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VOX HELD ITS FIRST MEETING in West Hall on Nov. 14.
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Press Staff Writer

The leaders of a new campus group believe the 
more people talking about sex, the better.

VOX -  derived from the Latin word mean
ing “voice,” -  held its first meeting in West Hall 
on Nov. 14. The NMC chapter is the latest in a 
string of campus VOX groups springing up across 
the country. The organization is fueled by Planned 
Parenthood, who hope the groups can reach out to 
young women’s rights activists.

“We have a big agenda,” said NMC chapter co- 
president Jamie Bell. “What we advocate is very 
important, and when I see people who give good 
feedback and support these views, it makes me 
feel optimistic.”

The new chapter is one of the 212 active groups 
in 37 states, the District of Columbia and Mexico. 
They hope to initiate dialogue on sex, advocate for 
reproductive rights and host activist events that will 
reach out to the student community. This new chap
ter is the ninth to form in the state of Michigan.

The NMC chapter was started by Bell and co- 
president Emily Magner. The local chapters re
ceive a basic group structure and information from

• See V O X  on page 2

jfcV HAVE IT YOUR WAY 
PI 6



F O R  T H O S E  I N  P E R I L  O N  T H E  S E A

Press photo/MOLLY THOMPSON
MARCH IN MOURNING The 31st annual Mariners Memorial Service took place in 
the courtyard of the Great Lakes Cam pus on Nov. 10. The yearly event honors the lives 
lost in the sinking of the Edmund Fitzgerald, and all sailors w ho 've perished plying the 
Great Lakes, 30,000 lives on approxim ately 6,000 wrecks.

M A G  continued
poetry, short story, sound, 
time-based/film, and interactive/ 
animation.

But “Censorship” is a spe
cial category open to all of the 
media, and the Magazine staff  is 
hoping to get entries on all sides 
of the issue.

“If the magazine turns out 
to be controversial, this will 
promote more discussion and 
awareness of our freedom of ex
pression, in all media, in our 
own country,” said Kasner.

The common understand- 
ing of “censorship” involves prior 
restraint exercised by a govern
ment. In the state of Michi
gan for example, artists’ content 
must follow three guidelines with 
their content in order to receive 
state grants for their projects: No 
human waste on religious sym
bols. No desecration of the flag. 
No depictions of sex acts.

But the Magazine is asking 
students to consider how self- 
censorship, can be aspect of ev
eryday life, like when a student 
writes a paper they think a pro
fessor will agree with, or when 
an employee sees something 
wrong, but does nothing.

“Most people think [censor
ship] is bad,” continues Cole, “but 
we all censor ourselves everyday.”

The addition of an overall 
theme isn’t the only thing new 
this year. To encourage more 
students to submit their work, 
the magazine has pushed back 
their deadline for submission. In

the past, the deadline for the fall 
publication fell only a few weeks 
into the semester.

This year there will be only one 
publication date, Thursday, April 
19, which is a change from recent 
years when the Magazine pub
lished both a fall and spring issue.

Two separate parts to the 
magazine will still be published: 
a literary print section and a 
DVD format for visual/audio 
submissions. Recent versions of 
the Magazine had drawn criti
cism for downplaying the text in 
favor of design.

Editor-in-Chief Shawn Kas
ner says whether that was the 
case is a matter of opinion.

"But we are now quite sensi
tive to that concern, thus one of 
our big changes: the lit. portion 
of the magazine being in print, 
devoted nearly entirely to text, 
enhanced, naturally, by good de
sign,” said Kasner.

All entries must be in digital 
format, either emailed or on stor
age devices, and submitted to the 
magazine by February 15, 2007.

The Magazine’s release on 
Thursday, April 19, will be cel
ebrated at a premier party. The 
event coincides with the NMC 
spring Art Show.

More details on how to submit 
pieces are available posted around 
campus and on the magazines 
main website, www.nmc.edu/ 
nmcmagazine and its two cen
sorship-focused blog sites www. 
myspace.com/nmcmag and www. 
nmcmagazine.blogspot.com.

V O X  continued 
Planned Parenthood, but no 
direct funding.

VOX is planning to host 
the Vagina Monologues in 
February and hold protests 
throughout the year to raise 
awareness. They hope to publi
cize what rights women do and 
do not have.

“We believe in comprehen
sive sex education and honest 
and accurate direction to facili
ties in the area,” said Bell.

They stress education as a 
means of accomplishing their 
goals.

“It’s important to teach 
people what pro-choice is all 
about,” said Bell. “This doesn’t 
mean we are pro-abortion, we 
believe in everyone’s decisions 
no matter what they do.”

They plan to attend pub- 
crawls to hand out condoms 
to help to raise community 
awareness.

“I’m just excited to go 
out to the bars and hand out 
condoms, to see the look on 
peoples faces,” said Jamaica 
Humphrey, a first-year student 
who attended the meeting.

Bell and Magner said they 
were surprised by the number 
of people who showed up for 
the initial meeting.

“Off the top of our head 
we contacted 19 people,” said 
Magner. “Over half of them 
didn’t come, but we still had 
21 people show up responding 
to our flyers.”

http://www.nmc.edu/
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U n i v e r s i t y  C e n t e r
A steady breeze along 

Boardman Lake is expected to 
help NMC expand its renew
able energy education program 
after a new wind power turbine 
was installed atop the Universi
ty Center on Friday, Nov. 17.

The generator is a major ad
dition to the colleges energy 
demonstration center, which 
provides training and education 
in renewable energy sources.

The 60-foot tower will sup
port a turbine with a 23-foot 
rotor diameter -  considerably 
smaller than the Traverse City 
Light and Power generator 
along M-72.

The $75,000, 10-kilowatt 
generator is expected to generate 
enough electricity to power one 
or two Traverse City homes.

Power generated by the sys
tem will be tied to the Traverse 
City Light and Power grid and 
will be continuously moni
tored for performance and reli
ability. This data will be used 
by technical students to study 
wind power generation and to 
train installers.

3 4 0  a t t e n d  

C a m p u s  D a y

■ CHRISTY GRAY
Press Staff Writer

Has it been a few years 
since you attended a college 
class? This years Campus Day, 
intended for adults fifty-fi ve 
and older, offered courses on 
dancing, bird feeding, conver
sational Spanish -  and even 
one on eBay.

“This is the first time I have 
presented here, although I’ve 
been attending regularly for 
years. I love doing it,” said 
Neal Breaugh, who taught a 
course on touring Civil War 
Battlefields.

Campus Day is a day-long 
event designed to promote life
long learning with a variety of 
mix-and-match classes.

Now in it’s 12th year, it 
is aimed at adults who view 
learning as a constant pro
cess. Over thirty sessions were 
offered this year. Attendance 
jumped from 273 participants 
to 340 this year.

Another Campus Day will 
be held in May.

O u t s i d e  t h e  c l a s s r o o m

M a n y  p a r t - t i m e  i n s t r u c t o r s  s p l i t  t i m e  b e t w e e n  N M C ,  s e c o n d  j o b s

■ EMILY MORGAN
Press Staff Writer

We all see our instructors in class and oc
casionally we see them walking around cam
pus. But when they leave the classroom, 
where do they go? Many part-time instructors 
have one or more jobs outside of teaching, 
like Diane Abhaya for instance.

Abhaya has been teaching yoga at NMC 
for two years now, and she also has two other 
jobs. Besides teaching classes here, she also 
works at an integrated health office in Tra
verse City since May of this year. Abhaya, 
who started playing the piano when she was 
five years old, and a year ago she began play
ing the piano for the Unity Church in Tra
verse City.

“If I had to choose between my jobs, I’d 
have to go with teaching yoga,” mentioned 
Abhaya, “because it provides me with inner 
peacefulness.”

Brenda Jones Quick, also a part-timer 
at NMC, is in her second year of teaching 
a probate and an Intro to Legal Assistance 
class here. Quick is also Of Counsel at the 
Smith, Haughey, Rice and Roegge law firm

part-time, and has been there the last four 
years. In the fall of 2005, Quick was a visit
ing professor at Jilin University College Of 
Law in China, where she taught American 
Jurisprudence. Quick recently finished re
writing the Michigan Constitution volume 
for LexisNexis.

Some part-time professors are indispens
able in their second workplaces, like Mer
edith Bevier. Bevier is assistant manager of 
Highlander, which is an assisted care facility, 
and she teaches an art education class here on 
campus too. She has been working at High
landers and teaching classes for three years 
and loves both of her jobs.

“I love to teach, and I feel like I teach the res
idents at the Highlander. It’s still like being in a 
classroom, but with older students,” Bevier said.

Part-time instructors aren’t only tempo
rary either, some stay around for a Long time, 
like Tom Willson for instance. Willson start
ed teaching his Intro to Business class back 
in 1982. Off-and-on for awhile, he has been 
teaching steadily at NMC for over twenty 
years. He also works at Grand Traverse Coun
ty’s 86th District Court, and has been there 
for over twenty-five years.

“I definitely enjoy teaching and interact
ing with the students,” noted Willson. “It is 
so rewarding.”

Many part-time teachers, such as Tom 
Auch, usually teach classes that relate to their 
“outside” jobs. In addition to teaching a 
computer graphics class at NMC, Auch is a 
computer consultant. Auch is also teaching 
Extended Education classes at the University 
Center in Traverse City. He has been working 
these three jobs for the past seven years.

“I couldn’t choose between my jobs, I love 
them all, it gives me a diverse schedule [be
cause] I do not like to have to focus on one 
thing,” commented Auch. “I like my mind to 
be stimulated.”

Besides their second or third jobs, part- 
time instructors must make time for their 
social and family lives, grading papers, and re
maining available to their students.

So the next time you are in your three 
o’clock class waiting for your professor to 
come and the red numbers on the clock say 
3:02, just wait. Stay for at least another five 
minutes before ditching the class because you 
never know if your teaching is hurrying from 
a demanding day job.

T h e  f i x  i s  i n

T e c h - s a v v y  d o r m  s t u d e n t s  a r e  

g o - t o  f o r  c o m p u t e r  r e p a i r

■  FROM STAFF REPORTS

When Lisa Steenhangen was having prob
lems with her computer, she didn’t call a 
computer repair shop, she just called down 
the hall.

“We get about five people a day,” said 
Bruce Abshire, a resident assistant in East 
Hall, who sometimes fields questions for 
Steve Farrer and Kris Kovach, two tech-sav v  
dorm students who are making a name for 
themselves as the go-to guys for free, on-the- 
spot computer repair.

“Its nothing that’s sponsored or supported 
by the college,” said Kovach. “It’s just a word 
of mouth thing.”

Farrer, 22, has a job on campus as an as
sistant for NMC’s technology department.
He can often be found at the East Hall front 
desk, where he began offering his know-how 
to students this year.

Kovach, 18, has been at the computer re
pair gig for two years, ever since starting a 
basement computer repair service at home in

Detroit. He is “A 
plus-plus” certified 
through his high 
school and confi
dent in his ability 
to build-up, tear- 
down and every
thing in between.

He began helping out in the dorms last 
year and said the demand for it just sort of 
grew. He estimates that he’s worked on at 
least 30 computers this semester, although he 
and Farrer don’t keep track.

Common problems run the gamut from 
overloaded and virus-ridden hard drives, to 
well, spiders.

“That’s the weirdest I’ve seen here,” Kovach 
said, about a student with several arachnids 
crawling through his terminal.

“He (Farrer) did a good job,” said Ryan 
Houstin, 19, who received Ferrer’s aid in re
moving some virus from a laptop. “It’s working

fine now. He actually knows what he’s doing.”
And contrary to popular belief, Farrer said, 

men can be just as tech-clueless as women.
“It’s pretty equal,” he said.
This service will not last forever. Kovach 

plans on doing it as long as he is living in the 
dorms and Farrer plans on doing it for the 
rest of the current school year.

Until then, the “duo” will, as Farrer said, 
help students with their problems before they 
run their computers over with a car or take a 
baseball bat to them.

StajfWriter Garret Schulke contributed to 
this report.
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M o r e  c i t i e s  t a k i n g  g l o b a l  w a r m i n g  s t a n d

■  MIKHAIL SCHILKEY
Press Editor in the Chief

Traverse City Mayor Linda Smyka is set to decide by Dec. 18 
whether or not she’ll join over 250 mayors across the country in 
adopting a version of Kyoto Protocol, the international effort to curb 
greenhouse gases.

These cities intend to do on a local scale what the Bush Adminis
tration won’t do on a national scale.

On Monday Nov. 13, the City Commission held a study session 
to determine what the move would spell for Traverse City.

Tom Karas, 47, of Interlochen, touted the notion before the 
Commission.

“We are here tonight to very specifically ask Mayor Smyka to sign 
on to the ‘Mayors’ Climate Protection Agreement,' " Karas said.

Appearing as a local member of the Sierra Club, Karas cited seven 
other cities in Michigan that have signed the agreement.

Though not officially tied to the Sierra Club, the group has be
come one of the most vocal supporters of the MCPA document by 
bringing it before city commissions nationwide.

Conceived by Greg Nickels, mayor of Seattle, Washington, the 
MCPA was unanimously passed by the U.S. Conference of Mayors 
on June 13, 2005, less than 6 months after the Kyoto protocol went 
into effect in the 141 countries that had ratified it. Mayors signed a 
document that mirrors the intent of the protocol and justifies its ap
plication in their city.

City Commissioner Matt Schmidt expressed support of the idea, 
but was skeptical about it in action.

“You’re asking us to take actions that stretch beyond city opera
tions,” said Schmidt.

Commissioner Ralph Sofferdine was concerned about the MC- 
PA’s economic impact, and called for a “tangible business plan” be
fore implementation.

According to the agreement’s endorsed language, “the United 
States of America, with less than five percent of the world’s popula
tion, is responsible for producing approximately 25 percent of the 
world’s global warming pollutants.”

The agreement applies a reduction target for the U.S. of 7 percent 
below 1990 levels by 2012, a projection of what the Kyoto Protocol 
would have required, had it been adopted.

The Protocol began as an amendment to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change in December of 
1997. The Clinton Administration demonstrated symbolic sup
port, then Vice-President Al Gore signed the document while 
calling for integration of developing countries before a push be
fore the senate for ratification.

Now, the Bush Administration refuses to move towards ratifica- 
tion because of what they feel is unfair leniency on the People’s Re
public of China, the second largest emitter of carbon dioxide behind 
the U.S. Bush also fears economic strains resulting from protocol’s 
guidelines, in addition to the Administration’s continued questions 
of whether the climate change issue is a valid threat.

As cities across America sign on to the MCPA, it is clear that 
many citizens have a different perspective of the threat climate 
change poses. Ranging from major metropolitan centers, such as 
Chicago - w ho completed ratification in August 2005, just after the 
MCPA passed - t o small towns like Marquette, Michigan.

“We are facing a crisis - I  hate to be an alarmist, but that is in
deed what we have in front of us,” Karas said in his appeal to the city 
commission. “There’s a positive image that will come with this that 
will have very distinct economic benefits.”

F R O M  T H E  S O U R C E ' S  M O U T H
By ESTHER P0SNER Press Staff Writer

T r a g e d y  

U n f o l d s

i n  C o l o m b i a

Since 2000, the U.S. has spent $4 billion on Plan 
Colombia. That’s 2 million tax-payer dollars per day 
going to Colombia; eighty percent of this money goes to 
Colombian security forces.

Originally drafted to reduce drug crop cultivation, 
improve human rights and support a peaceful end to a 
decades-old war, Plan Colombia is now being reevalu
ated by the international community. While Colom
bia’s performance has improved by some measures, the 
human rights situation in the country remains grave.

On November 14, Katie Knight, a Montana- 
based artist, activist, and educator, visited the cam
pus ofNMC to share what she has seen in Colombia. 
Knight has spent most of her life working on human 
rights issues and is a co-chair of the Montana Chapter 
of the Colombia Support Network, a grassroots human 
rights organization seeking to shift U. S. foreign policy 
to strengthening social programs, not oil extraction and 
military funding. In addition to recent human rights 
delegations in Colombia, Knight has also served as an 
election observer in El Salvador and Nicaragua.

WPP: Who are the key players in Colombia 
today?

KNIGHT: The military works hand-in-hand 
with the right-wing paramilitary death squads, 
which are supposedly being demobilized. But 
the paramilitary are being given immunity from 
their crimes and being allowed to keep the prop
erty that they’ve stolen, which is how they launder 
drug money.

There’s the FARC-EP (“People’s Army”), who 
have been around for 40 years and are the oldest and 
largest guerrilla movement in South America. FARC 
started with a platform of sharing power, redistribut- 
ing land and wealth, and basic social justice issues. 
There’s also the National Liberation Army, which is a 
guerrilla group a year younger than FARC.

US corporations such as Occidental Petroleum, 
Drummond Coal and Coca Cola are hugely prof
iting from the situation in Colombia. And there 
are all the social justice, human rights, community 
leaders and labor organizers. That’s who we sup
port. In our delegations, we accompany commu
nity organizers and labor leaders whose work is 
threatened primarily by the paramilitary.

On average, there are 20 people killed each day 
in Colombia in socio-political killings. The mili
tary and paramilitary are guilty of approximately 80 
percent, guerrillas commit about 20 percent - u su-

W h a t  is  b e in g  d o n e  t o  h e l p  t h e  

m i l l i o n s  c a u g h t  in  a  w a r  z o n e

ally against community organizers, labor organizers, 
human rights workers, teachers or heads of farmer 
unions. The government claims they are all guerril
las. The people know otherwise.

WPP: How has Plan Colombia affected the 
drug war?

KNIGHT: Aerial spraying of coca plants is US 
foreign policy, and we have sprayed almost 1.5 mil
lion acres of Colombia with glyphosate RoundUp 
Ultra. It’s 25 times the strength of regular Round 
Up with an extra sticking agent that is supposed to 
stick to the waxy leaves of the coca plants -w h ich 
are resistant.

But what are not resistant are the human beings, 
wild animals, livestock, and the crops. Over half the 
spraying has been done to food crops leaving people 
starving, forcing them to leave their land, and/or 
with severe health problems. In some Indian com
munities as many as 80 percent of the children have 
developed skin rashes because of exposure.

The chemicals are made by Monsanto which 
is not surprising if you remember Agent Orange. 
Monsato says to spray it from 10 feet off the ground 
so you can control where it goes. But there’s traf
fickers and guerrillas on the ground, so they spray it 
from very high altitudes, and it drifts all over.

Drugs are a huge part of the economy. Accord
ing to Colombian paramilitary leaders, 70 percent 
of their operating funds come from drug trafficking. 
Drug sales also fund the FARC which used to just 
tax all the activities in areas that they controlled.

We need to look at ourselves and ask what it is 
in the national character of the U.S. that motivates 
so much consumption of drugs? Where is that co
caine going? Why is it coming into this country? 
And in who’s interest?

If we don’t have drugs coming from Colombia, 
they will come from Bolivia and Peru. They will 
come from wherever people are so poor and des
perate that they will grow what they can sell. What 
we need to fund is alternative development so that 
people are given the opportunity to grow legal 
crops that can sustain their families. At the same 
time, we need to ask why people in the U.S. are so 
addicted. It’s a complex solution, but you can’t just 
dump chemicals on peasants and solve it.

To view Knight's art and testimony from Columbi
ans, Visit http://www.katieknight.net

http://www.katieknight.net
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It was back to the drawing 
board for this year’s engineer
ing students who are redesign
ing their car to race in the 2007 
Baja races.

This time they are working 
to conquer sea as well as land by 
constructing a concrete canoe to 
compete with in April, as well as 
continuing construction on their 
award-winning mini Baja car.

"I have worked with automo
tive cars for a while but build
ing, rather than fixing a car, 
is fascinating," said Ricardo 
Ramirez, a first-year engineering 
club member.

Although they have a car 
from last year’s entry to build 
from, the engineering club stu
dents are not taking this chal
lenge lightly.

“Our team is tied together to 
win,” said club president Alex 
Morozov. “We are very goal ori
entated and very determined.”

The Mini Baja is a nation
al challenge where students 
race their custom-built ATV’s 
against other colleges and uni
versities around the country. 
The vehicle must not only be 
able to complete a four hour 
endurance race, but it must 
compete in a tractor pull, 
a maneuverability trial, hill 
climbing and acceleration test
ing events. To make things 
interesting, students are not al
lowed to modify the standard 
ten horsepower Briggs & Strat
ton motor.

Last February, NMC was 
the first community college to 
ever compete in the Baja race at

Michigan Tech. The club raced 
off with a first place finish, beat
ing out 22 other schools.

The 2007 race takes place 
this February, with the canoe 
race following in April. The club 
is encouraging students to visit 
and support one of the col
lege’s only competitive sporting 
events.

“Our budget is substantially 
lower than that of a university, 
where mini Baja is a class rather 
than a club,” said Jim Coughlin, 
the faculty advisor to the club. 
“I'm really proud of the kids. To 
do what they have done is as
tounding.”

Not afraid to get wet, the 
engineering team is also con
structing an entry for the yearly 
Concrete Canoe competition. 
The team hopes to be a contend
er in the April race.

“We used to build one every 
year prior to the 2005 year,” 
Coughlin said. “We’ve built 
over six canoes over the past few 
years.”

In order to compete in the 
Concrete Canoe students must 
race a formed concrete boat 
lighter than 85 pounds. Al
though the canoe race is the 
main focus, the students are also 
graded on their presentation as 
well as design papers.

“Racing a concrete canoe 
would be fun but participat
ing in building it would be far 
more interesting,” said Dan Kel
ley, first-year student. “I would 
also love to go to the mini Baja












