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When Dr. Mark Howell's English 267 class 
began this semester, half the students 

were sitting in the wrong building.
“I had half of my class in Scholar’s Hall 

while I was over in Osterlin,” Howell said.
“One of the students came over and told me 
that the original room was empty, so we went 
back to Scholar’s Hall.”

Howell said a clerical error was the cause of 
the confusion, which is just one of those typical 
situations that arise during the first few weeks 
of a semester. Across campus, some staff and 
students found themselves in a variety of chaot
ic situations commonplace during the summer 
to fall transition.

At one point in Howell’s class, a student 
raced out to move his illegally parked car as a 
tow truck showed up.

To help ease the pain of the first week, 
campus security tries not to penalize illegally

Patrick Gillespie waits patiently in 
line a t  the NMC bookstore.

parked students, said Cathy Anthofer, coordi
nator of security and safety.

“The only times we tow students’ cars the 
first two weeks of school is if they are blocking 
the entrance to a lot or in the way of where a 
safety vehicle must park,” Anthofer said.

18 cars were towed in the first two days, 
most because they were parked in front of a fire 
hydrant at Scholar’s Hall. But because park
ing permits were not yet in effect, NMC only 
towed cars over to Central High School.

In West Hall, Kyle Kobylski missed his first 
day of Introduction to Sociology while waiting 
in line at the bookstore.

“I was in that line for like an hour,” said 
Kobylski, a sophomore. He isn’t blaming the 
bookstore, though.

“I have to wonder how much of this is peo
ple’s own fault,” he said. “I know the bookstore 
has been open for a long time and people knew 
their schedules before this.”

The bookstore is open year-round, and only
— continued on page 7—
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Ashley Hansen can’t wait 
for the Epicurean Classic 

to begin.
“I’m excited like crazy,” she 

said. “This is going to be fun.”
A second-year culinary arts

Mario Batali

major, Hansen’s excitement is 
shared by the host of students at 
the Great Lakes Culinary Insti
tute who eagerly await the arrival 
of the second annual Traverse 
Epicurean Classic, taking place at 
the institute Sept. 15 -  17.

The event brings top chefs 
from all over the country to the 
Culinary Institute for several days 
of workshops, demonstrations, 
tastings and dinners.

Excitement over the event is 
no surprise to Fred Laughlin, di
rector of the culinary institute.

“It’s an extremely huge oppor
tunity for them to work alongside 
the country’s top chefs,” Laughlin 
said, “and to see their philosophy 
on food.”

Student chefs can attend any 
of the classes for free and many

— continued on page 6— -  continued on page 7—
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NMC Extended Ed. will be offering a two-part 
class on the film “What The #$*! Do We (K)now?” 
on Sept. 27 and Oct. 4. The film explores the subtle 
relationship between science, psychology, philoso
phy, spirituality and how it all relates to that big 
thing we call reality.

Philosophy instructor Jim Valovick will lead a 
panel discussion that will explore issues raised by the 
film. The White Pine Press asked Valovick to offer 
his insights on this popular, perplexing film.

WPP: Who will be participating in the forum?
Valovick: The first meeting is basically to watch the 
film. Greg LaCross will discuss quantum mechan
ics, Fran Perkett and Father Gerard Bechard (from 
Detroit) will discuss the religious questions raised 
in the film. I will discuss the philosophical dimen
sions of it.

WPP: What makes “What the Bleep" a “quan
tum fable?”
Valovick: That sounds like their promotional term.
It is a fictional story used to illustrate some intrigu
ing aspects of the mind-body connection.

WPP: This film seems to have two critics, those 
who really enjoy its message and those who despise 
it. What is it about the film that stirs up such 
controversy?
Valovick: I haven’t met anyone who despises the 
ideas the film suggests, so I can’t respond very well 
to the question. It might have something to do 
with it being “new age.” It has the feel of some
thing Eastern or mystical that gives the gut feel
ing of running, contrary to conventional Western

thinking. Some critics also dispute its science as 
being pseudo-science.

WPP: Dr. Joe Dispenza, a biochemist and chiro
practor, said in the film, "I wake up in the morn
ing and I  consciously create my day the way I  
want it to happen. " Is this something more than 
positive thinking? Can I  improve my GPA using 
quantum physics?
Valovick: Sure -  the power of positive think
ing. Today we tend to use the word “attitude.” It’s 
not something more than positive thinking -  it’s 
considering that the power of it is greater than we 
might have earlier suspected.

WPP: What does the film say, in your mind, 
about our “reactions” or addictions to our envi
ronment and to those around us?
Valovick: The film does offer some interesting in
sight into addictions. It says, I think, that we “hard
wire” our brains, which are way more connected to 
our feelings than we have traditionally thought, by 
the way we think about something. Addictions and 
habits are quite similar. I did find that insight in 
the film very interesting.

WPP: What do you hope NMC students will take 
away from this class?
Valovick: I hope they are fascinated with the pos
sibilities within quantum mechanics and with the 
mind-body problem issues raised in the film. Hav
ing a fascination and a desire to know more about the 
issues in the film will be a good outcome to expect 
from the sessions. I hope participants think it is fun 
to think about things in these new ways.

H u r r i c a n e  K a t r i n a :  h o w  t o  h e l p

NMC students and staff are being encour
aged to contribute to disaster relief in the wake of 
Hurricane Katrina.

Synergy, the campus leadership group, has set 
up a dedicated phone line that will provide in
formation on how to contribute, the various re

lief efforts underway and on upcoming activities. 
The phone number is 231-995-2874 and the line 
will be staffed during business hours with voice
mail in the evenings. Sites on campus for mon
etary contributions will be set up as well.
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This month students at NMC will have an op
portunity to expand their knowledge of U.S. rela
tions with Russia. The first part of a series entitled 
“How Big is Your World” will be held at Milliken 
Auditorium in the Dennos Museum Center on Sep
tember 15. It will feature Former Ambassador to 
the Soviet Union Jack Matlock, who served as such 
under both the Reagan and Bush administrations. 
The title of Ambassador Matlock’s lecture will be 
“U.S. Russian Relations: Is Russia a Threat, Partner, 
or Irrelevant?”

Jack Matlock is a career diplomat who was first 
appointed by President Reagan and then retained 
by President George Bush Sr. He advised President 
Reagan on Russian affairs and prepared him for his 
summits with Mikhail Gorbachev. In June of 1991, 
he warned Gorbachev of an impending coup, but 
his warning was not heeded. Matlock left Moscow 
just before the coup that led to the ouster of Gor

bachev and the arrival of President Yeltsin and the 
Russian Federation. More recently, Mr. Matlock 
was part of a group of diplomats and military com
manders who publicly condemned the foreign poli
cy decisions of President George W. Bush.

The International Affairs Forum, which is spon
soring the series, prides itself on bringing speakers 
to the Grand Traverse area who broaden our un
derstanding of current events as they relate to US 
policy abroad.

A 5:15pm reception in the Sculpture Court 
of the Dennos Museum Center will precede the 
6:00 lecture.

Current students and educators will be admitted 
free of charge. Individual tickets are $10 per person 
in advance and at the door as available.

Membership to the International Affairs Forum, 
which includes 14 tickets to the lectures, is also 
available for $125 to $300.

For more information, call the NMC Extended 
Educational Services office at 995-1700.

C o l l e a g u e s  r e m e m b e r  

f a c u l t y  m e m b e r ,  f r i e n d

W a l t  H o l l a n d  c o n s i d e r e d  a n  " a l l - t i m e  g r e a t "

On Sunday, Aug. 28, NMC lost retired Social 
Sciences faculty member Walt Holland. He was 80. 
Holland retired from NMC in 1987 and was instru
mental in the creation of the NMC Service Learn
ing Program. His family has planned a reception at 
the Dennos Museum on Sept. 18. Memorial con
tributions can be made in his name to the NMC 
Foundation, c/o Walter Holland Scholarship Fund.

Walt Holland, as he is remembered by col
leagues:

“Walt was one of the all-time greats in the fac
ulty ranks. It was impossible for him to have an 
enemy. He was loved by every student who took his 
classes."- Steve Drake, science and math instructor

"I had just visited with him while he was in town 
in August and he couldn’t have been more full of 
life, energy and humor. He loved NMC and his 
teaching career, and I know he was a positive influ
ence in many students’ lives."- Dr. Kathleen Guy, di
rector NMC Foundation and College Relations

"I will also miss Walt. I knew him and (his wife) 
Fran through the synagogue where they were active 
members all their years in Traverse City. We have 
kept in touch over the years and he would always 
ask about my family and members of the congrega
tion. One of the kindest people I ever met, he will 
me missed."- Terry Tarnow, supervisor Dennos Mu
seum store

o f  T r u s t e e s  m e tB o a r d

FROM STAFF REPORTS
The controversial “Trustee’s Code” policy was with

drawn from further consideration at the Aug. 22 meeting 
of the Board ofTrustees in the Oleson Center:

The board presented the policy in April, which in
cluded language that demanded trustees pledge loyalty to 
the board “by insisting that the chairperson alone speak 
for the board when it’s not in session,” "....supporting but 
not undercutting or second-guessing the president,” and 

. .supporting all board decisions, even those I did not 
initially favor.”

A replacement policy, A-102.00 “Board ofTrustees 
Governing Style,” was agreed to be reviewed. The board 
is expected to vote on the new policy at the next meeting 
Sept. 26.

The board heard public comment from Wendy Ma
cIntyre who suggested NMC lobby for funding from the 
Traverse Area District Library to relocate the law library 
from its current home in the courthouse to the Oster- 
lin Library. James Schmidt, a legally blind man was es
corted from the room after becoming agitated over being 
“jerked around” by NMC registration and financial aid 
procedures.

Dean of Student Services Chuck Shreve and technical 
staff Laura Carmickle were honored for their work on the 
digital dashboard enrollment management system. The 
system was then demonstrated to the board by Carmickle 
who projected a flat 2 percent increase in enrollment and 
student population on the spot based on input data.

In action items, the board endorsed the schematic de-
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sign of the planned Oleson Center renovation. The plans 
include a new kitchen/craft room for Extended Education 
classes. HVAC systems replacement, technology upgrades 
for conferenc rooms, the adding of a general-purpose 
classroom and renovation of the lobby. The $1.3 million 
project is being funded through a 1:1 state matching grant 
and $650,000 from the NMC building and site fund. 
Construction is expected to begin this winter pending 
state review of construction documents. They authorized 
to extend the aviation maintenance contract with North
west Aviation Specialties Inc. for a one-year period, at a 
cost not to exceed $298,200.

Finally, they authorized to extend the Banner Financial 
Software Service Agreement with SunGard SCT for a six- 
year period with an annual increase cap of 6 percent.



F i l m  F e s t i v a l  s h o u l d  c o m e  t o  M i l l i k e n  n e x t  y e a r

The Traverse City Film Festival was a wild success. From across 
the state and beyond, people flocked here to view some terrific mov
ies. Venues were packed, local business flourished, and no one had to 
dodge oversized Pepsi bottle balloons. It was a beautiful thing to see 
Traverse City come together and make it possible.

Most beautiful, perhaps, was how the community united. Interlo- 
chen managed tickets. Volunteers helped restore the State Theatre and 
work the screenings. Businesses pitched in.

So where was NMC amid all this?
NMC was missing, which didn’t make sense. Itself a hub of art and 

culture, why wouldn’t the college jump at the opportunity to be part
of the Film Festival?

Truth be told, NMC 
did volunteer itself. Gene 
Jenneman, director of the 
Dennos Museum, met 
with Michael Moore, and 
NMC instructor Mark 
Howell wrote a formal 
statement to the festi
val board outlining what 
NMC could offer in addi

tion to the Milliken Auditorium.
Despite their efforts, the Film Festival board opted to limit the 

event to downtown.
But next year the City Opera House will not be available. Replace

ment venues are being discussed and we think Milliken would be a 
perfect choice.

Milliken was handicapped this summer by insufficient technology, 
a primary reason for its elimination as a venue. This has been rem
edied. Milliken is now equipped with a new video projector, which 
Jenneman said can provide "high-quality digital projection.”

NMC has even more to offer the festival. As Dr. Howell outlined, 
he and two other film-savvy faculty members - he is currently teach- 
ing a Film as Literature course -  are willing to volunteer their services 
in any way possible. Scholars Hall would be a great asset for lectures, 
workshops and screenings.

NMC would be doing itself a favor by getting involved. It would 
encourage students to attend the festival, resulting in a more culturally 
astute student body. Also, involvement with such an event is its own 
reward. We eagerly await next year’s festival and hope the administra
tion successfully lobbies to be in the mix.

BEN WETHERBEE
WPP EDITORIAL BOARD

T o  t h e  N M C  c o m m u n i t y
Hurricane Katrina will most likely go down as one of the nation’s 
worst natural disasters of our time. I was in shock and disbelief when 
I saw the images and heard the reports of the devastating damage 
and human tragedy in Louisiana and Mississippi. My thoughts and 
prayers are with all those who’ve been directly impacted by this cata
strophic event, and, as do so many Americans, I want to help.

During an interview yesterday on Good Morning America, Presi
dent Bush said the best thing we can do to help our fellow Americans 
is to donate money to organizations that will support those in need 
in that region. So, that’s what Nancy and I did, and I encourage all 
of you to join us in this effort. We have contributed to the American 
Red Cross, which has been charged by the federal government to sup
port those in need during this emergency. For 
those who have already contributed, thank you.
Your support will be greatly appreciated by the 
many people in need. For those who haven’t had 
a chance to donate yet, a donation can be made 
through their national chapter website at www. 
redcross.org or through the local chapter by call
ing 947-7286. It doesn’t matter how much you 
can contribute, but I believe it’s important that we 
all do something.

Unfortunately, the effects of Hurricane Ka- 
trina will not be limited to those in the Gulf 
region. Everybody in this country will be im
pacted by this storm’s devastation. We’ve already 
seen what it has done to our local gas prices, and 
it doesn’t look like those will go down any time 
soon. As such, I am also concerned how this will 
impact the college.

I met with the President’s Council to deter
mine what impact this might have on the college 
and what we can do to prepare for that impact.
Obviously, fuel costs and its availability are our

first concern. With winter approaching, we need to prepare for the 
high costs of fuel and for possible fuel shortages that could impact our 
operations and some of our programs. To start, we need to find ways 
to conserve our energy resources, such as reducing light use and lower
ing thermostat settings a few degrees. Once we determine the meth
ods we will use to save energy, we will pass those plans to you.

No doubt, this disaster will impact us in other ways as well. We 
will do what we can to make sure that the impact is as minimal as pos
sible to our students, our staff, our partners and our programs. I will 
continue to update you as new information or decisions are available.

Thank you for your time and for your support during this challenge.

TIM NELSON
NMC PRESIDENT
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While driving down Front St. the other day, I 
passed a car with a sign taped in the window. It 
read: "40-60mph, Sorry Saudis.”

Apparently, I'm not alone in my shock at the 
price of fuel. A gallon of gas is now on par with 
quality ice cream and organic produce. With no 
relief in sight, I wonder how this is affecting com
muters, and specifically students who drive long 
distances to and from NMC.

When I filled my tank 
last week on the way 
home, the cost of a gallon 
of gas had reached $2.82 
(it has since peaked at 
$3.55 and now sits idling 
at $2.99). I drive a rea
sonably fuel-efficient 
1998 Buick Regal that 
averages about 20 miles 
per gallon. Divide $2.82 
by 20 and I’m paying 
approximately $0.14 per 
mile. Multiply by 22 miles (my round-trip journey) 
and I’m averaging $3.15 per trip to school.

I’m a part-time student and only make the trip 
to NMC twice a week (we’re up to $6.29/week) 
and there are 15 weeks in a semester ($94.41/se
mester). Not bad, although one year ago gas was a 
dollar cheaper per gallon. You do the math.

What about a student from Bear Lake? That’s 49 
miles from NMC’s main campus (98 miles round- 
trip). We’ll assume this hypothetical student goes 
part-time (though I know full-timers who make the 
drive daily) and makes the drive to Traverse City 
twice a week in a similar car. That student’s cost

per trip is $14. Their cost per week averages $28, 
and after a semester they have spent $420 just driv
ing. A full-time student would average over $1,035 
a semester. That’s almost enough for a down pay
ment on a hybrid vehicle.

This kind of conservation-minded thinking 
echoes that of the gas-shortages of the 1970s when 
the 55mph speed limit was set, a standard that 
has found renewed support if the driver with the 
“Sorry Saudis” sign has like-minded friends. Al
though regulating your speed will help curb your 

auto’s appetite for petrol, 
it may serve you better to 
seek out other commuters 
and establish a carpool.

On the bright side, 
rising fuel prices have al
ready had some positive 
consequences, though 
these may be difficult 
to see for those students 
driving from Bear Lake, 
Northport, Kalkaska, 

Frankfort, Elk Rapids, or Glen Arbor. More people 
are trading in gas-guzzlers for fuel-efficient vehicles, 
which is a major plus for the environment. And for 
those who decide to bike or walk, there’s a definite 
health benefit.

Following Hurricane Katrina and the destruc
tion of oil refineries in the Gulf, the price of gas 
just made another surge. Due to the severity of 
the hurricane, it’s unlikely prices will fall below 
the $2.80 mark. The irony is that the automobile, 
which once gave Americans (and students, especial
ly) a feeling of independence, is now at the root of 
what brings us together, even if for nothing more 
than a ride to school.



C a m p u s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

p r o g r e s s i n g

Here’s the latest on improvements to the NMC world. Some of 
these are still in the design phase, so keep this in mind as you navigate 
around campus this semester. We suggest that if you see work being 
done in these areas, please be careful and courteous. And thanks to all 
who keep NMC looking great and working smoothly!

• Installing door between the Zonta Library and University Center 

Welcome desk.

• Installing bicycle rack at Great Lakes Campus.

• Repairing the University Center sanitary lift station.

• Repairing the West Hall steam heat system.

• Repairing the Power House steam heat system.

• Replacing the VAV box to control air ventilation in Biederman.

• Improving the storm sewer catch basin of Cedar and 

Tamarack parking lots.

• Replacing the water main outside West Hall.

• Replacing the steam vault north of Fine Arts (you've probably 

seen the steam coming out of the pipes sticking out of the ground).

• Repairs to the steam tunnel between Tanis and the 

Osterlin Building.

• Renovating the Oleson Center.

• Replacing the carpet in Tanis building.

will be paired up with the guest chefs for dem
onstrations.

Hansen will be assisting Chef Craig Lewkowitz 
from the Grand Traverse Resort as he prepares five 
courses of chocolate desserts.

“Just being involved and telling 
people I get to work the Epicurean 
Classic is nice to say,” she said.

Eagerly awaited are classes taught 
by Iron Chef and Food Network 
personality Mario Batali, whose 
workshops are available to anyone 
through a special $300 package.

Hansen said that she is a big 
Batali fan and tried to sign up to 
be his assistant.

“Everyone is excited,” she said. “The first day we 
had sign-ups he needed four people, but by the time
I got to the book those were filled up.”

Epicurean Alliance member and event coordina
tor Matt Sutherland feels the possibilities for stu
dent chefs to make connections through the event 
are a major part of the event s benefit.

“They will have access to all of the chefs,” he 
said. "There’s nothing to stop them from going up 
to one of the chefs and inquiring about internship 
possibilities. I hope these students take the bull by 
the horns’ as they say, and do just that.”

Laughlin feels a benefit of the event is seeing the 
Institute’s teachings on fresh produce mirrored by * 
the attending chefs.

“These chefs will be singing the same song,” he 
said. “The top people coming here are into fresh 
and local.”

First-year students have quite a whirlwind in 
store for them, Laughlin said.

“It’s such a big event, it’s kind of 
a blur for them,” he said. “It’s really 
hitting the ground running -  they 
just get here and we’ve got this huge 
event.”

The Epicurean Alliance, a founda
tion whose function is to benefit the 
Culinary Institute, would like to see 
the event become a regional draw in 
future years, building on the success of 
last year’s inaugural.

“We’ve greatly expanded,” said Sutherland.
More classes, more chefs, more receptions.”

A wine tasting tent has been added that will fea
ture products from top wine brokers around the 
United States.

Sutherland said the Classic would like to incor
porate more local restaurants and expertise.

“We’d like to expand on the word ‘epicurean,'" 
Sutherland said. “Not just be food and wine relat- 
ed.” Grilling classes and cigar dinners are being of
fered this year, and Short’s Brewery owner Joe Short 
is conducting a workshop on micro-brewing.

Those interested in signing up for classes should 
call 231-932-0475, or visit www.epicureanclassic. 
com for more information.

c<

http://www.epicureanclassic
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S u s p e n s e

A free fall film series at NMC will showcase the work of the late
film director Alfred Hitchcock.

This giant of 20th century American cinema is best known as a 
master of the thriller, a genre he is widely acknowledged to have pio- 

 neered, if not invented. A superb technician, in his films Hitchcock 
blended sex, violence and humor to explore how ordinary people deal 
with the extraordinary, the horrific, the absurd. The results are true 
film classics.

Screenings will be at the Milliken Auditorium in the Dennos Muse
um Center on NMC's main campus and will run periodically through 
December. A short introductory lecture by an NMC faculty member 
will precede each film. All films will begin at 7 p.m. and are free to the 
public.

Thursday, September 8 
Thursday, September 22 
Thursday, September 29 
Thursday, October 6 
Thursday, October 13

Thursday, November 10 
Thursday, December 1 
Thursday, December 8

North by Northwest (1959) 
Strangers on a Train (1951)
Rear Window (1954)
To Catch a Thief (1955)
The Man Who Knew Too Much 
(1956)
Vertigo (1958)
Psycho (1960)
The Birds (1963)

For more information, call the NMC Osterlin Library at (231) 
995-1540.





MIKHAIL SHILKEY
PRESS STAFF WRITER

Every other Tuesday night, Chris Miner 
tromps down the steps into an empty West 
Hall basement.

Rounding the corner, he walks along 
the glass wall that 
leads into the re
cesses of 90.7 
WNMC-FM, the 
community pub
lic radio station 
transmitting live 
from Northwestern 
Michigan College’s 
main campus.

Miner, 25, takes 
the headphones
from the preceding DJ, thus beginning the 
Tuesday late-show.

"I like to play some Detroit under
ground because it’s silly and good for ex
posure,” he said. "The show is really a 
medium for indie rock.”

Miner started at W NMC last November 
and has held the Tuesday night 11 p.m. to
2 a.m. slot.

He said that the first few tracks of his

show are usually planned, but he ends up 
p laying a lot of variety by the end of 
the night.

“I think it’s great for the community to tap 
into the growing music underground,” Miner 
said. “What I look forward to the most is 

people calling in.” 
WNMC plays 

primarily jazz dur
ing the day, but the 
late night DJs have

more control over 
the way they con
duct their show.

“I sometimes do 
the show with my 
shoes off, because it’s more comfortable,” 
said Adam Young, who goes by the on-air 
persona TOAST (Total Organized Armaged
don Starts Today). “My goal is to treat it like 
a rock and roll history class, (playing the
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bands who) influence modern day artists.” 
Young started at WNMC this August 

and shares the 9 -1 1  p.m. slot.
"I love stuff from the early eight

ies,” he said. “I want to expose people 
to non -  mainstream classic rock and 
original artists.”

Both DJs said they enjoy playing 
tunes not found on contemporary radio 
and Miner wishes people were more 
aware of the freedom that the late night 

DJs possess.
“Late night DJs 

rule the airwaves 
because that’s when 
people are up,” 
Miner said. “You’re 
kind of a measure 
of the city’s input.” 

Young echoed 
those sentiments, 

“We ru le the 
late n igh t airwaves 

w ith the power of Thor’s ham m er,” 
he said . “W hile s lipp in g  on a banana 
peel in  the m idst of a Scooby-Doo 
cartoon, a ll w hile r id ing  in  the M ys
te ry  M ach ine.”1 DESIGN/TRINA SECORD

Listeners can inter
act with the D J ’s at 
WNMC through a revi
talized website dubbed  
“The Exchange, ” at 
www.wnmc.org.
DJs post play lists 
and listeners can give 
feedback through the 
abundant blogs. Inde
pendent artists are 
showcased through 
numerous articles that 
are linked directly off 
o f the homepage.
A program  schedule is 
provided to help the 
listeners know what 
airs during the week. 
There are details about 
becoming a volunteer, 
how to support the 
station, information  
about the underwriters 
and a powerful search 
engine. Eric Hines, 
general m anager o f 
WNMC, posts resource 
inform ation on the 
website including  
"Improving your FM 
Reception” and "Public 
Radio’s Private Guru.’’

http://www.wnmc.org

