
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The vehicle is a cross between a go- 
kart and an ATV, and must adhere to 
criteria involving angles, size, and dimen
sions. The car must be structurally sound 
enough to drive through deep mud and 
water, flip end over end, and roll.

The competition is June 16-19 in 
Ohio and is put on by the Society of Au
tomotive Engineers (SAE). It involves a 
four-hour endurance race on a Motor- 
cross style track, a tractor-pull to see if 
the car has enough torque, and a judging 
session at which issues like design and 
cost are considered.

“We basically want to make a car that 
the judges would want to buy,” says Bush.

NMC's team name is Pine Fresh Rac
ing. The “Pine” represents the white pine 
NMC logo, and “Fresh” alludes to how the 
team is new to the Mini Baja circuit and to 
building something this complex.

Coughlin cannot find enough good 
things to say about his students.

“Everyone is going above and beyond 
with this project. Some of my students 

— continued on page 7 -
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Engineering students at M-TEC 
have a passion this spring - c reation.

These students are spending most of 
their free time in the Automotive Build
ing, constructing a car completely from 
scratch - a  mini Baja car they plan to 
enter in competition this summer.

“I am really lucky,” says Jim Cough
lin, who teaches the students and is also 
acting as their advisor in the Baja proj
ect. “I have a really great group of kids 
to work with.”

NMC will be the first community 
college ever to compete in the Baja car 
competition, which has entries from uni
versities all over the country.

“We are all learning as we go,” team 
member Marcus Bush said. “Most of us 
are really mechanically inclined. We have 
all torn apart a car or a snowmobile or an 
ATV at some point, and we all can con
tribute something different, but this is 
definitely a learning experience.”

Chris Coughlin (sitting) and Marcus Bush discuss ideas about the layout of their mini Baja car. 
The vehicle is being assembled in the Automotive Tech Building at M-TEC, and will be ready for 
competition in June.
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Spring has finally sprung. Time for outdoor pic
nics, including the biggest one in the Traverse City 
area, the NMC Barbecue which will take place on 
May 22 this year.

The White Pine Press recently caught up with 
Randy Smith, the Resource Recovery Manager for 
Grand Traverse County and member of the NMC 
Barbecue Committee. We asked him about the im
pact of recycling and how NMC students and the 
community alike can do their part.

WPP: So, what are your responsibilities as the Resource 
Recovery Manager for the county?
Smith: Well, I’ve been here for about 10 years now.
I deal with all trash and recycling issues that come up 
before the county. I also do a fair amount of public 
outreach through presentations. I also counsel busi
nesses on their waste and recycling needs, and I over
see a number of contracts and county ordinances and 
help with writing out a waste self management plan.

WPP: How did you get involved with the recycling 
at the NMC BBQ?
Smith: One of the barbeque members 
called me up and said that they thought 
I could help. They had tried different 
things before that didn’t meet their ex
pectations. Each board member has a 
focus area. So my angle on the board is 
the recycling for the day’s events.

WPP: What’s involvedfor the day?
Smith: During the NMC BBQ we use 
receptacles, such as places to put glass, alu
minum and paper. A lot of the products that 
come into the BBQ are in cardboard. For example, 
the hamburger buns come in cardboard containers.

WPP: Are there volunteers who help out with this? 
Smith: Usually students volunteer to help with the 
recycling effort. It takes about five people to make 
sure that we get everything collected and proper
ly prepared. So we make sure we get enough con
tainers and people to handle the material. It’s a very 
fast-paced day. Things are most often wasted when 
people are in a hurry and don’t make provisions for 
recycling. So our job is to catch the recyclables before 
they become waste.

WPP: So what should NMC students know 
about recycling?
Smith: I think students know what’s important 
about recycling. It saves resources. If you’re going to 
manufacture a glass bottle from sand that has to be 
mined from the dunes, or you’re going to manufac
ture a glass bottle from an old bottle, which takes less 
energy? When you produce energy as a pollutant, it 
causes pollution through the burning of fossil fuels.
If you can save on that energy by using recycled ma
terial, you save energy, pollution, and you still have a 
very usable bottle and no one would know the differ

ence. Virtually everything steel that students come in 
contact with is recyclable, whether it be the legs of a 
desk or the car they’re driving. Items such as recycled 
steel provide thousands of jobs.

WPP: So would it be logical to make the leap that re
cycling may help save on fuel costs?
Smith: Well, it makes more fuel available to 
do other things. Recycling efforts are used to 
reduce those needs, which will make a clean
er environment, preserve natural resources and 
create more jobs.

WPP: Do you think our area has increased or de
creased in its recycling efforts?
Smith: Our area is growing, and so we're generating 
more trash. Our recycling is not increasing as fast as 

the trash is growing.

WPP: Currently, there are no recycling 
bins to which dorm students can take 
their materials. Is there a possibility for 
change?
Smith: There have been multiple 
discussions between myself and the 
facility folks. But that would be a 
contract service change between 

NMC and their service provider. 
There was talk of having one behind 

West Hall because of cafeteria activity, 
but to my knowledge, it currently is not 

there. Administrators have shown a willingness 
to discuss other options, but they really need stu
dent support to make any type of change.

WPP: Any suggestions as to how we can make recy
cling a lifestyle?
Smith: Recycling is really pretty easy. Learn what 
materials are recyclable and set out designated bins 
for those materials that you can easily dispose. It 
only really needs to be separated two ways: paper 
needs to be separate from containers. These in
clude glass, plastic, and aluminum.

WPP: How can students get involved in helping 
with the recycling for the NMC BBQ?
Smith: They can either contact me directly or 
Margaret Fox in the business office. We’ll make 
sure that we get them signed up. We’ve had great 
volunteers in the past. The Oleson family is very 
generous and donates the food, and the communi
ty donates the labor. The BBQ has allowed the col
lege to raise funds, allowing us to purchase things 
for the observatory, all types of programming, lots 
of video and computer equipment, and equipment 
for the radio station.
Do your p a rt NMC, and recycle this spring! ■
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Since NMC started reporting 
its fundraising statistics six years 
ago, the college has been ranked 
in the top 20 every year among 
community colleges nationwide.

Kathleen Guy, the director of 
the NMC Foundation, attributes 
NMC’s success to the commu
nity that surrounds it. Because 
it was the community, not the 
state, that founded the college, 
the people have a certain “owner
ship feeling.”

She feels the community’s 
passing of a perpetual millage to 
help fund the college’s operating 
budget is evidence of that.

Since 1981, the foundation

has been the colleges fundrais
ing arm, leading most of NMC’s 
fundraising efforts. Private con
tributions cover only two percent 
of the college’s annual operat
ing budget, but Guy believes the 
foundation’s real strength is its 
ability to organize money-raising 
efforts for specific programs.

“We live in a very philan
thropic community that believes 
in lending support to programs 
that will have a positive impact,” 
she said.

Donating sources vary; pri
vate individual, alumni, corpo
rate sponsors, and foundations 
all contribute.

For example, the Home Build
ers Association has raised and do

nated $58,000 that has been used 
to fund the M-TEC facility, con
struction trades scholarships, and 
consumable supplies.

The NMC Children’s Choir 
has had almost $9,000 raised on 
its behalf to pay for music, uni
forms, and transportation; pri
vate individuals donated over 87 
percent of this sum.

And just recently, DTE En
ergy pledged to fund the water 
studies program -R ip p le -for 
the next five years with a dona
tion of $265,000.

“These are programs that 
would not exist without the 
foundation there to support 
them,” Guy said

But it’s not just programs.

New buildings are often built 
with money from the founda
tion. “New buildings are more 
visible, and people like contrib
uting to something tangible,” 
Guy said.

In the case of the M-TEC and 
Great Lakes Campus campaigns, 
the foundation needed to raise 
funds so that the state would 
match them dollar for dollar.
This meant that citizens who 
had just recently voted to pass a 
$37.4 million property tax bond 
were asked to dig deeper in order 
to meet the college’s needs.

“Typically when you raise 
money from the community, you 
test the idea with people in a po
sition to make a sizable gift or

lead opinion in the communi
ty,” Guy said, but added that the 
foundation always tries to reach 
out to the entire community.

Programs like the Buy-a-Fish 
and Buy-a-Brick campaigns, 
which have raised $148,000 and 
$95,000 respectively, allow com
munity members to take owner
ship of ideas or campaigns that 
they truly believe in, without 
breaking the bank, Guy said.

It’s the community’s trust in 
NMC’s ability to deliver what it 
promises and exceed expectations 
that truly bolsters the fundrais
ing efforts.

“We have worked very hard to 
earn [that trust] here at the col
lege,  Guy said. ■



T u i t i o n  h i k e  o n e  o f  l i f e ’ s  c e r t a i n t i e s

Students returning in the fall may or may not notice themselves 
forking over a bit more for tuition at NMC. There is not likely to be 
much protesting or whining among those that do notice; tuition in
crease, much like death and taxes, is regarded as a reoccurring phe
nomenon. Students are left with few alternatives but to comply and 
go on their way.

Perhaps the shrewdest economizer among us will note an exact in
crease in tuition by 6.5 percent. Rising tuition may be one of life’s 
few certainties, but what makes tuition increase exceed the 2.4 per
cent projected inflation rate? At NMC, higher tuition is the proposed 
remedy for an anticipated deficit of 655,000 for the 2005-06 school 
year - m ostly due to a decline in state aid by 11.4 percent.

Given this situation, slightly higher tuition rates to cover a defi
cit appear to be a logical solution, but let us not forget what it means 
to be a community college: accessible to everyone in the community.

Trustee Jack Stegenga's assumption, shared at a recent Board of Trust
ees meeting, that NMC students fritter away more on cigarettes and 
bottled water than they would on the projected increase is unnerving. 
Subsequent tuition hikes at double (or triple) the inflation rate will 
rob NMC of its accessibility. Believe it or not, there are students with 
children, with multiple jobs, for whom tuition is an issue. Relying 
on increased tuition cannot be the perennial solution for budget defi
cits. Rising tuition prices throughout the state are a public issue that 
shouldn’t be compensated for entirely by students.

We applaud Trustee Ted Mattis for questioning the necessity of a 
6.5 percent increase and sticking up for those students who are spread 
too thin even to afford Evian drinking water and fine smoking tobac
co. ■
WPP EDITORIAL BOARD
TYLER BRIGGS
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“Hello, welcome to Burger King. How may I help you?” This is 
the voice of the “All American Meal," one that helps to stuff millions 
of people with food every day. Why does our culture love fast food so 
much?

People cherish the quick, consistent, and inexpensive meals that are 
just a drive through away. And it’s not just the restaurant franchises. 
Our society thrives on cheap, processed, edible chunks of merchandise. 
Just go to any grocery store and stroll down an aisle. Names flash out 
like billboards trying to grab any vulnerable, hungry customer. Frozen 
dinners and pre-made meals line the walls and try to sneakily slither 
their way into one’s shopping cart. The companies behind this food 
just want to sell a product, while most of the customers merely wish to 
fill their bellies full of a substance that radiates pleasure as it slips past 
their toung and nostrils.

Little thought is given to what exactly it took for that food to ar
rive in one’s mouth, not to mention the composition of the ingredi
ents. How much money did you spend to pay for that meal? How 
much time did it take to make that money? Would you rather chow 
down a snack manufactured by a machine or a feast hand crafted by 
you or someone you know? Is that frozen dinner more satisfying than 
a home cooked meal? Why don’t more people make their own food? 
Much of our world has arrived at the notion that buying food is sim
ply more efficient and easier than cooking. Our lifestyles seemingly 
flourish on efficiencies, and eating is only one small aspect of the larger

picture. Gyms are packed with people on treadmills while leaving the 
open countryside bare. Trendy “fast” dieting tends to be more attrac
tive than consciously taking into consideration what one consumes. 
Most of a city’s public drive everywhere instead of taking the time to 
bike and walk. Videogames have become more and more popular as 
physical activity and board games dwindle. It seems so much easier to 
e-mail a friend than to spend an half hour and write a letter. People 
find it so much simpler to flip on the television for entertainment in
stead of taking the time to read a captivating story from the pages of a 
book. What does this never-ending list boil down to?

We live in a lazy world that cherishes instantaneous pleasures with
out a thought of long term fulfillment. Many people shy away from 
the direction of time consuming gratification; few seem to notice that 
the greatest contentment is derived from the hardest work and dedica
tion. Much of our current culture revolves around the one big empty 
calorie of efficiency.

So the next time you consider stopping at Burger King for dinner 
on the way home from work, consider saving that money and going 
home to make your own food instead. Because, after all, there is noth
ing like a home cooked meal.

This piece can be heard in the enhanced radio format at www.radio- 
anyway.org. ■

- JAMES SCHABERG
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He’s pretty easy to pick out in a crowded hallway. The 
beard is a dead giveaway. In some ways its his signature. 
Jim Crockett is from the old school, and that makes him 
an invaluable resource to the students at NMC.

Crockett is a Spanish and English comp teacher at 
N M C, but he's been a musician his entire life. Like all 
good teachers, the path to the classroom desk took him 
down all the walks of life, and all along the way, “music 
has been the backdrop.”

I stumbled across an LP of his while flipping through 
some old records in a basement belonging to m y girl- 
friend’s aunt. The name Crockett ju mped out at me. He 
was the guy that helped me out with a photo assignment 
last year. I knew he played music, but had no idea the im
portance it played in his past.

I listened to the album, which was recorded here in 
Traverse C ity in 1983, and called him for an interview. I 
wanted to know more of this story, and felt that the stu
dents at N M C might like a sense of where their instructor 
comes from.

W PP: What motivated you to p u t out this album? Have you  
always been into music?
Crockett: Well, you’ve got no choice about music. If 
you’re a musician, you just do it. You have bad times, you 
have good times, you take breaks from it, you come back 
to because you have no choice - i t’s what you are.

W PP: How long was the Crockett- 
Newsome band together?
Crockett: David Newsome and 
I were together for about 12 
years. W hen you’re doing 
music, you’re married. It’s 
either the best or the worst 
of things. There’s nothing 
like singing harmony with some
body and doing it well. That is the most fiin of all.

W PP: What is the new  CD all about, what are you  
hoping to accomplish?
Crockett: Well, it’s called “Heart Sandwiches” 
and there are 16 original pieces, one of which is a 
spoken piece in the middle— “Submission Song.”
It’s a poem with Chris Campbell playing cello, 
which was very cool. He’s a very accomplished 
musician. There are a lot of different people on 
there. Mostly me and New Third Coast. If it’s any
thing, it’s under produced. I really wanted to keep 
it simple, which we did. Were gonna release i t . .. 
well, I’m not sure when exactly. I’m going up north 
to sell it in Petoskey on the 16th. I’ll probably make 
it available on campus the week after that because 
I want people around here to have it before school 
gets out.

W PP: Beyond recording music, you  m entioned the other day 
that y o u ’ve done a whole bunch o f  things?
Crockett: Well everything’s too interesting for me. If you 
want to learn something, my take on that is just go learn 
it, just do it. It’s the way I’ve tried to live. Music has al
ways been the backdrop for it though. W hen I was teach

ing high school in the 60s, I was playing 
music. I played my first bar when I was fif
teen years old. I’m 62 now.

W P P : H ave y o u  a lw a y s  l i v e d  in  
N or th ern  M ich ig a n ?
Crockett: I was born and raised in Kalama
zoo. I started playing down there. I had an 
acapella singing group in 4th grade. I was 
writing songs for them. Music has always 
been the backdrop.

W P P : Has you  always 
playedfolk music? 

Crockett: People 
always ask me, 
 "W hat kind 
of Music do you 

play?” I guess you 
have to call it folk 

music, it’s been influ
enced by so much. Bill 

Monroe had a huge influence on me - B lue- 
grass music. Some of the first music I re
member listening to on m y grandfather’s 
lap was bluegrass. I’ve played a lot of blue- 
grass. W hen I first moved here in 1970, I 
had a bluegrass band called Hardwood. We 
were playing at the J&G Lanes on Wood- 

mere, and we pretty much brought live 
- bluegrass music to Traverse City. We 

were packing that place to the tune of 
insanity every night. It was so nuts 
in there; people were going to the 
bathroom

Crockett: I got into it because I wanted to kind of be 
Zorro. I was taken with that cowboy movie thing. 

It ju st somehow grabbed a hold of me. As soon 
as I was able to take Spanish in school in 7th 
grade, I did. I loved it and did very well in it. 
That’s how I got started. I went through the 
accelerated program at Michigan State.

under the tables 
because you couldn’t get up to go. If 

the fire marshal had ever come in there he would have 
cleared it out big-time. I was really something.

W PP: Now y o u ’re a Spanish teacher here at NMC? 
Crockett: Spanish and English comp. I teach English 111 
& 112.

W PP: D id you  learn Spanish when you  were young? How 
d id  you  pick it up?

W P P: What do you think about the language 
skills o f  you r students? 

r Crockett: You have to have a propensity to 
learn and do well in languages. This year has 

just been an incredible year for the quality of stu
dents I have. I can’t wait to get to class. It’s just un

believable. The work ethic, the ability, really incredible 
students. I just love that part of it. I try to walk into class 
every time with as much energy as I can bring into that 
room. That’s m y job right there.

W PP: Have you  ever thought about teaching music? 
CrackBtti Well I’ve taught guitar. Just private lessons. I 
don’t really like to teach music because it’s too imperson
al. For me, it’s how I deal with my own stuff. It’s what it’s 
always been. That new CD is called Heart Sandwiches. 
That’s what it’s about, dealing with all the crap life dishes 
out to you. ■
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