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GARRET ELLISON
PRESS EDITOR
For the third year in a row,
NMC can boast about nominees
to the All-USA Academic team.
Dana Boomer, 16, and Grace
Jones, 20, have been nominated for
the competition, which recognizes
the top 60 students in the nation.
Both are business administration
majors and Phi Theta Kappa members.
“I’ve read their packets," said
PTK advisor Kari Kahler. “They’re
both pretty phenomenal women.”
With the national nomination,
both are automatically winners for
the All-State Academic team, and
will go to Lansing in March to be
honored on the floor of the Mich
igan House and Senate.
Each has a solid 4.0 GPA and
has served in officer capacity for the
campus PTK chapter. Jones juggles
school with two kids: 3-year-old
Ethan, and 7-month-old Julia.
“It kind of gave me a chance
to put my story all together,” said
Jones, who wrote her nomination
essay on the “sweat equity” and
hard work it took building her
Habitat for Humanity home.
Boomer, who took 21 credits
this fall, will be attending Fer
ris State through the University
Center next year. She finds it fun
to challenge herself.
“When I don’t have a lot of
stuff to do I get bored,” she said.
Candidates are judged based
on academic excellence, intellec
tual rigor, leadership, civic growth
and how they have extended their
education beyond the classroom.
Previous All-USAAcademic
team members from NMC are Sally
Beaman, who was selected in 2004,
and Nicholeen Frusti in 2005.
A PTK team and representa
tives from USA Today newspaper
judge nominations.
When the results are an
nounced in April, winners will
attend a conference ceremony in
Long Beach, Calif.
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KNIGHT RIDDER/TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
The following editorial appeared in the Philadel
phia Inquirer on Friday, Dec. 2:
In an ideal world, no child would have to worry
about paying for college. He would choose a school,
take the required tests and, if the institution had
room and its standards were met, he could go there.
This country actually comes pretty close to that
ideal. Except for one little matter: paying for tu
ition, room and board. Students who lack the in
come to pay their way, but have too much income
to qualify for major need-based aid, get saddled
with huge loan debts upon graduation.
The Center for Economic and Policy Research
says nearly two-thirds of students at four-year public
colleges or universities take out loans. Eighty per
cent ofrhese kids hold jobs to help pay their bills.
Still, their average debt at graduation is $17,600.
That average grows to $22,581 for private-college
grads, 73 percent of whom take out loans.
For some, the college loan debt is a lot higher
and the consequences deeper. CEPR says studentloan debt may be a factor in young people delay
ing marriage and childbirth. It also may be a factor
in the trend of adult children living in their parents’
homes, along with the fact that credit-card debt
among Americans aged 18-24 has doubled since
1992.
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U.S. Rep. Rush Holt, D-N.J., who sponsored
a bill to make student loans more affordable, adds
that the fear of loan debt may discourage millions
from even trying college.
Given all this, and the importance of college-ed
ucated workers to Americas fortunes in a globalizing
economy, you’d think Congress would be rushing to
close the student-aid gap. Think again.
The House budget bill approved earlier this
month will instead cut $14.3 billion from the fed
eral student-loan program. The money saved would
help fund tax cuts benefiting mainly those who are
most able to afford college as it is.
The bill would increase the interest rates and fees
paid mostly to banks and other profit-seeking lend
ing institutions, raise the cap on student-loan in
terest rates and end students’ ability to consolidate
loans at favorable rates while still in school. Lenders
will no longer be allowed to waive loan fees because
the government wants to tax that money to reduce
the federal deficit.
Eddie Morales, president of the U.S. Student As
sociation, says the House measures could add more
than $5,000 to the average student-loan debt. USSA
members made 30,000 telephone calls to House
members, to no avail. Apparently the sound
—continued on page 6-—
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CHARREAH JACKSON
KNIGHT RIDDERTRIBUNE
For many students, college
comes with a hefty price tag. As
grants have declined and the cost of
college has steadily increased, grad
uates are left with a degree in one
hand and many loans in the other.
—continued on page 6-—
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ESTHER POSNER
PRESS STAFF WRITER
While most people are swept up in contempo
rary social currents, one NMC instructor is focusing
on the bigger picture.
Robb Houston, geology instructor, sat down
with the White Pine Press to answer a few questions
about the state of the planet.
WPP: What are common misconceptions that
people hold about the planet?
Houston: The cause of the seasons - m ost peo
ple can’t answer that, at least not well. Also, a lot
people have the idea that the greenhouse effect is a
bad thing. But without greenhouse gases, like water
vapor and carbon dioxide, the earth surface temper
atures would be about minus 18-and certainly not
hospitable. The greenhouse effect is essential for life
as we know it.
People also don’t have a clear idea about global
warming, which is a serious environmental concern.
A lot of people don’t understand what we’re talking
about as far as how much, why, when, or if it’s just
an idea - s o I try to discuss that in class periodically.
Another one is oil. A lot of people don’t really
have much idea at all of where it comes from. Oil
comes from the degradation of marine sediments
and is found in marine sedimentary rocks. When
you talk about a reservoir of oil, people might think
in terms of a water reservoir where you’ve got this
big pool. In an oil reservoir, you don’t have a pool or
a cavern, oil is saturating rock. It’s not that easy to
just pull it out of there.
People don’t understand that the oil industry is
an incredibly costly, time-consuming practice. It
goes through many expensive steps; it’s actually a
wonder that it isn’t extremely expensive itself. It
should be.
If you consider a gallon of milk - y ou’ve got
cows eating grass and it needs to be processed, but
you’ll pay three bucks for a gallon of milk. Then
again, we don’t use milk to drive around.
North American oil reservoirs reached peak
production in the late 70s to early 80s. The Mid
dle East, which is one of the largest reservoirs in
the world, won’t reach their peak production for
a decade to a couple decades into the future. We
can certainly expect to see some changes in our
lifetime, if we haven’t already.

WPP: What are your thoughts on the events and
future of New Orleans?
Houston: We’ve known for a long time that some
sort of flooding event was going to happen. In
today’s world, it just doesn’t make sense to have a
city below sea level. It made sense centuries ago, to
build the city right on the mouth of the Mississippi,
but rivers are dynamic; they have a natural tendency
to change.
Once you try to harness a river, it’s a neverending
battle. You’re going to have to put gobs of money
into improving the infrastructure to rebuild New
Orleans and make it safe. So you either continue
to throw money at the problem, or you make some
hard decisions and move, or move New Orleans, or
reduce it in size. The best thing is to find some way
to let nature take its course, but that’s not popular.
I feel that I’ve lied to my students - o r been lied
to - b ecause I’ve always told people that we had
evacuation plans for this. Everyone knew it was
going to happen and we’ye got a system in place to
handle this kind of disaster. Yet clearly, we did not.
WPP: What will the Earth be like 100 million
years from now?
Houston: That’s something that I would like to
know. We can run various models, but when you’re
looking at something in the order of hundreds of mil
lions of years, then you are getting into the realm of ge
ology and long term geologic processes. To a geologist,
things like earthquakes and other natural disasters are
tiny events, equivalent to weather patterns in human
terms. An earthquake or natural disaster accommo
dates a tiny amount of plate motion. Over hundreds
of millions of years, plates move great distances.
There are numerous continents that are breaking
apart today. There’s rifting that cutting through Af
rica, and there will be rifts in the future. 100 million
years from now, the Baja Peninsula south of Califor
nia will be off to the Northwest, probably up near
Alaska somewhere.
Life will continue. There are relatively few nat
ural disasters that would greatly change that, al
though there is the potential for mass extinction
events. Massive volcanic eruptions could occur sev
eral times within this time frame. Asteroid impacts
could potentially happen. So there could be major
changes in evolution and life. We might not be
here, who knows what life would be like, but plates
will continue to move.
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GARRET ELLISON
PRESS EDITOR
East Hall residents groggily emerged from their
rooms in the early morning hours of Dec. 1 to a
blaring fire alarm and standing orders to evacuate.
“They were all like early-morning zombies,” said
Devin O’Meara, a resident who somehow ended up
out in the blowing snow and 28-degree temperature
without any shoes on. “It sucked.”
An investigation into the false alarm was con
ducted by the housing department staff, said super
visor Cathy Anthofer. The alarm was triggered at
approximately 3 a.m. in first floor south by a West
Hall resident who tripped, accidentally tearing a
fire extinguisher from its wall-mount. Carbon diox
ide released during the incident, tripped the smoke
alarm.
“The system is very sensitive,” Anthofer said.
Anything that mimics smoke in the mechanism will
set it off.
Resident Kris Kovach said the alarm caused
some confusion.
“It sounds like an alarm clock with the volume
all the way up,” he said. “Nobody really knew that
it was the fire alarm going off until they bothered to
look in hallway and see the flashing strobe lights.”
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Two fire trucks from the Eighth Street city fire
department station were dispatched within minutes.
The firefighters silenced the alarm upon arrival,
checked the area, and gave the OK for residents to
go back into the building. By then the students had
spent 30 minutes outside.
Rebecca Clapsaddle, a three-year resident of the
dorms, was pounding on doors, trying to make sure
everyone was out.
First year resident Erin Roberts was lying in bed
when she heard the alarm and people yelling in the
hallway.
“We though it was a drill or someone pulled the
switch,” she said.
On April 13,1998, the East Hall lobby was gut
ted by a fire that resulted in the hospitalization
of one student and the conviction of another
for arson.
Fire drill procedure is to evacuate the whole build
ing in the event of the alarm. Two fire drills each year
are mandatory by state law.
In a drill - or real fire - each floor’s resident
assistant is to account for the students on their level.
They are assisted by pre-designated “fire marshals”
who carry flashlights and binders with student in
formation to perform a head-count.
ANDREA GULLEKSON
PRESS STAFF WRITER
people might commonly
imagine video.game players in a
lonely corner of a dark basement,
void of time and human contact.
But today’s video game tech
nology allows tournaments with
real-time, multi-player action
that draws these “gamers” out of
their basements and into a grow
ing community of game play.
“It’s better than a club or bar
because you can spend more time
with people,” said Charles Wal
ton, a student who said he has
been to tournaments that have
gone lasted over a week. “It was
fun because I met a lot of people,
and girls too.”
NMC dorm resident Carl
Harlan has been setting up some
campus tournaments this semes
ter. He hopes to spread the in
creasingly popular pastime to his
fellow dorm residents.
He said Halo II, a “First Per
son Shooter” game (FPS), seems
to be the game of choice for
these tournaments, with up to
four players per team and several
teams playing all at once in the
same virtual environment, on the
same screen.
The action is addictive.
“It’s just a good way for guys
and girls alike to be able to escape
from reality and maybe shoot
their friends without causing any
actual harm,” Harlan said.

With the recent introduction
of X-Box 360 just in time for the
holidays, gaming popularity is
continually rising.
So far there have been three
tournaments held in West Hall,
and the last tournament held on
Nov. 22 proved to be a success.
“It was a really good turnout.
We had about 19 people show
up, it was lots of fun,” Harlan
said. Although 19 seemed to be a
good number, Harlan said these
tournaments are small in compar
ison to ones he’s helped organize
at Central Michigan University,
and even the largest there could
potentially pale in comparison to
future endeavors.
“I just can’t see video games
becoming extinct,” Harlan said.
So what is the draw to FPS
games versus other games such
as Role Playing Games (RPC) or
strategy games? Psychologically,
Harlan says. People like to be in
control of someone or something,
and in FPS games, what more
control is available than having
someone’s virtual life at your fin
gertips?
While many anti-gamers may
claim that video games are violent,
brainwashing, and mind numb
ing, Harlan takes the other side.
“Its all about self control,”
Harlan said. “It can be addict
ing for some, yes, but not when
you can tell yourself‘enough is
enough.' "
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It’s no fun to be roused out of bed at 3 a.m to go stand outside
in below freezing temperatures and blowing snow.
But consider the alternative. Would you rather endure a false
alarm, or lose everything - possibly even friends — in a horrific
repeat of the 1998 fire?
After Hurricane Katrina, the necessity of emergency prepared
ness is no longer a debatable topic. Ignoring any alarm, regardless
of size or importance, is foolhar
dy. Ignoring a fire alarm could
be deadly, but students do it any
way.
Some students didn’t even
know the alarm was sounding.
Some ignored it. Others have
spent the days since grumbling
about how horrible it was to have
their slumber disturbed. Yeah, we
believe it really sucked, but it’s a
small price to pay.
Eight years ago, fifteen stu
dents were treated on the scene,
nine were taken to Munson and one student was transferred to
the burn unit in Grand Rapids after the last fire on campus. Then
- like now - students ignored the alarm. Then - like now the incident was in the early morning hours.
The fact that most dorm residents figured some joker had
tripped the alarm is distressing. Yes, many dorm students lack sig
nificant maturity, but when something like a fire alarm is written
off as a joke, it begs the need for something to be done to im
prove the awareness level.
Fires spread quickly. It takes only minutes for a whole room
to become engulfed by flames once a spark ignites. Since January
2000, 75 lives have been lost in dorm fires.
Currently, there’s no federal law requiring colleges and univer
sities to have sprinklers systems or even smoke detectors in their
residence halls, although some states do require them.
According to housing supervisor Cathy Anthofer, NMC’s East
Hall is one of the few college residence halls in the country with
every area of the hall covered by a sprinkler system - a feature
the college paid for after the 1998 fire. Along with an improved
alarm system and sprinklers, certain residents assistants are now
trained to check the fire alert systems on a regular basis.
“We learned a lot of lessons from the fire,” said Anthofer, who
took the reigns in East hall shortly after the fire.
But with a revolving student population, residents become in
sulated from previous tragedies as time goes by. And although fire
department personnel are routinely brought to campus, and fire
awareness weeks are held every year, students simply don’t seem to
care and won’t - until it happens again.
GARRET ELLISON
PRESS EDITORIAL BOARD
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MELISSA WAGONER
PRESS STAFF WRITER
Imagine if you were sick, and
instead of surgery, doctors could
cure you by injecting genetic material directly into the diseased part
of your body.
Gene therapy, the altering of
an individual’s defective genes
to correct a disease, is the Holy
Grail in the medical and scien
tific communities today. The
process is still in its developing
stages and has suffered a few setbacks, but it has also shown tre
mendous promise for the future
of medical care.
The main problem scientists
are struggling with now is how
to get the genetic material to the
place where it’s most needed, but
they are getting closer.
The most recent positive de
velopment was announced last
week when V-Kardia Inc., a bio
tech research firm in St. Paul,
Minnesota, said scientists at the
Baker'H eart Research Institute
had conducted successful preclinical results on the company’s tar
geted delivery system. They were
able to administer therapeutic
genes directly into the heart of a
large animal suffering from heart
failure, which is a leading cause of
death among humans with near
ly 5 million sufferers in the US
alone and a five-year survival rate
of less than 50 percent. Theirs is
the first reliable means of deliver
ing therapeutic genes directly into
the heart, thereby significantly re
storing heart function.
Basically, the aim of gene ther
apy is to cure or treat diseases
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caused by defective DNA, short
for deoxyribonucleic acid. DNA
carries genetic information and is
responsible for passing hereditary
characteristics from generation to
generation. It is the main “build
ing block” of all living things, ex
cept for a few viruses. When DNA
is damaged or altered so that the
encoded proteins cannot be gener
ated or function properly, genetic
disorders and diseases can arise.
For gene therapy to work, a
normal gene is inserted into a
person’s own genetic code via a
vector. Most often, the vector is a
genetically-altered virus that can
no longer cause disease and car
ries the human DNA. There are a
few types of viruses used to deliver
the DNA to the patient: retrovi
ruses, which can create doublestranded DNA copies of their
RNA (ribonucleic acid) genomes
and then integrate the DNA into
the chromosomes of the patient’s
cells; adenoviruses, which have
double-stranded DNA; adeno-related viruses, small viruses with
single-stranded DNA that can in
sert their genetic material on chro
mosome 19; and herpes simplex
viruses, double:stranded DNA vi
ruses that infect neurons.
The simplest non-viral vector
is the direct introduction of nor
mal, therapeutic DNA into af
flicted cells. Researchers are also
experimenting with adding an
artificial 47th chromosome into
target cells, and believe that the
body’s immune systems would
not attack the new chromosome.
The problem with this method
is the difficulty of introducing so
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large a molecule into a cell.
Once the target cells are in
fected with the viral vector (or
when the therapeutic DNA is
inserted into the target cells) the
therapeutic human gene is added
to the genetic makeup of the cell.
The generation of a working pro
tein by the new gene restores the
cell to a non-diseased state.
Gene therapy, despite all its
promise on paper, is still in its de
veloping stages in the real world.
The first clinical trial began in
1990. In January 2003, the therapy
suffered a major setback when the
FDA put a temporary halt to all
gene therapy trials using retrovi
ral vectors. They took this action
after two children developed and
died from leukemia-like conditions
after being successfully treated with
gene therapy for immunodeficien
cy disorders.
The restriction still stands,
though gene therapy is regard
ed as the treatment of the future.
Although it still requires further
testing before it can be readily
administered to human patients,
in time it will do wonders for in
dividuals suffering from genetic
disorders.
Already gene therapy is show
ing tremendous progress, as in
the case of the successful trials of
gene therapy on animal models
of heart failure by V-Kardia In
corporated. Perhaps when this
generation is middle-aged, ge
netic disorders which were once
thought incurable will be, in
fact, treatable via gene therapy. A
bright future is in store for us if
this is indeed to be the case.
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of campaign donations from
bankers and student-loan mid
dlemen rang much louder in
politicians’ ears.
The Senate proposal would
cut $ 15 billion from the stu
dent-loan program, but half of
that would be recouped through
two new grant programs for lowincome students.
The budget conferees must
stand up for the students. Not
much is at stake, except Ameri
ca’s economic future.
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In the 2002-'03 school year,
loans made up 80 percent of financial aid packages and 20 per
cent were grants - a big difference
from the 20-percent loans to 80percent grant ratio seen in 1975'76, according to the United
States Student Association Foun
dation.
The Center for Economic and
Policy Research says the major
cause of increasing student debt,
and that shift from grants to
loans is the rising cost of college.
“I have been awarding stu
dents grants for 30 years,” said
Steven E. Brooks, executive direc
tor of the North Carolina State
Education Assistance Author
ity. “I would like to see more Pell
Grants awarded, but the funding
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has not kept up with the increas
ing cost of college and number of
students applying?'
As student debt has contin
ued to grow, the USSA pioneered
the campaign “Stop the Raid on
Student Aid.” The 59-year-old
organization is trying to make
students aware of proposed leg
islation that could increase the
interest rate cap by more than 25
percent and includes cuts that
could trim $9 billion from stu
dent aid.
“Currently, we are experi
encing a worst-case scenario for
students,” said Jasmine Har
ris, USSA legislative director.
“First, you have an increasingly
small portion of the cost of col
lege being covered by grants, and
second, students are forced to
take (out) increasing amounts of
loans. Their disproportionately
high debt upon graduation pro
hibits them from participating
in the economy and all it has to
offer. It’s a lose-lose situation.”
The average senior graduated
with $17,600 in debt in 2004,
according to CEPR.
Though cost and loans are ris
ing as grants remain stagnant, the
College Board found that tuition
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increases at public universities
were not as large as they had been
in the last two years.
“The good news is that tuition
price increases have continued
to moderate over the past year,”
said David Ward, president of the
American Council on Education
in a press release. “But I remain
greatly concerned about the longterm outlook for college access in
this country and its potential im
pact on our ability to compete in
the global economy.”
The USSA seeks to not only
block legislation and cuts that
would adversely affect finan
cial aid, but also campaign for all
monies cut from higher education
to be marked for students. Others
agree that the government should
be held accountable to students.
“The federal and state govern
ments must increase their invest
ment in higher education. If we
fail to take these steps, our na
tion’s future economic standing
could be at risk,” Ward said.
CEPR's September report used
this example to put college cost
in perspective: In 1981, a student
could work full-time for mini
mum wage all summer and earn
two-thirds of a year of college.

But in 2005, a student would
have to work full-time for mini
mum wage year-round to afford a
year of college.
“Students are practically being
punished for not being able to af
ford college when they are born
or when they graduate from high
school,” Harris said. “That’s why
we must demonstrate the power
in students taking a stance.”
The College Board found that
over the last decade, Parent Loans
for Undergraduate Students
(PLUS) has become the fastest
growing student aid program,
and higher-income students are
currently benefiting from finan
cial aid more than their lower-income counterparts.
Though aid distribution may
not be just and costs continue to
rise and outpace grants, college is
still viewed as worth the sacrifice.
“Regardless if you have to go
part-time, work more than you
like or bypass your top choice for
a more affordable education, it’s
still much better for students to
go (to college) than not,” North
Carolina’s Brooks said. “Loans
may not be such a bad thing be
cause they are a great investment
in yourself.”

D o w n to w n s h o p s ro ll o u t t h e
c a rp e t fo r
M
en'sN
ight"EATHER ARNOLD
PRESS COLUMNIST
When it comes to Christmas shopping,
men still have the fourth quarter mental
ity. Not until the week before Christmas
do they even start thinking about people
to buy for. It’s a last-minute blitz through
Meijer or the mall unless Mom or the girlfriend has already done it for them. Am I
right? Be honest - men will do anything
to avoid the nightmare of Christmas shop
ping. Who in their right mind wouldn’t?
However, in my experience with the
opposite sex, it’s been a good thing when

men take their time. Luckily for us, down
town merchants agree.
Many downtown shops have been of
fering us ladies the opportunity to fill out
wish-lists this December. I’ve found wishlists to be a huge help. Shoppers get exactly
what they want, and gift recipiants still get
surprised. Plus, - men, listen up, - you
don’t have to fumble around with a little
scrap of paper because the lists have been
kept right at the specific stores, so you’ll
find exactly what she wants.
This is part of the thought behind
Men’s Night downtown on Dec. 22. More
than two dozen downtown stores have par
ticipated in this event for the past 10 years.
Stores and restaurants alike offer special
promotions
— food, beer,
discount’s, etc.
- to entice

men to join in the gift-giving spirit and
have a little fun of their own.
Some stores, like Venus, will even be of
fering an extra helping hand by providing
personal assistant’s, models, and free gift
wrapping. (Venus sells all sorts of chic top
of the line cosmetics, and exclusive home
spa like necessities).
Not to imply pressure, but if you’re
a man looking for that “most important
gift,” you might appreciate this extra in
struction. Remember that whatever you
give could make or break the relationship.
Gifts have meaning in her eyes, and if it
doesn’t in yours, at least make it be some
thing she really wants. A blender, or some
other tool: it’s over. Something involving
diamonds, or other sentimental gift: yours
forever.
Men’s Night lasts from 5:30 to 9 p.m.
I’d suggest getting an early start. Sit down

for a bite to eat at Amical located right on
E. Front St. - free appetizers at the bar!
— or, stop at Miners North on your way
up the street. They boast a huge selec
tion and prices to fit most budgets so you
might not want to blow past thinking,
“there’s no way I can afford that.” They will
be serving refreshments and hors d’oeuvres
for your enjoyment.
Later, you may want to hide your shop
ping bags in the trunk and stop in to
Mackinaw Brew Pub for Men’s Poker Nite
from 6 to 9 p.m. Mackinaw will also be of
fering $2 off appetizers and $2 pints.
Although the event is officially over at
9 p.m., some shops may stay open a little
later to fulfill their customer’s satisfaction.
Also, Happy Hour at Minerva’s kicks off at
9 p.m. for a dose of post-shopping spirits.
Find her the perfect gift and you can
still win the game on Christmas morning.
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