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Jack Stegenga,
NMC Board
ofTrustees
vice chairman,
abruptly resigned
his position on
Jan. 12. 

Stegenga The resigna-
tion came as a surprise to the 
other board members, who 
were not aware of Stegenga’s 
intent to resign, said board 
Chairwoman Cheryl Gore Follette.

Stegenga, 66, who served 
nine years on the board, indi
cated he was resigning because 
he had taken up residence in 
Suttons Bay. Board members 
must reside in Grand Traverse 
County to be eligible for a seat 
on the board.

“I’m sure he understood 
that,” said NMC spokesperson 
Dean Jones. “He’s been in
volved in the college for years.” 

Stegenga was elected to the 
board in 1996 and reelected 
in 2002. Board members serve 
six-year terms. Stegenga said 
he plans to continue a rela
tionship with the college. He 
is past president of the NMC 
Foundation, the fundraising 
arm for the college, which he 
helped start in the 1970s.

• See BO A RD  on page 3
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HALLWAY RUSH Students pack Scholars Hall in an effort to get to their next class on time. Denim filled hallways 
and lack of parking is a familiar sight for NMC students, but that doesn 't stop them  from coming. "Getting up early 
sucks," said Kami Clayton, a third-year nursing student. "It's another sem ester and it's som ething you have to do." 
This sem ester's student head count is down from the fall at 4,147.

N M C  c o n s i d e r i n g  " g e n e r i c "  d e g r e e

IVALARIE HANDY
Editor in Chief

Imagine if you could get an 
associate’s degree from NMC by 
taking only one required class 
and 59 credits of dance, pottery 
and photography.

NMC is beginning a con
versation that might make this 
seemingly strange scenario a re
ality.

At the mid-year conference 
on Jan. 12, President Tim Nel
son announced the possibility

of instituting a “generic” or gen
eral associate’s degree that would 
allow students the opportunity to 
graduate without worrying about 
which classes fall into what cat
egories.

The reason behind this move 
is Michigan’s current econom
ic slowdown has state lawmak
ers considering how to graduate 
more students. The state is debat
ing changing the formula it uses 
to distribute funds to universities 
and community colleges to in

clude graduation rates.
“People don’t go to commu

nity colleges for the same reasons 
they go to universities,” said State 
Representative Darwin Booher. 
Booher is chair of the Communi
ty College Task Force, which was 
established to brainstorm about 
the best possible ways to evaluate 
the job community colleges are 
doing in educating their students.

“As we look at funding in K- 
12, higher education and com
munity colleges, we want to see

some results,” said Booher. The 
task force is trying to find “indi
cators to help us get the best re
turn for Michigan’s students and 
parents.” NMC President Tim 
Nelson is one of four communi
ty college presidents on the task 
force.

One of the indicators being 
discussed is graduation rates. 
NMC is prepared to talk about 
the implementation of a general 
associate’s degree to combat the 
loss of funding that would ensue

• See D EG REE on page 2
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if funding and graduation rates 
were linked.

"To get the degree is not 
the point. It’s to get the educa
tion," said Booher. Nelson and 
Booher both agree that students 
don’t necessarily attend com
munity colleges with the goal of 
receiving an associate’s degree.

“Some students come for 
what I’ll call cluster class
es, or are going to transfer to 
a four year university,” said 
Nelson. "They’re not always 
here for a degree.”

Of the 28 community col
leges in Michigan, 17 already 
have a general associate de
gree in place. Macomb Com
munity College in currently 
awards Associate’s in Gener
al Studies degrees to students 
who have a cumulative GPA 
of 2.0, and earn any 62 credit 
hours (15 of which are from 
Macomb).

Rob Hughes, registrar at 
Macomb Community College, 
said, “Generally what we find 
is that students are tailoring it 
[the Associate in General Stud
ies degree] for transferring be
cause it’s more flexible than the 
other degrees.”

In the past, the faculty mem
bers worked together to decide 
on curriculum requirements 
and did not have to worry 
about much more than their 
students’ education. Nelson said

that if NMC’s funding becomes 
hinged on graduation rates, 
then the faculty may'have to 
look at the fiscal aspects more 
closely when initiating new cur
ricula, instead of only its qual-
ity. 

“We’re still going to make 
certain we’re preparing stu
dents the best we can,” said 
Nelson. “But we’re uncertain if 
[a general degree] will be im
plemented.”

The task force has also dis
cussed using graduation rate in
dicators only for students who 
entered with the goal of getting 
an associate degree or certifi
cate, and of possibly using con
tact hours as an indicator due 
to the fact that not all of the 
classes at community colleges 
are for credit, some are simply 
for continuing education. There 
may also end up being a com
bination of indicators that are 
used in a formula that is simi
lar to the way universities are 
funded.

“There are unanswered is
sues with this formula,” said 
Nelson. “It’s going to be a hard 
road with lots of conversation 
in Lansing.”

The task force has a deadline 
of Feb. 1 to provide its recom
mendations to the House ap- 
propriations committee. “And it 
looks as if we’re going to make 
that deadline,” said Booher.

E M P L O Y E E  O F  T H E  S E M E S T E R

College Relations photo/MEGAN YOUNG
WNMC-FM Station M anager Eric Hines, flanked by Dean Jones, public relations direc
tor on the left, and W alter "Jay" Hooper, Board of Trustees chair and President Tim 
Nelson on the right, accepts an award for fall 2005 Employee of the Sem ester at the 
Jan. 23 Board of Trustees meeting. Hines w as com m ended for supervising his 70-plus 
volunteer staff while increasing the listener num bers, starting a well-received morning 
show, and raising record num bers during the fall annual cam paign drive.
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■  FROM STAFF REPORTS

With the annual tax season 
upon us, options are available lo
cally to get those returns filed 
without a large chunk of money 
going to H&R Block.

The Volunteer Income Tax Assis
tance (VITA) program offers free tax 
preparation to low-income seniors, 
families and individuals. The pro
gram is run through the Northwest 
Michigan Tax Coalition and United 
Way of Northwest Michigan.

Families earning under 
$35,263 and individuals under 
$11,750 qualify.

“It’s totally free of charge,” said 
Susan McQuaid, director of the vol
unteer center at United Way. “No 
catches, no questions asked.”

McQuaid said many students 
who are unfamiliar with education 
credit options could benefit from 
the service.

The program was previously 
only available to seniors. This is the 
second year it’s available to families 
and individuals.

Those eligible can call the num
bers below for an appointment from 
Feb. 2, to April 14. Volunteers are 
certified through the IRS and can 
prepare and file state and federal re
turns, earned income credits, child 
credits, Michigan home heating 
credits, Michigan property tax cred

its and education credits.
On Saturday, Feb. 4, from 

state and federal returns, earned 
income credits, child credits, 
Michigan home heating cred
its, Michigan property tax credits 
and education credits.

On Saturday, Feb. 4, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., VITA is offering free 
walk-in tax preparation at the Ca
reer Tech Center on Parsons Rd in 
Traverse City. Another walk-in op
portunity will take place at Baker 
College in Cadillac on Feb. 11, from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. These “Super Sat
urday” specials include free child
care, free savings accounts, door 
prizes, food, free hair appointments 
and a community garage sale.

Visit, www.michiganeic.org for 
more information.
Numbers to  call by county: 
Michigan Works, Grand Traverse: 
231-929-0132 
Dept, of Human Services,
Benzie: 231-882-1330 
Dept, of Human Services,
Wexford: 231-779-4500 
Dept, of Human Services, Roscom
mon: 989-275-6807 
Dept, of Human Services,
Ogemaw: 989-345-6593 
Northwest Michigan Human Ser
vices Agency, Inc., with offices in 
Cadillac, Petoskey, and Traverse 
City: 231-947-3780, or 1-800- 
632-7334.

BO A R D  cont from page 1

Replacement candidates 
were immediately sought upon 
Stegenga’s resignation. 12 can
didates have submitted appli
cations, which will be reviewed 
by a special board committee 
that will conduct interviews 
with the applicants.

“Were hoping to swear in 
someone at the next board meet
ing” on Feb. 27, said Follette.

Whoever is selected to fill 
the vacancy will serve until the 
elections this November. Since 
Stegenga’s seat would not nor
mally be up for reelection, three 
candidates will campaign this 
November. The other seats up 
for election belong to Walter 
“Jay” Hooper and Ted Mattis.

B o a r d  m e m b e r s  

t i t l e  s w a p

The NMC Board of Trust
ees underwent a reorgani
zation of management at 
the Jan. 23 meeting held in 
the Great Lakes Campus.

The six remaining trust
ees elected four new officer 
positions within the board. 
Walter, "Jay" Hooper was 
elected chairman and given 
the gavel. K. Ross Childs 
was elected vice chairman. 
Ted Mattis was elected 
secretary and Elaine Wood 
was elected treasurer.

E x h i b i t i o n  h i g h l i g h t ’ s  

r e g i o n a l  a r t w o r k

T r a d i t i o n a l  a n d  ' n e w  m e d i a '  p i e c e s  o n  d i s p l a y

■  JOHN PARKER
■  Press staff writer

The Dennos Museum cleared its can
vas for local artists this month in preparation 
for the Northwest Michigan Regional Juried 
Exhibition. The second of its kind in the muse
um’s history, the competition pitted many local 
artists against their peers, and even some students 
against instructors.

“I was pretty stoked,” said Desell Sell upon 
learning his work was selected. Sell is photography 
major at NMC, who submitted an 18 by 20 inch 
digital print he took at a Kansas City meatpacking 
factory last October. The White Pine Press’ photo 
editor, Sell beat out several of his former instruc
tors’ entries, something he’s modestly boastful 
about. “They’re the ones who taught me!”

The show was juried by Dennis Nawrocki, Pro
fessor of Art at the College for Creative Studies in 
Detroit. The juried exhibition includes 95 piec
es out of 346 works submitted from 184 artists. 
Three of which won cash prizes of $500, $1,000, or 
$1,500. There was also a Viewer’s Choice prize of 
$150 (At press time, winners were unannounced).

The art ranges from traditional landscapes and 
photography to works in “new media” such as wax 
paper and thread or Styrofoam. These pieces pro

vided an absorbing variety to the show, such as 
Jerry Gates’ “Venetian Alley Wall.”

“I’ve been enamored with surfaces of all kinds, 
man-made versus nature,” said Gates, an NMC 
instructor.

Gates started with a swath of canvas stretched 
as tightly as possible. He added thick paints to the 
surface, running pencils through it, letting that 
dry for few days as he continued adding to the 
surface of the canvas. The effect is that the sur
face appears on the canvas upwards, it appears as 
though time is deteriorating it downwards.

“I try to put the viewer in the piece,” Gates 
said. “Let the viewer beware!”

Aware indeed, Nawrocki’s juror statement re
fers to the Art as “freethinking,” though some
times “confounding.”

“I see what a splendid museum this is in terms 
of what it can do,” Nawrocki said.

Museum Director Gene Jenneman echoed 
those sentiments.

" [A museum] can galvanize a community.” Jen
neman said, “It’s okay not to like something 
you’ve looked at, but it’s not okay not to look.” 

The exhibit opened on the Jan. 29, and runs 
until April 16. For more information visit the 
Dennos Museum Center’s website at www.denn- 
osmuseum.org, or call 231-995-1055.

http://www.michiganeic.org
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■ DAN TOMPKINS
Press staff writer

Keep it green! Keep it for 
families!

Those were some opinions 
expressed at the “Your Bay, Your 
Say” meeting held Jan. 19, in the 
Hagerty Center. The meeting was 
for community members to give 
feedback on six waterfront design 
concepts created by Michigan 
State University students for the 
future of Traverse City’s 12,000 
feet of shoreline.

MSU’s Small Town Design 
Initiative Professor Warren Rauhe 
started the meeting by inviting 
feedback on the six concepts. The 
audience mostly ignored the stu- 
dent ideas, instead focusing on new 
views and suggestions.

Ideas that drew applause from 
the 200-plus crowd centered on 
keeping the area as open as pos
sible.

“We tore down that building 
with the promise that it would be 
kept for open space,” said area resi
dent Dave McClary. “We said we 
wanted open space and we want 
open space!”

Traverse Symphony Orchestra 
member Andy Buelow's suggestion 
of building a permanent outdoor 
amphitheater was met with wide
spread approval.

An ornamental fountain was 
proposed, but met disapproval 
from some.

“An ornamental water fountain 
would be a distraction from what 
we are trying to preserve,” resident

Elmer Jamieson said.
Local builder and sportsman 

Harry Swystun expressed concern 
over fishing access to the Board- 
man River. 

“The riverfr ont is one of the 
best trout streams in the county 
and commercialization in that area 
would really change that,” he said.

The community seemed in
terested in ideas that would at
tract them and their families to the 
downtown area with a focus on uti
lizing existing structures.

A hot topic of the night was 
the soon to be vacated Clinch Park 
Zoo. McClary suggested that the 
space should be kept for children.

“The otters are what kids talk 
about when they go,” he said.

Residents showed reoccurring 
concern for how to keep the water- 
front attracting families, not par- 
tyers.

“The long stretch of beach can 
easily turn into an area of over-par- 
tying and we need to keep the park 
family oriented,” Buelow said.

Dr. Rauhe ended the meeting 
by saying, “Any way we can green 
things up, we will have to take a 
look at."

The next meeting will be held 
June 8 in the Hagerty Center. 
MSU’s students are slated to pres
ent a final vision for the water- 
front then. The existing designs 
can be viewed at www.ci.traverse- 
city.mi.us, or by asking at the 
City Planning Department in the 
Governmental Center on Board- 
man Ave.

NMC student Megan Allchin 
had never seen East Biloxi, Mis
sissippi, before Hurricane Katrina 
leveled the city, but she can now 
describe the city’s former streets, 
churches and schools with affection
ate precision.

Allchin andJeff Jackson, both 
Leelanau County residents, volun-. 
teered in the Gulf Coast region for 
3V2 months following August 29th’s 
devastating storm. They spoke with 
The White Pine Press about the 
surreal experience that changed both 
of their lives.

WPP: What are misconceptions 
people hold about the situation 
in Americas Gulf Coast?

ALLCHIN: A lot of peo
ple think that everything is okay 
right now, but it’s not. When we 
first got down there, it was much 
worse. There was severe wind 
damage up to 150 miles inland 
from the coast, and buildings 
ripped open everywhere. A town 
the size of Leland, called Bay Sr. 
Louis, was totally gutted. All of 
the town’s infrastructure was com
pletely blown away. The interior 
of the whole downtown: attor
ney’s offices, shops, restaurants, 
absolutely every home, every 
building -  just gone.

JACKSON: No one really 
had insurance in the whole Bi
loxi Peninsula. 80% of the people 
did not have homeowner insur
ance, and an even smaller percent
age had hurricane insurance. But 
even those with hurricane insur
ance are not getting any money 
because their insurance companies 
are claiming that it was a flood

because the water came up so 
high, 28 feet. So basically no one 
is getting any insurance money. 
Even people fully covered- w ith 
flood insurance - a ren’t getting 
even a third of what their house is 
worth. Some people’s homes were 
completely washed away, and 
they're still receiving only a frac
tion from having flood, home
owner’s, and hurricane insurance.

WPP: What is the mood of the 
people there?

ALLCHIN: People are still in 
shock from what they had to go 
through. Biloxi was not evacuated, 
and some people stayed through 
the storm which turned out to be 
much worse than anyone could 
have possibly imagined. Followed 
by family members of theirs dying, 
or their neighbors dying - i t just 
becomes conversation, the day-to- 
day. You don’t have any posses
sions, or you find them, or you see 
someone else rummaging through 
them. Or you watch the city just 
gobble up what was your house 
and throw it into a dumpster until 
it’sjust an empty muddy slot and 
you get a trailer. There are no trees 
anymore as it was before - a nd it 
was a beautiful place. The pictures 
are beautiful. uOV

n^qsi;
WPP: How did you end up in 
Biloxi, Mississippi?

JACKSON: We were on our 
way to New Orleans. But on the 
way down, we kept hearing all 
this bad stuff that was going on 
New Orleans about people get
ting shot at, how toxic it was, and 
that the water was still there. We

wondered how we were going to 
help in the flood of New Orleans 
without a boat.

ALLCHIN: Looking to vol
unteer, we were sent to the largest 
distribution center in the whole 
region: Red Cross. They threw us 
right to work. Within an hour, we 
were stuffing supplies into peoples 
cars - a nd there were lines with 
hundreds of cars, all day long.

Were there any positive parts of 
the experience?

JACKSON: It really gives you 
a different perspective. For exam
ple, it was the biggest deal when 
the grocery store opened - l ike 
the first time you’d heard of a mi
crowave. There was no place to 
go buy food for two and a half 
months, so to go to the corner 
and actually buy food seemed un
believable.

ALLCHIN: The best thing I 
did was go to an African Ameri
can Baptist church on a hot Sun
day morning. There was music, a 
big drum set, and a preacher sing
ing the whole time. When they 
called up the choir - i t was more 
than half the church: kids, grand
mas, everyone. It was just the first 
month after this awful disaster 
and there were huge piles of de
bris everywhere. The church was 
all gutted out, but everyone was 
dressed up in their best clothes. It 
was just really cool to see so many 
people together and so passionate 
about something -w hen in the 
day-to-day, it was just so frustrat
ing to get anything done. As dys
functional as it could be, I just fell 
in love with that place.



■ GARRET ELLISON
Press Staff Writer

In 2002, President Bush signed a se
cret order allowing the National Security 
Agency to eavesdrop on U.S. citizens and 
foreigners in the country -  seen as a seri
ous breach of the Bill of Rights. They have 
conceivably monitored millions accord
ing to an NSA whistleblower who went to 
the New York Times over a year ago. The 
paper held the story until Dec. 15.

The program bypassed a federal court 
that must approve of such domestic eaves
dropping under the 1978 Foreign Intelli
gence Surveillance Act.

"Accept it, or al-Qaeda will get you” is 
the message coming out of the unrepen
tant White House. President Bush has 
defended the program as legal under a 
resolution in Congress passed soon after 
9/11, which authorizes tapping interna
tional communications of people consid
ered terror threats, but not even the GOP 
is completely buying it. Sen. Arlen Specter, 
R-Penn., said the president should not ex
pect a “blank check” from Congress while

they determine whether he operated with
in the law. Sen. Specter is chairman of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, which has 
planned hearings in February.

What you should know
The Bush Administration has yet to 

define exacdy how they deem someone a 
terrorist threat. They have indicated only 
communications into the country from Af
ghanistan or Iraq are being listened to, but 
that hasn’t proven to always be so. In mid- 
December, MSNBC revealed that an April 
2005 antiwar protest by Students Against 
War at University of California-Santa Cruz 
was labeled a “credible threat” on a Pentagon 
surveillance database and was monitored pe
riodically throughout the year. California leg
islators are demanding answers.

The president has called the program a 
“vital tool” and Dick Cheney said it’s saved 
“thousands of lives.” However, the FBI 
has recently gone public, saying the glut 
of information obtained through the NSA 
wiretaps was found to be mostly useless, 
either leading to dead ends, or innocent 
Americans.

In January, two separate lawsuits were

filed in federal court against the president 
and top members of the NSA. One was filed 
by the Center for Constitutional Rights, the 
other by the American 
Civil Liberties Union 
and other groups, who 
say the spying program is 
bypassing safeguards in the 
Foreign Intelligence Sur
veillance Act. The Center 
for Constitutional Rights 
currendy represents several 
terror detainees and is con
cerned the U.S. govern
ment may have used the 
wiretaps in connection to 
their cases.

If illegal wiretaps are 
a necessity for catch
ing terrorists, then do 
those w ire taps only 
stop a t som e yet-to- 

be-defined day in the 
future when all the 

terrorists are caught?

Navigating a slippery slope
Suspending liberties for security dur

ing wartime isn’t new. Presidents have 
long consolidated power during a con
flict. Lincoln suspended the Writ of 
Habeas Corpus during the Civil War, 
Franklin Roosevelt had Japanese-Ameri- 
cans put into camps. Nixon authorized 
wiretaps on domestic “subversives.”

But the “War of Terror” is such a dif
ferent beast. If illegal wiretaps are a neces
sity for catching terrorists, then do those 

wiretaps only stop at some 
yet-to-be-defined day in the 
future when all the terrorists 

are caught? And if the upper- 
echelon Bush team, with their 
long track record of lying to 
the public to muddy the de
bate, is willing to throw aside 
the Constitution in this in
stance, why should we believe 
they won’t do it again?

Attorney General Alberto 
Gonzales has been publicly 
defending the “terrorist sur

veillance program," (as the White House 
wishes it termed) as technically legal based 
on interpretation of the FISA. Accord
ing to the Associated Press, at Georgetown 
University more than a dozen students in 
the audience turned their backs on him 
in protest. They held up a banner with a 
paraphrased Benjamin Franklin quote: 
“Those who would sacrifice liberty for se
curity deserve neither.”



N M C  M a g a z i n e  

f o r g e t t i n g  o b l i g a t i o n  

t o  c o n t e n t

The NMC Magazine, for anyone who’s unfamiliar, is a biannual 
publication dedicated to the fine art and literary work of NMC stu- 
dents. We fancy ourselves unconditionally supportive of any project 
that helps support the arts, especially in a college setting. We’re great 
fans of the publication.

However, we do have an issue  with the magazine’s recent re- 
leases. That’s because for the last two publications, the NMC 
Magazine hasn’t actually been a magazine -  at least not in the 
traditional sense.

This past fall’s issue, released in December, is in calendar format. 
For the sake of the visuals, we admit this isn’t a bad concept. How
ever, there’s a reason that The New Yorker, for example, is never re
leased as a calendar: it’s a woefully inconvenient format if someone 
wants to read the magazine.

This format shortchanges the 
literary end of the journal. Not 
only is the calendar too large and 
unwieldy to hold comfortably for 
reading, but the writing selections 
are displayed upside-down on the 
backs of the pages. We know the 
magazine’s staff values their sub
missions, but while analyzing the 
treatment of these 12 exceptional 
essays, poems and works of fiction, 
the dedication just doesn’t show. Writing is meant to be read and 
a literary magazine, above all things, ought to provide trouble-free 
access to its literature.

The calendar issue isn’t the first example, either. The previous 
year’s issue was released on DVD format, which poses some similar 
problems and some altogether new ones. Again, the literary end got 
a raw deal, as DVD is far better suited to visuals than writing. Fur
thermore, DVDs require a DVD player, which eliminates the option 
of browsing the magazine at one’s leisure at coffee shop or on a park 
bench, for example. At least the calendar issue allows this, though 
readers might catch some puzzled looks from passers-by as they fum
ble with the long, ungainly pages.

We feel it would be best for the NMC Magazine to return to the 
tried-and-true published booklet. It’s not flashy, but it’s comfortable. 
It works. It also allows the literary end to carry equal weight. Regret
tably, this won’t be the case too soon, as the Spring 2006 edition is 
expected to be another DVD release.

We understand the emphasis the magazine’s staff places on cre
ativity, and to their credit, the visual designs of late have been ter
rific. There’s clearly a skilled crew involved. But the NMC magazine’s 
first obligation is to all of its content, and the recent format changes 
simply don’t show that. We agree creativity is positively essential in 
an art-related magazine -  but that’s what the submissions are for.

BEN WETHERBEE
Press Editorial Board

A n o te  a b o u t  th e  W P P  re d e s ig n : As you may have no
ticed, the White Pine Press underwent a facelift. We felt it was time 
to rethink our design strategy for a number of reasons, none of 
which we will bore you with. We will say that as a staff, it’s our hope 
the new look presents our editorial content in a clean, professional 
and readable package. We’re curious to know what you think about 
our new format, so please send us your thoughts. In the meantime, 
happy reading!

THE WPP STAFF

By n o w  y o u  m a y  h a v e  n o t ic e d  t h a t  t h e  n e w  s e m e s t e r  h a s  b r o u g h t  

s o m e  c h a n g e s  to  t h e  W h i t e  P in e  P r e s s .  O n e  o f  w h ic h  is t h e  c h a n g e  in 

e d i to r s .  I h a v e  b e e n  c h o s e n  to  b e a r  t h e  g r e a t  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  a n d  p r iv i

l e g e  o f  a ll  t h a t  t h e  t i t l e  " E d ito r  in C h ie f"  e n ta i l s .

D o n o t  f e a r  f o r  y o u r  b e lo v e d  P r e s s .  A s  G a r r e t  Ell is o n 's  s u c c e s s o r  I 

w ill t ry  m y  b e s t  to  f o l lo w  in h is  p a th  a n d  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  i s s u e s  t h a t  m a t 

t e r  to  y o u . I w ill  c o n t in u e  lo o k in g  fo r  s to r i e s  t h a t  y o u  w ill  e n jo y  r e a d in g  

a n d  m a y b e  e v e n  la u g h  a t  s o m e t im e s .

T h is  is a  g r e a t  n e w  a d v e n tu r e  fo r  m e , w h ic h  I w e lc o m e  w i th  j u b i l a n t  

t r e p i d a t io n ,  a n d  I h o p e  y o u  w ill  a ll c o n t in u e  to  p ick  u p  th i s  p a p e r  a s  

y o u  t r a v e l  o n  y o u r  o w n  n e w  a d v e n tu r e s .  I lo o k  f o r w a r d  to  s e rv in g  y o u  

a ll to  t h e  b e s t  o f  m y  a b i l i t i e s .

V A L A R IE  H A N D Y

E d ito r  in C h ie f






















