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■ ESTHER POSNER
Press Staff Writer

A local group of divers is shopping for a ship —that they want to
sink to the bottom of the bay.
Since September of 2005, the Grand Traverse Bay Underwater
Preserve Council (GTBUPC) has been working to establish an un
derwater preserve in Grand Traverse Bay, in which they hope to cre
ate a tourist attraction and educational site by sinking a historical
ship.
“The pilot project ship is 80 feet long and we are looking to sink
it in 70 feet of water,” said Greg MacMasters, executive director and
president of GTBUPC.
In May of this year the Council was awarded a $10,000 grant
from the Les and Ann Biederman Foundation to kickstart the proj
ect, and they have submitted a proposal to the Michigan Depart
ment of Environmental Quality. If approved, the East and West Bay
of Grand Traverse Bay will be designated Michigan’s 12th underwa
ter preserve - and the first in 6 years.
• See P R E S E R V E on page 2
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The Student Government
Association appointed coun
cil members in an inaugural
meeting on Friday, Septem
ber 15.
“This year we have an in
credible mix,” said Cathy Anthofer, SGA faculty advisor.
“We have three members of
non-traditional age.”
One such member is the
newly-appointed president and
first-year member of student
government, Pam Vandermeir.
“I’m someone who is
• See S G A on page 2
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ERIN BUSK
Press Managing Editor

“We are at capacity this year. We haven’t had numbers like this
since the early nineties,” said Housing Director Cathy Anthofer.
The number of students living in the residence halls has jumped
from 203 in the 2005-2006 school year to 267 this year.
“The second baby boom’s children are graduating high school, so
were expecting some of the same results [in future years]," said Anthofer.
At the conclusion of the 2006-2007 school year, the housing
rates were increased for both in-district and out-of-district students,
but the number of students living in the dorms still increased.
The maximum capacity for East and West Halls is 382, but 270
is ideal, said Anthofer, allowing single rooms to go to RA’s and
those with special needs.
“Its hard for someone to go from living at home to living on
their own in an apartment. The residence halls take care of that gap
of independence,” said Anthofer.
Rates for the ‘07 - ‘08 school year are yet to be decided.

The cheating policy put into
effect last fall is already begin
ning to show results.
Instructors in the communi
cations department are handling
fewer cases of cheating since the
new policy was put into effect,
and according to Professor Mark
Howell, who drafted the origi
nal policy, the overall number of
cheating incidents over the past
year has dropped.
Depending on the offense,
the student would either receive
a failing grade on the assignment
or be removed from the class.
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However, the student could
still re-take the class at anoth
er time, without automatically
having an official record of their
dishonest behavior.
With the new policy in place,
the instructor may choose to re
port the incident to Student Ser
vices, where the student’s name
will be added to a database.
When a student reaches a
certain number of violations, the
Dean of Student Services would
decide, based on the number
and nature of offenses, whether
to suspend or expel the student.
The records will not appear
on the student’s transcript.

S G A cont. from page 1
changing their career to become
a registered nurse, so I’m older
than the traditional student,
more mature," said Vandermeir.
Having formerly worked in
the business sector, Vandermeir
currently is an office manag
er’s assistant as well as an onair personality for WNMC. “I
[also] served as an elected town
ship official - I bring experi
ence to the student government
council.”
Vice President Chris Burgess
and Treasurer Alex Morozov
fill the remaining council seats,
with the position of secretary still
awaiting a formal nomination.
Morozov is a second-year SGA member and also president of
the Engineering Club. As treasurer, Morozov is responsible for
keeping the books on an as yet unspecified amount in the vicinity
of $65,000.
"It is important for me to help allocate money to different stu
dent groups to connect them to the wider community of Traverse
City,” said Morozov. “I am always open for ideas or concerns, and
we have open seats available.”
Student Government officials are not elected in a traditional
ballot system, but by a petition method requiring each hopeful to
gather 50 signatures of supporting students.
“Every academic area has a chair on student government. There
are some areas that are more demanding and we usually don’t have
a representative [from that area]," said Anthofer. After the different
departments have had the opportunity to nominate representatives,
and seats unclaimed become open.
The meeting schedule has been changed so all members can at
tend, due to a stipulation in SGA’s constitution that calls for the
removal of any member who misses more than two meetings. The
new SGA meeting time is 8 a.m. on Fridays, in the lobby area of
West Hall.

P R E S E R V E cont. from page 1
What they need right now is money to pay for
the required studies and, more fundamentally, to
purchase one or more ships to sink.
“To sink a car ferry will probably cost $200,000.
BP America has stepped up and offered to clean the
vessel for us,” said MacMaster. The car ferry is 385
feet long and will be sunk in 150 feet of water.
The Biederman grant will also contribute to in
stalling buoys to mark the eight existing underwater
shipwreck sites in the Bay, create dive maps for snorkelers, boaters, and divers, and educate the public
about the role of underwater tourism in strengthen
ing the local and state economy.
To help raise additional funds for the preserve,
GTBUPC held an Underwater Tourism Summit on
September 8 at the Waterfront Conference Center.
Whitefish dinners were accompanied by The History
Channel’s “DeepSea Detectives,” John Chatteron
and Richie Kohler, and maritime historians and au
thors Cris Kohl and Joan Forsberg.
S c u b a d iv in g s le u th s
“We’re not actors,” said Kohler, “We’re divers.
We want to see it with our own eyes.”
Chatterton and Kohler spoke in support of the
GTBUPC’s efforts to establish a preserve and shared
their personal accounts of underwater exploration.
The two spent six years working on an elite team of
divers to investigate and ultimate identify a WWII
German U-boat in frigid waters 60 miles off the
coast New Jersey.
Three colleagues on the dive team lost their lives
in the dark depths and treacherous currents of the
Atlantic, but Ghatterton and Kohler learned experi
ence, their story became a best-seller “Shadow Div
ers,” and led to their popular television series.
“What people know about the underwater world
is all from television. There is such a leap in compre
hension from TV to the real world, it is like day and
night,” said Chatterton.
Chatterton and Kohler are currently in Greece
exploring the Britannic, a sister ship of the Ti
tanic, which sunk in 1916. They hope to find out
what made the Titanic sink —and the Britannic
even faster.
Cris Kohl and Joan Forsberg, a married duo of
maritime historians, highlighted the fact that there
are plenty of shipwrecks to be found in local waters.
“The Great Lakes have a rich maritime history,”
Kohl told an enthusiastic audience. In their pre
sentation, Kohl, author of “Shipwreck Tales of the
Great Lakes,” and Forsberg said that shipwrecks
play a significant role in answering many of histo
ry’s mysteries.
%
The pair has conducted numerous research stud
ies, including an investigation into the most en
during maritime mysteries of the Great Lakes: the
disappearance of Le Griffon, an early French explo
ration vessel that vanished with its crew in 1679.
Kohl and Forsberg illustrated the likely scenarios sur
rounding the Griffon’s disappearance and sites where
the parts of the ship may have been located.
“What we have in our own backyard is unique"
said Kohl. Having explored hundreds of shipwrecks
in three oceans and all five of the Great Lakes, Kohl
declared the Grand Traverse Bay to be “the best pre
serve in the world for diving for shipwrecks.”
MacMasters explains why: “The preservation
qualities of cold fresh waters maintain wooden ship
wrecks for centuries.”

S c h o o l fo r e x p lo re rs ?
Educational opportunities have already
emerged in archaeological surveying and under
water forensic investigations.
The NMC Curriculum Committee is on board
to review a proposal for a 3-credit class tided “In
troduction to Underwater Archaeology,” to be of
fered for the first time in Spring 07. It will provide
students with the opportunity to learn about the
theory, method, technologies, and practice of un
derwater archaeology. Drawing on case studies of
prehistoric and historical sites in the Great Lakes
and worldwide, students will learn how to interpret
chronological patterns as well as how underwater ar
chaeological sites contribute to our knowledge of his
tory, culture, and society.
This course will be offered again as an intensive
week-long session during the summer semester, to
be taught by Dr. Ken Vrana, president of the Archae
ology and Maritime International.
The GTBUPC will partner with NMC, MSU,
and the Nautical Archaeology Society (NAS) this
fall to offer a workshop in Avocational Underwa
ter Archaeology and Maritime Historical Research,
in addition to NAS Level I certifications for divers.
Another course titled “Underwater Investigations”
will be offered for police officers dealing in evidence
processing, body retrieval and other investigative
techniques relating to underwater investigations.
Both classes are scheduled to set sail at the Mari
time Academy.
L o o k in g f o r w a r d
So what does this mean for Northern Michigan?
MacMasters said that an officially-designated under
water preserve will “benefit the community in nu
merous ways including education, science, finances,
and tourism.”
According to NMC Biology professor Greg LaCross, an underwater preserve will not likely pose
any immediate problem. “Assuming that there’s no
fuel inside the boats that they plan to sink, I don’t
think it’ll have much of impact at all. The boats will
rest peacefully and provide a home for fish."
Establishing an underwater preserve would “improve bio-diversity by creating an artificial reef” said
Mike Jacobson, Environmental Science professor at
NMC. Colleen Masterson, Educational Coordina
tor for the Water Studies Institute, also pointed out
that “in this area, any submerged structure is likely
to be quickly colonized by zebra mussels.”
In addition to the support of professional divers
and environmentalists, the GTBUPC also has legis
lators on their side. In attendance at the Underwa
ter Tourism Summit were State Senator Jason Allen’s
chief of staff, James Callahan.
“When the time comes for legislators to do their
job,” Callahan said, “we’ll be there to support the ef
forts of GTBUPC.”
Sen. Allen is one of the several honorary members
of the GTPUBC, including NMC president Tim
Nelson, Senators Carl Levin and Debbie Stabenow,
and Congressmen Bart Stupak, Dave Camp, and
David Farhat.
Lucky for Grand Traverse residents, the plan to
establish an underwater preserve seems to be a winwin situation: more tourists will come to the region,
but they’ll all be underwater.
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TIM KOENIG
Press Staff Writer

The presidents’ council has finally denied plans for a
long-awaited Shakespeare garden on NMC’s main campus
after a lengthy review process.
The Scholar’s Hall garden was to be located in the va
cant crook on the north side of the building, in front of
the Birch parking lot.
“It would be wonderful to be in a position to develop
a Shakespeare Garden,” said Karen Sabin, executive sec
retary to the President. “However, [...] there is consensus
that the proposal is not a good fit with the college’s cur
rent operational processes.”
Karen Giddis, director of the Writing Center, and Jan
ice Root, communications department office manager,
originally conceived the idea. Making the garden a reality
has become a passion for the pair over the past few years.
“I am disappointed that the decision was made without
the students, faculty or community having an opportuni
ty to show their support,” Giddis said after learning of the
council’s decision.
Giddis was informed on Sept. 12 after a White Pine
Press reporter began making inquiries.
In 2005, Giddis and Root brought a funding request for
the garden before the NMC Barbeque Board. They received
a $1,200 grant to have a conceptual design drawn up.
Plans included a thatched-roof outdoor stage and
Shakespeare-themed plant life. In each corner, there
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Human Resources was one office on
campus that did not slow down during the
summer lull.
“We had a big year,” said Carol Kasper,
Human Resources office manager. “There
were a lot of searches.”
In all, twenty-three new full-time em
ployees were hired. Among other posi
tions, NMC welcomed a new Dean of
Student Services, a new Director of Avia
tion and six new full-time instructors.
“It certainly was a busier year,” said Bill
Hendry, Executive Director of Human Re
sources. “We had 37 searches.” There were
96 new hires this year (2005-2006), which
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would have been flowers and props specific to memorable
works by the bard.
Landscape designer Anita Silverman estimated the cost
of construction at $ 137,000.
Last spring, an additional $4,300 was requested for Sil
verman to develop further specifications. The president’s
council, which reviews proposals heading to the Barbeque
Board, stepped in and put the plans on hold.
At that time last spring, president's council member Kath
leen Guy notified Giddis and Root that the deliberations
would be put on hold pending the takeover of facilities man
agement operations by Sodexho Corporation, which hap
pened this summer.
“At the time, we knew that we couldn’t send the propos
al through the Barbeque Board not knowing what our capa
bilities would be,” Guy said.
While awaiting the verdict, Giddis and Root have been
generating lists of enthusiastic volunteers and researching
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Hendry says is “a real big change.” These
hires exclude student employees.
NMC also hired a higher-than-normal
number of new adjunct faculty members
over the summer.
The Communications department the largest department on campus in terms
of faculty and enrollment - added 8 new
adjunct faculty members.
“Six employees are brand new and two
are new to the courses they are teaching
this semester,” said Bronwyn Jones, Com
munications Academic Chair.
Though there are some instructors who
are new to NMC, there are a number of
familiar instructors who are now full-time
faculty members.
Communications instructor Nancy Par-
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alternative methods of funding.
In the interim, Ed Bailey oversaw the transition of fa
cilities management to Sodexho. He oversees campus
grounds maintenance as part of his duties.
Bailey said that unique gardens require special knowl
edge and skill that the current NMC grounds staff does
not possess. He also cited labor availability as another
problem. NMC currently employs three grounds crewmembers, who would have limited time for a special gar
den and community volunteer supervision.
But Giddis said they never intended for the college to
foot the bill for long-term maintenance.
“Part of the fundraising we have been working on is
the creation of an escrow account to pay an indepen
dent contractor to oversee the volunteers,” she said. “Our
intention was to have volunteers - members of the
community who do have the special knowledge - main
taining the garden.”
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shall is, in her words, “an old face, but a
new full-timer” this year. Parshall has been
teaching part-time at NMC for five years,
and she now teaches the English as a Sec
ond Language (ESL) composition courses.
As a full-time instructor she now has “the
luxury of an office.”
Math/Science welcomed six new ad
junct instructors, as well as one full-time
instructor, Kirk Waterstripe.
Waterstripe is no stranger to NMC; he
has been working as an adjunct instruc
tor for 8 years. His motivation for staying
at NMC is because of the “great bunch of
people” combined with a good “teaching
atmosphere, teaching opportunities, and
the freedom to try new things.”
Beckie Wooters, a new full-time Den

tal Assisting instructor, has been working
as an adjunct instructor for the last four
years. Wooters graduated from the NMC
Dental Assisting program in 1995 “and
had such a positive experience that I now
look forward to creating the same experi
ence for my students.”
So, why was the hiring season so busy?
“We had some resignations due to per
sonal reasons in addition to retirees. That
seemed to pump up the number quite a
lot,” said Hendry.
Now that the semester in full swing and
the new personnel are settling into their
jobs, can Human Resources finally relax?
“No,” said Hendry. “We’re playing
catch up. We were so busy - there was a
good deal of work we put off.”
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displayed that I worked at Kejara’s Bridge, a little
cafe just down the road.
I thanked him, and, feeling safe, introduced my
A random act of kindness was bestowed upon
self. I learned that this stranger was from Cincinna
me this summer - w ith key emphasis on the word
ti, went by the name of Mike Bolan, and passed his
random. While gratifying at the time, I still strug
summers in Lake Leelanau.
gle to understand the extraordinary degree to which
As I sat next to Mike Bolan’s teenage son in their
a tourist from Ohio went to help a stranger in need. truck, I couldn’t fathom what kind of car a stranger
I drive a '94 Dodge Caravan, which I call "The
might be willing to lend to another.
Miracle Van” because it has 332,978 miles and
But as I was saying, this was a random act
still runs. The sliding door no longer slides, the
of kindness.
headlights shine as brightly as candles and the
You can imagine my surprise when I saw that
body is dotted with rust, but for a college student
the car this man was offering to lend me was not
with limited time and less money, the Miracle Van a truck, nor a rickety old van, rather, it was a teal
serves its purpose.
green 1967 Chevy AC Rambler. It was a historic
Driving a “Miracle Van” certainly comes with its
vehicle in mint condition with fewer than 40,000
own challenges, however. I had three flat tires this
miles, and, even though I’m not a car fan, I could
summer - a nd the spare is useless, having become
plainly see that it was stunningly beautiful.
stuck to the bottom of the van after the rusty bolt
Mike Bolan explained a few
tricks to me of how to get it start
ed, and then I was off - c ruising
down M-204 in a car profoundly
different from my usual ride. My
husband was very surprised, to
say the least, but was content to
not have to hitchhike to Chemis
try class.
That night, I woke up and
peeked eut the window to see if
the car was still there. I knew
Press Photo/LINNAEAMELCAREK my neighbors were probably in
A stran g er lent this 1967 AC Chevy Ram bler to NMC
venting wild stories to explain
stu d e n t Esther Posner for a day w hen her Dodge Mini
the presence of this valuable car
van busted a tire in Lake Leelanau
in my driveway. It started to
make me nervous, and I tossed
that secures it broke off.
through awkward dreams of driving the car
After one blowout, I rattled loudly into the
back to Lake Leelanau.
only gas station in the village of Lake Leelanau.
I left my house with twice as much time as
Knowing that I would probably be stranded there
I would need - w hich is a good thing because
for several hours waiting for a tow truck and that
the car stalled literally twenty times. And then
my husband would probably be forced to hitchit began to rain. Using windshield wipers from
hike to NMC to make Professor Sullivan’s Chem
the '60s while the car rolled down the wet streets,
istry class on time, despair overtook me. I needed
I was scared out of my mind and prayed that I
a miracle.
would make it to work so I could return this car
Upon arriving at the air pump, a man appeared
and never have to worry about it again.
and asked if I needed help. I explained to him the
After parking the car at Kejara’s Bridge and turn
exasperating situation about my stuck spare tire
ing it off for the last time, I breathed a huge sigh of
while I dialed a few numbers into my cell phone.
relief. I tucked a gift certificate into a heartfelt card
Without hesitation, the man said, “I have a car
and left the keys on the dashboard as Mike Bolan
you can borrow.” I looked at him strangely. “Oh
had instructed me to do.
no, that’s okay,” I said and thanked him. “I’m try
In a society where strangers and even acquain
ing to reach someone who will come get me.” But
tances often avert their eyes from each other, I was
none of my friends or family were answering their
impressed by Mike Bolan’s outstanding civility.
phones, and the man offered again.
His courage to go beyond the customary role of a
“I can lend you a car if you need one.”
stranger to help a person in need has inspired me
Hanging up the phone, I looked at him in dis
tremendously - a lthough I still don’t understand
belief. "That's very nice of you,” I said. Sensing that why he would have lent me such a valuable car.
he truly wanted to help, I added that I just might
Some acts of kindness, like what Mike Bolan
take him up on this offer.
from Ohio shared with me this summer, are so pro
“When would you need this car back?” I asked
found or random that we struggle to comprehend
him, feeling a burst of adrenaline.
why they have occurred. I never saw Mike or the
“You could probably just park the car at your job historic vehicle again, but I will always remember
tomorrow,” he replied. Looking down, I realized
what he did. I hope to be brave enough to imitate
that I was still wearing my grimy work clothes that
his generosity in a similar situation.

ESTHER POSNER
■ Press
Staff Writer

SARAFA
■JOE
Press Staff Writer
Sticker shock on the faces of first-year stu
dents was seen at college bookstores across the
country as they prepared for fall semester.
“The prices of textbooks are outrageous,” said
first-year NMC student HollyAnderson. “I bought
all used books still spent around $510 total.”
Prices have risen dramatically-186 percent
in the last two decades-ac
cording to the Government
Accountability Office.
“I would say that on av
erage NMC students spend
about $300-$500 on text
books every semester,” said
Rhonda Greiner, retail sales
coordinator for the NMC
bookstore. “Sometimes the
prices on new books even amaze us.”
Three to five hundred dollars is in tune with
the national average for bookstores at commu
nity colleges and universities across the country.
The National Association of College Stores
(NACS), reports that the average student attend
ing an institution of higher education pays about
$300-$400 a semester, which adds up to $2400$3200 over the course of a four-year degree.
At a university level, the cost of textbooks is
understandable because of higher tuition costs;
$600-$1000 an academic year is a small per
centage of total costs when a student - a t the
University of Michigan, for example - i s paying

upwards of $10,000 a year for tuition.
When community college students paying
relatively low tuition go to the bookstore, they
might have to spend an amount that is equiva
lent to 50 percent of their total costs.
But no matter where you go to school,
the question remains, “why do textbooks
cost so much?”
“The price of textbooks can be changed by
a number of different things,” said Debbie Wilson, in chargc of finance
at the NMC bookstore.
“You can go right down
the line, all the way to ris
ing energy cost, and di
minishing paper supplies.
With each textbook
sold, there is a host of
people to pay, from au
thors all the way to delivery drivers.
NMC professor and co-author of the books
“Inventing Arguments” and “The Composition
of Everyday Life,” John Mauk had this to say
about the cost of textbooks.
“Textbook prices are high right now, and book
cost will continue to rise along with the price of
education. It’s a bleak future,” said Mauk.
Mauk does not take any royalties on his
books from the NMC bookstore, and tries to
keep costs down. “I am continuously work
ing with my publishers to lower the cost of our
textbook by making the book smaller and less
colorful,” he said.
A pamphlet published by the NACS states
that 64.8 percent of the price of each textbook

returns to the publisher, and almost
half of that pays for
the manufacturing
of the book.
And textbooks are simply more labor-inten
sive a product than your average hardcover.
Bruce Hildebrand of the Association of Amer
ican Publishers, quoted in USAToday, explains:
“Textbooks are a niche market, and the
price to produce them is incredibly high,
compared to, say, a novel, where thousands of
copies are printed on cheaper paper and ink.
You don’t realize how much it costs when
you pay for rights for all the content, all the
charts and art."
Contrary to popular belief, college book
stores make very little money after all is said
and done, about 4 percent of the price of the
book before taxes.
Students are trying all sorts of things to
avoid the rising cost of their required reading.
A recent article in the New York Times
talks of one young man who found a clever
way to save a buck on school supplies. He
made photocopies of all his textbooks and
tried to return the originals back to the college
only days later.
Students at NMC however are finding
more conventional ways to cut costs.
“I bought most all of my books from a
friend,” said Melissa Basileo, a second-semes
ter NMC student, who seemed frustrated about
the rising cost of books. “Last semester I spent
a fortune at the book store, but I saved a lot of
money this semester,”

Another way thrifty students are saving
money is by buying their textbooks online.
“You have to be really specific when search
ing for books online,” said second-year student
Chris Peterson, who saved over $80 on his
books by purchasing them online. “But it saves
money and sure beats standing in line at the
bookstore.”
Textbooks will undoubtedly continue to
grow more and more costly, and students will
continue to contend with this expensive invest
ment we call higher education.
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Most of us pass by the campus bulletin boards without much of a
glance. However, if you took a closer look, you’d see that they are filled
with flyers from students attempting to sell stuff to other students. Most
of the flyers are attempting to sell used textbooks at discounted prices.
It’s a great idea. Students profit while helping other students to
save cash on books.
Recently, all registered students at NMC received an email from
the Student Government Association. The email posed the ques
tion, “How would you spend $65,000?” The email then goes on to
encourage students to get involved with SGA so they might have a
voice in how the student activity fund is spent. It’s money
out of student pockets, after
all. The student government
just distributes the funds.
The White Pine Press Edi
torial Board has a novel sug
gestion: An online site for
textbook s lling and Swapping, organized by students at
NMC and funded by the student government.
In 2004, students at the University of California launched a site
that enables students to do that very thing. The website, www.uctext
books.com, operates much like a bookstore in the sense that students
search for their required texts by ISBN number or title to see if any
students are selling that book.
UC students are not the first, or the only ones operating such a site.
Campuses all over the United States are using this method of book
exchange. The student government at Georgia Tech, for example, has
created a system that has been saving students money since 2002.
Programs like this can have a huge effect on the way bookstores
on campus conduct their business. Selling a used textbook back to
the campus bookstore often results in receiving less than half of that
book’s value in return. Book trading websites can allow cash-strapped
students to receive more than half of the original purchase price
back. In the case of UC, the campus bookstore later created its own
website for student book exchange. This site, www.uc.edu/bookstore/
bookexchange, also saves the students more money than the trade-in
program that the bookstore originally had.
The Georgia Tech online book trade breaks it down like this: If
“Bob” buys a $100 textbook at the campus store, and then sells it
back for $50, his final cost for the book is $50.
If Bob were go online through the Georgia Tech book exchange
and purchase a $100 used text that “Jane” listed for only $70, he
saves $30 on the in-store price. After receiving the $70 back on the
book, Jane is only out $30 for the semester.
It’s honestly that simple. This system would allow the entire stu
dent body to financially benefit, given that everyone takes part. The
software for this is available for purchase and it’s user-friendly. You
don’t have to be computer savvy to be a buyer or seller. If you can
figure out Ebay, you can figure out this.
So, there’s our answer to the SGA. Use the money we gave you to
save money for everyone in the long term. Give the student body some
thing worth investing in. Here’s a golden oppourtunity to show the kind
of leadership this campus needs from its student representatives.
To our readers: if this idea has piqued your interest, let the SGA
know that you want more money back for your books. Take an ac
tive part and being heard by contacting SGA advisor Cathy Anthofer
at 231-995-1408,
JASON KLEFISCH
Press vEditorial Board
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EMILY MORGAN
Press Staff Writer
Most kids have their first day of public
school when they’re five years old. I, on the
other hand had my first day of public school
when I was twelve. I went to East Junior High
for one day and was not that fond of it. I un
derstand that public school works for a lot of
kids, but it just didn’t work out for me. One of
the reasons I didn’t like school was because I felt
like the school day was too long.
I grew up in a Christian home, and my par
ents wanted to be able to know what I was learn
ing. They also wanted to teach my brothers and
me in a Christian perspective, so home school
ing turned out to be their best option. Out of six
kids, four of us have been home schooled.
I really enjoyed being home schooled because
of all the time I got to spend with my family. I
also liked it because I could get my homework
done in nearly four hours while it would have
usually taken someone eight hours in a public
school. Because of this, I was able to get a parttime job because of the flexibility that home
schooling allowed me.
My brothers and I didn’t get any report
cards for home schooling, but my Mom felt
that we needed to regularly test ourselves to
gauge our progress. As a result, my brothers
and I used to take the Compass test at the col
lege every couple of years. When my brother,
Patrick, and I took the Compass test two years
ago, we both placed into English classes, so we
seized the opportunity.
I began my dual-enrollment at Northwestern
Michigan College when I was thirteen years old.
Being dual-enrolled meant that I continued my
schooling at home and also took some classes at
NMC. For those dual-enrolled students who are
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in public school, their classes are paid for by the
school, however when you’re a home schooled,
dual-enrolled student, you pay for classes on
your own.
In an attempt to adapt myself to all the col
lege experiences, I signed up to play some in
tramural sports in my first year. I had recently
started playing volleyball with a home school
group and figured I’d try the co-ed volleyball
team at the college. It was a lot of fun but, be
cause of my height, I’m not so good at “kills,”
but I’m GREAT at digs! I also played basketball
and I’m currently signed up for kickball, which
starts soon.
The experiences that I’ve had at NMC have
been amazing. I love to learn new things and I
have been taught a lot since I have been here.
Aside from the learning, I really get a kick out
of it when classmates find out that I haven’t
even finished my driver’s training!
This summer I took an Intro to Psychology
class. I enjoy taking what I learn in class and
bringing it home, so I had fun going home and
analyzing my family...I think they’re all happy
that I’m not pursuing a degree in Psychology!
I have been taking classes for two years now
and, since graduating high school last year, I
can now take classes as a regular student. Since
starting college, I have attempted and complet
ed English 111, Business 101 and Psychology
101.1 have only taken one class each semes
ter, but this time, I am taking two classes. I am
ready to take the next step, so this spring I will
be taking four classes.
I am hoping to reach of my goal of having
my associate’s degree by the time I’m 18-yearsold. My future goals also include transfering to
Grand Valley State University and getting my
master’s degree in business administration.
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MCKEEVER
I KATIE
Special to the Press
TRAVERSE CITY - Life is short. Eat dessert if rst.
Culinary students got a chance to show off their skills
and rub shoulders with top chefs at the third annual Tra
verse Epicurean Classic, held this month at the Great Lakes
Campus on Sept. 14 through 16.
Tomorrows culinary talent served crowds of eager taste
buds at the culinary event.
“It's an opportunity to taste a lot of different kinds of
food at one place,” said Liz Lumetta, a second-year culinary
student. “You can find upscale caviar type food, then walk
to another table and find a finger sandwich.”
Many of the booths and classes were run by local chefs,
said Lumetta, which creates a friendly intimate atmosphere.
She said many of the local restaurants come to the event
looking for skilled young chefs to stock their kitchens with.
“For others who aren’t in culinary, there are front-ofthe-house and hospitality types of positions that can be
found,” she said.
The pavilions and receptions incorporated an outdoor,
beachfront element, allowing participants to stroll in and
out of the buildings.
“We like to eat and get drunk for charity,” said Dr. Tim
Handly, a local eye surgeon. “This event is based around
food and drink, but for a lot of people it’s about commu
nity. Plus, it’s important to support younger generations in
terested in the business.”
The dessert tables were elegantly decorated with cream
and brown colored sugar molds in the silhouette figure
of a chef. There was one in the center of each section of a
lengthy table of delectable desserts.
Many culinary students kept busy filling trays, taking
finished plates and enjoying the experience of seeing people
indulge in their tasty creations.
“Its fun seeing everyone enjoy what we’ve worked so
hard to make,” said Jacob Hoenshell, who’s in his second
semester in the culinary program.
Some highlights included poached figs made with
chocolate chips and orange zest, served with panettone
bread and drizzled with a reduction of wines, prepared
by Chef Annie Wayte, owner of Notting Hill Cafe 202 in
New York.
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... Developments continued to unravel at NMC, including the following three

Itsfe DISC GOLF COURSE

PLAYS HIDE-AND-SEEK
I
TIM KOENIG

Press Staff Writer

You may have noticed the disc golf
course on N M C ’s main campus was re
moved earlier this summer, right in the
middle of the prime “tossing” season.
The baskets were pulled as part of rou
tine summer campus maintenance.
The six-hole course has been put
back in relatively the same configu' ration. However, the college hopes
to make some improvements on the
course in the near future.
O n June 15 Carol Danly, facilities
management assistant, hosted an open
forum meeting with local pro disc golfer,
Michael W ildner and No Obstacles Disc
Golf course designer Tom Pluister, conr cerning the future of the course. With
their help, Danly had a new course de
sign drawn up. The plans include adding a four-basket putting green in the
grassy commons area between East and

W est Halls and three new holes wind
ing through the white pine trees located
south of the Osterlin library.
Disc golfers who play the course
regularly have noticed the need for
improvement.
“The course needs to be more clearly
marked, said Adam Reid, of Traverse
City. “It’s hard to tell where you’re sup
posed to throw from, especially since
they tore it out and put it back in.”
In making the new plans, the de
signers focused on simplicity.
“The course was originally designed
to be a small, centrally-located place
where the whole community could
come and learn to enjoy the sport,”
Danley said. Pluister’s new hole designs
hope to echo the original purpose.
One hurdle: currently there are no
financial resources allotted for such a n
overhaul of the course.
If there was funding available, Danly

said that the more
immediate renova
tions would con
sist of the addition
of new cement teeboxes on each of the
six existing holes,
clearly marked signs,
course score cards
and a detailed course
map available at the
N M C bookstore,
which offers a small
selection discs.
“They might help
cover some maintenance costs by offering individual hole
sponsorships to local businesses,” sug
gested Reid.
To learn more about how to help
with renovations, contact Carol Danly,
in the Facilities Management office, at
231-995-1111.

