
S h u t  d o w n  o r  n o ,  

N M C  u n a f f e c t e d
The state government partially 
shut down for nearly five hours 
on October 1, as the Legislative 
branch was unable to reach a 
budget agreement. State funds 
make up around 25 percent of 
NMC's annual budget. Last year 
the state allocated $8.4 million 
but only paid $7.3 million. 
Accordingly, NMC budgets 
funds on reserve so that the 
college operations continue with 
or without full allocations of 
state funding. The government 
shutdown ended when the 
State Legislature approved 
budget cuts and raising taxes.

M i c h i g a n  M I P  l a w  

s t r u c k  d o w n
Law enforcement can no longer 
force non-drivers under 21 to 
undergo breath tests without 
a court order. The Minor In 
Possession law was deemed 
unconstitutional by U.S. 
District Court Judge David M. 
Lawson because it “authorizes 
police officers to perform a 
search of minors without a 
warrant.” Under the MIP law, 
to refuse the breath test meant 
a $100 fine and to be guilty of 
a civil infraction. The ACLU of 
Michigan is calling it a fourth 
amendment triumph over the 
MIP law that enabled “police 
officers throughout Michigan 
to violate the rights of countless 
college students.”

T u i t i o n  u p  a t  

s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t i e s
Michigan’s universities lost 
an average of 8.23 percent in 
state funding between 2002 
and 2007. During that period, 
tuitions at Michigan’s 4-year 
universities rose 50.89 percent.
At $199, Michigan ranks 34th in 
the nation in annual per capita 
spending on higher education.

N e w  g r o u p  t o  a i d  G u a t e m a l a n  p o o r

S a f e  P a s s a g e  p l a n s  

J a n u a r y  t r i p

I TIM KOENIG
Press Staff Writer

Last June, NMC Instructors Mary Pierce 
and Jim Valovick accepted the opportunity 
to travel to the Central American country of 
Guatemala and observe first hand the Gua
temalan way of life. They toured the capital, 
Guatemala City, and nearby Antigua. Dur
ing their trip, they visited the Guatemala City 
dump, where many impoverished families

spend their days scavenging for something to 
eat or sell. For Pierce and Valovick, this grim 
reality stirred them to action.

While on their Guatemalan tour, they had 
the opportunity to observe a rare haven for 
the children of the families dependent upon 
rummaging through the dump. At the Safe 
Passage facilities, Pierce and Valovick found 
smiling children receiving meals, health care 
and educational assistance.

Deeply moved by this, the instructors, in co- 
operation with the Great Lakes Friends of Safe 
Passage, enlisted student volunteers and have 
started the NMC Safe Passage Student Organi
zation. They plan to take a contingent of NMC

students to Guatemala City in January.
To find out what is in store for this new 

organization, the White Pine Press met up 
with Pierce and Valovick, along with Safe 
Passage’s NMC student coordinators Mai la 
Vang and Nancy Seeley.

WPP: How did the Safe Passage program 
come to be?

PIERCE: Safe Passage was developed in 
1999 under the direction of a woman named 
Hanley Denning. She had been working in 
Guatemala and saw children who would go to 
work in the dump with their parents each day 
and scavenge through the garbage. She saw

• See SA FE  on page 2
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the need for these children to have other options.
She knew that education was really the only 

way to get them out of the cycle and she developed 
these before- and after-school programs that really 
reinforce the learning process and keep the kids out 
of the dump. That was Hanley’s dream. Unfortu
nately, in January of 2007 she was killed in a car 
crash in Guatemala City, but her dream is still very 
much alive.

WPP: In what capacity does NMC plan on being 
involved with the program?

SEELEY: One of our first fund raising events 
will be the showing of a documentary at the Den- 
nos Museum Center on the 26th and 27th of No
vember for a small fee. We hope to not only raise 
funds, but also awareness throughout the commu
nity.

VANG: We're hoping that teachers will get in
volved by giving the students an opportunity to 
earn some extra credit for attending the film.

VALOVICK:  Also, there will be in this pro- 
gram a period of preparation to be a knowledgeable 
volunteer. Those interested will have to learn about 
the history... how [Guatemala] has come to be in 
the condition that it is in, what U.S. involvement 
has been down there for the last century or so and, 
for lack of a better term, the ethics of working with 
the indigenous poor. A little rudimentary Spanish 
wouldn’t hurt.

Ultimately, the plan will be to devise a proj
ect, cooperatively with the Great Lakes Friends of 
Safe Passage folks and Guatemalan members of our 
community. We hope to find a project that stu
dents could complete in a week, start to finish, that 
would be meaningful on both ends. You know, de
sign it, get it ready... so that when we go we can all 
hit the deck running, ready to implement it during 
the week of in-service there in Guatemala City.

So this organization is really aimed at the trip 
and the project as the crowning moment. But there 
is so much that students can do even if they are un
able to attend the trip.

PIERCE: Eventually, we’d like to be involved 
enough to make a couple trips a year. That would 
help solidify our presence there and Safe Passage 
would be able to count on NMC to be there. They 
really need the consistency. There are a lot of volun
teers, but they move in and out. If we could create 
a consistent presence, I think that would really be a 
powerful support for the organization.

You do this kind of work, and you feel like you 
put a band-aid on a situation that requires more 
than the week you could spend down there. If we 
show up there, maybe just once this year but then 
twice....or three times next year, then it is beyond 
that; we’ve made change. We’ve seen the evolu
tion of what our presence can do. It's not just going 
down to say, "Gosh I feel really good about going 
to a third world country for a week,” and then 
come back to our first world conveniences. If we 
can be there, we can make permanent advances.

WPP: As students, why do you feel the need to 
get involved with the program?

SEELEY: You can’t describe the feeling of posi
tive energy within this group. You really can make 
a difference. It has to start with awareness. A lot of 
people lead somewhat sheltered lives; it’s not some
thing we have to see everyday. When I see the pic
tures.... I can’t imagine any child living in a dump 
like that. It’s heart wrenching.

VANG: I’m interested in Safe Passage because 
it gives me the opportunity to advance my inter
est in social work. I want to be working with kids 
from other countries. I’ve experienced life in a refu
gee camp myself, so I know what it’s like to have 
the need for education. Guatemala is just one part 
of the world that is having these problems. It's not 
something that is widely talked about, so I thought 
it was important to join and encourage other stu
dents to get involved.

For more information on Safe Passages visit www. 
safepassage.org, or contact Mary Pierce at mpierce@ 
nmc.edu for information about the NMC Safe Passage 
Student Organization.



D e v e l o p i n g  t h e  

b i g g e r  p i c t u r e

D e l v i n g  i n t o  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h y  

d e p a r t m e n t ' s  d i g i t a l  d r e a m

■ J OE VANWAGNER
Press Staff Writer
Beginning this week, NMC will be in

tegrating digital elements into its photog
raphy courses.

The new equipment, made possible by a 
donation from the Student Government Asso
ciation, will help expand the Photography pro
gram on campus.

The new “digital darkroom" includes a 
Dell PC with a printer, flatbed scanner and a 
Nikon slide scanner. 35mm photographs will 
be developed in the darkroom, then scanned 
and converted into a digital format for editing 
in Photoshop CS3.

So, just what is the difference between 
NMC’s existing Photoshop classes and the

new digital darkroom?
“In Photoshop class, you learn all the dif

ferent effects. You can create something from 
nothing,” said NMC photo technician Karen 
Beery, “Our goal is to stricdy deal with the 
photography aspect.”

During digital-related segments of the 
course, students will learn how to develop 
scanned negatives instead of using the tradi
tional chemical process.

“It’s quicker and cleaner,” said Beery, “and 
we don’t have all the chemicals to deal with.” 

Funding for the digital darkroom was held 
up due to existing Photoshop classes offered 
through NMC’s Visual Communications 
program. While these classes familiarized stu
dents with the use of the program, they were

never able to produce negatives that could 
later be developed in a “wet” darkroom.

“One of the major reasons we wanted it 
was because we go beyond what is typically in 
a Photo I class by getting into more fine arts 
aspects like hand-coloring,” said Photography 
instructor Sue Kopka.

Beery will be training the photography in
structors to use the Photoshop software and 
equipment in class.

“This is some of the same equipment 
students would have if they were to go to 
some of the bigger colleges or an art col
lege,” said Beery.

Although Photoshop courses have been 
taught at NMC for years in the VisComm 
program, the photography department is a rel
ative latecomer to blending traditionally-shot 
photos with digital processing techniques.

Other Michigan colleges, such as Lansing 
Community College, have had well-estab
lished digital photography courses for years. 
Oakland Community College’s photography 
program has established these digital dark- 
rooms on two campuses, where the editing 
and developing software is taught alongside 
both classic and digital photography.

Kopka says experience with new media 
will increase employability of graduating Vis
Comm students by giving them the opportu
nity to work with their own photos.

“The richer and more diverse, the better 
the education,” said Kopka, who is also a

former Montessori teacher.
“Students who don’t have access to a large- 

scale digital camera can still produce large- 
scale digital negatives,” said Kopka. “You can 
make a negative of anything. You can scan 
drawings and create a photo.”

Not everyone in the department is ready 
to jump on the digital bandwagon. All in
structors will be trained to use the new tech
nology alongside students, but some are in 
support of traditional development tech
niques for 35mm film.

“It’s a tool,” said Photography II instructor 
Sheila Stafford, “not necessarily a bad tool, but 
we’ve found ways to use the tools we have.” 

Instructors like Stafford are not opposed 
to the new media, but rather support the phi- 
lpsophy of learning the “old-fashioned way” 
first.

“You’ve got to know the basics,” added 
Beery.

The case for purchasing the digital dark- 
room was given added impetus when pho
tography became required for students in 
the VisComm program. Though a number 
of VisComm students can already use the 
software, the photography classes will offer 
opportunities for students to broaden their 
experience.

“We have always been known here as sort 
of a 'little art school'," said Kopka.  "Oour stu- 
dents end up going to some amazing places. 
We want to continue to keep that bar high.”

O f f i c e r  s p e a k s  o n  r e a d i n e s s  

f o r  C a m p u s  S a f e t y  M o n t h

I JAN TEETER
Press Staff Writer
“Your body cannot go where your mind has not 

been; rehearse, rehearse, rehearse. What are you 
going to do in a violent situation? Are you going 
raise your arms up and yell, attracting attention to 
yourself? Are you going to punch and kick, and try 
to disable your attacker?”

Officer Paul Ellul asked questions like these to 
a group of faculty and students in West Hall dur
ing a presentation to mark National Campus Safety 
Awareness Month.

“If you haven’t rehearsed it in your head, you 
might just freeze and become the victim in the situ
ation. You better have a plan,” said Ellul, who is the 
TC Police Department’s liaison officer for NMC.

Ellul discussed precautions concerning campus 
emergencies, identity theft, personal safety and how 
to be a good witness in criminal situations. Having 
a general awareness of what is around you, accord
ing to Ellul, can be the first step in protecting your
self against crime.

“Scan your surroundings,” warned Ellul. “Don’t 
walk out a door at night holding your head down, 
unaware. There are predators out there looking for 
the weakest link. Program 911 into your cell phone 
and keep your finger on the send button.”

Officer Ellul explained that he mentally rehears
es how he would react to critical situations multiple

times a day.
“Some people are offended when I stop them 

on the street and ask them to show me their hands, 
but I’m just doing my job; they might fit the exact 
description of someone who just robbed a bank,” 
said Ellul.

Ellul showed the group pictures of concealed 
weapons, such as handheld flashlights that double 
as 12 gauge shotguns and cell phones that discharge 
32 caliber rounds when the number one is dialed 
on the keypad.

“This is what I have to think about when it 
comes down to people’s safety,” said Ellul.

Officer Ellul stressed to the group the impor
tance of being careful with your trash and mail. 
Don’t leave your social security number lying 
around or allow your private mail to build up in un
secured residential boxes; it becomes an easy target 
for identity theft.

“People go to unsecured mailboxes all the time, 
grab a check (it could be your cable bill, heat bill, 
or anything), keep your signature, and white out 
the rest. [They] re-write the check in their own 
name for any amount they want and cash it,” said 
Ellul. “There is a paper trail, but by the time we get 
on the case, it’s hard to follow.”

“I try to do what I can to help,” added Ellul. 
“The more aware you are of your surroundings, the 
safer you’re going to be.”



W e b  s i t e  p r o v i d e s  

a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  U . S .  

N e w s  r a n k i n g

■ GENEVIEVE MARSHALL
The Morning Call

Hundreds of private colleges and universities that are boycot
ting U.S. News & World Report’s influential annual college survey, 
launched a Web site Wednesday where they say prospective students 
can get objective information on schools.

The University and College Accountability Network - dubbed U- 
CAN - contain? college profiles and detailed information on gradu
ation rates, tuition, class size and geographic and racial diversity for 
hundreds of private colleges and universities.

Much of the same information is used by U.S. News to compile 
its annual college rankings, but the site doesn’t pit one school against 
another in a ranking system.

"We think a family’s search for the right college for a son and 
daughter is much more important than that,” Muhlenberg College 
President Randy Helm said.

U-CAN was developed by the National Association of Indepen
dent Colleges and Universities. Its debutat www.ucan-network.org 
comes just months after a growing number of colleges began voicing 
their dissatisfaction over the U.S. News ranking system and outright 
boycotted the portion of the annual survey where colleges are asked 
to rate each other.

Some college leaders, including Helm, are touting U-CAN as a 
better alternative to the U.S. News ranking.

But besting U.S. News wasn’t the only reason behind the initia
tive, according to David Warren, president of the college association.

A report commissioned by U.S. Education Secretary Margaret 
Spellings in 2006 complained about “a remarkable shortage of clear, 
accessible information about crucial aspects of American colleges and 
universities, from financial aid to graduation rates.” The report called 
on schools to do better.

U-CAN is higher education’s answer to the call, Warren said.
The Web site, which is free to users, went live with information 

for about half of its 940 member colleges and universities. A couple 
hundred more colleges are expected to have their profile pages ready 
to go in the next few weeks, Warren said.

The profile pages have dozens of hyperlinks back to the institu
tions’ Web sites and a “What Makes Us Special?” button to promote 
their unique qualities.

Much of the information is publicly available through the U.S. 
Department of Education and the individual college Web sites. But 
this is a way to provide the same data for hundreds of schools with 
links that make it easy to find more information, Warren said.

“Our focus groups said it was concise, colorful, clear and a com
mon frame of references,” Warren said. “It helps that everyone uses 
the same format.”

Muhlenberg’s Helm said he was amazed at the speed with which 
academic institutions were able to get the project off the ground.

“I saw the first design for the matrix in the summer,” Helm said. 
“They may have started talking about it in the spring. For all these 
academic institutions to do something so quickly on a volunteer 
basis is incredible.”

Warren said the site is still a work-in-progress. “We are just launch
ing this thing,” he said. “It willchange and alter as we go forward.”

The site does not allow users to compare several schools side-by- 
side, which Helm said would be a helpful tool to add in the future.

Profiles of public colleges and universities are not included now 
but could eventually be added, Warren said.

NMC security guard Steve Grima, 23, is a petty 
officer in the Coast Guard Reserve. He received orders 
in April to head down to New Orleans in four days — 
to help with the Hurricane Katrina cleanup. This was 
Grima's second trip to the devastated region. He also 
went in 2005 with the National Guard.

The White Pine Press met with Grima to discuss 
what kind of work he did there, what he saw of the 
aftermath of the Katrina disaster and the efforts to re
build the Gulf Coast.

WPP: What were your duties when you were 
down there?

GRIMA We were doing water waste management, 
cleaning up all the waterways like Mississippi river, Al
giers, the ICW [Intercoastal Waterway], and any other 
water ways with commercial and fishing traffic.

FEMA had set up an incident command post 
in New Orleans for clean up, but originally...after 
the storm it was for recovery efforts, search and res
cue, the initial response. Now they’re into recov
ery mode, and the Coast Guard then started doing 
clean up mostly. FEMA was negotiating contracts 
with civilian contractors; they had us sitting on 
barges supervising contractors, surveying debris, 
and cleaning up oil spills. So that’s pretty much 
what our main focus was, getting the rivers open 
and clean so ships and barge traffic running again.

WPP: How long is it going to take to rebuild 
New Orleans?

GRIMA: As much as I have seen done down 
there, there are still projects, areas, clean ups and 
needs as we speak that are either untouched, un
done or nobody has gotten to it yet. Some work has 
been done. While I was still in Mississippi after the 
storm hit I decided to drive down to New Orleans 
and was absolutely amazed at the damage from 
Gulf Port, Mississippi, to New Orleans, Louisiana. 
But when I headed back home this year and looked 
back at the city, it looked like the storm hadn’t even 
touched it. But if you go down near the water 
there are buildings that are still untouched or un
done. Little by little people are slowly getting back 
on their feet, and businesses going back up.

WPP: What was the best sign of hope you saw?
GRIMA: The best sign of hope was that I saw 

people down at Charity Beach and Church organi
zations we were running. O n weekends I volun
teered for some organizations on a limited basis, 
and I think that was a really good sign to see all 
that. There were a lot of tourists and money com
ing in and you slowly watch the town get back on 
its feet you know. But you know you’re down there 
to make a difference, we’re trying to make a small 
impact on New Orleans.

WPP: What was the most heartbreaking thing 
you saw?

GRIMA: Heartbreaking, in a sense that it 
wasn’t like Mississippi when we were finding dead 
bodies and people buried under houses who were 
somehow still alive back then in 2005. But I was 
taking photographs and came across a house with 
a painted skull and “X” mark meaning that some
one died there, and that someone by the way, was a 
little boy.

Also another heartbreaker I heard from a 
deacon who was telling me his son watched his 
mother, stepfather, and other relatives drown in 
the flow of the flood. The city after the storm 
and when I went back still had the Nation
al Guard
down ,___ ~]
there as
the po- mg
lice force 
which is

sad to say, \
^ h
still had a petty officer Steve Grima 
need tor it
and I would often talk with them, “Hey I’m with 
the Coast Guard,” and we would connect that 
way and listen to these guys talk about how some 
of the looting still goes on in the areas that are 
still deserted, and all the stuff that goes on in the 
FEMA trailer parks and how they have a huge 
crime rate.

http://www.ucan-network.org




N M C  e m a i l  g o i n g  g r a y

Most NMC students are anything but technologically inept. We 
know how to browse the Internet, check our email and type up our 
homework; we’ve been doing it for years. Some of this year’s fresh
men may not remember the Berlin Wall, but they might remember

emailing while in the third grade.
So it should be no surprise to 

NMC that the majority of stu
dents who are assigned an NMC 
email address after being accepted 
already have an email account that 
they frequently use.

Some might argue that it isn’t 
too hard to check mbx, and that it 
is an important resource for infor

mation about our classes and the college in general.
Yet most students simply don’t check mbx, partly because we al

ready have a busy daily beat online. From Facebook and MySpace to 
Hotmail and Gmail -  and possibly checking our banking online in 
between - mbx.nmc.edu gets lost in the shuffle, especially since we 
keep in touch with most of our friends on alternate email providers.

The NMC email is also ignored by students because it lacks cer
tain email features that have since become standard-issue for most 
providers, such as the ability to send large attachments, an internal 
search engine to speed mail browsing and a scalable interface that 
changes with the user’s needs.

The mbx account is supposed to be the link between students, 
staff and faculty -  the central nervous system of online mass cam
pus communication. NMC urges students to check their accounts 
on a regular basis so they can be updated on vital news and informa
tion. However, considering students’ obvious lack of interest in their 
college accounts, NMC would be better off using students’ existing 
email accounts for significant college updates.

This convenience would be appreciated not only by students, but 
also by the White Pine Press, which has opened its own Gmail ac
count after frustrating network shutdowns during two production 
cycles last year.

Gathering and using students’ outside email addresses to com
municate might also be in the interest of those college departments 
-  like Institutional Advancement and the NMC Foundation -  that 
wish to communicate with graduated or transfer students years after 
they have left. Having durable email contact information could keep 
those lines of communication open.

Gathering all of these email addresses from all of these students 
doesn’t have to be a logistical nightmare. Prospective students in
clude their email address on their original applications for admission. 
And the security issue is moot, since students already regularly use 
non-college email on college computers.

As NMC is currently in the process of upgrading its entire web
site, we feel that the way online communications with students are 
handled should be upgraded at the same time.



A d d i c t i o n :  t h e  p r o s  

a n d  e x - c o n s

i
PAUL LEON
Press Staff Columnist
Addiction is not a very popular subject, especial

ly among college students. But since students have 
voiced concerns about recent changes on the NMC 
campus, (particularly their insecurity about secu- 
rity staff roaming dorm hallways), this prompts dis
cussion as to what students are doing in the dorms 
that makes them not want security around.

When I was 18 and living in the dorms at Fer
ris State, we didn’t have security staff wandering the 
halls. Also to our advantage, the RAs (residential as
sistants) would always notify a “select few" partiers 
of any upcoming “room inspections,” thus allowing 
ample time to hide the booze, the growing pottage 
of domestic blends, the women living in our rooms 
and any pets. Not much has changed since then, 
except maybe hiding the girls considering these 
days many dorms are now co-ed.

But as we all know, the drinking age here is 21, 
and many of NMC’s students (especially those re
siding on campus) are averaging 18 - 22 years of 
age. I’ve heard it said that, for some, “weekend 
binge drinking” often carries over into class sched
ules for the following week. A student I talked to 
recently said that he “couldn’t drive straight unless 
he had been drinking,” and he didn’t appear to be 
of legal drinking age. I don’t think he was being 
completely truthful, but a sure sign of growing up 
is getting past that “bragging” age.

A local organization, Project Unity for Life, 
helps addicts (both in and out of incarceration) 
deal with their life issues that caused them to use 
drugs in the first place, including alcohol as well 
as controlled and uncontrolled substances. For 
most people, the addiction process is gradual and 
sometimes not evident until its too late. First, an 
individual tries drugs for different reasons. The

painkilling and numbing effects of the drugs appear 
to solve their problems, at least temporarily. So the 
individual continues to look to drugs to cure them 
of unwanted feelings and problems. This release is 
the main reason they use drugs a second or third 
time. It is then just a matter of time before they be
come fully addicted and lose their ability to control 
their drug use. Addiction then results from exces
sive or continued abuse of physiologically or physi
cally habit-forming drugs in an attempt to resolve 
or escape from the underlying symptoms of dis
comfort or unhappiness.

The effects of addiction manifest themselves 
through lost work time and inefficiency, and are 
felt on many levels: personal, friends, family, and 
on society as a whole. Individuals who use drugs 
experience a wide array of physical problems due 
to their addiction that they had never anticipated. 
One such example is the depression an individual 
feels following their use of cocaine. Additional ef
fects of drug addiction include tolerance, with
drawal, sickness, overdose, and for some, resorting 
to a life of crime. Drug users are more likely than 
nonusers to have occupational accidents, thus en
dangering themselves and those around them. Over 
half of highway deaths in the United States involve 
alcohol, according to the Department of Transpor
tation. Let’s hope the aforementioned friend doesn’t 
become one of them.

One thing remains certain: as long as students 
are breaking ties at home to attend colleges across 
America, there will no doubt be questionable things 
going on behind closed doors. Young, college-aged 
adults are making today the kind of lifestyle deci
sions whose effects might endure for years following 
graduation. At this point, it’s easy to make a mistake 
with drugs and alcohol, but it’s also easy to correct -  
as long a you notice the warning signs of addiction.



















GEOLOGIST SOLVES ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
PUZZLE, FINDS AN ENIGMA”"'*"””"”"”"

on the island, written in a style 
dating back to the 14th century.

Wolter found that during me
dieval times, Gotland had been 
populated by Cistercian monks 
who had sought refuge from re1 
ligious persecution and who 
spoke their own language. Cister
cian monks - who later became 
Knights Templar - were well- 
educated. They were the first to 
create bathhouses in abbeys and 
were knowledgeable in math -es
pecially geometry.

He believes the message tells 
the story of a group of these 
monks on a journey to escape 
famine, plague, persecution and 
wars in Europe and claim land in 
the New World, where there was 
a relative abundance of resources. 
Kensington was claimed by the 
monks because the headwaters of 
the area equaled power.

In the dots and gouges in the 
runes, WWlter believes he has 
found a connection between the 
Gotland monks, the Knights 
Templar and the Freemasons - 
of which Columbus and his fa
ther were members - and how 
the discovery of America was no 
accident but a careftilly thought- 
out expedition.

“None of this has come out 
yet,” said Wolter, “but it will.”

At first Wolter was in it for 
the money, but now he travels the 
world on his own dime to further 
unlock the stones mystery.

“This thing is immensely 
complicated,” said Wolter who 
continued to research the KRS 
after the paid portion of his job 
ended. “This takes a lot of time, 
a lot of work, a lot of money. But 
you know what? Its fun as hell.” 

Wolter has traveled to Sweden 
five times to research the abbeys 
of the Cistercian monks and to 
meet with scholars and skep
tics who still believe the KRS is 
a hoax.

Instructor Mark Holley intro
duced Wolter to a small gathering 
at NMC with the words, “Arche
ology is never a straight line pro
cess,” said Holley. “When Wolter 
started [researching the Kensing
ton Stone], he never anticipated 
where he ended up today.”

Wolter and Holley are cur
rently working on a discovery in 
West Bay.

his message was 
   translated from a 

 large stone discov-
ered entangled in tree 

roots by a farmer in Minnesota 
-  a stone that would spark a 100- 
year controversy.

Geologist Scott Wolter had 
never heard of the controver
sial Kensington stone when he 
received a call in 2000 from 
Wisconsin chemist Barry Han
son asking for his help to date 
the stone. Wolter did not know 
Hanson, nor did he know any
thing about runes. Wolter did 
know geology, however, and he 
was willing to take on a project 
that was different from his nor
mal routine of analyzing concrete 
and other construction materials.

Curious about the subject of 
this prospective job, Wolter re
searched the stone’s history and 
its troubled pedigree. The Kens
ington Rune Stone was found in 
1898 by Olaf Ohman, a farmer 
and Swedish immigrant. Ohman 
was clearing trees on his farm 
with his sons when they un
earthed the now infamous 202- 
pound stone.

Controversy immediate
ly surrounded the stone and 
Ohman himself, who was also 
a stone-mason. Talk of the an
cient, rune-carved stone spread 
from Kensington, Minnesota, 
all the way to Europe. Scholars 
accused Ohman of carving the 
stone himself, using runes from 
a Norse language too modern for 
Viking times. Most geologists 
said the carvings looked fresh 
and therefore must have been 
done by Ohman.

Wolter was also skeptical 
about the stone’s age, but he 
agreed to date it.

“I’ll do this work for you,” 
said Wolter to Hanson, “but 
you have to understand 
this: I may come back and 

give you news you may 
not like. But you are still 
going to pay me.”

As Wolter stud
ied the stone under 
a microscope in his 
Minnesota lab, he 
discovered it had

been carved out of a chunk of 
2.7 billion-year-old glacial stone, 
and had also been “dressed” or 
cut to its present tombstone- 
sized shape. As he looked closer 
at the runes, he found that the 
tracing that Ohman did in 1898 
had crushed the stone’s minerals 
- giving a freshly carved look to 
the rune inscription. Wolter then 
compared the mica-degrada- 
tion on old tombstones with the 
degradation on the stone. The 
sharp mica-crystals will fade in a 
100-year-old stone carving and 
completely disappear in a 200- 
year-old stone carving.

Wolter determined that the 
mica degradation on KRS took 
longer than 200 years to develop, 
and when he discovered that the 
split side was the same age as the 
inscription, he was shocked.

“I’ll be damned. This thing 
is real!” said Wolter. "The lack of 
mica found on the dressing and 
the retooling of the KRS proved 
that the stone was carved before 
Ohman was even born.

The scholars were wrong 
about the stone being a hoax; 
Wolter now had geological proof 
of the stones real age. However, 
the exact age of the stone’s in
scriptions was still a mystery.

Wolter presented his findings 
in St. Paul, but critics abounded. 
While Wolter was able to prove 
the carving to be older than 
Ohman, he had no answers for 
the critics who said the modern 
runic letters were too new to be 
that old.

To find these answers, Wolter 
needed to study the ancient runic 
language itself. Wolter studied 
each rune carefully under the mi
croscope and found that some of 
the runes had dots on them; oth
ers had tiny gouges. However, 
when Wolter studied the tracings 
Ohman made of the KRS, the dots 
and gouges were absent. If Ohman 
had made up the alphabet, why 
would he omit the dots and gouges 
in his copy? Perhaps it was because 
Ohman did not see them.

Further research into the mys
terious runes helped Wolter pin
point the dotted runic alphabet 
to a small, Swedish island named 
Gotland. The same medieval 
runic inscriptions found on the 
KRS were found on grave slabs


