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 ERIN BUSK
Press Staff Writer
If you’re angry that "Fast Food Nation” never 

screened in Traverse City, don’t take it out on 
the usher ripping your ticket.

Instead, walk down the hall and yell at the 
kids watching “Epic Movie.”

Coupled with Hollywood studio market
ing decisions, most often it’s that kind of high- 
grossing “lowest common denominator” fare 
that influences theater chains in choosing what 
films to screen.

“That pushes out the demand for movies like 
'The Last King of Scotland' because people who 
want to go see that aren’t the usual movie goers,” 
said Bryan Jeffries, the northern division buyer 
for Carmike Cinemas, Inc.

He said the faithful weekend audience, often 
simply young kids with cash to burn, drives the 
decision making for Carmike.

“It starts with easy demographic research 
about who goes to movies,” said Jeffries. “Usu
ally the 18-to-30-year-old person goes to movies 
every week, they are there every weekend.”

But in a smaller town setting, it’s the indi
vidual theater owner’s interpersonal connections

• See CARM IKE on page 2

N e w  d e a n  s e e k i n g  c h a n g e

F o c u s  g r o u p s  p l a n n e d :  N M C  w a n t s  t o  k n o w  

w h a t  y o u ' r e  t h i n k i n g

■
 JOSEPH VAN WAGNER

Managing Editor
It’s only her second semester, but Dr. 

Anne Monroe is already aiming for big 
changes.

Monroe, NMC’s new dean for student 
services, has kept her finger on the pulse 
of student life during the “strategic plan
ning” process, a college-wide makeover, 
a key part of which is bridging the com
munication gap between students and the 
college administration.

To this end a focus group is being con

vened to address campus culture needs and 
hear what students have to say.

“Student life involves experience both 
in and out of the classroom,” said Mon
roe, who plans to change the way the 
college finds out what students want to 
improve about their campus culture.

At the focus group, Dr. Monroe will be 
listening for feedback that answers two of 
Student Services’ biggest questions: What 
are the expectations of students, and how

• See M O N R O E  on page 3

STAYING
CONNECTED
Amelie Holtz and 
Chris Schim ke take 
advantage of wi-fi 
W ednesday night. 
W ireless Internet 
is now up and run
ning glitch-free in 
the NMC library, and 
students can log in 
and access the net
work using their 
normal NMC ID and 
password. The ex
panded wi-fi net
work is just one of 
many changes com 
ing to NMC intended 
to foster community.



CA RM IKE continued
with the area residents that determine the film choices.

“I know my audience,” said Bob Bahle, owner of 
Bay Theater in Suttons Bay since 1976. It’s the Lee
lanau and Traverse City residents willing to drive 
little further.

“They tend to be a little older and a more edu
cated audience,” he said. “Generally people who are 
retired or sensitive to critical reviews.”

Bahle looks at film grosses, but they aren’t the 
deciding factor.

“I follow the trades, I pay attention to the re
views,” he said. “I stay on top of what does well and 
try to get a sense of a film.”

Traverse City is also a small market for the film in
dustry. New York and Los Angeles are seen as barom
eters for how a film will do, with the rest of the nation 
written off as “fly-over country.” This has a significant 
impact on studio and marketing decisions.

But the Traverse City Film Festival may be chal
lenging that conventional wisdom.

The wildly successful comedy "Borat” for in
stance, had its first North American screening at 
the 2006 Film Festival. It’s reception played a major 
role in determining how widely the studio released 
the film.

“When the crowd at the State Theatre leapt to 
its feet and sang along to the Kazakhstan national 
anthem, he (Director Larry Charles) knew then if 
the film was playing this well in middle America, it

was going to do exceptionally well,” festival founder 
Michael Moore said to the Record-Eagle.

Even when a movie, in limited or national re
lease, has demand in Traverse City-sized towns, that 
doesn’t guarantee a spot on any screen.

“Everyone has to just wait in line and sometime 
Traverse City gets edged out,” Jeffries said.

And the Academy Awards certainly plays a role. 
“Movies like 'Little Children' didn’t get the 

[Oscar] nominations they were hoping for, so they 
stayed in that nationwide limited release,” Jeffries 
said.

This also plays a role with the Bay Theater. 
“Sometimes I can’t get them because the re

lease plan is so narrow it doesn’t come to place likes 
here,” said Bahle. “It all depends on the [distribu
tors’] marketing plan.”

Jeffries said that independent films start off 
in major cities to gain momentum, filtering into 
smaller markets as Oscar buzz grows.

“They become available in smaller towns basi
cally because they will make more money after an 
Oscar nomination,” said Jeffries

But even after a film has marketing momentum, 
sometimes too much time has passed and the de
mand has waned.

“Two months later it’s become old news,” said 
Jeffries. “In our business, 'better late then never' 
doesn’t always work.”



F i l k i n s  r e l e a s e s  a l b u m  o f  

" f i n g e r  s t y l e  g u i t a r  w o r k "

A d ju n c t  f e a t u r e s  N M C  a lu m n i  o n  " B o r d e r l in e  N o rm a l"

I MIKHAIL SCHILKEY
Press Editor in Chief

James Filkins has been playing music for 
over thirty years, performing in local bars 
and open-mic nights, all the while kicking 
around the idea of recording an album.

But last summer, he had a musical 
epiphany.

“I thought, what the hell -  I’ll just do 
it,” he said.

The part time NMC instructor has re
leased a full length album of original "finger 
style guitar work,” which he wrote, recorded 
and produced in his house last summer.

Filkins normally teaches a Shakespeare 
course, but is taking the current semester 
off. He also teaches Central High School, 
classes ranging from American Literature 
to Video Production.

The CD features two former NMC stu

dents, Jon Tornga, 20, and Matt Harting, 
21, who add some drum and guitar.

Filkins, 47, credits Harding with push
ing him to record the album and skillfully 
adapting to the alternative tuning and time 
signatures of the new age-esque effort.

Leading up to his recording process, 
Filkins listened to a lot of finger style gui
tar. Sorting through the liner notes of these 
albums, he noticed that many of them had 
been mastered by Bill Wolf, so, he decided 
to contact the Pennsylvania producer, who 
helped balance and clean up the sound of 
the recordings from across the country.

“He has done this for so long,” he said.
Wolf wasn’t the only person on the re

cord whom Filkins never met. California 
musician Michito Sanchez offered per

cussion-on the track “Possibilities” after 
Filkins couldn’t find a local drummer with 
a flare for the song’s offbeat timing.

“I just talked to him on the phone and that 
was it,” Filkins said. “You just talk to one guy 
and they hook you up with someone else.”

Filkins also worked with some other 
local artists. Marc Alderman contributed 
some percussion, and Neptune Quartet 
bassist Glen Wolfe designed the album art.

But despite all of the contributions, the 
effort was mainly solitary.

“I did it at home,” Filkins said, “So I 
had to get everybody out of the house.”

He used his summer to turn his house 
-  not just a room -  into a recording stu
dio. Working at home took of the pressure 
of paying by the hour at a studio, but he 
had to work during the day when his fam
ily was out. The pace was ideal, but not 
without headaches.

“You’re trying to engineer and be a 
musician at the same time,” he said. “You 
learn a lot about the process and what goes 
into it.”

The process was longer than Filkins had 
imagined, having to build an equipment 
inventory to outfit his home recording

studio. Purchasing microphones at nearly 
$1,000 a piece, Filkins ran the operation 
through his computer via a hardware inter
face called an M Box.

The setup paid off and he was able to 
forge a routine of recording tracks and 
then editing them a couple of days later.

But finishing the disc exposed Filkins to 
another side of the process: submitting the 
CD to reviewers, getting it on iTunes, set
ting up a website and finding local places 
to sell the album.

“It’s a lot of work,” Filkins said. “You’ve 
got to really want to do it because you’re 
not going to make any money.”

Borderline Normal is available at Hori
zon Books and Borders, and on the web at 
www.jamesfilkins.com

M O N R O E  continued from
is NMC meeting them?

Recently, Dr. Monroe has 
overseen office switches for Stu
dent Government, Campus 
Ministry and Upward Bound, 
and helped to turn the wi-fi net
work on at the University Cen
ter last November.

Monroe confirmed plans to 
bring wi-fi access to the rest of 
NMC’s main campus, including 
both residence halls.

Other plans for the near fu
ture include expanding online 
self-service on the NMC website 
to include both ordering of tran
scripts online and posting degree 
requirements to aid students who 
register for their classes online.

A new student directory, an 
idea initiated by the White Pine 
Press is also receiveing serious con
sideration, according to Monroe.
It will most likely be accessible 
only by students and only online.

“We want to use our re
sources more effectively in order 
to provide a better experience 
for students,” said Monroe, 
whose past experience in these 
areas include working as admis
sions director at Alma College 
and counselor at Central Michi
gan University. These, she says 
have allowed her to see the col
lege from both an institutional 
and student level.

The shift to a focus group 
strategy will address problems 
that don’t often emerge on tra-
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ditional surveys the college has 
used in the past, according to 
Monroe. The random-sample, 
computer tabulated surveys 
don’t provide the rich informa
tion needed to make decisions 
about student life.

Monroe believes that repre
sentative sampling with student 
focus groups will provide better 
answers and encourage more de
tailed commentary on how cam
pus culture can improve.

Before her March 9 departure, 
current head of housing and stu
dent life, Cathy Anthofer, will be 
setting up one such focus group 
to discuss what can be done to 
improve West Hall, student ser
vices and housing.

According to Anthofer, stu
dents living on campus have most 
recendy been concerned with pri
vacy in the residence halls. As a 
solution, a new housing plan that 
includes more single bedrooms 
has been presented. Cost con
cerns for revamping need to be 
addressed before moving forward, 
as housing is still completing 
payment for the summer 2003 
renovation of all rooms in East 
and West Hall.

Focus groups will hold short 
meetings in the residence halls, 
with times to be determined.

Interested students should 
inquire with Anne Monroe in 
the admissions office in the 
Tanis Building.

W i l d  n i g h t  i n  E a s t  H a l l  l e a d s  t o  

o n e  e x p u l s i o n ,  m a y b e  m o r e

I J.R. HOOVER AND JAN TEETER
Press Staff Writers

Two students who may have fled from an East 
Hall dorm room party were issued minor in pos
session tickets last weekend. One, Jesse Bishop, 
has been verbally expelled and is already at home 
in Detroit.

The party went awry when Resident Hall Super
visor Jennifer Metcalf responded to reports of noise 
in the south wing on Saturday night, Feb. 17.

Witnesses said that the partygoers, realizing 
who was knocking, slammed the door and re
fused Metcalf entry. She then called the Tra
verse City Police Department. When officers 
arrived, partiers fled through the bathroom 
into the adjoining room and fled from the first 
floor window.

A laptop and window blind were damaged 
in the ensuing rush, prompting a destruction 
of property call from the housing department 
the following day. At least six students -  some 
barefoot -  fled into the snow.

Bishop, 18, and another student (unnamed 
becasue he’s in the judicial process) were spotted 
speeding away in a Jeep with two other occu
pants. Officers pulled them over near the Pine- 
wood Apartments on Fair Street.

Bishop said he and the other student were 
administered roadside blood-alcohol tests and 
both blew positive. The driver and other pas
senger were tested and not ticketed.

The police returned to campus on Sunday to 
photograph three dorm rooms and further ques
tion Bishop and others.

Bishop said that financial aid problems as

sociated with his dropping a class were the official 
reasons for his expulsion.

Bishop is not the only dorm student in this 
situation. Some students have said the timing of 
the expulsion may suggest the events of the night 
were the underlying cause for the disciplinary ac
tion. Bishop said he has not yet recieved his expul
sion papers.

Metcalf is continuing to gather information 
about the incident and would not comment during 
her investigation. 

http://www.jamesfilkins.com


F R O M  T H E  S O U R C E ' S  M O U T H
By TIM KOENIG Press Staff Writer

" W i l l  t h e r e  e v e r  b e  

p e a c e  i n  t h e  H o l y  L a n d ? "

IAF h o s ts  fo rm e r  US d ip lo m a t S a m u e l W . L ew is
|  JOE SARAFA

Press Staff Writer 
Dr. Samuel W. Lewis posed the 

question, “Will there ever be peace 
in the Holy Land?” at the Interna
tional Affairs forum on Feb. 15 in 
the Milliken auditorium.

Having served as ambassador 
to Israel during the Carter and 
Reagan administrations, Lewis 
worked amid the worst of the 
1982 Lebanon War, as well as as
sisting in the negotiation of the 
Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty.

In his speech Lewis outlined 
reasons for the current Mid-East 
turmoil, which range from con
flicts over sacred grounds and ter
ritories to the ongoing history of 
bloodshed between the Israelis 
and Palestinians.

“We could see another con
flict like the Lebanon War within

the next six months,” Lewis said, 
noting that it is up to US diplo
mats to institute peace between 
Palestine and Israel. He doesn’t, 
however, see the move closer to 
peace happening with the current 
US and Middle East leadership- 
but said that some candidates for 
the US presidency may pursue 
such policy more aggressively.

Lewis is generally pessimistic 
about peace in the near future, 
but he did offer words of hope, 
“Miracles have been known to 
occur in the HolyLand.”

The next IAF, “US Energy 
Policy and National Security,” 
hosted by Dr. Shelia Ronis, Pres
ident of the University Group, 
will be on March 15 at 6 p.m.

I t ' s  a l l  a t  y o u r  

f i n g e r t i p s . . .

N M C  l i b r a r i a n  M a r y  B e e k e r  

o n  t h e  u p d a t e d  M i c h i g a n  

E l e c t r o n i c  L ib r a r y

The Michigan eLibrary(Mel) first appeared on 
the Internet in 1995 and has since undergone many 
incarnations. The state has continually attempted to 
make the service as user-friendly as possible and earlier 
this month the announcement came introducing the 
latest incarnation of the website. Mary Beeker, who 
works in the Osternlin Library as a professional librar
ian and administrator, has spent much time learning 
the system over the past three years and is the foremost 
MeL expert at NMC. The White Pine Press sat down 
with Beeker to learn more about this resource.

WPP: What exactly is MeL?
BEEKER; Think of it this way: instead of giv

ing individual schools a bunch of money for them 
to subscribe to information resources on their own, 
Michigan has put the money behind a statewide 
group subscription to many information databases. 
This group’s buy-in plan offers free access to these 
information sources for any member of the educa
tion field in the state.

Many states are moving towards this type of sys
tem. They can buy much more electronic access 
and provide it to schools much more easily than 
they could a physical book or magazine. This way 
there is access to this type of information twenty- 
four hours a day.

The state also gives individual schools reduced 
rates on certain specialized databases. Because of 
the nursing program here at NMC, we’ve taken ad
vantage of these rates and subscribed to some data
bases concerned solely with medical journals.

WPP: What other kinds of information can be 
accessed on MeL?

BEEKER: MeL has a whole range of very current 
information from sources like newspapers, maga
zines. Also, here you will find scholarly information 
which may be a little bit older, but much more aca- 
demic, like Nobel Prize winning works or items pub
lished in academic journals somewhat recently.

WPP: Do you think that this is a system that the 
average student is going to find useful?

BEEKER: We pay extra to subscribe to addi
tional databases not available on MeL that we feel 
are very beneficial to student and faculty research. 
So we don’t necessarily push MeL on our students 
as a research tool. I think it’s a great source for the 
public. This service is available to every Michigan 
resident at home for free. All you need is your driv
er’s license number to get access.

WPP: Do you have any concerns about the sys
tem for new users?

BEEKER: I’m not sure that I like the look of 
the MeL website. I think, to a certain extent, that 
librarians often have a hard time taking our lingo 
and making it understandable to the general public. 
On the MeL homepage, the “MeL Pathfinders” sec
tion, you find subject headings for highly searched 
information. That can be a little ambiguous. When 
you click on one of these subjects, it will bring up 
a list of all of the databases which are strong in a 
given subject. For instance, by selecting the “His
tory” subject heading, MeL will bring up the data
bases which have a lot of information to offer in the 
realm of history.

The other complication is that different databas
es have different levels of readability. Students using 
MeL in a primary schooling situation are not going 
to have the same reading comprehension as college 
students. We have to break it down in a number 
of ways to know what is appropriate for different 
users. They’re working on trying to make it all un
derstandable to any user.

MeL provides a wealth of information and that 
is very important here at Osterlin Library. As I like 
to think, you can’t force the value of library infor
mation — that’s not the point. That’s like trying to 
say you can only hang out with friends at the Load
ing Dock. The value is in hanging with friends, 
not where. The value is in the information, not the 
library, per se.





R e v i t a l i z i n g  s t u d e n t  l i f e :  

T h e  t i m e  i s  n o w

Its an oft-heard complaint among students and administrators 
alike: NMC is a commuter campus and therefore will never offer 
student life as rich as that of a university.

With new leadership in student life positions like director of 
housing, SGA advisor and a new dean of student services, and with 
housing numbers near an all-time high, we think the time is ripe to 
finally put this complaint to rest.

Dean of Student Services, Dr. Anne Monroe, and the rest of the 
college administration will be changing the way they ask questions of 
students. We applaud this move and the students who have already 
come forth to share their ideas on improving student life.

As a legacy, Cathy Anthofer will be setting up the first of what 
could be many student focus groups on campus. The initial goal in 
mind is to discuss housing issues and other campus culture improve
ments; hopefully proof that the college is willing to listen to what 
students have to say.

To make this gesture effective, student services need to make sure 
that students are involved every step of the way; not just planning 
and execution, but in providing constant feedback in order to ensure 
that student life improvements are effectively implemented.

The sense on campus is that Monroe is well-positioned to do 
just that. She has the ear of presidents council and is making her
self known to key faculty members, as well making herself available

now to the library on NMC’s main campus. There are also plans in 
action to expand the wi-fi network to be campus-wide.

Creation of an online student directory is being taken into con
sideration, which will improve communication among all students 
and staff members.

We support both of these changes and would like to add that 
forging this community also requires that students truly feel like 
their input is valued. The up-and-coming focus groups need to be 
visible on campus in order to properly serve their intent, to act as li
aisons between students and the administration.

Those setting up the focus groups must reach out to the gener
al student body at large, and not simply call upon the usual, already 
highly motivated students in the visible student groups. They must 
find a way to reach out to those kids who say “I wish this place was 
cooler” but you’ll never drag to a meeting. Use Facebook, perhaps?

And once the channel for the communication is open, students 
have to respond with their ideas and their presence. This should not 
be a process about addressing complaints like parking, it should be a 
process about looking forward. We must take the initiative ourselves 
to come up with ideas and present new solutions.

Ultimately, we appreciate the institutions lean towards involving 
students in the decision-making process, but the last thing we want to 
hear is the same rhetoric about “finding it here.” We don’t need to be 
sold on anything -  we’re already here and we want to leave our mark.

The time is now.
JOE VANWAGNER AND MIKHAIL SCHILKEY
Press Editorial Board

C o rrec tio n : Due to an editing error, a story about NMC head 
of security, Cathy Anthofer, incorrectly identified her as the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security representative for the Grand 
Traverse Region. She is the Homeland Security Representative for 
NMC’s campus only.

to student groups like SGA and 
White Pine Press.

Forging this community re
quires that students have the abil
ity to communicate with each 
other, and we like recent efforts to 
improve student-to-student com
munications.

Wi-fi network access came to 
the University Center last fall, and

C a t h y  A n t h o f e r  s e r v e d  

s t u d e n t s  w i t h  d e d i c a t i o n  

a n d  c o m p a s s i o n
I wanted to take this opportunity to say to the 

NMC community just how much Cathy Anthofer’s 
presence at NMC has had an impact on the stu
dents she served.

I first met Cathy Anthofer in Fall 2002. I was 
a dorm resident then and had very little contact 
with Cathy my fi rst semester, but towards the end 
of that semester when my dad passed away Cathy 
had all the RA’s sign a card for me. I hardly knew 
Cathy, yet she made it a point to reach out and 
make sure that I was OK.

Over the following Christmas break I was hired 
by Cathy to be a temporary office assistant in the 
Housing office. I got to know Cathy on a more 
personal basis. Over that Christmas break I was let 
go from Pizza Hut. That very same day Cathy hired 
me to be part of the Parking Assistance Team. Then 
the next semester I was hired on Campus Security 
and have worked there ever since. Cathy has held 
my job with Security three times when I was called 
to duty in the Coast Guard Reserves, which said to

me that she supports a students total learning expe
rience, even when it is interrupted.

It wasn’t untilI I interviewed Cathy for my 
Management Class project that I realized just how 
much of an impact Cathy had at NMC. I became 
aware of all the different duties she had to take 
on as Campus Security Director, Housing Direc
tor, and Student Life Director, when at most other 
colleges there would be one person for each of 
these jobs. Cathy tackled them all with the most 
professional attitude.

My admiration of Cathy grew after that inter
view. I often would seek her advice on life’s chal
lenges. I noticed this wasn’t any special treatment 
for me; Cathy was always ready to put a students’ 
issue? before her own. She extended the same treat
ment to all people. She always looked for the good 
in students even when they made bad decisions, 
and always gave people the benefit of the doubt. I 
know I speak both for my coworkers at security and 
the student body when I say that we wish Cathy 
the best at her new job. NMC is going to miss 
Cathy Anthofer.

STEPHEN GRIMA
NMC Student/ Campus Security





















■ JOANNA ROE
Special to the Press

Imagine you are at a nice res
taurant with someone special. A 
waiter approaches and asks, “May 
I recommend with your dinner 
a 1999 Lafite-Rothschild Bor
deaux? Or perhaps a 1999 Cha
teau Fourcas Hosten Bordeaux?”

Be careful what you say next. 
Both are from the Bordeaux re
gion of France and both are made 
from the same grape, but the dif
ference in price is around $1,200.

It’s almost impossible to drive 
within 10 miles of NMC and 
not run into at least one winery. 
What was once the land of cher
ries is now overrun with Pinot 
Noir, Riesling, and Gewiirztra- 
miner. And it’s becoming more 
common to see a few open bot
tles of wine instead of the stan
dard keg at college parties.

So if you are thinking putting 
down the Bud Light for some
thing a bit more fashionable, here 
are a few pointers about ordering 
wine that will not only impress 
your date, but keep you from 
blowing your tuition.

Hey big spender...
When you first start sampling 

wines, there is really no need to 
spend $80 on a bottle of Napa 
Valley Merlot. Sure, you’re going 
to look like a high roller, but you 
can have an equally great expe
rience at a quarter of the price; 
sometimes the name on the label 
alone can add $50 to the bill. In
stead of a high-priced California 
red, try a Merlot from Oregon or 
Washington. It could save you a 
few dollars and be just as enjoy
able. You may want to go “New 
World” and try something from 
Argentina, Chile, or Australia. 
These wines tend to be inexpen
sive but of high quality. Better 
yet, sample from the wide range 
of Michigan wines that are liter
ally springing up in your own 
back yard.

Start simple
Wine, to some, is considered 

an acquired taste, so start with 
wines that tend to be more palat
able. If you’re interested in red 
wines, you may want to forego a 
Cabernet Sauvignon for a lighter, 

sweeter Pinot Noir. If white is 
your preference, choose a Pinot 
Grigio or Riesling instead of 
Chardonnay.

Order wine with 
your food in mind

When deciding between red 
and white, the rule of thumb 
has always been “red with meat, 
white with fish.” Although you 
should feel free to ignore this 
suggestion, there is something 
to be said for age-old wisdom. 
Don’t be embarrassed to ask for 
a description or a suggestion 
from your server. That’s why 
they get paid the big bucks.

The presentation
So you’ve ordered your wine 

with grace and savvy. Be careful

not to blow your cork before the 
wine is poured! When the waiter 
returns with your wine, talk to 
your date while he opens the bot
tlle-do you like being stared at 
while you’re working? When he 
offers you the cork, examine it for 
sliminess and excessive dryness, 
but don’t sniff  it. Guess what? 
Cork smells like cork. If the wine 
is bad, trust me, you’ll know it.

After you’ve been poured your 
first taste, check the color for any 
dullness or brown tones, as this 
could mean a bad bottle. Next, 
swirl the glass to let in some air. 
This will allow the dormant fla
vors to surface and caress your 
palate with fruity pleasure.

If the wine passes visual in
spection, put the glass to your 
nose and take a few long whiffs. 
Although it may be very diffi
cult to separate individual flavors 
at this point, if  there is anything 
wrong with the bottle it should 
be obvious. Thrusting your

sensitive sniffer into a glass of 
“corked” wine is a lot like being 
slapped in the face with hundred 
year-old, wet newspaper: musty 
and offensive.

If all goes well with 
the sight and smell, it’s 
time for the fun part.

The tasting
As with most first 

impressions, your first 
taste of wine is the most 
important, so don’t be 
over do it. Take a small 
taste in your mouth and 
roll it, allowing it to 
saturate all of your taste 
buds. Suck in a little air 
to “open” up the wine.
Be aware of any flavors 
that seem off, like bit
terness or must. As your 
wine sits in a glass ex
posed to air, it’s only 
going to get better, so 
it you liked your first 
taste, drink on.

Hints of tobac
co, cinnamon, and 
black currant...

There’s no denying that if 
you’ve just started drinking wine, 
many wine descriptions sound 
kind of snooty. One reads, “A 
decadent and spicy Sonoma red 
with well-integrated tannins.”
No wonder wine intimidates so 
many people. But once you dis
sect these descriptions they can 
be very useful in finding a wine 
that works for your taste.

Keep it simple when you’re be
ginning, but there are certain fla
vors just about anyone can pick 
out. Citrus, oak and grass are 
very distinctive and recognizable 
in wines like Sauvignon Blanc, 
Chardonnay and Riesling. When 
it comes to red wines, blackber
ry, cherry and plum is evident in 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and
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Pinot Noir. Don’t get frustrated 
if  the “essence of leather” eludes 
right now, you’ll get there. You 
may not know it, but you have a 
palate, use it.

Make sure your date 
likes the wine, too

The waiter will also pour your 
date a taste, and chivalry de
mands that you defer to the lady. 
If the lady approves, then nod to 
the waiter.

Cheers!
You’ve ordered, smelled, and 

tasted. The only thing left to do 
is enjoy. If you have trouble find 
something that suits your taste, 
don’t be discouraged. The world 
of wine, like most great things, 
is infinite. Sooner or later you’re 
bound to try something that’ll 
blow your skirt up. Remember, 
your tastes are your own; there 
is no wrong answer, so drink 
what you like - a s long as it’s not 
White Zinfandel.


