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When Jose Carlos Vieira de Jesus had 
the choice to learn English or Spanish dur
ing high school in Brazil, he chose English.

“Most people chose English,” he said. 
“More for the jobs and the internet. It’s 
the main language they speak in the world. 
English is just more useful.”

Vieira de Jesus is among the 15 other 
students taking part in NMC’s debuting 
English as Second Language program this 
semester. Two courses are being offered

through the communications department 
and one through Extended Education.

A second version of the Extended Edu
cation course is offered in the spring.

"W ith  f iv e  d i f f e r e n t  n a t iv e  

l a n g u a g e s  s i t t in g  a r o u n d  a  

t a b l e ,  t h e  E S L  c l a s s r o o m  

i s  a  t r u e  m e l t i n g  p o t . "

“The different cultural backgrounds 
make it exciting,” said ESL instructor 
Nancy Parshall. “With five different na

tive languages sitting around a table, the 
ESL classroom is a true melting pot.”

The goal is to help ESL students 
master English within the demands of 
college-level work. It has been com
monly taught as a smaller version of ex
isting courses.

NMC was able to offer the courses for 
the first time this semester due to changes 
in the minimum enrollment requirements. 
Previously classes needed 14 students.

“It has been an issue for years. We have 
always had students that needed help 
with the English language,” said Bron- 
wyn Jones, Communications department 
chair.

ESL is also offered locally at Interlochen 
Arts Academy, as well at five other colleg
es in Michigan; ESL Language Center in 
Grand Rapids, Ferris State, Grand Valley, 
Wayne State and Western Michigan.

ESL.com, the web presence of the phe
nomenon, features 73 ESL programs just for 
U.S. 2-year and community colleges alone.

The courses focus on grammar, sentence 
construction, essay writing, and showing 
how words and phrases translate with dif
ferent meanings from other languages into 
English.

Marvine Stamatakis, the other English 
instructor along with Parshall, has a Mas
ter’s in ESL, also teaches the Interlochen
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Adjunct flight instructors Jam es Schaberg, 18 left, and 
Tyler Sonnenveldt,19, right, a re  the two youngest instruc
tors a t  NMC. Both com pleted their training a t NMC, com 
pleting 250  flight hours before becom ing certified.
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While most young adults have 
yet to leave the nest by age 20, 
two NMC flight instructors are 
already flying high.

As the youngest instructors at 
NMC, James Schaberg, 18, and 
Tyler Sonneveldt, 19, are togeth
er teaching the next crop of pilots 
at the NMC flight academy.

The two young men became 
fast friends while taking classes 
together in the very same institu
tion where they now teach along
side their former instructors. 

“We’ve been competing this

whole time, trying to one up each 
other,” said Sonneveldt.

Depending on the department 
NMC requires a masters or bach
elors degree to teach. However, 
the rules for aviation are differ
ent. The federal government only 
requires an instructors rating to 
be qualified to teach.

Dave Trains, assistant chief 
flight instructor, said that while 
the academy often hires younger 
instructors as adjuncts, “they’re 
the exception to the rule.”

“They’re both really mature 
and we’re really satisfied with 
the work they’re doing for us,”
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It’s a strange time to be an American. We’re being 
inundated daily with headlines about potential high 
level administration corruption, special congressio
nal sessions, Supreme Court nominee battles and a 
war overseas that has no end in sight.

John Zachman has been teaching political sci
ence at NMC since 2001. He has a Bachelor’s from 
Michigan State, a Master’s from Duke, and is cur
rently working on a PhD through Duke. Before 
coming to Northern Michigan, he taught high 
school in a very segregated part of rural Mississippi, 
which he called “quite an experience.”

He sat down with the White Pine Press for a bit 
to help us make a little sense out of the current po
litical roil in Washington.

WPP: What do you think of the political climate 
in the near future?
Zachman: Well, that’s a tough question. Clearly 
the foreign policy of the U.S. is more on the radar 
screen for Americans than it has been in a long time 
because of the monetary and human cost of the Iraq 
war. It will be interesting to see how our foreign 
policy shapes up, because Clinton’s foreign policy 
was not all that much different from the first Presi
dent Bush. With the war in Iraq we’ve had a real 
break with that. I think that you’re not going to see 
another Iraq because of the way public opinion has 
gone on that.
Also today, the religious right is much more power
ful and some of these social issues have really been 
kind of re-kindled -  religion in schools and abor
tion being big ones, and I think that the fundamen
tal issue there is 'who are we as Americans?'

WPP: What kind of precedent do you think the 
recent allegations — notably the Libby indict
ment — will set for our country? Does it differ 
now from the past?
Zachman: Well, there’s been corruption through
out American history, so I’m not too concerned 
that there’s an outbreak at the highest levels. You’re 
likely to see future indictments, not necessarily of 
Karl Rove, but maybe somebody else. Bob Wood
ward has indicated that there’s somebody else who’s
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involved, not Karl Rove, and not Scooter Libby. I 
think that the Bush administration hardly got any
thing good out of exposing Valerie Plane. It was a 
total miscall and at the end of the day, that’s what’s 
going to prevent further corruption, when they look 
at this scandal and say you know what, it wasn’t 
worth it!' That’s what prevents future corruption; it’s 
that rational calculation.

The larger picture when you look at Tom Delay, 
Bill Frist, Scooter Libby, Karl Rove, is one of the 
Republican Party. It’s going to be most damaging to 
the Republican Party as a whole. The Delay thing 
will be a big deal, but it’s certainly not going to be 
on the rope for the Republicans whatsoever.

WPP: How do you think that these problems filter 
through the Congress?
Zachman: It’s creating a division within the Repub
lican Party because you have the Republican leader
ship being tainted by these scandals. The vultures 
are always circling and if somebody looks like they 
are about to die, the question is who’s going to rise 
up into power? That destabilizes the Republicans 
and the Bush Administration, who are already tak
ing a hit on the Iraq War and the Libby thing. Peo
ple are willing to say, 'Yeah, I’m not going to put all 
my eggs in the Bush basket because that’s not going 
to do me any favors for my constituents .'It contrib
utes to the disunity of the Republicans, and prob
ably contributes to a unity among Democrats.

WPP: Do you think that Republican Party problems 
will translate to a shift of power towards Democrats?
Zachman: Well, how does the Republican Party 
want to define itself? These scandals will have some 
bearing on that, but I don’t think that in terms of 
shifting power to the Democrats that there’s any 
reason to think that that’s going to be an automatic 
result at this point. A year is a long time, and new 
issues can easily distract American voters as they 
come up. If these scandals can be taken care of in 
the next six months, going into the elections, they 
can focus on different things. If the Democrats can 
be as strategically savvy as the Republicans have 
been in the,past, then the Democrats should be able 
to make some headway, but the Democrats tend not 
to be as strategically smart as the Republicans.
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When a hall meeting was called imme- 
diately following this month’s racial slur 
in West Hall, the culprit was prompted to 
step forward -  before the dorm security 
camera tapes were consulted.

Unfortunately, it was an empty threat. , 
The dorm security camera system that was 
installed after the East Hall fire in 1998 has 
been continually deteriorating, and the resi
dents are beginning to ask questions.

“They could actually catch who’s caus
ing the problems,” said Forrestt Stachowi- 
ak, 26, sophomore resident. “It should be 
a priority. There are some cameras, but we 
don’t know if they’re working.”

They’re not. According to Cathy An- 
thofer, coordinator of student life at NMC, 
the cameras and their wiring work, it’s the 
recording system that needs an overhaul -  
a capital expense that must be approved by

upper-level administration.
“This isn’t the only incident that has 

us thinking of the need to get the security 
system upgraded,” said Deborah Disch, ex
ecutive director of administrative services.

Disch said the administration is looking 
for the right balance of efficiency and cost.

“It is being actively worked on,” she 
said.

Anthofer said she is currently in the 
process of drafting a recommendation, . 
which depending on cost variables would 
be put before the budget council, or the 
capitol outlay team for final approval.

“I priced a digital based system in 2001 
for the halls at $25,000,” Anthofer said.

That was before the current recording 
deck was deemed un-repairable in 2004.
“It had degraded to the point where we 
had to watch it real-time,” she said.

Some students would like to see the 
cameras operational.

“I think that it would be an overall 
better adjustment for the college,” fresh
man resident Heather Verhelle, 18, said,
“To control horsing around and [people] 
just not doing what you’re supposed to be 
[doing] - I  would feel more safe.”

However, some residents aren’t comfort
able with the idea of an “eye-in the-sky.” 

“The idea of having a load of camer
as just bothers me,” Ecan Groenndyk, 19, 
sophomore resident said. “I don’t know 
who is going to be watching me, [and] 
there’s nothing a security camera can 
I don’t have anything to hide.”

Anthofer said that security cameras 
have proven to be an ineffective crime 
deterrent compared to a trained secu- 
rity force.

“I think [video] is useful after an inci
dent as evidence,” she said.

Anthofer said the most common crime 
reported in the residence halls is something

taken from an unlocked room.
“I’ve seen everything from laptop com

puters to a bag of cookies stolen,” she said, 
“Lock your door. Most criminals are just 
looking for an easy grab.”

C a m p u s  v e g e t a r i a n s  f e d  u p  o v e r  m e n u  c h o i c e s

N e w  g r o u p  o p t i m i s t i c  f o r  a l t e r n a t i v e  d i n i n g  o p t i o n s

ESTHER POSNER
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As a Northwoods Cafe chef, Matthew 
Toler knows what students are eating.

“I know there are lots of vegetarians on 
campus,” he said, while serving up a bacon 
baked potato. “I hear their complaints.” 

Now, those complaining are taking the 
next step. A Vegetarian Club is forming 
with the goal of getting healthy and alter
native food options in NMC’s dining hall. 
Specifically, better choices for vegetarians, 
vegans, and people with allergies or who 
are lactose-intolerant.

“We’ve been complaining for a long 
time,” said Wendy Rogers, adviser for the 
club and NMC bookstore employee.

“Now we’re cutting to the chase.”
The Vegetarian Club has 18 members 
signed up and several more interested, said 
Rogers. The club’s major issue is with the 
Aramark-run Northwoods Cafe and coffee 
shop in West Hall, which serves an aver
age of 700 patrons per day including 226 
on-campus students and hundreds of com
muters, and are the only place -  besides 
vending machines and the bookstore -  to 
get food on campus.

“We’ve had vegetarian options in the 
past,” said Aramark’s newly hired food ser
vice director, Angela Lambertson. “But 
they want daily options.”

Lambertson said she looks forward to 
working with the Vegetarian Club to im
prove the menu.

“We’re here to feed everybody,” she 
said, and welcomes ideas, suggestions, and 
even recipes.

Ulle Koolmar, another adviser for the 
new club and NMC bookstore employee, 
wants to see Aramark move away from pre
packaged food, using more “whole” foods 
and local produce.

“They served Washington apples dur
ing our peak apple season,” Koolmar said, 
“We should enjoy the local resources that 
we have.”

Koolmar feels that using local produce 
in the dining halls would not only support 
the local economy, but also decrease the 
possibility of pesticides and cut down on 
food transport costs.

Lambertson said a strictly vegetar
ian station might be difficult for a small 
school like NMC, but each cafe sta
tion serves daily vegetarian options, like 
made-to-order sandwiches, wraps, veg
gie burgers, cheese pizza, and vegetar
ian soups.

However, those soups are often made 
with chicken or beef broth, Rogers said.

“Almost everything has dairy,” Lamb
ertson said, “But we make special arrange
ments for those with dietary needs.”

Rogers and Koolmar are optimistic 
about the future of food selection at NMC.

“I’ve been trying for three years,” Rog
ers said. “A change in management is very 
promising.”

Once approved by the SGA, the Veg
etarian Club is looking to bring local and 
national speakers on campus to talk about 
the food industry.

“Student involvement is crucial,” said 
Rogers, “They’re the ones who need the in
formation to make healthy choices.”



T o r t u r e  d e s t r o y s  

A m e r i c a ’s  g o o d  n a m e

Before the infamous Abu 
Ghraib torture scandal, 63 per
cent of Iraqis approved of the 
American occupation. That’s a 
substantial majority. After the 
torture, that figure dropped to 
9 percent. Here’s the obvious 
question: How will we be able to 
"liberate” Iraq when 91 percent 
of its people don’t want us there? 
Did we learn

“torture will often cause a source 
to say or do whatever he believes 
the interrogator wants him to. 
Truth or personal beliefs become 
irrelevant to the soldier faced 
with mutilation, pain, discomfort 
or death."

Considering the innate falli
bility of torture as interrogation, 
is it worth the accompanying

PR damage and
anything from 
Vietnam?

Senator John 
McCain did. He 
spent two years 
in the infamous 
“Hanoi Hilton”
POW camp dur
ing the Vietnam 
War. He was rou
tinely beaten and 
kept in solitary 
confinement. He 
twice attempted suicide because 
conditions were so vile.

Needless to say, Senator Mc
Cain knows a bit about torture.

So it’s little wonder that Mc
Cain spearheaded an amendment 
that would prohibit the U.S. 
from torturing any of its prison
ers -  Geneva Convention-pro
tected or not. McCain doesn’t 
want our government employ
ing the same barbaric tactics the 
North Vietnamese employed 
against him. Bush’s former Secre
tary of State Colin Powell sensi
bly endorsed the amendment. So 
did the Senate, approving it with 
a 90 to 9 vote.

But it stops at the Bush Ad
ministration. Bush, Cheney and 
CIA Director Porter Goss are all 
lobbying to keep torture an op
tion. They maintain that it’s a 
necessary tool to uphold national 
security.

There are a number of vital 
errors the administration’s logic 
here. First off, as a means of ex
tracting information, torture isn’t 
the most effective. Patrick Mc
Donald, who authored an army 
interrogation guide, wrote that,

moral repug-
ir>nancy.

If we want to 
be welcomed, 
we must stop 
making enemies, 
Torturing Iraqis 
equates us ethi
cally with thr 
insurgents we’re 
combating and 
the Iraqi people 
recognize this. 

While the insurgents surely aren’t 
above torture, this is a case where 
an “eye-for-an-eye" won’t help us. 
America needs to establish itself 
as an example to Iraq, not as a 
hostile foreign invader. Stooping 
to the methods of the enemy is 
the last thing we ought to do.

This debate over torture isn’t a 
traditional Democrat vs. Repub
lican conflict either. Rather, it’s a 
case of reason vs. reckless fanati
cism. McCain himself is a Re
publican and the vast majority 
of Republican senators endorsed 
his amendment. Republicans are 
breaking with the president over 
this issue and rightly so.

The Bush Administration 
needs a cold dose of reality. Our 
president is one of the most de
tested figures in the world now 
and this hypocrisy is a clear indi
cation why. “We do not torture,” 
declared Bush, yet he seeks to 
keep the option open. Torture is, 
quite frankly, a form of terrorism. 
How can we oppose terrorism 
while applying its methods?

BEN WETHERBEE
PRESS EDITORIAL BOARD

C o r r e c t i o n s
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The next time you are watching 
TV, play his game: write down 
how many product placements 
you can find in half an hour. You 
can use your remote.

I found 8. When that hot, sin- 
gle-episode character on my favorite 
sitcom just happened to be driving 
a production-year Volvo, that was 
one. When the maple syrup poured 
by a few Desperate Housewives was 
Aunt Jemima, that was another. 
Somebody paid for those.

The Bond Car, Reese’s Pieces, 
Ray-Ban sunglasses, all three are fa
mous product placements in films. 
Though product placements do 
have a way of catching the eye and 
seeming odd at the same time, we 
have become familiar with them 
— we even expect them — in our en
tertainment. Part of the massive 
appeal of Desperate Housewives is 
that it is written to provide ample 

• opportunities for the characters to 
change costume. People watch to 
see what they’re wearing.

Less familiar to us, and certain
ly more troubling, is the growing 
phenomenon of product place- 
ments in the so-called “other” 
media, like magazines, newspa
pers, and the Internet.

Recent press on this was 
sparked by a report published by 
PQ Media, a Stamford, Conn., 
advertising research firm. Called 
the first of its kind, the report ex
amined product placement in its 
history, it analyzed case studies 
and provided financial forecasts.

PQ Media projects growth 
in revenue from product place

ments in newspapers to grow at 
a rate of 16.9 percent in 2005 to 
$65 million. In magazines, it is 
expected to grow 17.5 percent in 
2005 to $160.9 million. Double- 
digit growth of anything attracts 
the attention of investors — and 
of the press itself. The report also 
contains numbers that show that 
“bright line” that has traditional
ly existed between advertising and 
editorial content to be blurring.

The PQ Media report proj
ects consumer magazines (mean-

When a story is written about 
Exxon-Mobil replacing its single- 
hulled tankers, is that another?

News media organizations rec
ognize the danger that this doubt 
poses to their publications. A 
month ago the president of the 
American Society of Magazine 
Editors, Mark Whitaker, argued 
that the bright line rule must be 
held to, issuing guidelines that say 
advertorials need to be labeled as 
such, and ads for products should 
not be placed near editorial con-

ing magazines that you find on 
the rack) will take in $15.6 mil
lion worth of paid product place
ment deals in 2005, making that 
sector the fastest growing in terms 
of media product placement. Paid 
product placements in newspa
pers, meanwhile, are expected by 
PQ Media to grow 67.0 percent to 
$4.7 million.

Just what is a product place
ment in a magazine? Or in a news
paper? What does it look like?

When you see a four-figure 
handbag in US Weekly, that’s 
one. A watermark ad on the stock 
pages of The New York Times, 
that’s another. But this time the 
game isn’t as fun.

When you see in the celebrity 
news wire in your daily paper that 
Jennifer Lopez appeared at a Unit
ed Nations “gala,” is that a prod
uct placement? And for who?

tent that discusses those products.
Which is good, but his guide

lines were limited to the realm of 
magazines, and just because the 
two won’t be on the same page 
doesn’t mean that there is no lon
ger the suspicion of their “selling 
the content.”

On the newspaper side of this, 
The Society of Professional Jour
nalists does not mention product 
placements in their code of ethics, 
though they should because most 
all newspapers have non-news sec
tions that closely resemble con
sumer magazines in their content.

Maybe they shouldn’t have to. 
But it is strange that PQ Media, 
the writer of the report on prod
uct placement, lists on their web
site The Associated Press as one 
of their clients. They do not say 
what exactly they do for the AP.
It’s proprietary.











E S L  C o n t .
course and began teaching ESL 
on the island of Crete in 1980.

Parshall has a Master’s degree 
in ESL and taught it in Japan for 
nine years before returning home 
to Traverse City. She has been 
teaching at NMC for the past 
four years.

Her current class of seven in
cludes Xochitl, a student from 
Morelos, Mexico.

“I love my class, and my 
teacher,” said Xochitl. She said so 
far the course has improved her 
grammar and English skills.

Xochitl learned of the class 
offering this summer while at 
the Traverse Area District Li
brary. "It is hard because learn

ing to write English is difficult 
with grammar.”

“The students will mix up sub
jects, verbs and objects

in funny ways and often in a 
pattern related to their native lan
guage,” Parshall said.

She said part of the class is 
learning to mesh the different 
cultural backgrounds.

“They have different rules for 
what to be direct about,” she said. 
For example, we teach getting 
right to the thesis statement while 
a Japanese student tends to circle 
around the main idea.”

For more information about 
ESL, contact Lisa Blackford at 
Academic Advising at lblack- 
ford@nmc.edu or, Bronwyn 
Jones at bjones@nmc.edu.

A d j u n c t s  C o n t .
Trains said.
Schaberg and Sonneveldt got 

their commercial pilots licenses on 
the same day and became co-work
ers soon after.

“Every single one of my stu
dents are older than me,” said 
Schaberg, who dropped out of high 
school midway through his junior 
year to pursue aviation

While home schooling himself 
through the remainder of his high 
school credits he began classes at 
the NMC flight academy, where he 
met Sonneveldt.

“I think I was born wanting to 
fly,” said Sonneveldt. “It was never 
a question of if, but of when.”

Both had to log at least 190

hours in the air before they be
came certified flight instructors and 
NMC required them to have ap
proximately 250 hours before they 
were hired.

“The maturity level [you have] 
while teaching is more important 
than age,” said Schaberg.

Both see the most gratifying 
part of their job is to see what their 
students accomplish.

“Its a good feeling of accom
plishment to help students along 
the way and help them reach their 
goals,” said Sonneveldt.

“It’s an amazing experience to 
be a flight instructor,” said Scha
berg. “It’s definitely gratifying to 
carry a student all the way through 
to a certificate.”

Happy Hour $1.00 Off Beer, Liquor, Wine 5 -9  pm Daily |  F o r  m o r e  in f o r m a t io n :  m id e a s t ju s tp e a c e .o rg
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Everything is better hands-on, even gift giv
ing. And since Thanksgiving has left a bulge in 
places other than your wallet, a couple places in 
downtown Traverse City offer the perfect place 
to go.

"It’s a happy place," said Hands On Art 
owner, Julie O’Hearn Cox. “It’s just a relaxing 
therapeutic thing to do.”

People of all ages have enjoyed painting pot
tery at Hands on Art for the past seven years. 
Just go in, pick out the blank pottery, select the

Robin Snider and her daughter Mackenzie 
enjoying an artistic afternoon a t Hands On 
Art. "We com e here a couple times a win
ter," said Robin. “She already got two or 
three m ugs today."

paint and get to work. A week later, you can 
pick it up glazed, fired and ready to be wrapped.

Hands on Art is located at 144 Hall St., 
which is downtown behind the fish ladder across 
from North Peak. Here you can get away from 
all the crazy shoppers, bring a special someone 
and make it a date. Julie said customers repeat
edly tell her it’s a great way to bond. It has been 
in my experience. No matter who I go with, be 
it a friend, one of my sisters, my mom, or my 
boyfriend, I always leave having 
learned something new about 
them, and sometimes myself.

When you first walk in, it 
seems empty and cold, but 
you’re quickly welcomed by 
Julie and the cute country style 
tables and chairs, the music, 
the bookcases lining the room 
full of blank pottery, and the 
colorful tile mural on the back 
wall.

Painting the pottery is easy.
There is every color of the rain
bow, plus shades in between, 
organized and numbered, to 
choose from. At each table, 
there are pencils to draw de
signs on the pottery (the pen
cil burns off when the pottery 
is fired), or you can use any of 
the billion stencils available.

The hard part is choosing

which piece of pottery to paint. There are orna
ments, tiles, plates, bowls, serving dishes, mugs, 
trinket boxes, tea kettles, tea sets, figurines, tiles, 
vases, and practically anything you can think of. 
Plus the blank pottery itself has character be
cause each piece has its own unique shape and 
curves.

Osiris on Front St. is another place you can 
find things to hand make a gift. It is a bead and 
import store full of beautiful glass beads perfect 
for making unique earrings, necklaces, bracelets, 
ornaments, wine charms, etc., plus the ladies 
working there are more than willing to show 
customers how to put pieces together.

An additional idea that leaves a ton of free
dom for the gift giver is to just go to a craft 
store, like Ben Franklin, Jo-Ann Fabrics, or Mi
chael’s, and buy a basic picture frame for a pic
ture of you and the sweetie you’re giving it to. 
Then find different paints, gems, beads -  what
ever comes to mind -  and dress up the frame 
to compliment the picture or a specific place in 
that person’s home.

Michael’s has all different sizes of cardboard hat 
boxes, perfect for decorating in anyway to fit the 
receiver’s personality/style, to fill with holiday treats, 
a small store-bought gift, the framed photo, or even 
the piece of pottery you painted at Hands on Art.

I love giving people gifts that I actually con
tributed towards, and people love getting them. 
It makes them feel extra special that you not 
only thought of them during the holidays, but 
also put the extra time into making a gift just 
for them. Creating a gift truly from the heart is 
so much more sincere and less expensive than 
just buying something they’ll never use or wear, 
or quickly throw away -  like a gift card. The 
best part is that you get to actually do some
thing hands-on and fun during the holiday 
season, rather than fighting through crowds, 
waiting in long lines, and wasting all your 
money on things that nobody really cares about.

CAITI THOMPSON
PRESS STAFF WRITER

Joe Lorenz is attending 
NMC’s flight academy, but the 
current airline woes are not 
worrying him too much.

That’s because Lorenz, a 19- 
year-old flight student, is going 
into the Coast Guard.

The commercial airline in
dustry has been prominent in 
the news this year regarding 
major bankruptcies and pay 
cuts. However, Lorenz said that 
even if he were planning on 
getting a job as a commercial 
pilot, he wouldn’t be uncom
fortable about the job outlook.

“People will always be fly
ing,” he said. “As long as planes 
are in the air, someone will be 
hiring pilots.”

This opinion is shared by 
the Director of NMC’s aviation 
program, Robert Buttleman.

“The only thing everyone 
sees in the news is negativ
ity about this situation,” said 
Buttleman. “What no one 
hears about is the fact that it is 
only the major airlines that are 
doing badly. Every other area 
of aviation is growing right 
now.”

Buttleman said that al
though some of the major air
lines are going through rough 
times currently, other aviation 
businesses like UPS, FedEx and 
corporate planes that are doing 
very well.

“There are the jobs that 
used to be considered just step
ping stones to the top,” he 
said. “But now people are see
ing them as destinations. Sure, 
they aren’t the 200,000 dollar 
jobs, but they are getting up 
there.”

Buttleman said NMC’s pro
gram is not suffering either be
cause of the airline woes.

“Enrollment dropped a lit
tle bit, but it has stayed pretty 
steady,” he said. Buttleman 
did say that the major airlines 
being in trouble is a problem, 
but not one as serious as peo
ple may think.

“I did have about six gradu
ates who lost jobs from the 
major airlines,” said Buttleman. 
“But they all got new jobs, they 
are all still flying. And that is 
the important thing. I have 
over 10,000 flight hours, but 
I still love going up in the air. 
That is what the job is about.”

n











N M C  student Delvon Napier’s girlfriend lives in 
California, but they are still planning to get married in 
eight years.

“I’m in denial,” he said, regarding the strain dis
tance has placed on the relationship. “I try not to think 
about it, but if we both want it to work, it’ll work, no 
matter how difficult.”

Despite Napier’s optimism, doubts about whether 
a long distance relationship can work are an ever-pres
ent problem for many couples at N M C , a 2-year trans
fer college from which many students quickly move 
on. How many are able to transfer to a different college 
and not worry about losing their college sweetheart?

For some, the logistics o f intimacy pose a problem. 
Andrew, an N M C  student said, “Long distance rela
tionships are difficult to have if both parties are busy 
and don’t have time to see each other. Talking on the 
phone doesn’t cut it.”

Others, like N M C  student Jackie Bojarski, are more 
confident about the prospects.

“I think that it takes strong commitment and an 
urge to want to be together to stay together and expect 
that it might not work,” she said. Her last relationship 
ended because o f “differences in future.”

Having a committed relationship takes a lot o f work 
and time. Compromising time for school to maintain 
a healthy relationship can become overwhelming. Get
ting hurt is never fun, but it is a risk that most college 
students are willing to take at least once before they de
cide to avoid commitment.

“I don’t know what will happen when I graduate, I 
changed my major so I could stay here with my boy- 
friend,” said a student who wished not to be named.

Relationships don’t come with an owner’s manual. 
Never knowing what your significant other is doing 
or thinking because they don’t share can cause quite a 
rift. Is it possible to have a relationship over the phone, 
never knowing what the boyfriend is thinking, or will 
it make you crazy?

The distance in the relationship might make it 
easier to stray. Separated guys might find themselves 
going to parties and waking up next to a Jane Doe, not 
knowing what happened, while praying that the same 
hasn’t happened to their girlfriend, who is three hours 
away sleeping in John Doe’s dorm.

“I had a boyfriend that worked out o f town all the 
time and I couldn’t stand it,” said student Amanda 
Smith. “We dated for three years and I only saw him 
on the weekends. He was always accusing me o f cheat
ing, so we finally broke up.”

Conflicting life ambitions often can come in be
tween couples.

“We broke up because we are not going the same 
direction in life,” said Sara Coke, a student in the 
nursing program.

Others face the task undaunted.
“We will be two and a half hours apart and try to 

keep it going when we transfer,” said'student Nathan 
Susan. “It will probably be hard, but I think we can 
make it.”
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