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S tu d e n ts m a k e c u t o n f i r s t -e v e r A m e ric a n te a m
GARRET ELLISON
PRESS EDITOR
When a broken arm four years ago
dashed Jake Augustat's hopes of gridiron
glory, the cross-country coach took him
aside with some advice: try running.
Fast forward to 2005. Augustat is a 16year-old, dual-enrolled senior at Cadil
lac High School. He’ll be among the four
NMC students and 10 other members from
around the state on the first American team
to ever compete in the Biwako Ekiden, a
100-kilometer marathon relay race held an
nually in the Shiga province of Japan.
“This is the first American team,” said
Taka Mochizuki, the visiting officer in
Lansing from the Shiga government. “We
wanted to invite runners from Michigan
because Michigan is a sister state to Shiga.”
The team is made of students and resi
dents from across the state, some from
high schools, some from public universi
ties and colleges.

“We have some people from Lansing,
Kalamazoo, Ann Arbor - a ll over the state”
Mochizuki said.
The NMC contingent consists of Augus
tat, Andy Rinek, D.J. Scruggs, and Joe Cin
tron. A mass email seeking applicants was
sent out by the NMC president’s office.
The only stipulation on the application
was that candidates must be able to run a
10-kilometer race in under 45 minutes.
“It's definitely going to be an experi
ence,” Augustat said. “It’ll be a shock at
first, I’m sure, but I’ll enjoy running in a
competition of that level.”
The students depart for Japan on Nov.
17. The race is part of the sister-state pro
gram set up by the governors office in 1968
between Michigan and Shiga. Traverse
City’s sister city is Tsuchiyama, in Shiga.
For the last 10 years, Pam and Mike Bai
PRESSPHOTO/DESELLSELL
ley, of Traverse City, have been the stewards Four NMC students are competing on the first American team ever invited to the
of the sister city program in town. This
Biwako Ekiden, an annual relay marathon held in Shiga, Japan, Michigan’s sister state.
—continued on page 7— From left: Andy Rinek, Joe Cintron and D.J. Scruggs. Not pictured: Jake Augustat.
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TIM KOENIG
PRESS STAFF WRITER
Last week NMC welcomed new Director of Student Health Ser
vices Karen Wagner.
"I’m very excited to be a part of this community,” she said, “to
become acquainted with this college, and to help bring exposure
and raise awareness about what’s available to students through
health services.”
Wagner, who holds a master’s in nurs
ing from Marquette University, plans to
continue the department's focus on over
all good health and preventative care. “A
large part of our job is to educate people
about proper health. Our goal is not only
to provide care to the sick or injured, but
also to keep people healthy in the first
place.”
Students enrolled in six or more
Karen Wagner, MSN hours pay a “health service fee” as part
of their tuition costs. This fee grants students access to the depart
ment’s many services, including visits with either an on-duty regis
tered nurse or physician - without the “office visit” charge required
by most walk-in clinics.
Wagner is a certified pediatric nurse practitioner and has spent
the last five years working at the Kid’s Creek Children’s Clinic in
Traverse City. Because many students are making the choices that
will last a lifetime, she feels “It is important for us to continually ad
dress the wants and needs of the students concerning their personal
health issues.”
The clinic also offers pregnancy tests and diagnosis and treatment
of common illnesses free of charge. Students wanting to have a gy
necological exam, STD screening or immunization do have to pay a
minimal fee.
Student Health Services is located in the Biederman building,
room 106. A registered nurse is on-duty at their office Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Though no appointment is
needed to talk with a registered nurse, they ask that students make
an appointment to be seen by a physician. Physician hours are on
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.
A full listing of the department's services can be found at their
website: www.nmc.edu/healthservices.
S G A o f f i c e r s e l e c t e d
Four positions were filled on the Student Government Associa
tion at the Oct. 6 meeting. Nikki Osborne was elected as president,
Caroline Moss as vice president, Jason Denham as treasurer and
Christopher Burgess as secretary.
Any student is eligible to be a part of the SGA. They must have
their name placed on the ballot by nomination from an academic
division chair. Open chair positions require a petition with 50 signa
tures. Votes are conducted by secret ballot.
W

h a t ’s u p w i t h J u d y G o r m a n ?
World famous singer, songwriter and guitarist Judy Gorman will
be coming to NMC again this year on November 6 to speak out on
womens rights and other feminist issues. A star of the campus-lecture circuit, Gorman has taken her message about the multicultural
interconnections between women and music to ten countries and 48
of the 50 states.
Gorman’s visit will include a day of lecturing, and singing here
at NMC, followed by a trip to the Women’s Resource Center on S.
Garfield, where she will reach out to women of the Grand Traverse
area. Gorman will end her day with a concert in the lower level of
West Hall at 6 p.m. where all NMC students are invited to attend
and sing along

GARRET ELLISON
PRESS EDITOR
Thad Koza has built his second career in the
wind and rigging of American sailing lore. A
Rhode Islander, Koza has been photographing,
writing about and sailing aboard the majestic ves
sels for over 20 years.
His work has graced the pages of the New York
Times and The Boston Globe. The author of nu
merous essays and articles, his book “Tall Ships: The
Fleet for the 21st Century,” is in it’s 3rd edition.
His Nov. 1 seminar at the Water Studies Institute
will feature the Summer 2006 Tall Ships Challenge,
which includes races, educational tours and demon
strations of these graceful giants of the water.
The White Pine Press caught up with Koza
for the inside scoop about his seminar and life
on the sea.
WPP: Could you tell us exactly what a "Tall
Ship" is?
KOZA: When we talk about tall ships, like -the ones
that will visit the Great Lakes in 2006, we are re
ally talking about traditionally rigged sailing ships,
mostly multi-masted.
WPP: How did you get involved in this area?
KOZA: I came back to New England in the mid70s, and started looking at things to do other than
the academic life. Tall ships were coming to New
port and New York for the bicentennial and I be
came involved with a committee that welcomed
the Polish tall ship, Dar
Pamorza, to the U.S. I had
always liked the large sail
ing ships that made regular
visits to Narragansett Bay,
R.I., but the tall ships
fleet grabbed my ener
gy and imagination, and
began a career-changing
experience.
WPP: What’s it like
while you're on the water?
KOZA: In most conditions, it is exhilarating to be
on board and to feel the ship respond to the wind
and the water. It is always an adventure, and this
September, I sailed on the Russian ship, Mir, in
a race over the Bay of Biscay to Santander Spain.
Some vessels suffered severe damage. The Pride of
Baltimore II lost her bowsprit and two masts in the
conditions. The Mir, on the other hand, respond
ed like a champion and we sailed for 8 hours one
night, at speeds exceeding 17 knots. That’s 17 knots
for a 360-foot, steel-hulled, full-rigged ship. Now,
that was exhilarating!

WPP: What sorts of things might a layman dis
cover a t your seminar?
KOZA: At my slide-show/lecture you will learn
about tall ships and the fleet coming to the Great
Lakes this summer. I show four to five slides on
each vessel in the fleet, give “scantlings” (dimen
sions) and usually an anecdote or narrative. You
will also learn how to participate in the events, and
how to sail on board a tall ship, either in North
America or Europe.
WPP: What's it like seeingyour work being na
tionally recognized in papers like the New York
Times?Do you still get excited seeingyour name in
print or on televisioni
KOZA: Well, seeing one’s work in something like
the New York Times or a magazine is probably more
anti-climatic than exciting. It’s usually been worked
out ahead of time with an editor. It gets a bit more
interesting when I recognize one of my photographs
without credit, being published without authoriza
tion. That has been interesting — and frustrating.
I’ve had some photographs of tall ships made
into postal stamps, most recently one of the Boun
ty for the Pitcairn Islands. The Bounty will be
coming to the Tall Ships Challenge 2006, and is an
interesting vessel that finally has found a home and
some support. To have a shot of her that is now a
stamp riding on envelopes somewhere in the world
is exciting.
WPP: Any ports abroad that you particularly
recommend?
KOZA: I think that there
are a number of wonderful
ports for tall ships, and cer
tainly Traverse Bay and Suttons Bay fit the bill. Generally
smaller ports are best for the
ships and their crews, they seem
to be welcomed in a supportive
way by smaller ports and har
bors. I think of Douarnenez in
France, Bremerhaven in Germany,
Stavanger, Norway and Victoria,
British Columbia, all of which have hosted suc
cessful tall ships festivals. In cities like Chicago and
New York, the tall ships seem to get lost and are
dwarfed by the skylines.
WPP: Do you own any ships yourself?
KOZA: No. But at times to be mischievous, I tell
people I have 3 tall ships: 2 schooners and a brig.
Fair Winds, NMC!
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MELISSA WAGONER
PRESS STAFF WRITER
Many dread math. Some may fear
they will never “get" the subject be
cause there is nobody to help them
with the material.
With this in mind, Dung Dao and
Alex Morozov have initiated a math
club for the students of NMC.
“In class, we’d see a lot of people
needing our help,” said Dao, an inter
national student from Vietnam.
The inaugural m eeting was held
on Friday, O ct. 7. Sophom ore
Evan Proudfoot was among the
students drawn to the m eeting out
of a desire to engage in m athem at
ical discussions.
“It’s a casual interest,” he said. “I
enjoy asking questions about things and
looking at relationships, and this seems
to be a passionate group of people.”
Proudfoot said he would like to at
tend as many meetings as possible.
Dao and Morozov touched upon
concepts like the Fibonacci sequence,
the history of Pi, and the manipulation
of algebraic functions and equations.
Morozov and Dao both professed to
being superior in math early on. Each
advanced to pre-calculus in their high
schools, and are currently taking cal
culus at NMC.
They are willing to tutor students
with any class hurdles they may be try
ing to overcome.
Any level math student can find

help at the club, said Dao. Engineer
ing students are also welcome with
their questions.
“We won’t do your homework for
you, but we’ll work together to try to
solve the problems,” Morozov said.
Dao and Morozov assure that the
club will not be all work and no play.
They plan to focus on real-life applica
tions of mathematical concepts.
“Some of the main goals of the
club are not only to help people with
homework,” Morozov said. “But, also
to investigate really interesting cases.”
Other activities include number
games, solid games, (games based
upon graphic design) and discussions
about specific mathematical con
cepts. Guest speakers may eventually
be invited to talk about certain top
ics as well.
NMC math instructor Deb Pharo
is the club advisor. She said Moro
zov and Dung came to her with a high
level of excitement about the idea.
“I thought that excitement might
catch on with other students,”
Pharo said.
She hopes more students will join
the club to expand their knowledge of
math beyond the classroom.
The club meets every Friday at 3
p.m., in HS 101. For information,
contact Alex and Dung at 231-9951454. Visit the club’s websites at www.
nmc.edu/mathclub or email MathClub_NMC@yahoo.com.

BEN WETHERBEE
PRESS STAFF WRITER
Dr. John Mauk felt com
pelled to do something
about textbook monotony.
So, he wrote his own. Two
of them, in fact.
Mauk’s English textbook,
“Inventing Arguments,” hit
shelves this semester. Both
Mauk and Dr. Mark Howell
use the text for their English
112 courses at NMC. Pro
fessors at institutions such as
the University of Houston,
Ball State University and
Bowling Green University
are also utilizing the book.
“The great thing about Dr.
Mauk’s book,” said Howell,
“Is that it’s a new approach to
the study of composition.”
Mauk and co-author
PRESSPHOTO/DESELLSELL
John Metz wrote “Inventing Dr. John Mauk, an English professor a t NMC,
Arguments” as a supplement h a s published his new est textbook, "Inventing
to their first publication,
A rgum ents," which hit shelves this sem ester.
“The Composition of Every
day Life.”
Chu, Garyn Roberts, as well as NMC stu
"'Inventing Arguments’ is step two in a
dents Amber Edmondson, Nancy Hall,
larger writing process,” said Mauk. “It’s a
Jennifer Worley, Kate Poitoff, Samantha
Tengelitsch and Gioula Matthews.
more intense book.”
Mauk and Metz designed their text
If book sales are any indication, this ap
books to be more vivid and provocative
proach has worked. Commercial success
than standard texts. The two authors used
of “The Composition of Everyday Life”
intense sample writings and imagery to
prompted Mauk’s publishing company,
stimulate idea development as well as writ Wadsworth, to press Mauk and Metz for a
ing technique.
second text.
“I emphasize invention as the process
“It took them about a year to get me to
of discovering ideas,” said Mauk, who pur do it,” said Mauk.
posefully selected essays with unusual top
Wadsworth allowed the authors more sty
ics. “It’s not enough to express what we
listic freedom this time around, which Mauk
know but to discover what can be known.” said has made him more satisfied with “In
Mauk often looked close to home when venting Arguments” than “Composition.”
gathering sample essays for “Inventing Ar
The second edition of “The Composi
guments.” The text includes writings by
tion of Everyday Life” is also underway, due
NMC professors Barkley Owens, Judy
to be published this winter.
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October is 'National Coming-Out Month.' This month celebrates and rec
ognizes those who wish to live their life as meaningful and honesdy as possible.
Ideally, it is a time where we embrace and support those who are gay, lesbian, bi
sexual, transsexual, transgender, or questioning.
This month also reminds me of a friend of mine. Jill, a co-worker some years
ago, was 'out'
The closer we became as friends, the more I realized how similar we were. We
talked honestly about life and her relationship with a partner of eleven years.
"How many straight couples do you know that are happily married and
faithful for over 11 years?” she asked me once. I struggled to name any.
I quizzed her about media portrayals of homosexual agendas.' She told me
hers was to sleep in on the weekends, drink strong coffee and get paid overtime.
Jill and her partner seemed like any other couple. They puttered around the
house. They argued over bills, or who didn’t take out the trash. I kept waiting to
see something reallyweird about them. Instead, what I sawwas how close they
were, and how supportive and affectionate they stilll were after 11 years.
I learned a lot fromJill about stereotypes, biases and beingjudgmental. But, I
think I learned the most from what she didn’t tell me. Even though we were very
similar people, I began to notice differences.
I enjoyed freedoms that Jill did not have. No one would question me ifI
wanted children. I was free to get married or showcase photos of my significant
other. I didn’t have to gloss over my lifestyle in vague terms. I didn’t need to fear
persecution, or witness it on TV!
Eventually, some began assuming that I was a lesbian as well. After all, I was
always hanging out with “them.”
I’d like to say those perceptions didn’t matter to me at the time - b ut I cant.
Being outcast was a new experience, and a tough one to deal with. However, as
time went by, I began to see that friends were much more important It’s a diffi
cult thing to become secure with your own identity, as well as becoming tolerant
and accepting of others.
It’s also a painful lesson to learn that bigotry, prejudices and self-righteousness
are always lurkingjust beneath the surface. Given the chance, they willpounce
on those of different ethnicity, age, gender, ability, etc Discrimination never fix
ates on one demographic
The metaphor 'coming out of the closet' is apt.
It’s dark, small and stifling inside a doset Some will stay trapped in their dosets because of shame, guilt and self-denial. Others stay in their closet because of
stereotypes, negative attitudes and bigotry. The common bond is fear.
My process of exiting the doset is still ongoing. We all live in one of some
form. How amazing would it be, if this month, everyone examined their respec
tive dosets and figured out what it would take to open the door?
LISA BLACKFORD
NMC DIVERSITYSERVICES
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MELISSAWAGONER
PRESS STAFF COLUMNIST
Currently, a court battle is raging in Pennsylva
nia over the constitutionality of allowing “Intelli
gent Design” into the classroom. Eight families are
suing the Dover school district over what they see as
the district’s attempts to get religion into the classroom. ID sets forth the proposition that life is too
complex to have simply evolved by chance and thus
must have been "designed” by a higher intelligence.
ID advocates are careful not to explain who the de
signer is, but most critics agree that it is the JudeoChristian God.
Ever since Charles Darwin published “The Ori
gin of Species” in 1859, a furious debate over the
validity of evolution has gone on. Evolutionary
theory holds that organisms evolve over time in re
sponse to certain stresses in the environment. Indi
viduals most suited to the environment tend to have
a higher survival rate, thus are more likely to pass
on their genes to the next generation, making each
successive generation better adapted to the environ
ment than the last. Over vast eons of time, the de
scendants of the old species had drastically changed
from their predecessors. (In evolutionary terms, that
“old species” is called a “common ancestor.") Dif
ferent adaptations favored certain populations of
the common ancestor species, and over time, these
descendants diversified into different species, hence
creating the immense diversity we see on earth
today.
Many cannot accept this explanation because.
it contradicts deep-seeded religious beliefs (which '.
aren’t universally accepted, either) that the world
was created in six days by God. Evolution was first
challenged in court during the 1925 Scopes “Mon
key” trial in Dayton, Tenn., in which teacher John
T. Scopes was accused of breaking a Tennessee law
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that prohibited the teaching of evolution.
ID advocates claim ID should be taught along
side evolution in public schools out of fairness, and
scientists are seeing increasing evidence that is con
tradictory to evolution.
However, these statements have been discred
ited by many scientists as untrue. Actually, there is
no debate among scientists about whether evolution
has occurred or not, and “fairness” is simply not a
credible reason to put a theory in a classroom. Students must be educated on what is the most scien
tifically credited explanation of natural phenomena.
In this case, the most credited theory is evolution,
which is backed by nearly 150 years of extensive re
search. ID, on the other hand, is not seriously cred
ited at all, because it does exactly what evolution
does not do; it assumes a certain answer. ID says,
“There’s no reason to ask why something is this way,
no purpose in finding its function, this particular
organism was simply designed to be that way.”
Evolution assumes no definite answer. Instead,
evolution asks, “Why are things 'designed' like this?
What purpose does this adaptation serve? How did
it benefit this organism’s ancestors?” In short, study
ing evolution helps to endow students with the very
skills of reasoning that they will need in their adult
lives. Teaching ID deprives students of this gift, as
it instructs them that “the way things are is the way
things are.”
The ability to inquire, to reason, has allowed the
greatest thinkers, scientists, and inventors of the ages
to provide society with knowledge. Wouldn’t it be a
pity if we were to deprive the ability to inquire from
the great minds of tomorrow just because a few peo
ple think it is “fair” to teach a biased, unsupported,
faith-driven idea alongside (or even instead of) a uni
versally-accepted, well-supported one?

