
C o l l e g e  

r a d i o  

c a p t u r e s  

v o i c e s  f r o m  

I r a q

■ JEFF GAMMAGE
Knight Ridder Newspapers

SWARTHMORE, Pa. -  
To a group of Swarthmore 
College students, the news re
ports from Iraq often seem like 
a continuous loop of stories 
about deadly roadside bomb
ings, inconclusive street skir
mishes and baffling political 
disputes.

What’s missing, they say, 
are the voices of ordinary Iraqi 
citizens.

Their solution is “War News 
Radio,” a small program that’s 
starting to get big attention by 
broadcasting incisive accounts 
and observations of people 
caught up in the conflict.

Using the tools on their 
desks -  phones and comput
ers -  the student journalists 
connect with Iraqis and others 
in the region to paint a portrait 
of daily life that’s all but invis
ible on the nightly news.

“We had this pretty grand 
hope that once we began edu
cating ourselves, we could ac
tually bring something to the 
media that people weren’t get
ting,” says Amelia Templeton, 
a senior history major and one 
of three “War News Radio” 
editors.

A recent program featured 
an Iraqi artist describing how 
he incorporates images of the 
violence into his paintings. In 
another show, a U.S. Marine, a

• See IRA Q  on page 4
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A FRIGID FINISH Engineering Club President David Coger navigates the NMC mini Baja racer around hairpin turns 
on the icy track in Houghton, w here the club took first place am ong 22 other entries.

■ JOE SARAFA
Special to the Press

NMC took first place in the 2006 Blizzard 
Baja endurance race, held on Saturday, Feb.
18, in Houghton, beating out 22 other entries 
from schools such as Univesity of Michigan, 
Georgia Tech and the host school, Michigan 
Tech.

“My adrenaline was pumping, the wind 
was rushing past me, people were screaming. I 
knew I couldn’t let anyone pass me in the last 
leg of the race,” said David Coger, NMC En
gineering Club president and Baja driver.

As the only community college entered in 
the race, NMC’s budget of $9,200 for this proj

ect is tiny compared to the six figure amounts 
that some universities have to work with.

But at the finish line, it didn’t matter. 
“Our team had determination. When it 

came down to which car was toughest, our 
car couldn’t be beat! It was bigger, heaver and 
stronger then the rest,” said Jim Coughlin, 
club adviser. “We had the Humvee of mini 
Baja racers.”

The race had two 90-minute heats. Com
petitors maneuvered their handmade car 
around an icy track filled with tight S-curves, 
large moguls and jumps up to six feet in 
height. The team that completed the most 
laps in the time allotted won the day.

NMC’s team had 25 laps the first heat and 
28 in the second, beating out U of M Dear
born, a prestigious automotive engineering 
school, by a staggering margin of three laps.

“We went to the U.P. to have a good time 
but we never expected to win. After the race 
they held an awards ceremony in our honor 
at the Houghton town hall,” said Engineer
ing Club Vice President and pit crew member 
Laura Jo Prusakiewicz.

In addition to bragging rights, the engi
neering club won a massive trophy made from 
an ATV engine.

The day of the event, racers and fans were

• See B A JA  on page 2



T H I N K  S P R I N G

Press.photo/DESELL SELL
Mo McManus, second-year environmental science major, waters plants at NMC's green
house. The abundance of vegetation, along with warm tem peratures, makes the house a 
welcome break from winter's cold. M aintenance and residence of the greenhouse is nor
mally reserved for botany students said Keith Overbaugh, environmental science instruc
tor, but anyone can if they really have an interest in helping out. Greenhouse hours vary, so 
please check with the Science and Math departm ent for more information.

B A JA  cont. from page 1
greeted with sub-zero temperatures and fierce 
winds. Twenty-fi ve NMC students and instructors, 
armed with ski jackets and video cameras, were 
present to support the team.  

Building a 300-pound car that can endure a 30 
plus mile per hour trip around a track made entire
ly of snow and ice is no small feat. Only 68 percent 
of the cars were able to finish the race.

During the construction of their Baja car, the 
club had the great idea to make the car capable 
of running in reverse. This function was not in- 
clueded on other cars, which needed teammates 
to push them back on the track when they found 
themselves in a snow bank. It was ideas like this 
that gave the clever students a leg up on the 
competition.

"All cars are required to have the same 10 horse
power engine so it really comes down to ingenu
ity in the suspension system," said Coughlin. “A 
good suspension system, as well as a superior drive

mechanism, transmission and axle can make all the 
difference. But in the end, having reverse saved our 
butts. I think that’s the reason we won.”

The scuffs and tire marks on the side of NMC’s 
car from other drivers trying to pass would indicate 
that it wasn’t an easy road to first place.

“That is the sorest I’ve felt in a long time,” said 
Brad Muma, one of the four NMC Baja drivers. 
“My neck was killing me.”

Other cars had some nasty rollovers and crashes, 
but because of Baja racing’s extensive safety require
ments, there were no injuries besides one serious 
case of frostbite.

Other than & small throttle problem near the 
end of the race, nothing slowed down the NMC 
Engineering Club and their car.

NMC’s Engineering Club proved that talent
ed students from a small town community college 
could compete with major universities from across 
the country and come out on top.

Photo courtesy College Relations
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DIGGING OUT NMC student Libby Sem eyn clears her vehicle Friday afternoon, Feb. 
17. A winter storm  dum ped a foot of snow  on the region the night before, closing the 
college at 5 p.m., and keeping it closed until Saturday.

W i c k e d  w i n t e r  s t o r m  

c l o s e s  c a m p u s

S e c o n d  o r  t h i r d  s n o w  d a y  in  1 8  y e a r s ,  s a y s  g r o u n d s  c r e w  c h i e f

■ GARRET ELLISON
Press Staff Writer

While a snow day may be a coveted tradition 
among public school students, they are a relative rarity 
in this college setting. 

"We've had four ice days, and this is the second or 
third snow day in 18 years," said Ed Blough, the vet
eran NMC grounds crew chief, who has been firing up 
his plow truck on cold mornings at the college for that 
length of time.

Blough and his crew fought a losing batde with the 
elements on Thursday, Feb. 16, while inside, the col
lege administrators made the decision to bag it for the 
night. NMC officially closed at 5 p.m. and did not re
open until Saturday, Feb 18, making Friday the first 
full snow day in recent memory. The college does not 
keep records of such  events.

“We had a lot of people at the University Center 
getting stuck,” Blough said regarding the storm that 
snowed in people around 25 counties in northern 
Michigan. Near blizzard conditions, "high winds, and 
extensive drifting blanked the area with a foot and a 
half of snow in some areas'. "There's  no way we could 
have kept (the campus) open.. "

All events at the college, including M-TEC, the 
University Center, and Great Lakes Campus were can
celled, including a special session of the Board of Trust
ees, which was to consider President Nelsons raise and 
performance review and interview candidates for the 
board vacancy, and the International Affairs Forum lec
ture at the Milliken Auditorium:

Stephen Siciliano, the vice president for educational 
services, makes the call on whether to close the cam

pus, cancel classes, or delay the school’s opening. The 
college must announce whether they are intending to 
close by 3 p.m. in order to stay two hours ahead of the 
next set of classes, he said, and to make sure the word 
gets out to the media.

"There's a number of factors. Can the lots and walk
ways be cleared? If not, then we can’t open,” Siciliano 
said. “Also, what are the businesses in town doing?”

He and other administrators confer with the 
grounds crew to get the scoop on how the situation is 
shaping up.

John Parker, head of the facilities department, said 
the conditions were nasty on Friday morning while he 
was driving into campus.

“I came in early in the morning and it was a white- 
out all the way from Kingsley,” he said. “Which meant 
the road conditions were real bad. I didn’t see any of 
the county plow and salt trucks.”

Parker called the county sheriff dispatcher, who said 
the main roads and highways were plowed but drifting 
over, many people were getting stuck and the second- 
ary roads were very hazardous. Parker’s crew got the col
lege under control, but the roads were still impassable.

“Campus was cleared,” he said. "But do you want 
to take the risk? Its safer to close the school."

Although NMC closed the night before,  the deci
sion to close on Friday was made at 6 a.m.

“You know how the weather is in Michigan,” Park
er said, "It's a whole new ballgame in the morning."  

Although students and instructors get the day off 
on a snow day not all NMC personnel get the luxury.

“I was here,” Siciliano said. "I live close to campus 
so I walked. I didn’t get many calls.”

L e e l a n a u  s n o w k i t e r s  

h a r n e s s  t h e  w i n d

E m e rg in g  s p o r t  g a in in g  p o p u la r i ty  in M ic h ig a n

■  CAITITHOMPSON
■  Press Staff Writer

For Scott Searles, there’s no 
better way to spend a blustery 
winter day than racing across a 
frozen lake on a snowboard at
tached to a large, wind-pulled kite.

“It’s just a hoot,” said Scott 
Searles, a 46-year-old kiteboard- 
ing enthusiast who took part in 
the region’s first annual kite- 
boarding derby held Feb. 17 on 
Lake Leelanau. “If you can har
ness Mother Nature like this, it 
makes winter a lot more fun.”

Kiteboarding, or snow kit
ing as it’s sometimes called, is an 
emerging sport across the globe. 
It began as an extreme tropical 
water sport in the 1990s. Partici
pants attach a large kite to skis 
or a snowboard to harness the 
wind. Riders can reach speeds in 
excess of 30 miles per hour.

According to Searles, the 
snow version developed in the 
mountains where folks lack
ing the Cash for a helicopter ride 
could access the mountaintops 
via kiteboarding.

“Kiteboarding has grown re
ally fast in other states,” Searles 
said. “And it is picking up here 
in Michigan, too.”

Brian Buchler, who owns 
Grand Bay Kite located in down
town Traverse City, joined Searles.

Buchler helped organize the 
event and conducts lessons in snow 
kiting throughout the winter.

“Right now everyone is just 
having fun with the wind,” Bu
chler said. “But we are going to

get some races set up.
Saturday’s event was part of 

the Michigan Big Point Series 
and included some races and 
other competitions.

“I kind of wish I hadn’t orga
nized this so that I could be out 
there,” Buchler said.

Erik Thompson, a repre
sentative from the Ozone and 
Cabrinha kite board companies, 
was also at the derby.

"I go to events like these all 
over Michigan,” Thompson said. 
“There are a lot of experienced 
kiters out there, and they came 
from all over, even as far as Min
nesota and Ohio.”

According to Thompson, 
kiteboarding is one of the fastest 
growing sports in the country.

“Kites are being made a lot 
safer now,” he said. “And they 
are much more affordable than 
they used to be. A good kite 
will only run you about $500 to 
$750, and it is one of the easier 
sports to learn.”

Broneah Kiteboarding, also 
based out of Traverse City, was 
conducting lessons this month. 
They offer camps, equipment 
and personalized lessons. They 
were featured this month on the 
cover of Kiteboarding Magazine.

At the la ke Leelanau derby, 
Steve Cannaert, 29, testified as to 
,how easy kiteboarding is to learn.

“I started in August and I’m 
pretty good now,” he said. “I’m 
from Brighton, so it is pret
ty cool coming up here to this 
huge space and boarding with so 
many other people.”



IRA Q  cont. from page 1
a Muslim, talked about what it’s like to fight in Iraq. In a third seg- 
ment, the head of the Iraqi stock exchange discussed the state of the 
country’s financial infrastructure. (Yes, Iraq has a viable exchange, 
though these days the fortunes of its stocks are displayed on a dry- 
erase board, hand-written in felt-tip marker.)

"People manage,” says Wren Elhai, a 19-year-old political sci
ence major. “People carry on what would be almost normal lives, if 
they weren’t telling you about hearing a bomb go off.”

How do the students snare interviews with people living 6,000 
miles away?

They simply call them up. Of course, they have to find them first.  
For that they mine names and contact information from college fac

ulties, relief organizations, friends of friends. The Internet offers directo
ries that are the next best thing to an Iraqi phone book, along with blogs 
written by combatants and civilians who can be reached via e-mail.

Top that off with Skype software -  which allows people to talk 
over the Internet for free, using microphones and headsets -  and it 
can be easier to reach an Iraqi from a college newsroom in Swarthmore 
than from a hotel room in Baghdad.

“Getting in touch with Iraqis has not been the insurmountable 
challenge it seemed to be at the start,” Elhai says. “You run into more 
brick walls trying to get someone in the U.S. military to talk to you.” 

The students ask questions that are disarmingly simple: Is the Iraqi 
university system still functioning? (Yes, despite widespread looting.)

Do Iraqis ever go on vacation? (They do, to Egypt.) Will Iraq send 
athletes to the Olympics? (One, a skeleton sledder, the first Iraqi to 
compete in the Winter Games.)

At first, “none of us had any clue what we were doing,” says Tev 
Kelman, 22, a senior majoring in anthropology.

But he and others had an interest in the war, a sense that history 
was occurring in front of them, and a belief that small, intimate tales 
could help tell the larger story.

“One thing I really like about this journalism is you’re not required, 
or even allowed, to deliver a verdict,” Kelman says. “An OK answer is, 
‘It’s complicated.'"

The students say their reporting comes with unusual freedoms but 
also unique challenges. For one thing, the Iraqis interviewed on air 
represent a narrow slice of the populace, in that they speak good Eng
lish and are willing to cooperate with American reporters. And because 
the interviews are conducted by phone, it can be hard to ascertain 
whether people are who they say they are. Also, because the program 
is based at an Eastern, elite, liberal college, the students battle the pre
sumption that the show is edited to please Eastern elite liberals.

“We want to do an honest job,” says Eva Barboni, a 21-year-old 
junior majoring in political science and economics. Adds Temple
ton: “We don’t have a political goal. We have a journalistic goal, and 
the journalistic goal is to be an independent voice, and try to get Iraqi 
voices into the American media.”

“War News Radio” airs Fridays at 8 p.m. EST on college station 
WSRN-FM, and is also available via podcast and the Internet at www. 
warnewsradio.org.

With the governor’s race gearing 
up for this fall, Great Lakes water 
diversion is expected to be a hotly 
contested issue. Locally, the decom
missioning of the Boardman River 
dams has drawn concern over pos
sible social, economic, and environ
mental impacts. As Chair of the 
Environmental Science Department 
at NMC, Michael Jacobson close
ly studies local and regional water 
trends and offers explanations to en
vironmental questions. He spoke to 
the White Pine Press about the latest 
dig on water in Northern Michigan.

WPP: What should Northern 
Michigan residents know about 
lake levels?

JACOBSON: Incredible 
amounts of water move in and 
out of the Great Lakes. Lake lev
els fluctuate about a foot each 
year. Highest levels are reached in 
the summer and lowest levels are 
reached in mid-winter, so it’s not 
really fair to compare a level in 
January to a level in July.

Water levels have gone up and 
down historically. Record lows 
were set in 1964 and highs were 
in 1986. Currently, Lake Michi
gan is about 47 inches lower than 
the record high and 13 inches 
higher than the record low. So 
when people say, 'Save our shore
line,' you might say, 'From what, 
natural processes?'

WPP: What is up with the 
weather this winter?

JACOBSON: [laughs] The 
northern branch of the jet stream 
(until the most recent snow- 
storm), had not really been that 
strong -  it was north of us. With 
frequent Pacific systems coming 
out of the Southwest, it literally

was not cold enough for lake ef
fect snow until the first week of 
February.

The optimal condition for 
snowflakes to grow in the clouds 
has to be negative 15° Celsius 
(5°F), and until recently, we just 
had not met that threshold.

It doesn’t help spring lake lev
els if we don’t get the snow pack. 
Traverse City tied for the warm
est January on record. A lower 
amount of ice cover on the lakes 
increases evaporation, coupled 
with decreased runoff from the 
spring melt, and Lakes Michigan 
and Huron are going to get lower. 
That’s my guess.

WPP: What is happening with 
the Boardman River dams?

JACOBSON: Traverse City 
Light and Power has decommis
sioned the four Boardman River 
dams which means they’re going 
to pull out the hydroelectric gen
erating capacity. There are still a 
huge number of questions that 
need to be answered and it's going 
to take years before they do it.

Some people are flatly opposed 
to ripping out the dams -  pri
marily people that own property 
on one of the ponds behind the 
dam. A lot of other people feel 
that they should be removed for 
safety concerns. The dams are old, 
it’s going to cost an incredible 
amount of money to repair them 
and keep them in safe condition. 
Who’s going to pay that expense?

Interestingly, this is one of the 
first times in the nation where of
ficials are not only considering the 
engineering and environmental 
impacts associated with removing 
the dams, but they’re also looking 
at the social and economic im

pacts. They’re trying to get every
one involved.

WPP: What will happen as a 
result of removing the dams?

The dams were built in high 
gradient stretches of the river, 
so when they tear them out, it’s 
going to be awesome canoeing 
and kayaking.

If they tore out Union Street 
dam, Boardman Lake would be 
several acres smaller. The shore
line would drop and it would ex
pose a lot of bottom sediment, so 
there are a lot of good reasons to 
retain Union Street dam. I think 
some of the other dams will likely 
be removed because the cost of 
maintaining them is going to be 
tremendous.

If one of those dams let loose, 
it isn’t going to be getting in there 
and warning people to get them 
out -  it’s going to be a recovery 
effort. It happens so fast.

Part of the solution with the 
Boardman Dams is promoting 
good stewardship. When you ed
ucate people, and they understand 
and gain an appreciation for how 
the ecosystem works, they’ll be a 
lot more willing to accept some of 
the control that the government 
pushes on them in regards to land 
use. I think that their approach 
of soliciting public comments is a 
good way to go.

WPP: What kinds of changes 
will Michigan residents see in 
the next 20 to 100 years?

JACOBSON: I think that 
more and more people will want 
access to our water resources. 
Hopefully wc have the environ
mental laws in place to limit 
withdrawals.





S t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t i n g  w r o n g  

f o r  c o l l e g e s

On February 9, The New York Times published an article about 
President Bush’s Commission on the Future of Higher Education.

The chairman of the commission is Charles Miller, a former re
gent in the University of Texas system, who during his tenure in 
that job advocated the use of standardized testing at the collegiate 
and university levels. The Times quoted Miller as saying that what is 
lacking in higher education is “a nationwide system for comparative 
performance, purposes, using standard formats.”

His rationale as reported by The Daily Texan: “The federal gov
ernment currently collects a great deal of information from the high
er education system." Miller wrote, “It may be time to re-examine 
what the government collects to make sure that it’s useful and help
ful to the consumers of the system."

It is this characterization of students of higher education as “consum
ers” that makes us wonder if Miller understands what college is really .about.

Yes, college students make decisions about where to spend their 
money and where to invest in their future based upon the quality of 
the education they will receive there. But comparing colleges based 
on student performance on standardized tests is ridiculous.

First of all, going to college is about getting an education in 
a field of your choice, and your 
choice should be based on what is 
best for you, as an individual. Not 
on what the “nationwide standard 
format” says is best.

Just because a school gets the 
highest scores on a fill-in-the-bub- 
ble-with-a-number-two-pencil test 
does not mean that it is the best 
place for every student looking for
knowledge. There is so much more to an education than what you 
can find in books, or that can be tested on in a classroom.

College is not simply about getting a piece of paper that says you 
are smart. It is about teaching students the skills they will need to be
come successful in life. College is also about the things students are 
exposed to along their way to getting that piece of paper.

How can a standardized test measure the ability to handle stress 
while juggling jobs and homework and friends? College is about learn
ing, but it is also about discovering when it is time to play and when 
it is time to bust your butt and get your work done. College is about 
striving to do your best and transforming yourself into a well rounded, 
functioning member of society instead of just some “punk kid.”

We wonder how such a system could even be put in place in a way that 
would produce worthwhile data. High school students are highly motivat
ed to do well on standardized tests like the MEAP, ACT and SAT because 
there is a clear incentive: get a good score, go to a better college.

Hand a college student a standardized test in their third year. Tell 
them that they need to take it so that “we can improve institutional 
quality and cross-institutional comparisons at the national level. It 
will only take about 5 hours.” The student will likely say, “Sorry, I 
need to write a 20-page term paper....for my major.”

If standardized testing were ever to be widely implemented, there 
would have to be some incentive linked to it, like a tuition reim
bursement, or a credit-waiver. Who is going to pay for that? Not the 
federal government, they have enough trouble paying their own bills.

Our view: this is a politically motivated move to further under
cut and dilute higher education. By making colleges and universities 
fight against this, the administration will be able to argue that the 
“liberals” in higher education have again refused to prove that the 
federal funds that they receive are being well spent, and so colleges 
and universities will no doubt have to spend more time and money 
teaching students the basic skills that public education (where stan
dardized tests have long been the norm) has failed to instill in them, 
when they should be lighting the fires" of intellectual curiosity in 
their students.

VALARIE HANDY
Press Editorial Board

L E T T E R  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

A d m in  p o s i t i o n s  n o t  n e w  t o  N M C
Being a former NMC administrator, I always 

read the White Pine Press. I was especially inter
ested in the Feb. 13 article and editorial concern
ing President Nelson’s announcement to restructure 
positions and to create a vice president for finance 
and administration, director of campus services 
and director of enrollment management positions. 
Based on the information in the article, there ap
pears to be some concerns over the “new” positions 
by some faculty members and writers of the news
paper.

It’s important for readers and members of the 
NMC Community to understand that these are 
not new positions. In the 1990s, I served as direc
tor of campus services for a period of six years. I 
reported to the vice president of business and ad
ministrative services. I also worked with the stu- 
dent services staff, which included a director of 
enrollment management and dean of students.

The duties of the positions were virtually the same 
as the duties outlined by President Nelson in his 
memo to the faculty and staff.

Without having actual data, I would venture 
to state that the number of administrators that are 
classified as student services and administrative ser
vices are not significantly different than they were 
ten years ago.

It is important that issues are openly discussed 
and reviewed at the college but it is also critical that 
an historical perspective is also studied so that all of 
the facts are analyzed before opinions are formed.

I was pleased to read that Mr. Ed Bailey was se
lected as the director of campus services. I had the 
pleasure to work with Mr. Bailey during my tenure 
at NMC but also on several projects since depart
ing the college and he is and outstanding individu
al that will be a tremendous asset to the college.

CHETJANIK
Superintendent, Buckley Community Schools



A r e  w o m e n  b e t t e r  s u i t e d  f o r  

s a l e s  t h a n  m e n ?

ANDREA HEMPHILL
Special to the Press

According to many publications, women possess 
a better ability to listen to and read their customers’ 
needs.

But because they have always catered to their 
customers’ desires in cute dresses and large smiles, 
women are often stereotyped as being receptionists, 
nurses or waitresses.

Since the Great Depression, women have been 
proving to their male counterparts and themselves 
that they can thrive in the business world, do the 
same jobs as men, and do them even better.

When you look at the automobile or computer 
industries, you typically picture men dominating the 
sales fields. But an encouraging sign of the changing 
times is that women are getting more jobs in these 
very industries.

Part of the reason for this may be that women sim
ply have more of their own money to spend now and 
they like being sold to by other women. But maybe 
women are just better at selling, period.

“Women are detail-oriented and have better listen
ing skills,” said Kristi Soper, BMW Service Advisor at 
Grand Traverse Auto in Traverse City.

Soper said that people frequently approach her 
thinking she is the receptionist. Many people are sur
prised when they find out a female is the head of the 
service department.

“Mostly men and sometimes women are skeptical 
of my knowledge and will ask me questions as a way 
to test my ability,” she said. “When I pass the test, the 
relationship between myself and the person changes.”

She also said that women tend to be better listen
ers. “Men seem to predetermine what the problem is 
before a technician even looks at it,” said Soper.

Research confirms Soper’s experience.
The Profile of Nonverbal Sensitivity, a test de

signed by Harvard psychologist Robert Rosenthal, 
measures one’s ability for reading people and their

emotions by using facial expressions, tone of voice 
and gestures. This test was given to over 7,000 people 
all over the United States and in 18 other countries. 
The result: women tended to be better at reading peo
ple than men. This implies that women would be bet- 
ter at selling.

According to the Census Bureau, between 1983 
and 1999, women held more jobs in sales-related po
sitions in almost every occupational category, includ
ing insurance, real estate and advertising. They lost 
jobs in retail-clerking and cashier positions.

The Census Bureau’s 2003 numbers showed that 
women have continued their climb up the corporate 
ladder.

“Women have started to outnumber men in col
lege sales courses. It was only 10 to 15 years ago when 
there were few, if any, women in my selling classes,” 
said Ball State University Marketing professor, Ramon 
Avila in the Ball State Daily News.

But all is not good news.
Women continue to lag behind in “first line super

visory” positions, which means that women provide 
the interface with the public, but are still being man
aged by men.

Women also continue to lag behind in financial 
services and commodities sales positions.

As women become more free to choose the di
rection of their studies and are continuously receiv
ing support and encouragement from other women 
paving their own way towards goals previously set by 
men, women are seeing their potential expanding to 
meet their goals.

Understanding that women listen to a customer’s 
needs better, are better at empathizing with the cus
tomer, and can read the type of customer and adjust 
their sales approach from just a few minutes of inter
action, it is easy to see why women would be better in 
sales careers than men.

Sorry guys, I guess you will have to work on get
ting in touch with your feminine side.





the great morning dilemma - 
what to wear?

More and more, students are 
finding the answer to that ques
tion at local thrift and novelty 
stores, where they find original 
and often very affordable clothing.

"I’d say that I do about 95 
percent of my shopping at thrift 
stores,” said NMC student Andrea 
Hemphill. “Pretty much every
thing except for my underwear.” 

Shopping for vintage clothing 
is a trend that has been steadily 
growing for several years. With 
second-hand shops popping up 
daily and easy access to online 
auction sites and clothing ex
changes, many are choosing to 
adorn themselves in attire of a 
different sort.

Hemphill said the majority of 
her friends also shop at thrift stores.

“It is awesome to find things 
that are one-of-a-kind,” Hemphill 
said. “Thrift clothes usually look 
different, and it is fun to have 
clothes with kind of a history be
hind them.”

She said some vintage stores 
aren’t necessarily cheap, but still 
worth walking into.

“Zany’s here in town is a lit
tle more expensive, but some of 
the things there are hard to find 
elsewhere.”

Another vintage clothing store 
in Traverse City is Ella’s, locat
ed downtown. Ella’s sells a lot of 
pricey specialty items, but also 
carries plenty of affordable things.

"We try to aim at all walks of 
life,” said Kelline Renucci, a man
ager at Ella’s. “We have kids com
ing in here for prom dresses, and 
we have older ladies come in to find 
dresses to wear to fund raisers. There 
is something here for everyone.” 

John Hanson, who sells vin
tage clothing out of Vinyl D &

D Records inside the Front Street 
Commons, said that his vintage 
store is different than the other 
stores in town.

“We are in business to pro
vide for our age group, the up- 
and-coming hipsters,” Hanson, 
20, said. “When I go to buy stuff 
to sell in my store, I am looking 
for items to help kids my own 
age express themselves and deck 
themselves out with elegance.”

Hanson, who has been selling 
vintage clothing at Vinyl D and 
D for almost a year, said that 
buying vintage and thrift cloth
ing is the obvious way to turn 
for fashion.

“Thrift stores are out there 
for the people who realize that 
the mall is a terrible place to go,” 
said Hanson.

Stephen Andreae, a sophomore 
at NMC, said that he can see the 
draw to buying thrift clothes, and 
has been thinking about joining in 
the trend himself.

“I don’t shop thrift right now, 
but I should,” Andreae said. “My 
sister always did, and I thought it 
was great.”

A more well-known and 
more affordable place to look for 
thrift and vintage clothes in Tra
verse is Goodwill. According to 
Keith Schwartz, whose Goodwill 
shopping habits recently earned 
him national fame, the Traverse 
City Goodwill is one of the best 
Goodwill stores in the state.

“People come up here from 
Flint, Lansing, Grand Rap
ids; you name it, to shop at our 
Goodwill,” Schwartz said. “It has 
incredible selection and really 
great prices.”

Schwartz, whose entire ward
robe comes from various thrift 
stores, recently had a run in with 
the Traverse City police because of 
an item he bought at Goodwill.

“I had bought a ratty old pair 
of sheriff pants at Goodwill, and 
I was wearing them at the post

office one day when I noticed 
someone staring at me,” he said. 
“Turns out it was an undercov
er police officer, and she wanted 
to know where I had bought the 
pants. She said that it wasn’t ille
gal to wear them, but that I could 
expect more questions about 
them if I wore them.”

A few days later, Schwartz said, 
the “fashion police” showed up at 
his door demanding the pants.

“My wife didn’t want any more 
hassle, so she just gave them to 
her,” he said. “After a while, the in
cident became pretty well-known 
and I was getting all sorts of police 
outfits and paraphernalia in the 
mail from all over the country.

The incident has not deterred 
him from shopping thrift, however.

“I grew up buying my stuff 
at thrift stores, and it is the only 
way to do things. There is a great 
style to vintage things that noth
ing made today has touched. It’s 
a lifestyle.”
















