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TRAVERSE CITY -  The light bleat crimson 
red. A group of students returning to the residence 
halls after a night at the movies rolled to a stop at 
the intersection at College Dr. and E. Front St. and 
Fair St. as the clock neared one a.m. on the early 
morning of Oct. 25.

“We started to go and the next thing we knew -  
we were hit by another car,” said Amanda Boyer, 18, 
one of the passengers aboard the struck vehicle.
“We spun in a circle, none of us saw the lights on 
the [oncoming] car.”

The westbound car had emerged around the

sharp curve of E. Front Street, slamming into the 
students just as the were pulling into the college 

“On that side (west of the intersection) you can’t 
see past any of the buildings, you have to go into 
the intersection,” said Jonathan Petterson, 19, an
other passenger involved in the accident. “It’s not a 
real safe intersection,”

Currently, the four way intersection at the cor
ner of Front and Fair streets that serves as the col
leges main entrance has no green turn arrow for 
cars turning left onto College Drive. While the 
intersection itself proves hazardous, this factor is 
magnified at peak times of day when students rush 
to class at similar times.

There are 4,817 students enrolled this fall —

• See LEFT on page 4



T R U S T E E S  continued
On the ballot for the Nov. 7 elections are Board 

of Trustees members Doug Bishop and Jay Hooper, 
who are running for two open six-year terms, and 
Bill Myers, who is running for the 2-year duration 
of Jack Stegenga’s vacant term.

Bishop, appointed to replace Ted Mattis’s after 
he resigned in June, was selected from four candi
dates interviewed in March.

Hooper’s six-year term is up for re-election after 
being elected to the board in 2000. During his term 
he served as the board treasurer from Jan. 2003 to 
Dec. 2005 and was elected Board Chair in January.

Both candidates have been commended on their 
excellence in various community programs.

Bishop, an attorney in Traverse City since 1977, 
has worked as the president of the Grand Traverse

Bay YMCA as well as a volunteer legal attorney at 
Third Level Crisis Center.

Honored as the 1999 NMC Alumnus of the Year, 
Hooper is currently serving as a partner with Great 
Northern Benefits Insurance. He has also served on 
various committees, including the Finance and Audit 
committee and the Policy committee.

Also seeking another term is Bill Myers, elected 
in March and is running to fill the remainder of 
Jack Stegengas 2-year vacant term.

Like Bishop, Myers was selected from a group 
of four candidates running for a spot on the BOT. 
He experience gained from serving as a chair of the 
NMC/Michigan Tech Engineering Advisory Com
mittee and from being a member of the Traverse 
City Economic Club to the board.
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Paramedics and firefight
ers were a few unlikely attend- 
ees to the annual Halloween 
dance and haunted hallway, 
hosted by the residence hall 
council on Oct. 29.

"It was flippin' off the 
 hook," said first-year student 
Sal Randazzo.

No kidding.
The annual West Hall event 

kicked off at 8 p.m. At approx
imately 10:30 p.m. the party 
hit its first speed bump as the 
fog machine triggered the 
fire alarms located on the top 
floor. This alert dispatched the 
Traverse City Fire Department 
who evacuated the building.

“Nobody was prepared for a 
fire alarm,” said Alicia Hoffman.

About half the participants 
took the opportunity to find 
other things to do, estimated 
Resident Assistant Bruce Ab- 
shire, who said keeping guests’ 
interest in the party while 
standing outside was difficult.

Ashley Garijo described it 
as “freezing.”

The fire department was not 
the only emergency service to 
arrive that night. Around 10 
p.m., an East Hall resident col
lapsed in the East Hall lobby 
during an epileptic seizure. 
Paramedics and police rushed 
 to the scene. The student was 
released from the hospital early 
the next morning.

Despite the haunted events, 
some of the costumed students 
did return to the dance floor. 
The most famous guest was 
Jesus himself.

“Watching Jesus dance was 
interesting,” said Erin Denbri- 
nos, a second-year student at 
NMC.

“I thought it would be 
lame,” added Garijo, “But I 
refused to dress up and not 
have fun.”

I JAN TEETER
Press Staff Writer
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The police detained an NMC 
student after his car was found in 
a ditch by East Hall.

The incident happened close 
to midnight on Nov. 1. Witness
es said the car, a red Acura, was 
weaving down College Drive, ca
reened into the Dogwood park
ing lot, crashed into the ditch, 
and the occupants fled the scene 
on foot.

“They were burning out and 
swerved around the entire lot 
and then dove right into the em
bankment that separated the road 
from the parking lot,” said stu
dent Joe Sarafa, who not only 
witnessed the crash but barely 
avoided a head-on collision with 
the same vehicle minutes before.

The incident drew numerous

students from the nearby East hall.
“It was loud, he probably 

hit the curb going at least thirty 
miles an hour, he broke the curb 
it hit so hard,” estimated Tim El
liott, who witnessed the accident 
from the East Hall stairwell.

Sarafa said the occupants of 
the Acura made a meager attempt 
to correct their predicament.

“The engine had stopped so 
the two guys proceeded to re
start the car and pull it back into 
the lot, but there was just a lot of 
smoke and engine noises,” said 
Joe Sarafa, a White Pine Press em
ployee. “They then left the car and 
ran towards the art building at full 
speed. I didn’t see their faces.”

A NMC security guard found 
the abandoned vehicle. He im
mediately phoned the police.

Officers gathered information 
from witnesses, as Parkway Tow
ing arrived to tow the car.

At that point, NMC student

Nathan Shawno, 18, arrived at 
the scene of the accident, posi
tively identifying the red Acura as 
his own.

"I’m Nate, somebody f- i ng 
took my car and parked it in the  
ditch as far as I’m concerned,” 
Shawno said.

Shawno became angry with

the police and their intention to 
impound his vehicle. He received 
verbal warnings to stay away 
from his vehicle.

After disregarding orders 
given by an officer, Shawno was 
administered a sobriety test.
After a sobriety test, Shawno was 
placed in the police car.

S G A  t i m e t a b l e  s h i f t  c a u s e s  s o m e  c o n f u s i o n

F u n d i n g  p r o p o s a l s

I RICKA B0EHMER
Press Staff Writer

If you want money from the student government association in 
2007, you better start asking now. The student governance council, 
which doles out thousands in student fees every year, has changed their 
proposal timetable, causing some confusion among campus groups.

Although grant proposals can be submitted to the council at any 
time, organizations wishing to receive money are being encouraged to 
do so almost a full year in advance, said SGA advisor Cathy Anthofer.

Voted on last spring under then-president Nicole Osborne, the 
change is meant to enable student groups requesting money to have 
those funds in their account at the start of the fall school year.

Confusion surrounding the timetable shift led to a reduction in 
funding anticipated by the campus chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, who 
received $4, 930 out of a requested $9,000 which had been allocated 
as a “consent item” in the past.

The student government allocated a significant portion of their 2006 
budget last spring in accordance with the new, unadvertised timetable.

“This leaves (us) in a tough spot,” said Kari Kahler, the campus 
PTK advisor, about the less-than-expected funding. “We were very 
conservative last year, but we’ll make due.”

The SGA reserves money for several consent items -  or blanket 
amounts of funding given with little or no questions asked -  each

d u e  w e l l  i n  a d v a n c e

year. The PTK consent item was pushed through in 2004, under then- 
president Nicholeen Frusti, a former White Pine Press business advisor 
and president of the campus PTK chapter.

The intramural sports program receives an $8,000 consent item 
each year, as does designated scholarship funds for childcare and Uni
versity Center students.

“I find it ironic that as a consent item [and] as one of the more es
tablished organizations on campus, we got the brunt end of the deal,” 
said Samantha Russell, a PTK student vice president.

Because of the timetable shift, SGA entered this fall with $23,000 
left to administer after the spring round of grant allocations. At a spe
cial meeting on Oct. 24, they granted the $4,930 to PTK and $4,097 
to the photography department for a digital lab upgrade.

This leaves approximately $6,000 out for SGA group activities such 
as a planned retreat to Drummond Island, spirit weeks, talent shows 
and other youth activities on campus.

“We don’t want to be known as the bank,” Anthofer said. “We 
want to plan activities, too.”

Will Burgess, SGA vice president, said part of the motivation be
hind the switch is to reverse a trend of student organizations spending 
money in hopes of being reimbursed by SGA through grant money.

“Because groups start in the fall, we wanted to give them start up 
money,” said Burgess. “We formed a budgetary council this year so 
we’re more careful with the money.”



LEFT continued
180 of which live on campus -  plus the 530 faculty and staff who 
also make their way to NMC daily, for many who choose the main 
entrance to get to school, the intersection has proven to be a choke 
point, backing up several cars

“At a college intersection where there is so much traffic there 
should be a turning signal,” Boyer said. “I have been stuck at this in
tersection so many times before.”

Students aren’t the only ones to notice, Walter “Jay” Hooper has 
been stuck waiting for the last 3-4 years.

“It’s next to impossible to make a left turn at certain times of the 
day,” said Walter “Jay” Hooper, chairman of the NMC Board of 
Trustees. Hooper also serves on the Grand Traverse County Road 
Commission, but says the issue is out of their hands.

“It’s a Michigan Department ofTransportation issue,” Hooper 
said. "[They] indicate that it’s not warranted.”

That status might not ever change, according to Rise Rasch, the 
director of the Michigan Department ofTransportation center in 
Traverse City.

“Basically, the situation now is that heavy traffic only occurs dur
ing brief periods of the day,” she said. “Every time traffic is stopped 
when it doesn’t have to be, things start backing up.”

M-DOT conducted a brief, one-day observation of the intersec
tion. The data collected showed a spike in the morning, but “by and 
large, the rest of the day is light,” Rasch said.

“It was not meeting the threshold for a more comprehensive 
study,' she said. The “rule of thumb” for installing a green arrow is 
over 1,000 cars passing through in 8 hours.

There “may or may not ever be a situation like that,” she said. But 
there are factors that could tip the balance.

“As growth in the entire area increases, there will be less and less gaps 
in oncoming traffic and we may be nearing that point,” Rasch said.

Emily Eggli remembers that point.
“As I was going to an 8:00 a.m. class, a big dodge ram truck came 

through and hit me,” Eggli, 24 said. “I did a couple of 360 [degree] 
turns and ended up on the bank of Luigi 's - I  was a little shaken up.”

The resulting crash totaled her car and caused Eggli to miss her 
first day of classes that fateful day two years ago when she became a 
statistic that exemplifies the debate over what, if anything, needs to 
be done about the flow of NMC’s main traffic artery.

The intersection ranks 12th in the city for crashes non-specific to 
injury, according to a report by the Michigan State Police Department.

But City Engineer Tim Lodge says that number must be 
viewed through a certain lens. Most of the crashes occur because 
of driver error, and traffic control devices “don’t necessarily fix 
driver’s error.”

“Everybody looks for the pill that’s going to make things better,” 
said Lodge, who has been a traffic engineer since 1984. “Is it really a 
signal problem, or a 'kids running late for school” problem?”

Lodge said the question boils down to the whether the delay from 
a green arrow is worth the delay in mainline traffic on US 31.

But this has not deterred Hooper, who said that NMC would as
sist in funding the project.

“To me, it’s a no-brainer to put one in there,” he said. “I’m at
tempting to set up another meeting with M-DOT.”

M i n o r  f l o o d  s p l a s h e s  S c h o l a r s  H a l l

Almost two inches of water greeted a surprised janitor during a 
routine weekend cleaning of Scholars Hall on Oct. 29.

A blockage occurred in the pipe connecting the campus system 
with the main sewage line that runs down Front Street, flooding the 
building basement, said Shellie Barnes, director of custodial opera
tions at NMC.

“My staff got right on the problem and had it taken care of in 
about six hours” Barnes said.

The building was promptly cleaned and the only inconveniences 
to students were two closed restroom for Monday morning classes.

A similar problem occurred in West Hall in January 2005. Dorm 
residents were ordered to boil their water for 48 hours while the health 
department determined no sewage contamination had occurred.

F R O M  T H E  S O U R C E ' S  M O U T H
By ESTHER P0SNER Press Staff Writer

A c t i v i s t s  

r e n e w  c a l l

f o r  E q u a l  R i g h t s  A m e n d m e n t

Nothing in the U.S. Constitution says that men 
and women are to have equal rights.

An amendment seeking to guarantee equal rights 
for all Americans regardless of gender is currently in 
legal limbo. Originally written by suffragist leader, Dr. 
Alice Paul, the Equal Rights Amendment has been in
troduced into every session of Congress since 1923 with 
no success. But activists refuse to give up.

Anne Magoun of Traverse City is serving her sec
ond term as president of the League of Women Voters 
of Michigan and is an active member of the Womens 
History Project of Northwest Michigan. Although the 
LWVfocuses primarily on election issues and is not a 
womans rights organization per se, Magoun is certain
ly not apathetic when it comes to securing equal rights 
for women. She spoke with the White Pine Press about 
the current state of the nation.

WPP: What is the legal status of women in 
America?
MAGOUN: The only right that women hold in the 
United States today is the right to vote. It took 70 
years of ardent advocacy to pass the 19th Amend
ment and get that right in 1920, but until the pres
ent day, women have no other rights or protection 
under the Constitution.

The Equal Rights Amendment has been intro
duced into every session of the U.S. Congress since 

 1923. In 1971, it was reintroduced by Michigan 
Representative Martha Griffith, successfully passed 
in Congress, and was then turned to the states for 
ratification. But by the time the deadline arrived, 
only 35 of the necessary 38 states had ratified.

Although the deadline has certainly passed, 
there is still a very active effort throughout the 
country focusing on the three states that are like
ly to pass it; Florida, Illinois, and Georgia. Legal 
scholars argue that the case of the 27th Amend
ment, which was first introduced in 1820 and only 
ratified 150 years later, leaves no reason why the 
ERA should not be considered valid for ratification 
if sufficient states ratify in the future. Scholars also 
argue that the deadline itself was unconstitutional 
because the ERA is the only amendment that has 
had a deadline put on it for ratification.

WPP: Why do you think some people oppose 
equal rights for women?
MAGOUN: The states’ rights argument says that 
equal rights for women is not something that should 
be determined by the federal government and the 
Constitution, but rather that it should be deter
mined state by state. Other arguments against the

ERA have included that women would have to regis
ter for the draft and, horror of horrors, the idea that 
men and women would have to use a unisex bath- 
room. These things were unthinkable 30 years ago.

But if you look around, there are women in 
combat right now - t hey’re not called combatants, 
but they are in combat. And there are unisex rest- 
room facilities everywhere. These were the kinds of 
thing that were thrown up as being unacceptable.

WPP: How has the role of women in society 
changed in your lifetime?
MAGOUN: When I was growing up, I wasn’t in
terested in the typical female careers. Intuitively, I 
was looking for where the decision-makers were -  
and in the 1950s and 1960s, you didn’t look to 
women for the power base. I was looking for some
thing other than what society was offering.

I grew up knowing nothing about women’s his
tory. I was an American Studies major at an Ivy 
League university -A merican Studies should include 
women, but guess what? It didn’t. I studied Consti
tutional Law, you’d think that the arguments about 
women trying to get the right to vote would have 
crossed the radar, but I didn’t hear a word about it.

As a child, I did not see women in decision mak
ing positions at all. In fact, until Debbie Stabenow 
was elected into the Senate in 2001,I was never rep
resented politically by a woman. It’s nice to have fe
males on the Supreme Court in Michigan as well as 
the national level, governor, senator, congress. We’ve 
made huge strides along the political lines. It’s also 
nice to have female doctors, lawyers, and accoun
tants. All those things could not be found when I 
was growing up -  they just did not exist.

Lives for women have changed for the better, 
but progress does not always move forward. I grew 
up in an era when there were no sports for women, 
but ironically, my mother’s era did have sports for 
women back in the 1930s. Similarly, the Affirma
tive Action proposal is an attempt to restrict the 
opportunities that women now experience that they 
did not have 30 to 40 years ago. In these cases, the 
best thing we can do is inform ourselves as much as 
we can and stand up for our rights - t hey’re fragile, 
but they’re very important.

If  you would like to get involved in local Womens 
History, you may consider joining the Womens History 
Project, a non-profit organization that seeks to preserve 
and recognize the contributions of women to theirfami
lies and communities in Northwest Lower Michigan. 
Visit http://www.whpnm.orgfor more details.

http://www.whpnm.orgfor
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Editor’s note: In the interest of fair press coverage, The 
White Pine Press arranged interviews via e-mail with ques
tions to both maj or party candidates competing in Michi
gan's gubernatorial race. Governor Jennifer Granholmfailed 
to respond by the confirmed date, thus her exclusion from 
this story.

A Landmark Visit
Dick DeVos and Jennifer 

Granholm expressed unan
imous support of repeal
ing the Small Business Tax in 
Michigan before the Detroit 
Regional Chamber’s Politi
cal Action committee at the 
group’s 2006 annual Macki
nac Policy Conference.

The vastly dissenting adver
saries came to seldom seen con
sensus at an ironic location - i t had been at the previous 
year's conference that Dick DeVos had stood in the Grand 
Hotel and announced his intent of candidacy for the 2006 
Governor race.

Now, thanks to his unprecedented multi-million dollar 
ad campaign, DeVos is a household name across Michi
gan, having toured and visited every county in the state 
during his campaign.

Despite the recognition, how much do Michigan resi
dents know about the policy, intent and history, the man 
who would be governor?

A Rich Legacy
Having recently celebrated his fifty-first birthday on 

Oct. 21, DeVos is leaving nearly three decades in the busi
ness sector. The son of the billionaire founder of Michi
gan-based Amway, Richard DeVos, the junior DeVos 
joined and climbed the ranks of his father’s company after 
receiving a business degree from Harvard.

“I haven’t been a politician. I’m an outsider,” DeVos 
said. “I’m a Michigan manufacturer with experience sell
ing Michigan-made products in over 75 countries around 
the world.”

Working on-and-off for Amway, DeVos eventually be
came the company’s president in 1993, and then presi
dent of Alticor in 2000. Alticor was created as the parent 
company of Amway and its subsidiaries after the DeVos- 
led corporate restructuring. He retired as president of Al
ticor in 2002.

“This experience makes me the best person to turn 
Michigan around and bring the change we need.”

A single-minded pursuit
“The top three issues of this campaign are jobs, jobs, 

and jobs,” said DeVos, who regards the current lack as 
the key factor in a multitude of Michigan’s economic is
sues; the candidate attributes job creation as a solution 
for nearly all.

Outlining his agenda for his first day in office, DeVos 
intends to convene a meeting of his cabinet and “give 
them this simple instruction: if an action creates good 
jobs, do it. If it hurts job creation, don’t.”

Education sliding down the learning curve
According to DeVos, the biggest problem facing new 

college graduates is the lack of in-state employment op
portunities. “We graduate some of the best prepared stu
dents in the world from world-class institutions of higher 
education, only to see them leave for other states because 
of lack of opportunity.”

Recognizing an education beyond high school as an 
essential aspect of tackling a technologically-driven, 21st- 
century job market, DeVos notes the rising cost of sec
ondary education as an inhibiting factor. “Our colleges 

and universities have been 
forced to raise tuition rates 
because the state has de

cided it would not make in
vestment in higher education 
a priority,” DeVos said,
“which has caused tuition 

across the state to rise 
by 50 percent in 
four years.”

Michigan's Future
With the global marketplace becoming in

creasingly crowded by industrializing nations,
Michigan’s long advantage as a manufacturing 
heavyweight is being contested. “There’s no mistak
ing that the auto industry will always be a critical 
part off our state’s economy,” DeVos said, " but look
ing forward we see that we have to diversify.” Citing 
the emergence of new industries, such as alterna
tive fuels, biotechnology, and health scienc
es and services, coupled with Michigan’s 
research universities and application of 
technical fields, DeVos feels that as 
governor he could make good use of 
these assets.

“Michigan has so much potential 
for alternative energy, said DeVos, 
referring to the state’s second largest 
industry, agriculture. “Not only is it 
smart for Michigan’s economy, but 
it is smart for our environment as 
well. We can combine our engi
neering know-how along with 
our agricultural capacity to be 
a leader, in alternative energy.”

The road to Lansing
Television viewers in 

Michigan began noticing 
DeVos advertisements last 
February, months before 
campaign hype usually be
gins in the state. By the time 
Granholm aired her first adver
tisement in August, DeVos had 
already spent an unprecedented 11.7 
million dollars.

DeVos' bombardment has been char
acterized as being vague and uninforma
tive - i f not mis-informative - b ut his 
blunt statements of dissatisfaction are 
the body of his appeal.

“This governor has failed the Michigan people by pro
viding no leadership to turn our state around. My oppo
nent wants four more years of the same - t he same old 
policies, the same old practices that have caused 85,000 
jobs to leave Michigan during her administration,”
DeVos said. “I will provide the leadership that will get 
Michigan back to work.”

Granholm has met DeVos' remarks head-on, disputing 
his claim as a job maker, asserting that DeVos is respon
sible for sending 1,400 Michigan jobs to China during his 
tenure at Amway/Alticor.

When the smoke has cleared, this will go down in his
tory as the most costly campaign that Michigan has seen.

Rich Robinson, executive direc
tor of a Michigan Cam

paign Finance Network 
study, estimates that 
the overall funds spent 
by both sides will be 
in the vicinity of 60 
million dollars.



The Issue:
Campaign Promises 

Our View:
If only it w ere  that 

easy...

C a m p a i g n  P r o m i s e s  

Q u e s t i o n a b l e

Dick DeVos is quick to point fingers at the current governor 
without acknowledging the lasting impact of former governor John 
Engler. DeVos was a large contributor to the governor who left 
Michigan 4 billion dollars in debt, and with a spending plan that al
located nonexistent funds - t hat’s deficit spending.

Upon election Granholm took on this debt and began redrafting 
the budget, having to cut/reduce some essential programs just to al
leviate this debt. Now, after one term, Granholm has cut that debt 
approximately in half.

DeVos' main call is the need for change, but change is not 
uni-directional, and if his change parallels his money trail (large

enough to be hard to miss), it 
could include more of this reckless 
spending. He has some lucrative 
promises, but where would the 
money come from?

As a college student grappling 
with the encumbering cost of sec
ondary education, DeVos’s call to 
reform holds lucrative hints.

The cost for a school to provide higher education rises annual
ly due to a few factors. On one hand, there is a semi-fixed rise that 
accounts for the inflation rate, and on the other is the increase as
sociated with the rising cost of goods, services and transportation.

Our state’s funding for secondary educational institutions has 
not risen at a proportional rate to maintain the real cost to stu
dents, thus the rise is passed along in the form of the annual tu
ition hikes that have us paying more and more for school each year. 
Unfortunately, we as students have become accustomed to this.

Suppose that DeVos were to restructure the system at a cost to the 
state, in essence taking on this raise each year to freeze the propor
tionate cost, it could help my peers and I. As it is now, we, the col
lege students, go into debt so our state can climb out, but if DeVos 
were to reverse that, would we complain?

Where would the costs lie then? Tuition debt follows you from 
state to state, but Michigan’s debt stays here. In essence, DeVos' 
plan to keep graduates in state to build 21st-century jobs could 
backfire horribly when graduates flee a fledgling state economy a 
decade from now.

Above this, an end to the tuition rises would not equate an end to 
the massive cost altogether, so a large debt will accompany the hap
less student regardless.

A  T i p p e d  H a t
The White Pine Press would like to commend NMC’s adminis

tration for their support of the left turn arrow, and their pledge of fi
nancial aid to the project.

A midday walk across campus reveals over-burdened parking lots 
representative of a commuter college serving a five-county region.
A quick lunchtime or rush-hour jaunt over to the intersection of E. 
Front St. and College Dr. reveals just how many of this commuting 
students push and dart through the intersection at peak hours. Past

accidents and too many close calls 
make it clear why the pushing line 
needs to be let through the fray.

Walter Hooper’s support, en
thusiasm and altogether under
standing of the situation come 
like a burst of fresh air through a 
crowed room. His plan to involve 

both students and members of the administration in a call to realiza
tion, on top of monetary help, provide hope.

It has been too long already, and the need will only grow. For the 
governmental powers-that-be to arbitrarily feel-out the intersection 
every few years and decide that there is no demand: hear us now.

MIKHAIL SCHILKEY
Press Editorial Board

S t o p  i d l i n g  y o u r  c a r s
I enjoyed reading your Oct. 23 piece, “Global 

warming’s effect on the Great Lakes." You list
ed some ways people can take to lessen the ad
verse effects of climate changes, thereby reducing 
greehouse gas emissions. May " suggest that you 
mention another action people can take: stop 
idling. Automobile idling is a major contributor of 
greenhouse gases, and people would be helping to 
lessen the impact on global warming by stopping 
their “idling behavior.”

I witness this behavior every day here at NMC. 
For example, a maintenance vehicle idles for as long 
as 20 to 30 minutes; in most cases with the vehicle 
unoccupied. Students seem totally oblivious to the 
fact that they’re idling their cars while they’re chat
ting with someone parked in a nearby car.

This behavior is repeated across the city, across 
the state, across the country. Imagine the amount 
of greenhouse gases produced in just one day in the 
United States.

GARY KLINGA
Traverse City, Mich.






















