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300 sign petition for
em e rg en c y c o n tra c e p 
tion thru h ealth serv ices
MIKHAIL SCHILKEY
I Press Editor in Chief
The campus pro-choice
chapter of VOX recently col
lected 300 signatures and is
petitioning NMC to make
emergency contraception avail
able through student health
services.
“Other universities have
this, other schools have this,
why not ours?" said Emily
Magner, the VOX chapter
co-president. VOX is a na
tional Planned Parenthood-fu
eled women’s rights advocacy
organization with chapters at
212 schools in 37 states. Their
agenda includes initiating dia
logue on sex, advocating for
reproductive rights and hosting
events for the student commu
nity. The NMC chapter began
in November 2006.
The petitioners gathered
300 signers - staff, students
and administrators alike on Wednesday, Feb. 28, and
Thursday, March 1.
“Paul Heaton signed it,”
Magner said. Heaton is the
public relation director for
NMC. He said his signature
reflects encouragement of stu
dent groups activity and is a
personal opinion on the issue,
not NMC’s.
“The health clinic told us
that there wasn’t a need for it,”
said VOX co-president Jamie
Bell. “So, we decided to prove
that there was a need.”
Plan B, or the “Morning
• See V O X on page 2

H o u s in g o ffic ia ls u s in g o n lin e p r o f ile s a s e v id e n c e
JASON KLEFISCH
Assistant Editor
Three East Hall residents are facing disciplinary action for drinking in the dorms after
housing officials used Facebook photos as
evidence to elicit confessions, causing unrest
among residents over feelings of being target
ed and privacy violation.
Photos obtained on Facebook, a social net
working website popular with students across
the country, was used by Residence Hall Su
pervisor Jennifer Metcalf to glean confessions
from Molly Burr, 18, Katie Brandt, 19, and

I

Timothy Bowman, 20, all East Hall residents.
Each received a letter from Metcalf in early
February asking for an individual conference
over “submitted” photographic evidence that
showed a violation of the residence hall alco
hol policy. Each is facing potential punish
ments including community service, written
reflection and alcohol education classes. The
letter is filed in their disciplinary record.
NMC is a “dry” campus and no alcohol is
allowed in any form.
Metcalf said that Facebook has recently
become a useful means of catching students
violating policies and restrictions, but denies
trolling online social networking sites for evi• See F A C E B O O K on page 2
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V O X continued
After Pill” was approved the as safe and legal for
over-the-counter distribution by the Food and
Drug Administration last fall.
Director of Health Services Alycia Rhein, was
unable to articulate the decision making process for
offering the pill, but said meetings were planned.
"I don’t think that we’ve done enough research
or talked to the right people to see if it’s a need we
should be providing,” said Rhein. "It’s kind of up in
the air.”
Magner believes lack of general student knowl
edge about health services is the reason students are
not asking.
“About a quarter of the people we talked to said,

'we have a health clinic?'" she said.
Student health services is located in room 106 in
the Les Biederman Building on main campus. The
office is staffed daily during the week by registered
nurses available on a walk-in basis.
Bell said they plan to keep petitioning and are
shooting for a quarter of the student body. Fu
ture group goals include getting birth control made
available and revising the NMC rape policy.
“I think that we’re breaking ground here and
putting together a plan for other schools to follow,”
she said.
VOX meetings are held every Thursday in Scholars
Hall, room 205, between 5 and 6:30p.m.

FA C E B O O K continued
dence herself.
“I don’t go looking for pictures of students
drinking in the dorms,” said Metcalf. “Sometimes
photos are just slipped under my door with a note
saying, 'have you seen this?' "
The tactic is not only being utilized at NMC,but at colleges across the country. Although legal,
it has some residents feeling their privacy has been
violated, amplifying an already contentious situa
tion in the dorms.
“There are tons of pictures of kids drinking in
the dorms and only three get busted for it?” said
Bowman. “I know it’s posted on the web, but I feel
as though we were targeted.”
Burr said the meeting with Metcalf lasted about
three minutes, in which she was asked to identi
fy herself in several black and white photographs
printed off Facebook.
“During the meeting I was warned that the cops
could be called and I could be given a (Minor in
Possession ticket) for the photos,” she said.
She said Metcalf warned her of harsher poten
tial consequences. The meeting concluded with a
“heads up” that she would have to adhere to the
punishment Metcalf decided.
Metcalf said students need to think twice before

compromising themselves with pictures posted online and remember that anyone can view it.
“I don’t feel as though we are violating rights to
privacy,” she said. “If a student is posting some
thing on Facebook then they should understand
the rights and responsibilities when they sign up
for it.”
Brandt went through the same process with
Metcalf. However, she does feel her privacy was vio
lated when images of her were posted online with
out her consent. Facebook allows members to post
and “tag” photos of their friends, with or without
their permission. These images are viewable by any
one within that given network.
“I don’t have Internet in my room to check what
photos I am being tagged in on a regular basis,” she
said. “I’m going to be mad if I have to do community
service for photos that someone else posted of me.”
Bowman feels the resident assistants used Facebook to single out students in order to show that
the college is actively dealing with recent disciplin
ary problems in East Hall.
“It’s almost like Housing had a quota to fill and
the RAs used Facebook to pick up the slack,” he said.
Editor’s note: Timothy Bowman is a regular con
tributor to the White Pine Press.
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KRISTOPHER KOVACH
Press Webmaster

A winter storm that blasted northern Michigan
prompted NMC officials to close campus twice in
one week, throwing a wrench in student and staff
scheduling, and canceling a campus visit by Gover
nor Granholm.
A Sunday, Feb. 27 storm dumped over half a
foot of snow on the area, causing college officials to
call a snow day for the next day, Monday. This may
only be the fourth full snow day in NMC history.
The college shut it doors again at 3 p.m. on
Thursday, March 1, in anticipation of another mas
sive storm that covered the northern Lower Penin
sula with high winds and ice, but missed Traverse
City with the brunt.
The double snow day week caused scheduling
difficulties for some staff and students, and provid
ed others with much-needed catch-up time.
"I worked on a lot of homework that otherwise
I would not have gotten done,” said student James
Manning. “So, I was actually able to get ahead.”
Others had class schedules rearranged on short
notice. Rachel Crawfords biology field trip with
John Sullivan got axed on Thursday.
“Now, instead of going on the field trip later on
this semester, we're going to have a boring lecture
instead,” Crawford said.
Vice President Stephen Siciliano makes the call
on campus closings. He checks the forecast, con
tacts the county road commission for the scoop
on conditions, confers with the grounds crew and

checks what local businesses and the Traverse City
schools are doing.
“Basically, our decision mainly relies on wheth
er or not we can have all of our campuses clear of
snow by 7:30 a.m.,” he said.
A Board of Trustees meeting continued as
planned that Monday. On campus, the Northwoods Cafe stayed open for dorm students. The
solar power panels at M-TEC had to be shoveled
off by hand to stave off damage from ice buildup.
Governor Granholm cancelled her stop at the
Oleson Center that Thursday for a special appear
ance arranged by TV 9&10 news.
East Hall residents chose to make the best of it
by staging an impromptu snowball fight, snowman
building contest and other outside activities.
“We just figured that everyone would be bored
with nothing to do,” said Resident Assistant Rhon
da Nieman.
Other dorm residents holed up inside with
video games.
"I’m going to play unlimited Halo 2 on my
Xbox Live as much as I can today,” said dorm stu
dent Tyler Rand. “I need to catch up.”
Historically, the college rarely closes for a full
day because of snow. The last full snow day was
Feb. 17, 2006. Before that it was January of 1995.
The college does not keep detailed records of snow
days. The legendary blizzard of 1978 caused the
campus to close for three consecutive days.
“I did find it surprising that the college closed
twice in one week,” said Janice Root, the Commu
nications Dept. office manager. “It’s very rare.”
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MIKHAIL SCHILKEY
Press Editor in Chief

The long-awaited strategic
plan was presented in draft form
to NMC’s board of trustees and
community members at a spe
cial meeting held on Monday,
March 5.
NMC President Tim Nelson
read die document to attendees
and the board, and then opened
the fl oor to commentary. Board
members expressed excitement
and approval, but will make the
final choice whether to adopt the
plan at its March 26 meeting.
“Some basic assumptions are
going to change and change the
way we do business - w e’re try
ing to pre-empt this,” Nelson
said of the plan.
The strategic plan itself con
sists of three “strategic initia
tives,” responding to community
learning needs, resource manage
ment and decision-making, with
specific goals under the catego
ries providing a starting point
for forming questions the insti
tution needs to ask of itself.
“This cycle will go on forev
er,” Nelson said of the plan’s call
for constant assessment, plan
ning, execution and reassess
ment. " AQIP is a continuous
improvement process.”
AQIP is the college’s main ac
creditation system, and it provides
the principles behind strategic
planning according to Craig Mul
der, head of AQIP implemen
tation and director of learning,
resources and technology.
“AQIP really fits well with
what we want to do as an in
stitution,” Mulder said, adding
that although AQIP does not
mandate a strategic plan, “stra
tegic planning is something that
every institution needs to be
doing,” he said.
Mulder, who also sits on the
strategic plan task force, ex
plained the plan as a template
for action. Rather than create
one plan and charge ahead for

10 years, the specific initiatives
work to hasten policy changes to
fit rapidly evolving local/region
al/state economics.
The task force is still work
ing on how they will determine
what policies need to be changed
or discarded.
Another aspect of the plan
involves balancing institutional
goals with personal goals for fac
ulty and staff.
"How much does the institu
tion say, 'this is how you do these
things’ versus how much the fac
ulty member says, 'I want to do
these things,' " Nelson said.
Kathleen Guy, NMC vice
president, claims there are three
main goals to this side of the
plan: program, service, and at
titude, meant to inspire indi
vidual connection to goals, not
institutional.
“We’ll have a single office
where you can go if you have an
idea or a need that’s not being
met, you can act on it,” she said.
Overall, the plan is being
touted as a behind-the-scenes
type of improvement for the way
the college operates.
“I don’t know if in a year
you’re going to see and feel ac
tual results,” she said. “Physi
cally, we won’t look that much
different.”
The plan recently received
scrutiny from the Traverse
City Record Eagle, for its short
length (two-pages), its large
$38,000 price tag and potential
conflict of interests in the ex
ternal consultants hired to help
create the plan.
“I think that we got a good
value for our money,” Nelson
said, adding that he would rath
er have a smaller, accessible plan
than a large bureaucratic docu
ment that staff wouldn’t read.
“The result is a plan that peo
ple can remember and put into
action,” he said.
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NICK PERRY
The Seattle Times

■

Four days unplugged? LOL ... RU crazy?
It’s tough tuning out in today’s world. Just ask a dozen communi
cations students at Seattle University who recently attempted a 96hour “media deprivation” experiment:
No listening to iPods or car radios. No checking e-mail. No chat
ting on cellphones. No surfing Web sites such as MySpace.com or
Facebook.com. No watching “Desperate Housewives” or “The Daily
Show with Jon Stewart.”
The experiment originally was supposed to last a week, but it was
scaled back when the students protested. But even four days was too
much _ each of the students cheated, some more than others.
Which perhaps proves professor Mara Adelman's point: The art of
alone time is increasingly lost in our hectic, frazzled, wired lives.
Adelman believes her new upper-level course “Restorative Soli
tude” is unique. It explores the importance of quiet time for clarity,
creativity and spirituality, and touches on techniques ranging from
long-distance running to meditation. It also explores the darker side
of solitude: loneliness and isolation.
Students spend time in each class trying such meditative tech
niques a slow walking and focusing in on breathing, and they
complete projects examining various aspects of solitude. Seattle
University, with its Jesuit underpinnings, offers a range of liberalarts courses that attempt to mesh academics with spirituality and
well-being.
Before attempting Adelman’s media diet, students kept a log of
their consumption. On a typical Thursday, junior Blaire Babcock,
21, found she checked her e-mail five different times, turned on the
TV three times, checked her phone messages twice, browsed Facebook.com once, and once listened to her radio while jogging.
"After reviewing my media log I noticed that I compulsively
check my e-mail and phone messages for a fear that I will miss some
thing. I found that I become anxious before I check my e-mail,” she
wrote in a course paper. “I turn on the TV as soon as I am up or re
turn home. I enjoy the background noise but I rarely give it my full
attention. I’m often multitasking.”
The diet came as a revelation to Babcock and the other students.
“The silence was deafening,” said junior Cheryl Lee, 20. “You
have to get comfortable with just listening to yourself and your
thoughts because there’s nothing to keep you distracted.”
Lee and the other students said they felt better able to con
centrate and discovered they had more free time to spend reading
and doing homework.
Lee also found one unexpected benefit. Because her CD player
didn’t start blasting the moment she turned the key in her 2005 Toy
ota Corolla, for the first time she noticed an unusual rattling noise in
the engine: “like there’s marbles inside a box and someone’s shaking
the box.” She is planning to consult a mechanic.
Lee said her undoing came with her cellphone, which she
switched to vibrate and mosdy left at home, but which she couldn’t
face turning off altogether.
“There’s some things that need to still be communicated via the
cellphone,” she said.
Cecile Andrews, a guest lecturer and author of the book “Slow is
Beautiful,” told the class recently that it seems people across the U.S.
have ratcheted up the pace of their already crazy-busy lives.
“It’s a bizarre way to live,” Andrews said. “It just doesn’t work.”

Rob Houston is a busy guy. After receiving his
B. S. in geologyfrom Central Michigan University,
his B.A. from Rice University in Texas and work
ing as a scientist, Houston started teaching geology
at NMC, which he has donefor the past sixyears.
He teaches Physical Geology, Historical Geology,
Life of the Past, Earth Science and Oceanography.
While he makes sure to include a t least onefield trip
in each of his classes, he also teaches a full field trip
lab class in the Springfor students, who are serious
about getting elbow deep in the earth. For the last
sixyears the class has been a Michigan Basin Geo
logicalfield trip; students taking ENV270 this year
will be camping around the Upper Peninsulafor a
week while they unearth and examinefossils.
The White Pine Press talked to Houston tofind
out about past lifefound in Michigan and learn
tipsfor the weekendfossil hunter.
WPP: Can you explain a little about the natural
history of Michigan and why this is a good area
to hunt fossils?
Houston: The bedrock of the Lower and Eastern
Upper Peninsular is Paleozoic in age (from about
540 to 245 million years old). During this time,
most of North America, including Michigan, was
below sea level. This combined with the fact that,
at the time, the entire continent was located closer
to the equator, provides all of the right conditions
for shallow marine organisms. The bedrock in our
area is made up primarily of shale and limestone,
both of which lead to excellent fossil preservation
and are full of many species of marine organisms.
WPP: What are some types of critters that we
might find around the area?
Houston: Some of the most common things you
might find are various types of extinct corals. One
group of these coral is typically called the “honey
comb” coral. These fossils are everywhere. If you know
what you’re looking for, it’s harder not to find them.
The one that everyone knows as the “Petoskey
Stone,” are very prevalent in Northern Michigan. It
is, however, uncommon to find the "perfect” Petos
key Stone that is nice and polished by wave action.

Most people are looking for specimens like this, but
it much more common to find them in the bedrock.
If you go to rock outcrops in quarries around Peto
skey or Charlevoix you have just gigantic pieces of
this coral because they were large colonial animals.
Another fossil to look for is the “horn” coral. It
does in fact look very similar to a horn. There is a
whole variety of this solitary coral.
Animals other than corals you might find in
clude brachiopods. These critters are shelled and
will look similar to a clam, to most people. They
are very abundant and diverse.
Less common, but still findable in the area is
everybody’s favorite, the trilobite. Fairly prevalent
are various cephalopods, which are squid-like crea
tures. These guys are mobile predators who would
be swimming around in the water column. Because
of this mobility, they are less likely to be preserved
than the other critters mentioned who are immo
bile and are commonly fossilized.
WPP: How would I know if I had found a
unique fossil?
Houston: If you don’t know much about fossil
identification, you can bring it in to me and I’d be
happy to do my best to help to identify it or give
you an estimate as to it’s age. You must take into
account how rare the specimen is along with how
well it is preserved when discerning if it a special
fossil or not.
WPP: What are some of the most interesting fos
sils that people have brought in?
Houston: Well, that’s always a tough question.
What you may think is an interesting fossil might
be different from what a geologist finds interesting.
I get very excited about ancient bacteria, whereas
you might like to see, say, a preserved fish. Really
it’s about the volume of stuff that we get. We’ve had
just about everything brought in. We get stuff lo
cally and we get stuff from around the world. I had
a guy who brought me some specimens from the
Canadian arctic. I’ve brought some samples from
Texas. Come on in if you’re interested and check
some samples out.
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With the ever-expanding wine production in the region, NMC
should place itself at the forefront of northern Michigan’s agricultur
al shift from cherries to grapes.
According to the Michigan Department of Agriculture, 51 per
cent of Michigan’s wine grapes come from Leelanau and Old Mis
sion Peninsulas, making this the best-suited area in the region.
Michigan has established itself as the fourth largest grape-growing
state in the nation and wine production is nearly double what it was
less than a decade ago. Local wine selection has become more distin
guished and its reputation continues to grow.
With a number of local experts
and professionals to lend support,
an oenology and viticulture program
could offer students a comprehen
sive and unique learning experi
ence, and provide formal, specialized
training in a booming business.
Some might say this tack has
been tried and failed by sever
al colleges in the state. Kirtland
Community College and North
Central Community College’s viticulture programs struggled with
lack of funding and were eventually shut down. Even Michigan State
University discontinued its two-year viticulture program in 2005 due
to a lack of resources, with no plans of reviving the program in the
near future.
Where they failed, however, NMC would succeed.
NMC currently owns 54 acres of undeveloped property across
the street from campus on Eastern Avenue. The location is less than
eight miles from the vineyards on Old Mission Peninsula and offers
ideal conditions for grape growing with clay-based, nutrient-rich soil
on south-facing hillside.
The college would also benefit from local business support. The
twenty area wineries would undoubtedly be interested in hiring
degree-holding locals. The wineries on both peninsulas, as well as
specialty stores in town, could offer numerous employment and in
ternship possibilities for students.
Local training could also incorporate the practices of businesses
that are looking to extend the science of viticulture by exploring al
ternative and organic growing methods.
Other college programs outside of the region have met with suc
cess. Chemeketa Community College in Oregon spent $2.74 million
to starting up a viticulture program in 2003. Around 50 students per
semester take the t wo-year associate’s degree program.
NMC recently spent half that, $1.3 million, renovating the Oleson Center, which offers little more than a place to hold Board of
Trustee meetings and handle culinary overflow.
Beyond benefiting from a unique niche in our environment,
this marks a perfect opportunity to show students tangible imple
mentation of the proposed strategic plan the college just spend over
$30,000 on, and lay forth its real applications. Beyond just "exhibit
ing foresight,” it offers “career/occupational education and workforce
development,” as well as “contributing to regional economic devel
opment.” All proposed strategic initiatives.
Raising funds for the program could involve both the NMC
foundation and donors, and local businesses, each of which are
backed by the large and growing wine-drinking public. According to
the Michigan Wine and Grape Industry Council, wine-related tour
ism in the state brings in more than $ 100 million annually.
With local wine tourism revenues expected to increase as business
continues to thrive, the opportunity is ripe for NMC to establish it
self as the sole provider of winemaking education in the region.
JOSEPH VANWAGNER
Press Managing Editor
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ALLYSON HOFFMAN
Special to the Press

It’s early March, and I’m putting on twelve lay
ers of clothes and a pair of boots before venturing
down the driveway to pick up the mail. On the way
in to school this morning, there was so much snow
that visibility was down to three feet along the bay
on US-31. Schools are cancelling and closing early
in preparation of what some call the “storm of the
century.” (Okay, maybe it was just my former math
teacher who used that particular phrase.) When I
crawl into my flannel-sheeted bed tonight, I’ll be
wearing socks and a sweatshirt. What can this all
mean? It’s time to buy a swimsuit!
The mall awaits with endless options in the sea
son’s hottest styles and colors. Striped and polkadotted two-piece suits are the thing for girls, and
as for guys - w ell, I don’t know, but if the Aber
crombie & Fitch models are any indication, you’d
better have your shorts pulled down pretty low.
It’s not just swimsuits, though, but the complete
spring look. I’ve been studying up my copy of Teen
Vogue, and I’m totally going to have to get myself
a new pair of short shorts. Unless you’re a square,
you’re probably already stocking up, too. I know I
don’t want to miss out on everything the fashion
industry has to offer this season.
The Northern Express has it right, featuring a
photo of a prancing beachgoer on its cover. No
matter that if I took a trip to the beach right now,
clad as all the popular brands suggest I should be,
the onset of hypothermia would probably be evi
dent within seconds. No matter that months of
winter darkness have left me a pale, Morlock-like
creature, unsightly in and unsuitable for direct sun
light. This is spring, and Target says so. Sure, maybe

the calendar says the first official day of spring isn’t
until March 21, and sure, maybe we live in North
ern Michigan where it might be more logical to
postpone that date until it’s a little warmer - b ut
who goes outside anymore anyway? Things are nice
here in the shopping malls. We have bright lights
and a constant temperature of 72 degrees. The
mannequins will tell us when the seasons change.
This whole “outdoors” idea doesn’t matter any
more. Industry dictates the seasons now and with
good reason: I’m not a farmer - m y life doesn’t re
volve around the weather! My life revolves around
what business says I should wear. My clothing
doesn’t need to reflect the outside weather; it needs
to reflect what the stores are telling us is popular. If
they say it’s time for swimsuits - w ell, I don’t want to
be the last one still wearing a parka. The important
thing is that we’re all on the same page, all in agree
ment about what clothing is appropriate to buy at a
given time. The stores in the mall are the ones who
can make this call for us, setting a standard for us to
dress by. When you look at things that way, it’s easy
to see why I’m not concerned if it’s hot outside, but
whether or not my new handbag is hot.
So as those icicles outside my bedroom win
dow grow dangerously heavy and threaten to im
pale an unsuspecting passerby, and as images on
the Weather Channel start looking grim, I’m not
too concerned. Frankly, I don’t trust weather
men anymore - t hey’ve led me astray too many
times. They’re saying it’s winter right now, but I’ve
checked, and Hollister already has their spring line
out. I’ll trust my favorite stores to tell me what
time of year it is.

JOSEPH VANWAGNER
Press Managing Editor

■

T o w n s h ip s p u l l s u p p o r t
f r o m lo c a l c a b le c h a n n e l
Several townships in northern
Michigan have pulled funding
from local public access channel
TCTV2, which may jeopardize
the existence of the station in the
near future.
“We’ve been facing these bud
get crises for some time," says
Mike Kroes, head of TCTV2.
The station broadcasts a variety
of regional school sport events,
township meetings, public ral
lies and independent television
shows, providing an outlet for
broadcasting to a local audience.
But changes in how the station is
funded have left the channel with
dwindling options.
Known as "TV2,” the channel
went live in 1993 with the sup
port of a grant from the origi
nal cable company, C-TEC, and
money from Traverse City and 13
area townships.
In 2005, a revised franchise
agreement with Charter Com
munications voided the original
grant, leaving the station entirely
dependent on existing support
from area townships to pay their
average $90,000 annual costs.
Under the new agreement,
Charter gives five percent of
cable revenues back to each
township, and participating local
governments can choose provide
30 percent of that cut as funding
for public access.
Since the revision, a handful
of townships have already pulled
out; East Bay, Bingham and Pen
insula townships have stopped
funding in the past two years due
to their own budget shortfalls.
With TV2 reaching as far north
as the Mackinaw Bridge, the au
dience for public access shows is
potentially vast.
“The whole region gets the
benefit of public access, but
they don’t fund the station,” says
Mark Nixon, a TV2 volunteer.
Kroes sees township fund
ing as a way of giving back to an
overall public access communi
ty, but not all of the townships
are willing to provide any funds,
even though they don’t have to
contribute set amounts.

Roughly half of the channel’s
funds currently come from the
city of Traverse City, which con
tinues to show strong support for
the station.
TV2 also offers support and
education for budding filmmak
ers or anybody who wants to learn
how to use re
cording and ed
iting equipment.
“If they don’t
fund us, we start
losing employ
ees,” says Kroes.
Without suf
ficient fund
ing, the station
would lose em
ployees. to offer
training and support, and would
instead need to rely on volunteers
to run their operations.
“Most people are in favor of
public access because they like the
opportunities and the resources it
provides,” says Kroes, “It’s avail
able to anyone who wants to put
on a show.”
W ith ch an n el 2 fu n d in g in
jeopardy, local film m akers
p u sh to raise funds
A handful of local produc
ers and filmmakers have been
up in arms over the decisions to
pull funding - including the cre
ators ofTV2’s “Jerrytown,” a locally-filmed and produced sketch
comedy show in the vein of Mad
TV and Saturday Night Live.
Broadcast on public access for
more than five years, “Jerrytown’s”
sixteenth episode will air this
spring. TV2 has given them the
opportunity to share their uncen
sored work commercial-free with a
local audience.
“We don’t have to edit out
any swearing or violence, because
it’s public access,” says Joe Perkette, 25, proudly pointing out
the newly-added disclaimer that
TV2 displays prior to the show.
“Jerrytown” doesn’t have a
budget, and isn’t raking in cash
by the fistful. Like many other
shows that have graced the pub
lic access channel, “Jerrytown” is
there for the fun of it.
“We are doing exacdy what
we want to be doing,” says Jerry

town’s Patrick McDonnell, 26,
“making a really funny show.”
But “Jerrytown” may soon
be without a home on cable TV.
Alongside their latest episode,
which includes a skit about sav
ing TCTV2, they are planning a
feature-length movie they hope
to show at the
Traverse City
Film Festival this
summer, with
proceeds going
towards public
access.
Perkette, Mc
Donnell, and
other “Jerrytown”
members have
a background
in independent feature films that
have screened locally and regional
ly. Other cast and crew members’
experience include Chris Horvath’s
participation in local theatre at
the Old Town Playhouse, and Ian
Bock’s film school degree from Full
Sail in Winter Park, Florida.
Filming and editing a 30 to 45minute episode of the show can
take anywhere from a couple of
weeks to several months. The con
tent is all improvisational; almost
nothing is written beforehand.
“We shoot whenever we feel
like it,” says Perkette. “Most of
the time we just get together
with an idea and it just goes from
there. We’ve almost never written
anything; we find we come up
with funnier stuff on the spot.”
The Jerrytown guys, who’ve
formed 97 Productions, have
posted a handful of their skits on
MySpace and YouTube. Even on
the Internet, however, their expo
sure is pretty limited.
“We put some of it on the In
ternet,” says Horvath, 25, “but it
gets buried under all the videos
of drunk college students lighting
their farts on fire and smacking
each other with two-by-fours.”
Despite TV2's funding woes,
Jerrytown remains optimistic.
Should TV2 lose funding as a
public access station, they insist
that the show will go on.
New episodes of Jerrytown
are announced on their MySpace
http:!Iwww. myspace. com/jerry
towntv/ and can be seen on
TCTV2 at 11 p.m. on Thursday
nights.

