
S c i e n t i s t s  a n n o u n c e  t h e  w a r m e s t  w i n t e r  o n  r e c o r d

g  JULIE SEVRENS LYONS
San Jose Mercury News 
Providing compelling evidence chat global warming is 

accelerating, scientists announced Thursday that this win
ter was the hottest on record - a nd that surface tempera
tures around the world have been increasing at three times 
the rate they were prior to 1976.

Adding to the concern, Stanford University and Law
rence Livermore National Laboratory researchers pub
lished Friday a separate study saying that some of the 
world’s farms are yielding markedly fewer crops because of 
the burning of fossil fuels.

While most of the world warmed this winter, the Unit- 
ed States as a whole experienced an average season. But 
some pockets of the country were hotter and drier than 
average, with Los Angeles getting record low amounts of 
rain, and 25 percent of the continental U.S. now experi

encing moderate to "exceptional” drought. The Bay Area 
is not yet in a drought, but is considered “abnormally dry.”

Scientists say that temperatures have been going up 
since the 1800s - a nd that the warmest 10 years on record 
globally have all occurred since 1995.

“It’s not a fluke,” said Jay Lawrimore, chief of the climate 
monitoring branch at the National Climatic Data Center.

This warming is most likely costing the planet $5 bil
lion annually in losses to three of the six major food crops, 
the Stanford and Lawrence Livermore researchers say.

“Global warming is having real impacts - a nd we're 
seeing their effects already,” said Chris Field, one of the 
authors of the crop study, and director of the department 
of global ecology at Stanford’s Carnegie Institution.

The study warns that wheat, corn and barley are es
pecially affected, with 40 million fewer metric tons of 
the crops produced each year. For every 1 degree increase

in temperature, the researchers said, crop yields drop by 
about 3 to 5 percent. And the decline, they said, is clearly 
caused by human activity.

One of the main culprits is the burning of fossil fuels, 
which releases carbon dioxide and other gases. That, in turn, 
traps heat in the Earth’s atmosphere - j ust like a greenhouse.

Both new reports are sobering reminders that global 
warming not only exists - i t’s getting worse.

While this was the warmest winter on the planet, it was 
an especially warm January. Even though many scientists are 
growing accustomed to record-high temperatures, the ex
treme warmth at the beginning of the year was a bit startling.

The combined global land and ocean surface tempera
ture in January was 1.53 degrees warmer than the 20th 
century average of 53.6 degrees - a nd still significantly 
higher than the previous record set in 2002 at 1.28 de-

• See W IN TER  on page 2

F o u r  y e a r s  a n d  c o u n t i n g

P e a c e  m o v e m e n t  g a i n s  m o m e n t u m

I CAT SMITH
Press Staff Writer

Liz Kimmerly, Internet outreach director of the protest group 
Code Pink, is walking through the halls of Congress after leaving the 
Valerie Plame hearings, and she is ready to fight for peace.

“I’m a peace activist. I’d be willing to go to jail, I’d be willing to 
do a lot of things to end this war,” Kimmerly said.

She may have to do just that.
Recently, Code Pink protesters have been strategically positioning 

themselves in their bright pink t-shirts within the camera’s view at 
the massively media-attended events. By standing up to reveal mes- 
sages like “Impeach Bush,” they purposely bring attention to them
selves and their message, but when fellow Code Pink activist and 
former U.S. Army Colonel Ann Wright did so at a hearing, she was 
pulled from the session and jailed.

The real surprise came in the interrogation room, however, when po
lice revealed that they already knew who Wright was, where she lived, 
and even that she recently had new furniture delivered to her house.

“We are under surveillance,” said Kimmerly.
But rather than terrify an activist like Kimmerly, this news that 

her friend brought back from jail hardens her resolve.
“There is momentum building and the people who are for the
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W A R continued
war are getting more nervous,” 
Kimmerly said. “When people 
on the other side get nervous, 
that means they sense a change 
is coming.”

Activists across the country 
are pushing hard for this change 
as the public support of the war 
continues to plummet. With 
the recent mid-term elections as 
an indicator, the 2008 elections 
could spell change, and activists 
are stepping up their efforts.

“It’s unfortunate that it had 
to get this bad for people to 
care,” said Kimmerly. “But we 
are starting to break through 
into the media.”

Bringing broad attention to 
the message of peace is a com
mon goal of anti-war activists. 
On March 17, nationwide pro
tests marked the four-year point 
in the war, the largest of which 
occurred in Washington, D.C.

Miranda Wilson, coordina
tor of the Student Peace Action 
Network, was among the 30,000 
who gathered there.

"We feel like there is a win
dow of opportunity for a change 
in policy with the change in ad
ministration,” said Wilson.

This is in sharp contrast to 
the disappointment protesters 
grappled with when the coun
try first went to war, despite the 
protest of millions throughout 
the world.

“There was little incentive to 
keep organizing, because the war 
was going to happen despite our 
efforts,” Wilson said.

"[But] the 2006 election did

give us hope, and 
that hope carries 
over to the 2008 
election. People see 
change is possible.”

Craig Mulder, 
director of learning 
and resource tech- 
nology at NMC, 
rallied in down
town Traverse City 
with about 200 
other local activists.

“It’s done in 
hope that we keep 
telling the party in charge in 
Washington that they were elect
ed for a reason and that they 
need to take action on that,” 
Mulder said, referring to the No
vember, 2006 elections when 
Americans voted for a Democrat
ic congress for the first time in 
over a decade, revealing a nation
al desire for change.

“They are out of touch if they 
think people support the war,” 
said Marian Kromkowski, head 
of the event’s organizing group, 
the Traverse City Peace and Jus
tice Community.

They also followed up to 
earlier visits made on March 5, 
when they paid a visit to the of
fices of Dave Camp and Carl 
Levin and called for a pledge to 
work towards cutting funding 
and bringing the troops home.

They plan to continue re
turning until they feel that the 
politicians are truly represent
ing their constituents. Their aim 
is to make it known that there is 
widespread support in this area
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Protesters at the March 17, 2007 rally 
in downtown Traverse City

for such measures.
“It’s important we realize that 

we can be heard. It’s the numbers 
that are going to make all the dif
ference,” said Maureen Vos. The 
group believes that momentum 
must be built from the ground 
up, and once enough people join 
with them, they will be heard.

Wilson is unwilling to wait 
for the 2008 handover of power 
to end the war.

“It’s been four years too many, 
and to base all our hopes on the 
2008 election means that more 
lives will be lost,” she said.

Across the nation, as protest
ers force themselves before the 
eyes of the media, their message 
is getting louder. There are over 
200,000 people in Code Pink 
alone, according to Kimmerly, 
which is just one of many like- 
minded organizations with such 
vehement intent.

“We won’t stop until there is 
peace," said Kimmerly.

For a more in depth look at the 
use of protest, see the Scope section 
on page 5.



I ANDREA HEMPHILL
Special to the Press

Circles, lights, lucidity and...vol- 
unteers?

Bob Emser, a full-time sculpture art
ist from Chicago, knows how to tie all 
that together.

"The way I picture the three elements 
of this sculpture is one half being the 
campus, the other half being the com
munity and the middle v-shaped section 
as the volunteers," said Emser.

Emser is describing his latest proj
ect, a sculpture for NMC dedicated to 
the volunteers who have contributed to 
the school since its inception over 50 
years ago.

The sculpture, due to be installed 
just prior to the NMC BBQ  on May 
20, will be titled “What you can do,” 
with Emser drawing from JFK’s famous 
call to “ask not what your country can 
do for you, but what you can do for 
your country.”

The sculpture will be nine feet tall 
and made of a copper-colored alumi
num and polycarbonate - a  durable, 
translucent plastic - a nd will be lit up at 
night, creating what Emser calls a “lan
tern effect.”

“I always create my works with the 
idea of how light will affect or react to 
the piece, how it will change it or add to 
it,” said Emser.

The piece will be placed on the west 
side of the Health and Science building, 
near the entrance to the Tanis building 
on a triangular grassy area.

Emser visited the campus once in 
the fall and again in January to choose 
an ideal spot for the sculpture out of six 
other locations pre-chosen by Dennos 
Museum Director Gene Jenneman.

“We decided on the dedicated art
work to be a sculpture because for the 
past five to eight years we have been de
veloping an outdoor sculpture collection 
on campus, so this is an extension of 
that,” said Jenneman.

Emser was commissioned to do the 
piece by a selection committee made up 
of NMC volunteers, NMC art instruc
tor Doug Domine and Jenneman, the 
selection committees’ chairman. Emser 
was chosen out of thirty other artists 
from around the world who applied for 
the opportunity.

Emser's work is installed on four con
tinents, seven countries and 25 states 
in the U.S. Emser has done two other 
works dedicated to volunteers in the past.

His work has been described as el
egant but simple, with circles being his 
primary symbol.

"I use circles in my work because I 
believe they hold a lot of power; cycles, 
beginnings and ends kind of merging 
together. In this case the circle seemed

very appropriate; students become vol
unteers, to faculty, to alumni, to trust
ees,” said Emser.

The idea for the sculpture came from 
the office of Institutional Advancement 
is being funded entirely by a private gift 
to NMC.

N M C  P l a y e r s  

p r e s e n t  " C a t c h - 2 2 ”

I MIKHAIL SCHILKEY
Press Editor in Chief

The catch-22 most college students are already familiar 
with is this one: “one cannot get a job without work ex
perience, but one cannot get a job without experience.”

This semester the NMC players set out to define that 
indefinable phrase with their performance Joseph Hell
ers “Catch-22,” a play about the oxymoronic tendencies 
of war and rationalization.

“It is one of the very few plays that was converted to 
stage by the novelist,” said play production instructor 
Chris Pittinos. “It’s very strong writing.”

It is also very complicated. Heller faithfully recreat
ed his popular novel by giving actors complex stage di- 
rections in between most lines of the dialogue, as well 
as many characters - a  challenge for the small, “sign up 
and act” class at NMC.

But thanks to the class’s unique nature, which allows 
the course to be taken up to four times for credit, some 
students are able to make it work.

Elise Curtis, a theatre management major taking 
the class for the third time, plays five different charac
ters to pick up the slack.

“It’s interesting, you have to make the different 
characters distinct though different costumes and ac

cents,” Curtis said.
The story takes place during the last stages of World 

War II and follows protagonist John Yossarian (Adam En- 
gerer), a bombardier for the United States Air Force, who 
is convinced that people are trying to kill him, either the 
people he is fighting against while flying these missions or 
those making him fly.

“It’s very silly but it’s very tragic,” said Pittinos, who picks 
the play for each class at the beginning of each semester. “It’s 
sort of a microcosm of what’s going on in the world.”

Hellers novel spawned the famous phrase “Catch-22,” 
mainly referring to Yossarian's pleas to be removed from 
duty because he think’s he’d have to be insane to fly any 
more missions. But the higher ups say that if he is sane 
enough to realize it is insane to get back in the plane, he  
is sane enough to fly. It’s a sort of “damned if you do, and 
damned if you don’t” situation as Pittinos puts it.

“He knew that he would have to fly 40 missions; he 
flew them and thought his duty was done,” Pittinos said. 

But the Colonel in charge keeps raising the number of 
missions, thereby perpetually extending his tour.

“After he’s flown way more missions than he’s 
supposed to, his tail gunner dies. It really affects 
him and he starts to rebel against the missions,” 
Pittinos said.

While Pittinos claims that “it has nothing to 
do with being an anti-war play,” resounding simi
larities exists between the extended tours of duty 
current soldiers serving in Iraq have been subject 
to, as well as the war time profiteering (also dem
onstrated in the play) at the hands of Haliburton.

“From a social standpoint, it has a lot of cor
relation to what is going on in the world today,” 
said Assistant Director Kayla Ginup. 'Also from 
an actor’s point of view this is a play that can re
ally stretch and make actors grow as each role 
is so unique, yet threaded with the continual 
theme of a catch-22.”

“Catch-22” will be performed at 7 p.m. on 
April 20, 2p. m. and 7p. m. on April 21, and at 2 
p.m. on April 22. Admission is $10 for adults, $8 
for students and seniors.
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Kevin Klute (left) and Andrew Wojick (right) rehearsing for 
the upcoming perform ance of Catch 22.
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CHICAGO-BASED SCULPTURE ARTIST BOB EMSER is building 
"W hat you can do,"a sculpture to be unveiled to  the NMC com m unity 
just prior to the NMC BBQ on May 20.



On Wednesday, March 21, seven students gathered 
in the admissions office conference room to hash out 
their ideal vision for much-needed change at NMC. 
Topics ranged from a long overdue facelift of West 
Hall to the creation of an online student directory and 
scholarships awarded to students based on extra-curric- 
ular activities, not simply high marks in class.

Diversity Services coordinator, SGA advisor and all- 
around student activities go-to person, Lisa Blackford, set 
up the group under the direction of new Dean for Stu
dent Services, Dr. Anne Monroe, and refereed the first 
session with a one-time hired outside consultant from the 
firm Noel-Levitz. The White Pine Press sat down with 
Blackford after the session to get her perspective.

WPP: What are the NMC focus groups?
BLACKFORD: For this particular focus group, 

Kari Kahler and I were asked to draw a cross sec
tion sample of students who have been around 
campus and who might have had some life experi
ences to come together and share that.

WPP: What goals do these groups ultimately 
hope to accomplish?

BLACKFORD: This particular group was to 
hear from students what they would like to see hap
pen on campus. Kind of like,' i f they had a magic 
wand, what they would like to see on campus.' In 
fact, the consultant who started the focus group 
asked what would make students more successful 
on campus.

WPP: Is this an isolated event, or will it po
tentially to expand to other aspects of student 
life or activity?

BLACKFORD: I believe this is the first step 
in a process to hear more from students. With the 
new strategic plan from the college taking all of this 
on, this is a way for student’s voices to get to the 
higher levels of the administration.

WPP: How would student concerns or com
ments be met, or is this still being worked out?

BLACKFORD: It’s still being worked out. As the 
consultant mentioned to our group, the process will 
be that this information -  a “snippet” of what was 
captured today in the two hour meeting -  would 
be given to Dr. Anne Monroe, and I’m not sure 
where it goes from there. My experience so far with 
Dr. Monroe has been that she’s come to SGA already 
asking the same questions, asking what “you” would
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like to see on campus. So there seems to be a shift 
going on of wanting to hear more from students

WPP: What topics were brought up today?
BLACKFORD: Consistently, what I heard from 

students was food service -  there’s just a real prob
lem with the cafeteria closing so early. Maybe West 
Hall is not the ideal location for an after hours deli 
or some kind of express eating mechanism -  per
haps in Scholars Hall. Something interesting was a 
call for more benefits from having a student ID card, 
having business participate in a discount policy. An
other was a “welcome week,” or something to get 
students excited about the first semester. Some kind 
of central location for student event calendars other 
than just the homepage and our news releases -  a 
way that is really, really accessible -  not just lay
ers down in the webpage. More faculty involvement 
in student groups. Wireless internet is always a big 
thing. A real concern was service learning — in
ternships and study abroad -  it’s too disjointed. If 
someone wants an internship in something like en
gineering, they end up not knowing where to go -  
just more of a centralized location of those services.

WPP: Are there any timelines set up?
BLACKFORD: Not that I’m aware of. I know 

that the whole college is in transition with Cathy 
Anthofer leaving.

WPP: How does the focus group represent the 
goals of the strategic plan?

BLACKFORD: Personally, I see it as great fit. 
Staff have filled out surveys and participated in 
focus groups, so I think it is a natural evolution 
that students would be involved with that too.

WPP: What does the college need to do to move this 
forward? Essentially, what needs to happen to take 
these concerns and turn them to an action plan?

BLACKFORD: The administration needs to 
look at these issues as seriously as we do. Evaluating 
our student satisfaction is just as important as evalu
ation of programs. I think it needs to be held in the 
same level. Of course we need to prioritize what we 
can do -  what’s realistic, taking on a few things in
stead of trying to do all this at one time. Just tackle 
the main things so students know their voices are 
heard. Student satisfaction is in NMC’s best interest 
and it’s in line with the college’s goals and values.



F l o w e r  P o w e r  v s .  

t h e  I n t e r n e t  R e v o l u t i o n

W h a t ' s  c h a n g e d  s i n c e  t h e  ' 6 0 s ?

B
CAT SMITH
Press Staff Writer

We face a largely unpopular war. People are lining the 
streets of our capital, armed with signs and chants, but 
somehow it’s just not as awe-inspiring as it was in 1967. 
What's different?

It may just be that protesting isn’t that weird anymore.
“One of my perceptions is that with protest in the 1960s 

they created a norm of protest,” says NMC political science 
instructor Dr. John Zachman.

“It takes more people to impress anyone,” says Zachman 
about protests today. “It’s not that there’s less protesting, but 
there is less tension over peoples’ right to protest. In the '60s, 
activism got more media attention; there was more tension 
between the traditional American and this counter-culture.”

Zachman said he walked with a group in early January to 
demonstrate opposition to continued troop deployment in 
Iraq. He described the people marching with him as “a varied 
crowd,” which included himself and his 9-year-old daughter, 
as well as grandparents and other “normal” people who are not 
particularly striking examples of radicals.

Okay, fine. So you don’t have to part of the ultra-leftist 
fringe to go to a rally anymore. But does that really explain 
the differences between 40 years ago and today? Maybe it’s 
not just about the act of protesting something, but the rea
sons behind it.

"I’m not so sure I’ve seen social movements come out of 
the Iraq war,” continues Zachman, "more of policy disagree
ments. The '60s did inspire a social movement.” He ex
plains that the civil rights movement drove the protests, and 
the rallies of the decade established the right to protest, mak
ing it a part of the American mainstream.

“With the civil rights movement, people did have a sense 
you could change things with activism,” adds Diane Emling, 
from NMC’s sociology department. “Today, people are cyni
cal when it comes to government, harder to motivate.”

“I think the reason that there’s not the same level of in
tensity is because there’s not a draft,” said Emling. PTSD, 
familial strain and other after-effects of war “stay some
what localized — people with more political power are not 
touched.” So, those with the most influence are also the least 
motivated.

Other factors such as technology may be contributing as well.
“The Internet certainly has changed [politics and ways of 

protest]," said Zachman, “The Internet may have a moderat

ing effect. You have the potential for leadership in real groups 
that you don’t with the Internet. It doesn’t hold the same 
promise of action.”

Across the board it’s possible to find people participating 
in activist causes, but it’s not quite enough to incite the same 
level of interest as the ‘60s. What would it take for an act to 
spark a social movement? How many more voices are needed 
to turn the current murmur of dissent into a roar?

Mass communications instructor Mark Ross has stud
ied Hugh Duncan’s social movement theory, and sees 
protests -  such as the recent march through downtown 
Traverse City marking the fourth anniversary of the Iraq 
war — as prime examples.

“You’ve always had groups and anti-groups, and there’s al- 
ways been tension between them,” said Ross.

Protest groups like these fall into the category of anti-or
ganizations because they are presenting a front against some
thing; a tag that makes it “easier to get internal organization,” 
according to Ross.

Ross explains a “them and us” complex, which is estab
lished by the anti-group generalizing other groups as “whol
ly other.” Both groups believe their ideals are “self-evident 
truths” represented by significant symbols such as a flag or a 
peace sign.

But in order to spark change, action is required.
“Any social movement has to be changed by a social act,” 

said Ross, “This is how social movements can influence and 
create change.”

Protest acts like the sit-ins last week and events lined up 
for this week stand to make change, and the make-or-break 
variable may be simpler than you think.

“If they get momentum, yes, things will change,” said 
Ross, “It has the potential to be effective.”



A  c r e d i b l e  

w a r n i n g  o n  

i n c o m e  i n e q u a l i t y

The following editorial appeared in the Minneapolis Star Tribune on 
Friday, Feb. 16:

The gap between rich and poor in the United States is now 
wider than at any time since the Great Depression, yet every time

commentators point this out
they are accused of rigging the 
statistics, impugning the virtues 
of rugged capitalism or simply 
fomenting class envy.

So it was encouraging to see 
Federal Reserve Chairman Ben 
Bernanke sound the alarm about 
income inequality in February dur
ing a speech to the Greater Omaha 
Chamber of Commerce. Since Ber- 
nanke’s j ob is to protect the nations 
financial stability, he cannot be ac

cused of subversive agitation, and since he’s one of the nation’s fore
most economists he cannot be accused of mangling the data.

And the data are troubling. To take one example from Bernanke's 
text: The top fifth of American households now collects fully half 
the nations after-tax income - a  share that has risen sharply since 
1979 - w hile the bottom fifth collects just 5 percent - d own sharply 
since the 1970s. In 2004 the top 1 percent of households received 14 
percent of the nation’s after-tax income.

The latest spin in this debate is that inequality doesn’t matter 
as long as all boats are rising. We agree with that argument, but it 
doesn’t really describe what’s happening in today’s economy. A new 
analysis from the Congressional Budget Office shows that incomes 
for the top 1 percent of households nearly tripled during the last 25 
years, while incomes for the bottom fifth scarcely rose at all.  

Of course inequality has its uses in a market economy. The 
prospect of wealth motivates people to get an education, work 
hard, take risks and save for the future- b ehavior that enriches 
the entire society.

But if people feel the system is stacked against them, if inequal
ity grows too large and persistent, it can create a backlash against 
the very changes that make a nation productive - i mport compe
tition, for example, and the introduction of new technologies. As 
Bernanke observed, “If we did not place some limits on the down
side risks to individuals affected by economic change, the public 
might become less willing to accept the dynamism that is so essen
tial to economic progress.”

The real benefit of having a central banker address the problem 
of inequality is not just the credibility he brings to the topic, but the 
fact that his solutions are likely to make the economy more produc
tive, not less. If the nation expects workers to accept layoffs as part 
of the economy’s inevitable churn, he argued, then it should make 
sure they have excellent job training, some guarantee of health insur
ance and a measure of pension security. And in a nod to important 
research by the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis, he pointed out 
that quality early-childhood education can improve the economic 
prospects of children from poor families.

One of the most pernicious ideas to take hold in political econ
omy during the last three decades is that any investment in the 
common good  p u blic schools, subsidized health care, quality pre- 
school - c an only be a drag on economic efficiency. It’s time to re
consider that idea. Take it from a central banker.

L E T T E R  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

V i t i c u l t u r e  p r o g r a m  a l r e a d y  

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n
It was with great interest that I read your edito

rial in the March 12 issue of the White Pine Press. 
Your ideas are good and thought provoking. I al
most wondered if you’ve been a shadow at multiple 
discussions on this very topic that I have had over 
the past few years. In fact, many of the actions you 
suggest are under way or under consideration. I 
have posed this question to several people at NMC, 
“What is our role in meeting the learning needs of 
the emerging viticulture and agriculture industries

in our region and state?”
Our initial investigation resulted in the forma

tion of a study group that includes representatives 
from industry, research universities, economic de
velopment organizations and NMC. We have been 
talking with potential members for the past few 
months. I will be happy to talk with you and the 
White Pine Press as this investigation progresses.

Thanks for validating the importance of explor
ing this opportunity. Keep up the good work.

TIM NELSON
NMC President



W h e n  i c e  t u r n s  t o  

w a t e r ,  t h e  t o u r i s t s  f l o w

I
ALLYSON HOFFMAN
Press Columnist
The moment spring arrives, I barely have the 

chance to break out my bicycle before a horde of 
tourists descend on downtown like zombies upon 
the last of the living. Embedded in the brains of the 
most fanatical tourists is some sort of weather track
ing device that alerts them the moment the snow is 
gone and Traverse City is open for the tourist season, 
so they can drop everything and head north.

These people are not like us - t hey can pack up 
at a moments notice and willingly travel to a town 
where locals regard them with the cruel stares of gar
goyles. The general consensus among natives is, of 
course, hate for these “fudgies,” but let’s at least make 
an effort to be polite. They may be pretty annoying, 
but tourists do bring money to the area, thus cre
ating the kind of demeaning jobs that college kids 
can get. The tourists themselves aren’t really that 
bad, anyway, j list lacking the locals expertise. I like 
to think of this flaw as something akin to the great 
American author Ken Kesey’s idea (albeit on a vast
ly different topic) of knowing where it’s at, but not 
what it is. Because they’re right to like Traverse City; 
its just that they don’t like it for the right reasons,

Case in point: Out-of-towners have no idea 
where to shop. This time last year we had four 
“Cool Waves” stores on Front Street. (Really, I 
counted, and I couldn’t understand it.) I don’t 
know any locals who ever went there, and I think 
this had some consequences: last time I was down
town I couldn’t find any of these stores, and I 
suspect that they just didn’t make it through the 
winter. There are a lot of businesses like these in 
the area that depend primarily on tourists, most
ly downtown, but even the mall has some sort of

atrocity going by the name “Love from Michigan.” 
(One time I found myself in that store with my 
grandmother. I didn’t mind the obviously un-cool 
aspect of being at the mall with my grandma, but 
going into that store was almost too much for me.)

Natives, though, know where to shop. Meijer at 
midnight comes to mind, whether you’re the kind of 
immature teenager who rides the Penny Pony, or the 
kind of responsible person who scowls at the imma
ture teenagers riding the Penny Pony There’s also the 
collection of shops in the Commons downtown, for
merly the Arcade, which wins the award for creepiest 
place possible to shop. Locals don’t just go shopping 
to buy things; they go for the atmosphere.

Of course, we also hate fudgies because they 
bring with them a lot of traffic. But annoying as 
this might be, the real tragedy is that these people 
are missing out on the exciting transportation al
ternatives our city has to offer. BATA is obviously 
a prime choice, offering all sorts of crazy people. 
Where else can you meet an Emerson-quoting 
man who tells you (with evidence from the Bible) 
that raw foods are the new fountain of youth?
And if you aren’t biking the TART Trail, how are 
you supposed to find out, as one of its benches 
informs us, that the band, “JEFF NOYES IS [ex
pletive deleted]"? These are the things that make 
Traverse City unique; the things that make Tra
verse City the place to be.

Fudgies may have good intentions, sharing 
an interest in our hometown, but they just don’t 
have the knowledge necessary to experience Tra
verse City to its fullest. So when you spot a group 
of tourists wearing their Traverse City t-shirts and 
looking a little confused, cut them some slack. It’s 
not their fault they’re wasting their vacation.





M o r e  t h a n  C h e r r i e s

A  s t u d e n t ' s  s t r u g g l e  t o  b e a t  c a n c e r

I SAMANTHA TENGELITSCH
Special to the Press
I never realized how a pho

tograph could change lives, but 
looking at the photograph of a 
young woman running for the 
title of National Cherry Queen 
while battling an aggressive 
form of non-Hodgkin’s lym- 
phoma (NHL) a few years back 
changed my life in ways I never 
thought possible.

The woman in the photograph 
was Lauren Hemming. She was 
bald following her first round of 
chemotherapy, but stunningly 
beautiful; the daughter of a cherry 
farmer running for the tide by vir
tue of not only her beauty, but also 
having grown up around cher
ries. Something in her photograph 
stayed with me, and months later, 
when I read that she had died, I 
felt a deep sense of sadness and was 
compelled to research the disease 
that killed her.

I began to compile data as 
part of an ENG112 Honors proj
ect, and I soon discovered that non-Hodgkins lymphoma 
is the cancer most frequently associated with pesticide ex
posure and one of the most studied cancers in agriculture. 
I titled the paper More than Cherries and addressed spe
cifically the correlation between agricultural practices in 
Northern Michigan and the increased incidence of NHL.

John Pahl, my mentor for the project, asked that I sub
mit the paper to the LAND Competition for fall. On 
Sept. 23, 2005, I presented More than Cherries to a panel 
of judges. The paper won in the science category and

Sam antha snaps a self-portrait of the first tim e she looked in the mirror 
following chem otherapy.

though I was finished with the project, having spent a 
total of nine months on it from start to finish, something  
about Lauren stayed with me.

In May, I told my husband I thought I had cancer.
He practically laughed, but I was plagued with feelings 
of dread. My symptoms were minimal, though I seemed 
to sweat profusely for no reason, I was tired and I had a 
dry cough that bothered me off and on throughout the 
summer. In July, I discovered a large lump in my armpit, 
about the size of an avocado seed. It was the sort of thing 
I might have otherwise overlooked, but whether it was 
something in Laurens story or in my own worries about 
cancer, I called a doctor.

On Sept. 26, 2006, the surgeon called to inform me I 
had the same form of lymphoma I had spent the previous 
year researching.

Diffuse large b-cell lymphoma is a form of non-Hodg
kins lymphoma, a cancer of the blood and lymphatic sys
tem, closely related to Hodgkins disease, leukemia and 
myeloma. All develop in the lymphatic system and impact 
the white blood cells at various stages of development.

Despite having researched the cancer, I felt complete
ly overwhelmed with the diagnosis. Everything moved so 
quickly. After the CT and PET scans, a grueling bone mar
row biopsy and multiple visits to the cardiologist to see 
whether my heart could withstand the toxins, my doctor 
scheduled the first treatment.

Meanwhile, John Pahl contacted Lauren Hemming s 
mother, Dawn, and asked her if she would like to speak 
with me. It was an incredible experience having the op
portunity to speak with Laurens mom; to hear about her 
life outside of cancer. Dawn became an incredible resource 
throughout my treatments. Her whole family surrounded 
me and helped me through some of the darkest hours.

The treatments were rough, but my family and friends 
were tireless in their love and support. Two weeks after

my first treatment, we celebrated 
my youngest daughter’s second 
birthday. I tried not to think 
about the cancer. My mother 
and father brought their cam
eras to photograph the party, 
but I noticed at one point they 
were spending more time pho
tographing me. I finally had to 
assure them, ‘T il be here for the 
next one, you can put the cam
eras down."

When you have cancer, peo
ple call you brave, but I didn’t 
feel brave. And then I realized 
that when we are carrying the 
most burdens, we feel our weak
est. The bravery isn’t about how 
strong we appear- it comes with 
each-step forward.

I have learned that our time 
here is not infinite. I learned also 
that cancer does not discrimi
nate. It doesn’t care, whether I 
have three children who need 
me or none at all. And I discov
ered the kindness of strangers 
by meeting the Hemming fam

ily and others who stepped forward to help our family. I 
realized how important it is to live the life you’ve always 
dreamed of living. And in that way, I was lucky to have 
had cancer at 28. I learned more in the last six months, 
than most people realize in a lifetime. And for that I am 
entirely grateful.

The author sits with her youngest daughter Lucy, 
age 2, two weeks ago at her home in Elk Rapids.

Samantha is currently in remission and plans to return to 
NMC to continue her studies. To help pay for medical costs not 
covered by insurance, a concert and silent auction featuring 
Claudia Schmidt and New Third Coast will be held at the his
toric ER Township Hall on Thursday, April 12, at 7:30p.m.

Tickets are being sold in advance for $10 or $15 at the 
door. Doors open and silent auction begins at 6:45 and re
freshments will be served. For more information, please call 
(231) 264-8884 or (231) 929-3524.

For more information about blood cancers, please visit the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma website: www.lls.org

http://www.lls.org




M u r d e r ,  h e  w r o t e

L o c a l  a u t h o r  p u t s  f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h e s  o n  l a t e s t  t h r i l l e r

I
 JAN TEETER
Press Staff Writer

NMC English instructor Stephen Lewis was a third of 
the way into writing one of his earlier murder mysteries "Sea 
Hath Spoken,” when he realized something was missing.

“You can’t have a murder mystery without a dead body,” 
he said. “I was 150 pages in and I didn’t kill anybody yet; I 
was too interested in my characters,” said Lewis.

Lewis didn’t always write mysteries; in fact his first five 
published works were all college textbooks.

Press Photo/MOIRA MULDOWNEY
A native of Brooklyn, New York, Lewis moved to Old 

Mission Peninsula after retiring from Suffolk Communi
ty College in Long Island. A published novelist, doctor of 
American Literature, teacher, scholar of New England Pu
ritanism, he is all of these. And he happens to be teaching 
ENG 111 right here at NMC.

“I’ve always thought that writing teachers should write, 
and conversely it also helps writers if they teach. Students 
every once in a while teach me something, I appreciate the 
opportunity NMC has given me to work with students,” 
said Lewis

“Stone Cold Dead,” due to be released in May by Ar
butus Press, consists of a complicated, parallel plot involv
ing a search for a teenage daughter and sexual abuse set in 
Brooklyn along with spousal abuse and a murder case set 
in Northern Michigan.

G etting  pub lished
It wasn’t until one night when Lewis attended a New 

York Christmas party hosted by his publisher that he 
even thought about writing a mystery; he didn’t even 
read them.

Lewis had heard that these parties were a great way to 
make new contacts in the publishing world.

So he brought with him to the party a copy of his first 
attempt at a novel in hopes of attracting the attention of 
one of the many publishing agents and getting his book 
printed, a work of fiction called “The Monkey Rope.”

The novel tells the story of a lawyer who successfully 
defends his childhood friend (a petty criminal) accused of 
murder, but the lawyer doesn’t know if his friend is guilty 
or not. The novel deals with the lawyers emotional stress 
and confusion in facing the ethical problem created by 
the criminal’s involvement of him in the murder case. The 
original draft ended without revealing whether or not the 
criminal character committed the crime.

“Everyone turned it down until Walker [a New York 
publishing house] took it on, but under one condition: to 
disclose the murderer at the end and turn the novel into a

murder mystery, so I made the change,” said Lewis
“I am constantly torn between getting published and 

writing how  I want to,” added Lewis.

D a rk  sub ject m atter
The plots of Lewis’ works aren’t your typical dead body 

cases solved by a light-hearted sleuth, but graphic violent 
acts that push and pull characters in and out of grief and 
wild emotion while sinking  them further into the depths 
of criminal involvement.

"I am very much moved by social injustice, my fiction 
is dark,” said Lewis. “It connects to my interest in Puritan
ism, the kind of dark pessimistic view on life.”

The title of Lewis’ first novel references Melville; it hap
pens to be the title of a chapter in Moby Dick.

“A 'monkey rope' is a rope that in whaling was tied 
around two men, one of whom would be on the ship, the 
other on top of a newly-captured whale in the water. The 
man in the water would cut the whale open.
His life would depend on the man on the ship 
to hold him. It was very dangerous for both 
men, the sea could be rough causing the men to 
go overboard or be crushed into the side of the 
ship,” said Lewis.

What could this have to do with a lawyer 
and a petty criminal?

“It fits the two characters in my book very 
well, they have kind of a psychological monkey 
rope connecting them. Where one goes he drags 
the other along with him,” said Lewis.

When Lewis unwrapped his new copy of 
“The Monkey Rope,” much to his surprise he 
found the words “First of a New Series,” printed 
in bold on the cover.

“I had no idea, I didn’t tell Walker and 
Co. that I intended to write a series, let alone 
another book,” said Lewis.

This last-minute decision by the publisher 
lead to Lewis’ release of a second mystery novel 
in the series titled “And Baby Makes None.”

Once Lewis caught the mystery h ug, it 
never left and he continued by completing 
a three book series called the "Mysteries of 
Colonial Times.”

This time falling back onto his past 
experience as a scholar of New England 
Puritanism, Lewis crafted an historically- 
accurate setting of 17th-century New Eng
land to stage his tales of crime.

Lewis wrote his dissertation in this field 
while completing his doctorate program.

“My first choice was American Literature, 
but I had to narrow it down to a specific 
place and time, so I chose New England Pu
ritanism," said Lewis.

This first step solidified Lewis’ fascina
tion with religion.

"Puritanism is such a negative view on 
life and I was interested in that,” said Lewis.

Lewis dien made the decision to avoid 
popular writers, or in his words, “Find some
thing not so trampled on.”

“I chose Edward Taylor, he was a Puritan 
poet from 1666. His work was only discovered 
in 1937, so he hadn’t yet been over-researched.”

Lewis soon found that the sole reason Taylor wasn’t a 
popular topic was the plain fact that no one knew any
thing about this man. There was only one published book 
mentioning his existence and identifying his work.

This led Lewis on a wild goose chase that ended in 
the restricted section of New York’s public library, where 
Lewis delved into the only resource available on the poet: 
seventeenth-century leather-bound tomes that were strict
ly guarded by a librarian at all times.

Hundreds of hours poring over these ancient works 
produced the few facts known about a long-lost poet and 
a completed dissertation. But more importantly, this expe
rience established a high level of historical accuracy in the 
creation of his own professional works.

“Stone Cold Dead” is due out later this year. Lewis plans 
to spend his retirement writing, publishing and teaching.












