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JAN TEETER
Special to the Press

With three years of Visual Communications behind her, Jenn
Worley will soon be on her way to the Rocky Mountain School of
Art and Design.
"The Fine Arts building I will miss,” the graphic arts major and
NMC Magazine staff member - who’s received $9,000 in scholarships
thus far - said. “It’s gorgeous."
Worley joins the mass of NMC students hitting the job market, or
coming one step closer - degree grasped firmly in hand. The college
is preparing to send off its 2005-2006 graduating students into the fu
ture with a commencement ceremony in the Traverse City Central High
School gymnasium on May 6.
In the records and registration office, Jan Gasnik said the graduate
count so far totaled 345: 92 Associate’s in Applied Sciences, 68 Associ
ate’s in Nursing, 173 Associate’s in Science and Arts and 12 certificates.
“As of [April 11], 177 people said they wished to participate in com
mencement,” Gasnik said. She expects students will be submitting ap
plications right up until commencement.
Registrar Carol Taberski said that even if students are shy of their
• See G R A D S on page 2
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ERIN BUSK
Press Managing Editor

The Board of Trustees approved
across-the-board raises in tuition hous
ing rates and the general student fee at
the April 3 special meeting.
In-district students will see a 3.4 per
cent increase in their tuition rate, while
out-of-district student will pay a 6 percent increase. The measure was approved
by a 6 to 1 vote. This is the fifth year in a
row that the board has raised tuition.
The board also approved a general fee
increase to $10.65 per contact hour from
$10.33. All students pay the fee.
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The dissenting vote came from
Trustee Ted Mattis, who mirrored his
vote against raising tuition 6.5 percent
last year.
Mattis said the trustees operate as a
consensus board and he “did not oppose
in protest,” but felt the need to speak up
for students who are already paying a lot
to attend NMC.
“If someone is in the dorms they gen
erally aren’t an in-district student,” he
said. “They already pay enough taxes we all pay plenty of taxes. I believe in my
heart we need to make sure to keep good
education affordable.”
The increased tuition rates per
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contact hour are:
• $71.15 for Grand Traverse County
residents, up from $68.80.
• $127.10 for in-state students, up
from $119.92.
• $158.60 for out-of-state students,
up from $149.63.
The housing rate increases for in- and
out-of-district was approved by a unani
mous vote. The rates will increase by 8
percent for first year housing students
and 3.5 percent for second- and thirdyear returning housing students. The
single room surcharge fee will increase by
• See H IK ES on page 2
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G R A D S cont. from page 1
degree requirements by a couple of credits, they
can still participate in commencement if they
are registered for the required classes for the
summer semester.
Many students look back fondly at their NMC
experience, some have chosen to transfer and
apply credits towards a Bachelor’s degree.
Biology major Melissa Davis plans to study
genetics.
“I would like to attend to Cornell University,"
she said. "So I can go into genetic research and fig
ure out how to prevent simple diseases.”
She plans on transferring to either Michigan
State University or Cornell.
“I think the instructors [at NMC] have been
wonderful,” she said. “Here you get one-on-one
attention with the instructor. They are there when
you need help. I love it.”
Student Charles Hameline plans to continue
some classes in the summer and transfer to Michi
gan State in the fall to become an anesthesiologist.
His time at NMC has had some ups and downs
“It’s been bittersweet,” he said. “Some of the

faculty-student relationships need to be fine-tuned.”
In his final semester at NMC, communications
major Enoch Haven said he’s looking forward to
working this summer in order to save money for
mission work in the fall.
"I’d really like to get overseas and help others,”
Haven said.
Student Amber Lockhart plans to go into el
ementary education. She will be triple enrolled at
NMC, Grand Valley State through the University
Center, and‘Baker College in the fall.
“I love it the University Center,” she said.
“They are trying to get you on track for every
thing. They almost hold your hand through every
step of the process. I’m so excited, I’ve made so
much progress in a year,” she added.
Vickie Weighman currently holds a one-year
child development certificate and is graduating at
the end of this semester with an Associate’s in Science and Arts degree.
“I have to get a job,” she said. “There’s sup
posed to be a big need for preschool teachers and
teachers aids in the area.”

H IK E S cont. from page 1
19.5 percent.
Vice President for Education
al Services Stephen Siciliano said
the housing department is try
ing to accommodate the needs of
NMC students.
“Students are now looking for
single living and more apartment
style living,” Siciliano said. “We
are looking to address that issue.”

NMC students had mixed re
actions to the increases.
“I think they should at least
lower the fees for out-of-district
and out-of-state students be
cause we’re coming a long way
to study here and we don’t want
to spend all of our money just
on dorms,” said second-year stu
dent Grace Weiso.

Second-year student Evan
Proudfoot was more open to the
added costs.
“It’s understandable why they
are increasing the fees,” he said.
“However, I feel they could have
tried to cut costs in other places.
But it’s okay with me.”
All of the increases will go
into effect in fall 2006 semester.
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JOHN PARKER
•F Press Staff Writer
The National Endowment for the Arts has
awarded Dennos Museum a special birthday
present: a $10,000 grant for the Museum’s
upcoming “Rodin: In His Own Words”
exhibition.
The grant, part of the Challenge America:
Reaching Every Community Program, is offered
to organizations that bring the arts to under
served areas of the country. Dennos was one of
135 organizations nationwide to receive such a
grant for 2006, bringing the total tab for the NEA
to $1,350,000 for the program.
Auguste Rodin is a rarity in art history, achiev
ing international fame during his lifetime. He
died knowing an entire museum would be devot
ed to his work, in Paris no less. To think of Rodin,
is to know him. His most famous sculpture? “The
Thinker.” He is considered to be the greatest
sculptor since Michelangelo.
“You don’t turn down an opportunity to have
a Rodin exhibition,” said Dennos Museum Di
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rector, Gene Jenneman. “To bring Rodin is great
anytime, it was sort of a no brainer.”
“Rodin: In His Own Words” tours over 140
venues worldwide courtesy of the Iris and B. Ger
ald Cantor Foundation. Cantor, who first en
countered Rodin’s “The Hand of God” in 1947,
became so enamored that he went on to gather a
collection of 750 of the artist’s works.
The collection is unique since it includes not
only Rodin’s bronze sculptures but also his etchings
and a how-to of the lost wax casting process. The
works are also paired with quotes penned by Rodin,
furnishing glimpses into his modus operandi.
“We will have a speaker from the Cantor Foun
dation and then of course, in terms of our school
programming we will be building programming
to connect to schools,” said Jenneman. Lectures,
demonstrations and family activities will fill out
the exhibition.
The exhibit opens April 29 and runs through
Aug. 6. Admission and other information can be
found at www.dennosmuseum.org or by calling
231-995-1005.
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VALARIE HANDY
Editor in Chief

Be on the lookout for a man claiming that
“Dead men don’t sculpt.” That’s right, Gary
Arseneau, an artist and gallery owner from
Florida, dubiously dubbed “the Rodin chaser”
follows the path of “Rodin: In His Own Words
around the country claiming the sculptures in
the exhibit are fakes.
“He’s an interesting little character,” said Den
nos Museum Director Eugene Jenneman.
Arseneau’s main point of contention with the
exhibit is that Rodin did not
create the sculptures being
presented, which is true...
to an extent.
Rodin was one of a se
lect few artists who became
famous in his own lifetime, and
knowing that his works would
be housed in theii very own mu
seum, Rodin left explicit instruc
tions with the French government
about what was to be done with his
sculptures before his death in 1917.
“He authorized the castings of
his works before he died,"
said Jenneman.
In exchange for not
tearing down the hotel
where Rodin found much
of his inspiration and al
lowing him to live here until
his death, Rodin
red to give
his entire estate to the government if
they agreed to turn the hotel into a mu
seum of his work fter his death.
The Frcnch government eventually agreed, and aft- Rodin died, claimed
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ownership of Rodin’s works and transformed the
hotel into The Musee Rodin.
Part of the agreement was that the government
had the right to cast Rodin’s sculptures posthu
mously. Thus, Rodin left behind molds made out
of out of clay, wax and plaster from which bronze
casts were to be created. In 1956 a French law
was enacted which limited the number of “origi
nal casts” to twelve. Four were reserved specifically
for cultural institutions, and eight were created for
the public to purchase.
Although the casts that are part of the
Rodin exhibit coming to the Dennos Muse
um on April 29 were not made specifically by
Rodin, they are original casts issued by
the French government in coopera
tion with The Musee Rodin. The
Musee has always used Rodin’s
original plasters and molds to
create the bronze casts.
“You can get a pair of Calvin
Klein jeans, but they’re not actu
ally sewn by Calvin Klein,” said
Jenneman. “Outside of this gen
tleman, the rest of the art com
munity accepts these casts as
Rodin’s original works.”
As of press date, Arse
neau and the Dennos
Museum had only
“run into” each
other via email,
but now that you
know what the
claims against
the exhibit are,
you can make
up your own
mind about
their validity.
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Press Staff Writer
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Selling off older planes and
instituting more rigid student
flight hour schedules are a few of
the recommendations in an avia
tion department review report
submitted by the University of
North Dakota.
The first phase of the review
report includes recommenda
tions on how NMC can save
money by consolidating their
training fleet of 18 aircraft, sell
ing off older maintenance in
tensive planes, and buying or
leasing newer aircraft.
M-TEC Director Margurite
Cotto, called the report a “very
helpful first step,” confirming
some of their ideas and “adding
information helpful to longer
range planning.”
The college hired the Universi
ty of North Dakota, with it’s large
flight program, to review NMC’s
aviation program for ways of mak
ing it more cost-effective.
Cotto also addressed con
cerns about possible closing of
the aviation program, one of the
four options the college said it
was considering during a press
conference in February
“I don’t see [closing the pro
gram] as a necessary option,”
she said.
Cotto said the goal is to gath
er as much data from the report
and other sources of feedback
on the program to provide the
Board of Trustees with a detailed
set of recommendations at the
April 24 meeting. She forecast
three to six months after the
board digests the information
before recommendations will be
acted upon.
She also said the Curricu
lum isint likely to change very
much for students returning this

fall - besides the absence of
Aviation Department Director
Bob Buttleman, who is retiring
this month. Buttleman will be
around after retirement as assis
tant flight examiner.
Buttelman’s workload as di
rector will be spread around dif
ferent positions based on trustee
feedback.
“We’ll be filling those posi
tions well before fall,” she said.
The University recommend
reducing the fleet by selling 13
of the older airplanes and buying
or leasing five new or used ones.
They also recommend a more
regular set training schedule for
students, who currently sched
ule flying time around a personal
schedule, and further update of
the training curriculum.
Much of the report focused
on the balance of maintenance
costs versus flying time. Annu
ally, the planes average 7,000
hours in the air. Currently, sev
eral of the aircraft spend an hour
in maintenance for every hour
aloft. This ratio was considered
“noticeably high.” It would be
more efficient and cost effec
tive to retain newer planes that
wouldn’t be out of service as
often. In the 2005 fiscal year,
NMC spent $149,378 in main
tenance labor.
In addition, the report noted
that, while the college may be
paying a bit too much for its in
surance premiums, the “facilities
at NMC are excellent and a sig
nificant operational and market
ing asset.”
“We know this is a long term
project,” Cotto said, “We ex
pect in see solutions added as we
work our way through the first
set of recommendations.”
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VALARIE HANDY
Editor in Chief

President Tim Nelson held a town hall meeting on April 6 in the
Milliken auditorium on NMC’s main campus. The goal of the meet
ing was to give NMC’s staff and faculty a chance to ask the President
questions about pressing topics facing the college.
2006-2007 Budget
One of the most pressing issues on everyone’s mind was the plans
for next year’s budget.
Nelson confirmed that the in- and out-of-district tuition rates
would in fact be increasing in the fall.
The in-district tuition rate will increase by 3.4 percent and the
out-of-district rate will go up 6 percent.
“It’s 3.4 percent for a couple of reasons,” said Nelson. “First, re
member if you have students in Michigan, Michigan still has an
income tax credit program that if a college or university keeps its tu
ition below a certain rate, the parents, or the student, if they’re the
taxpayer, is eligible to apply for a tax credit up to $300. 3.4 percent
is what the state is going to use. That’s why we pegged it, so our stu
dents are still eligible.”
Nelson also said that because of the increase, NMC’s budget for
next year is balanced, and is actually running at a “slight surplus.”
The new budget for the State of Michigan recommended a 2 per
cent increase in funds to community colleges, which Nelson said
could bring approximately $135,000 to $175,000 to NMC; addi
tional funds that have not been included in the current budget be
cause the state has yet to approve their budget.
Aviation Report
The University of North Dakota, contracted by NMC to review
its aviation program, provided the first phase of their findings.
The options under discussion are to run NMC’s program as a satel
lite program of another school, make it a for-profit operation, or keep it
running in its current state. Closing it down seems to be off the table.
The preliminary report suggested that the college sell off some of
its older planes and streamline student flight hours.
The Board of Trustees is expected to discuss recommendations
distilled from the report’s findings at the April 24 meeting and reach
a final decision about what to do with the program by May 1.
NMC's public image
Due to recent feelings of angst about the way NMC has been repre
sented in the local press, Nelson also addressed NMC’s public image.
“I don’t have calls coming into my office with people saying, 'I’m
buying all this.' I can’t spend a lot of energy on this. I don’t want the
organization to spend a lot of energy feeling bad about what’s there,”
said Nelson. “I feel we are doing the right thing__When push
comes to shove, we aren’t going to be judged by what’s written there,
we are going to be judged by what we do for the students and people
we serve__We’ve got to focus on those things.”
Nelson suggested that staff and faculty act as individual represen
tatives of the college and tell their friends and neighbors about all
the good things that are happening on campus.
“We’re going to keep feeding them [the press] the information,
and it’s up to them what they do with it,” said Dean Jones, Public
Relations Director.
One suggestion was that the college send out more copies of their
newsletter. The downside to that alternative is that the printing costs
money, something the college is watching carefully.
NMC has also been creating a branding initiative to bring together
all the campuses and “brand” them all more consistently as NMC.
Discussion of this initiative will continue in the coming months.

JERRY DOBEK D O E SN 'T
HAVE HIS HEAD IN THE
CLOUD S. He's got his eye
on the whole universe.
A favorite am ong students,
Dobek strives to teach critical
thinking skills in math and
science which will transfer to
other disciplines.
Press Photo/ESTHER POSNER
Technology continues to quicken the pace at which
everyday tasks are accomplished. But do we rely so
heavily on technology that we cannot survive with
out it?
Elementary school children are now using calcula
tors instead of pencils to solve math homework. Conse
quently, the NMC Math and Science Department has
observed increased numbers ofstudents entering pre
algebra classrooms without a solid understanding of
basic division and multiplication. •
This challenge may be influenced by recently ap
proved legislature that will increase state high school
graduation requirements to include 4 years of science
and 4 years of math.
NMC math and astronomy instructor Jerry Dobek
endeavors to assist students succeed in education and.
gain a greater understanding of the world around
them. Dobek spoke with the White Pine Press about
thefuture of math and science education.
WPP: How has science/math education changed
in your lifetime?
DOBEK: Students today need to learn more in
the same period of time. It seems that now, instead
of working with students to comprehend the con
cepts, we just want them to be able to pass stan
dardized tests.
What I have seen at the junior high and high
school level is that students see science as memoriz
ing and defining glossary terms, answering ques
tions at the end of the chapter, and taking a test.
But what did they really learn?
Science is not memorizing numbers, tables,
or names of things. It’s the ability to utilize ideas
and concepts with critical thinking skills to an
swer a question.
Science is posing a question and then using a
procedure to answer the question - which some
times results in another question, so the process
continues. That’s what science really is: a process.
WPP: What challenges do you face as a science
and math instructor?
DOBEK: The biggest problem I have seen is a
discontinuity of all the disciplines. Some students

think that because there is no m' in science there is
no math in science. But the two go hand in hand. In
fact, they all go hand in hand, English, history, etc.
Critical thinking extends to all disciplines.
Younger students see a disconnection in junior high
and high school as if each subject were only taught
in its respective room. When you leave the math
classroom, you’re going into the science classroom;
you leave the science classroom, you’re going into
the English classroom.
I think critical thinking skills are being lost be
cause too much is being pushed on memorization in
stead of the reason why we want to do these things. I
believe that with so much emphasis on passing tests,
critical thinking is being lost in the K-12 system.
I also think we’re putting calculators too quickly
into the hands of K-12 students. Personally, I dis
agree with that. I think it has become a detriment
to the students. Instead of using a calculator as a
tool — like a pencil, or a shovel, or a blender - it
has become more of a crutch. So what happens •
when the calculator’s battery runs out?
In this respect, the push for more technology in
the classroom has become a detriment to learning. We
should be introducing a little bit more of the pencil.
Concepts and foundations are built much better as
students manipulate problems with their own hands
instead of just punching it into the calculator.
WPP: How do you view the future of science
and math education?
DOBEK: Many people think that Einstein and
Newton were geniuses, but in reality they were not.
The difference between them and students today is
the fast pace of modern life.
So many things occupy our lives, like the Inter
net, cell phones and appointments. We try to multi
task as quickly as we possibly can. What did Galileo,
Copernicus, or Aristotle have? A chance to think.
I encourage students to take the time to think not just absorb the words. Take the time to think, let
it settle in, and ask another question.
The big question they should be asking is, “why?”
That’s our purpose, and in my view, that’s what we
are here for, both students and faculty.
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Despite agitation among NMC officials, the ongoing war of words
between the college administration and the Traverse City Record-Eagle is
nothing out of the ordinary.
But it is not "much ado about nothing,” as the reputations of two of
Traverse City's main institutions are implicated.
The root of the racket isn’t a vendetta among the Record-Eagle staff
Rather, it’s NMC officials’ perception of the conflict. Such writtern quarrelling is common between newspapers and the public officials they cover
- a title for which President Nelson and the Board of Trustees certainly
qualify. The problem here is that Traverse City is becoming a good-sized
city with a small town mentality.
NMC should not expect a quaint policy of “if you can’t say som
ething
nice, don’t say anything at all” from the local media anymore.
At the April 6 faculty and staff town hall meeting in the Milliken Au
ditorium, President Nelson and college relations head Dr. Kathleen Guy
described the Record-Eagle’s sharp criticism as sensationalism for the pur
pose of selling advertising. This assertion is way off the mark.
Rather, (and we’ve said this before), it is the news media’s role to act as
watchdog on behalf of the public. Since the college is a public institution,
it is fair game for scrutiny. The Record-Eagle’s grievances aren’t with the
college, but rather with how administrators have used public funds. Fair
enough, we think.
The Record-Eagle has made some vital points regarding NMC ad
ministrative practice. The dubious “Trustee’s Code” comes to mind, as
does the money regrettably dumped into contract conditions of former
M-TEC Director Kirk Hornburg, who continued to receive salary and
health benefits after his so-called “resignation.”
But to be fair to the NMC administration, the terms of the ongoing
conflict certainly aren’t always so black and white.
A March 25 story, for example, jusdy presented both sides of the con
troversy over NMC officials’ traveling expenses. Every fact was backed up
by a supporting quote, yet the story, which was not on the editorial pages,
sported a weighted headline: “Road trips take toll on college.”
The Society of Professional Journalists’ website states that headlines
should “not misrepresent” nor “oversimplify.” NMC officials have a justi
fiable gripe on that count. Though they are within the tradition of newsmedia, in the perception of some of the faculty, headlines like this one
threaten to overshadow, the good work going on at the college.
The college administration needs to act gracefully under pressure.
Even when the criticism is sharp, administration officials must keep cool
by confronting the problems within the college, not conducting verbal
warfare with the media. Trustee Ross Childs’ outburst at the RecordEagle reporter at the March 20 board meeting was in poor taste.
Despite continuing tension, the situation is far from hopeless. At the
town hall meeting, President Nelson announced plans for increased trans
parency regarding college spending. He also announced hopes of setting
up a meeting with the Record-Eagle’s editors and publisher, and we’ll be
eager to hear what comes of that.
It should be noted that the Record-Eagle has featured good press
about the college community, like the NMC Barbeque stories or profiles
of successful NMC grads. The Record-Eagle has also printed President
Nelson’s and Board of Trustees Chairman Walter “Jay” Hooper’s views on
multiple occasions.
Nobody wants a war between the Record-Eagle and the college, but
calming the situation will take effort. The NMC administration needs to
stop regarding the Record-Eagle as an enemy and start taking their con
tentions seriously. And the Record-Eagle could ease up on occasion.
As long as NMC is a public institution, they can expect pressure from
the press. This is fair. But there are right and wrong ways to respond to
pressure, just as there are right and wrong ways to apply it.
WPP EDITORIAL BOARD
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There are those of us who glory in the sidelines.
We are observers. We have podcasts, video cell
phones and at-home DVD rentals. We have video
games so realistic they can make one nauseous 200 channels of 24-hour television programming
and the Internet? We survey amounts of entertainment as vast as the air we breathe. We are experts
at determining a good prank after critiquing two
things: the target and the setup. Fake reposses
sion of Justin Timberlake’s house: genius! Closing
down the Texas border: classic! Then, of course,
once we feel the target has suffered enough, the
big reveal! Surprise! The victim’s face, all agog, on
national TV! (Podcast pending).
But what if there were no reveal? What if you
were the one who got played and never knew
about it? Fake U2 concert anyone? Fake Ben
Folds autograph? Fake reunion of twins separated
at birth?
Based in New York City, Improv Everywhere is
a group of so called "agents" who roam the Big
Apple executing their “missions” upon an un
suspecting citizenry. For example, the real U2
filmed a music video of an impromptu con
cert in Los Angeles. So did Improv Everywhere,
dressed up as U2, from the top of a building in
New York. Diehard fans went home that night
on a high; they had just seen U2 live - what
luck! Or how great is that Ben Folds autograph
you got last night at the bar? It’s amazing how
much Improv Everywhere founder Charlie Todd
looks like a'certain Mr. Folds.
The group also staged a heartwarming scene of
one brother coming to New York to find his twin
and miraculously finding him on a subway train.
The drama intensified when the located broth
er, raised Baptist, found out he was born Jewish.
None too happy to discover his true heritage, an
awkward silence and awkward conversation en
sued. Those watching went from joyfully shocked
to itching for the next stop.
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“My primary motive is to create moments that
are so astonishing that people will have a story to
tell for the rest of their lives,” Todd told the New
York Times.
But don’t the ethics of playing with people
clearly state that a prank’s reveal is mandatory?
We super-savvy surveyors of entertainment eagerly share our stories of this kind of program
ming with others. Yet we know that they are not
real, as do the unwitting targets of pranks eventually. Sure, if I had been duped by a fake
U2 concert, fake autograph or fake reunion, I’d
be telling the story about being fooled by wan
nabe actors for a while. But not for the rest of
my life and I certainly wouldn’t feel right about
having my good nature taken advantage of.
In January, Oprah verbally whipped author
James Frey after finding out he lied in his mem
oir, “A Million Little Pieces,” and the nation
rallied behind her. The midwinter mayhem it
caused demonstrated that embellishments even creative ones - are not okay if they per
manently stretch the wool over our eyes.
Not all of Improv Everywhere’s missions are as
disconcerting. There is the “No Pants 2k6” mis
sion where the agents took their pants off and
rode the subway in their boxers. There is “The
Moebius” mission where seven agents repeat
ed a five-minute scene exactly, gesture for ges
ture, word for word, inside a Starbucks for over
an hour, to the amazement of all. These mis
sions have a certain joie de vivre; the mere fact
that people took the time to imagine and execute
them merits attention. And a good chuckle can
be had from watching the video clips on their
website www.improveverywhere.com.
Generally, people trust that the people they
meet and see in everyday encounters, even if they
are about to play you, won’t set you up to believe
in a false reality. The responsibility of evaluating
“truthiness” lies within everyone, but also within
those who are speaking. If that truth disappears
then aren’t we all punk’d?

