N o ta x is fo r y o u , T C
Traverse City was left with
out taxi service last week when
TC Cab Company unexpect
edly shut down. The company’s
license with the city, due to run
through June 2008, required TC
Cab to offer 24-hour service.
Celtic Shuttle has received the
go-ahead to run a taxi service in
Traverse City but has yet to begin
operations. The TC Cab Com
pany answering machine prom
ises an “exciting new cab service
coming in the very near future."
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A sh B o re r
q u a ra n tin e e x p a n d s
n o rth
The Michigan Department
of Agriculture quarantined
55 square miles in the Upper
Peninsula in Mackinac County.
The restriction on campfire
wood also continues to be in
effect for the Upper Peninsula
as the shiny green beede carries
on its attacks. The Emerald Ash
Borer is an invasive species that
has destroyed more than six
million trees in Michigan alone.

O n th e b a llo t
Grand Traverse County’s
Precinct 1 ballot for November 6
includes Michael Estes and Linda
Smyka for Mayor, and Barbara
Budros, Jim Carruthers, Scott
C. Hardy, Scott Sieffert, and
Ralph Soffredine - all running
for three four-year terms as city
commissioner. Traverse City Area
Public Schools is also electing
new members to the Board of
Education for four-year terms.
The county proposal for the
continued service of the BATA
bus will be voted upon, while
Proposal 1, which allows the city
commission to approve a “Street
and Sidewalk Repair Project”
instead of the voter-decided
“Brown Bridge Trust Fund,” will
also be on the ballot.

Press photo/JOE CLARK
LAKES TO HIT ALL-TIME LOW Current law m akes it alm ost im possible for regions outside of the Great Lakes basin
to gain access to the water. But U.S. and C anadian officials w orry th a t increased in-basin d em an d s and erosion in the
rivers leading from Lake Huron to Lake Ontario are steadily draining th e lake. The lower level is especially ap parent
along the stretch of W est Bay's w aterfront on M-22.
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BEN ANDERSON
Special to the Press

Three of the Great Lakes - including Lake
Michigan - will hit record low levels this fall,
and if some researchers are right, many of our
currently sandy lakeshores may become reed
overrun swamps by the next decade.
According to a program manager of the
body assigned to monitor water levels of the
Great Lakes, this just might happen unless ur
gent steps are taken to slow the flow of the St.
Clair River.
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Roger Gauthier is a program manager of
the Great Lakes Commission, an intergov
ernmental agency established in 1955 that
oversees the use and conservation of water in
the Great Lakes. Each of the eight states and
two Canadian provinces bordering the Great
Lakes are members.
Gauthier, who works in Ann Arbor, gave
a presentation on the lake levels, where the
water is flowing and what’s happening to the
increasingly shallow and reed-grown shore
lines to about 40 people at the Inland Seas
Association on Oct. 16 in Suttons Bay,
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When asked it is likely to expect several
hundred yards of swamp and invasive reeds
named “phragmites” on the coastlines of our
lakes over the next several years and into the
next few decades, Gauthier answered, “Yes,
the phragmites will be there.”
According to Gauthier, the St. Clair River
- a channel between Lake Huron and the De
troit River - is responsible for much of the
water loss of Lakes Huron and Michigan.
Though water loss of these lakes has long
• See LAKE on page 2
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LAKE continued
been blamed on the dredging done to the river
in the 1960s, which both widened and deepened
the St. Clair, Gauthier downplays this as the
current cause.
The dredging increased the outflow from Lake
Huron and led to a deepening hole at the base of
the river. The newly exposed sand erodes easily, fur
ther increasing the flow.
According to studies commissioned by the
Georgian Bay Association, a homeowner’s asso
ciation in Georgian Bay, Ontario, 2.5 billion gal
lons of excess water from the northern lakes flow
out of the St. Clair per day - about what Chicago
uses in a day.
Gauthier also suggested that diversions of Lake
Michigan and the shipping away of Great Lakes
water do not have much effect on the level of the
lakes compared to the St. Clair River.
Though Gauthier can’t prove with certainty
that global warming is a major contributor to the
shrinking of the Great Lakes, he said he would,
“Put money on [global warming] as a major cause.”
Human-caused global warming is a relatively
new phenomenon in its effects on environments
compared to the creeping motion of geology, for
example, which creates a bind for researchers of the
environment like Gauthier - relatively new phe
nomena are difficult to prove because previous data
don’t seem to support it.

But Lake Superior is currently at its all-time re
corded low for the month of September since re
cording began in 1885. Lakes Huron and Michigan
are also approaching all-time recorded lows; pres
ently their lake levels couldn’t be raised by increas
ing the flow through the Locks without causing the
levels of Lake Superior to plummet even lower.
Normal flow through the Locks is 83,000 ft3/
sec; today it is down to 55,000 ft3/sec.
The International Joint Commission - of which
the Great Lakes Commission is the U.S. half - re
cently approved a five-year, $17.5 million-dollar
study to determine the cause of the record lows.
But Gauthier believes that it will be 2015by
the time these studies become action. Even after
the study's conclusions are published, interpreta
tions of these conclusions will be made before the
U.S. and Canadian legislatures take decisive action
about how to preserve our lake levels. By that point
it may be a day at the beach in the states and prov
inces surrounding the lakes could become a day at a
reed-filled swamp.
When asked if a “happy medium” could be at
tained in lake levels through working on slowing
the flow through the St. Clair river in addition to
manipulating the flow at the Soo Locks, Gauthier
responded, “We should do whatever humanly pos
sible to minimize extremes in lake levels.”
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JOSEPH VANWAGNER
Press Staff Writer
Talk among college faculty last week was the recent dip
in student attendance. Now nine weeks into the semester,
more students are leaving empty desks all across campus.
"I’d definitely say this last week represented kind of
a slump,” said Honors English and Creative Writing in
structor John Pahl. “From both of my classes there may
have been four or five [students] missing. There is defi
nitely midterm fatigue and burnout going on.”
Currently, most 16-week courses allow for a certain
amount of absences. Introduction to Linguistics instruc
tor Deirdre Mahoney, for example, allows for a maximum
of four absences from her class before reducing a students
grade by one full point. Many other instructors in the
communications department have also begun to crack
down on mid-semester class cutting.
While many core classes at NMC offer flexible learning
options with self-paced, online, and telecourse options,
the mid-semester blues creates a haze of panic and anxiety
among the student body.
A growing number of faculty members have explored
alternative solutions such as Blackboard and offering Pow
erPoint presentations through faculty websites to circum
vent the problem within the scope of their own class.
“I do a lot of my stuff online,” said Mindy Morton,
who teaches History in a traditional classroom setting as
well as a Western Civilizations course online, “but you
still need to be in class. I will mention things in class that
you’re not going to get out of the book, you’re not going
to get from the outline, and you’re not going to get out of
the PowerPoints.”

Despite this, however, Morton’s class does not require
attendance, favoring leniency over a rigid policy. Her phi
losophy is that it is the students’ responsibility to attend
class and learn the material.
“We’re all supposed to be adults, and that means taking
responsibility for your actions,” said Morton in regards to
her attendance policy. “You’re paying for the instruction.”
With exams approaching and papers due, many stu
dents elect to take a few absences in order to catch up,
which results in missing out on important in-class lectures
and discussion.
Students often then realize that their GPA is in jeopar
dy and become worried. “I start noticing students in class
that I hadn’t seen for weeks,” said Morton.
But when those exams are handed back, many students
find the results to be a rude awakening. “Right now, we’re
about to send out mid-semester reports, and I anticipate
that there will be a few [grades] that will drop substantial
ly,” said Morton regarding her History class, which recent
ly finished with midterm exams.
Granted, college instructors are no strangers to mid
term madness - students skipping class and missing dead
lines - but that’s not all there is to it. There is pressure on
the college to tighten the attendance policy in order to
avoid financial aid scams.
While a course dropped with record appears as a zeropoint grade on the student’s transcript and the cost of the
course is not refunded, pushing the number of credits over
the requirement allows them to receive more money in fi
nancial aid for the semester.
According to Financial Aid Coordinator Deb Faas, if
a student with the requisite full-time credit load attends
sixty percent of a class and drops with record, they remain

E

a

eligible for a full Pell grant for the semester.
Students could still end up taking a hit, however, since
financial aid is required to monitor all student accounts
for satisfactory academic progress. Students are encour
aged to check in with financial aid before dropping classes
in order to avoid aid cancellation or academic probation.
One step toward curbing non-attendance is a little-known
policy offered through the records office, allowing parents of
students to keep track of attendance records, provided the
student grants permission to release the information.
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Press photo/JOC CLARK

Press photo/JOHN PARKER
THE PHANTOM M ENACE N on-attendance
has alw ays p resented a problem around m idsem ester, but stu d e n ts w ho are leaving se a ts
em pty in classroom s across cam pus could also
end up costing th e college (and th e students) a
lot of m oney.
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STEVE WINNICKI
Press Staff Writer
On October 3-7, Tibetan monks came to the Dennos Museum to
perform an ancient Buddhist art. The Mandala sand painting, dultson-kyil-khor, promotes peace and healing. Formed by geometric
shapes, the painting represents the world in its divine form and the
enlightenment of the human mind. After the Mandala was finished,
it was consecrated by ritualistic chanting and then dismantled. Half
of the powders were passed out to the crowd to promote individual
healing; the other half was gathered and stored in a sacrcd urn. The
monks led a procession to West Bay, where the powders were cast
onto the water. This was done so the healing energy of the Mandala
can flow and affect the rest of the world.
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Press photo
NMC President Tim Nelson spoke with us regarding
plans in fundingfor higher education, including how
decreasedfunding will effect NMC and whatproposals
have been instituted in order to preparefor it.
WPP: At the recent Board of Trustees meeting,
what information was relayed regarding long-term
state funding and how does this affect NMC's fu
ture funding plan?
NELSON: Right now we have a four-part fund
ing formula. About 25 percent State of Michigan, 26
percent local property tax, 44 percent tuition and fee
revenue, and....about 5 percent from other sources, [in
cluding] philanthropy. I expect that as we go into the
future, there will be a smaller proportion of state dollars;
there has been over the six years I’ve been here. There’s
been a continuing decline of state support, and we have
been planning and making decisions that recognize
that. Since 2002, overall state support for community
colleges has dropped by something over 20 percent, and
we have not quite that percentage, but there has been a
decline in support for universities as well.
The Board adopted the budget in June and as
sumed there would be no additional state funding
this year. It also assumed that the payment with
held in June last year would not be made to us.
The continuation budget says that payment will be
made to us, but again, we didn’t build that as part
of the budget. We build a budget assuming what
we thought was not the worst case, not the best
case, but the most likely case. So the state has until
October 31 to have a budget for this fiscal year. If
they do not, they will be in the same position they
were in September, where they either have to pass a
continuation budget or shut things down. Nobody
should look at what’s gone on and think it’s all
done, because now they have to actually negotiate
the budget for this fiscal year.
So how do we look at funding in the future? We are
very fortunate to have the support of our local taxpay
ers, so I expect that will continue. Obviously, tuition
fees will continue, and I think you’ll see more impor
tance in private philanthropy and fundraising, just as
state universities have done and private colleges have
done. And there’d be some state funds there, as I said,
and my guess is that it would be less.

WPP: W hat’s going on with the State Capital
Outlay?
NELSON: There hasn’t been an ouday for....about
three years. The speculation is that there may be some
ouday money this year, but the budget’s not really
done. All we really have is a continuation budget. We
do not have a budget for this fiscal year. So if you ask
me, “What’s the college going to get from the state?”
—I can’t tell you that. I can tell you what we planned
on, and we planned on getting nothing more than we
had received for the entire year. So if we get more than
that, what I’ve told the planning budget council and
the executive staff is: we’ll bank that additional amount
because the state’s not out of the woods. Pretty much
every year I’ve been president we’ve had some type of
mid-year or end-of-year reduction in funding. We plan
for that, and we have been able to be quite successful.
We believe in the students and providing quality facili
ties and quality programs, and we’ll continue to do that.
WPP: What’s the latest on the governor’s “vibrant
and viable” special task force?
NELSON: I think the rhetoric and the posi
tion of the government and of society is that com
munity colleges will play an increasingly important
role in the state economy. The question becomes: is
there funding available to help support that desire?
You can say what you want about the importance
of higher education, but the numbers demonstrate
that those are the areas that have been cut.
I think that education is a critical component of
transforming our economy for this coming century
and for our ability to play on the world’s stage. We
will do what it takes to make certain that we serve
our region, and I think that’s one of the unique ad
vantages of community colleges: we are connected
to the fabric of our region. So we work very close
ly with economic development corporations, the
Chamber of Commerce, the council of governments,
the hospitals, the school systems, for the benefit not
just of our students, but for the region as a whole.
WPP: How are you doing health-wise?
NELSON: Oh, I’m fine; I’m cancer-free. I’ve been
working my regular schedule since last spring. My regu
lar schedule, like today, starts at seven in the morning
and goes until I go.
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Being a vegetarian at NMC is easy, unless you eat at The Northwoods Cafe. Sure, they offer a ton of vegetarian options, but are they
really vegetarian? Whether it's the vegetarian soup being made with
beef broth or lasagna labeled, interestingly, both beef and vegetarian.
One may often wonder if Aramark is playing “Where’s Waldo?”
with its vegetarians. Except, instead of Waldo being a British man in a
red and white striped shirt, he is a piece of chicken or beef.
Perhaps Aramark is blameless; maybe we should assume that food
labels are never what they say they are. Perhaps it is our fault because
we ask for non-meat based foods - maybe we should have low expecta
tions and should assume that when
we get our veggie burgers they will
be undercooked, or when we get
our breakfasts, sausage will magi
cally appear in the omelets. Perhaps
it is NMC’s vegetarians’ fault for
choosing a lifestyle without meat.
Perhaps Aramark fancies the liberal
lettuce-eating hippies to get on the
fast track to success by eating meat.
It goes without saying that vegetarians need to be given the op
portunity to stay vegetarian and not
mistakenly take a bite of something that has become foreign to their
system. Unwitting long-term vegetarians might become sick from di
gesting hidden meat in supposed “vegetarian lasagna.” Vegetarianism
is a choice that one makes for ethical, moral, and/or digestive reasons.
Aramark needs to acknowledge this and serve their vegetarian options
as vegetarian.
One may walk in the cafeteria, take a look at the food and automati
cally tell that it’s going to be another cuisine adventure. But the next
day the chef's special may be spot on - with food that is actually labeled
correctly. I feel pleased to eat at our wonderfully inviting buffet. But Ar
amark has a consistency problem. Is it an issue of laziness? If Joe Lunchbox doesn’t care about his job, why should he care about serving the best
possible food and giving the best possible service? This issue goes beyond
the skin of the soup. NMC students get the best service if Aramark's em
ployees are being given the best possible work environment.
Is it really too much to ask for vegetarians to be served edible food?
This does not even mean quality. Let’s simply stop misinforming hun
gry veggie-lovers and meat-lovers alike; people want to know what it is
they’re eating.
We, as the students of NMC, already pay a decent amount of
money to eat at Aramark. We should be given the selection we want
- the choices that are supposedly offered. If someone wants to eat a
swine, they should be able to eat a swine. If another person wants to
eat tofu, he should have the same unadulterated right.
Aramark: let the omnivores and herbivores dine together in peace.
JUSTIN DRABEK
Press Staff Writer
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J OHN PARKER
Press Managing Editor
Eighteen to twenty-four year olds do not vote;
they do wear strange clothes, speak a weird lan
guage and drive too fast, however. Stereotypes
stacked upon cliches stacked upon stereotypes.
But according to a study published in this
months PS: Political Science and Politics, citizens
aged 18-24 do have well-formed political opinions
and commitment to issues affecting them. By the
time a citizen begins college, say the authors, not
only have they defined themselves as a member of
a race or social class, thereby creating a sense of
identity, but they have also turned opinions into
cohesive political views.
The problem for democracy is that these ideas
are limited. Nearly three quarters believe that the
hallmarks of a good citizen are simply following
the law or altruism. Only a minute portion will
claim that a good citizen votes. The study also
finds that with the United States’ current politi
cal rift and the dominant issues of Iraq, Iran, the
war of Terror, Health Care, and Global Climate
change, 18-24 year olds are starting to examine
the issues more closely.
From 2000 to 2004 the number of voters in
this age group increased 11 percent - more so
than any other demographic. The total number of
youth voters may be lower than in 1972 (the year
18-year-olds were given the vote), but it is a step
in the right direction, overturning a 13 percent
decline between 1972 and 2000. The Rock the
Vote organization claims that historically 18- to
30-year-olds are the least likely to vote - but once
registered, they vote with the highest frequency.
With the lack of an incumbent candidate, the
election of 2008 could break records in the num

ber of 18-24 year old voters - except in Michi
gan, where a close eye should be kept to see how
Democratic presidential contenders fare amongst
the youth.
Currently, the Michigan Democratic Party and
the Democratic National Committee are fighting
over Michigan’s decision to move their primary up
from February to January 15. This breaks DNC
rules, which state that only Iowa, Nevada, New
Hampshire, and South Carolina are allowed to
stage primaries before February 5.
Barack Obama has polled well with youth vot
ers but will not be on the Michigan Ballot come
January 15. He and John Edwards, Bill Richard
son, Joe Biden and Dennis Kucinich have sided
with the DNC and have filed paperwork to re
move themselves from the ballot. Already, the
Democratic candidates refuse to campaign in
Michigan because of the primary date change.
Only Hillary Clinton, Mike Gravel, Dennis Ku
cinich and Chris Dodd have opted to be on the
ballot in January.
Studies point out that youths who possess a
sense of community are more apt to vote and be
involved citizens. But the majority of Democrat
ic candfdates are choosing to side with a political
party and ignore voters. The candidates are going
so far as to say that the Michigan Primary will not
count. Joe Biden has called it a “beauty contest.”
This may have a demoralizing and alienating effect
on the youths’ sense of community. So nation
ally the youth vote may go up, but in Michigan
the numbers may go down. And who could blame
them? If one of the Democratic candidates cur
rently writing off Michigan voters manages to win
the nomination, then come November, youthful
disregard will be poetic justice.
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Anyone who has ever seen me and mar
veled at my enormous head should have no
doubt that I am a “foodie.” This passion in
cludes all manners of food and drink. As I
walked up the path to Black Star Farm’s enor
mous main house, I felt as though my self-ap
pointed wisdom of food and drink was about

to be challenged. I was right. Anyone care for
a bit of emu breast? They have that and the
biggest freaking eggs I have ever seen.
Donald Coe, the managing partner at
Black Star Farms, walked me through the
many buildings of Black Star and opened my
eyes to what an amazing establishment it re
ally is. The scope of their practice is mind
blowing. Their care for the local farmer is
heart warming, and the extent of their wine
list is giggle-inducing.
One can stand in their tasting room and
watch as their grand prize winning cheeses
are made, or marvel at the fifteen to twenty
pounds of fruit (per bottle) that are needed
to make their dessert wine. I found myself
ogling at the cheese makers, listening to Mr.
Coe describe their work and realizing that
the only thing I was remotely qualified to do
was the job of wiping the cheese wheels with
brine once a day for a year.
Black Star’s farmer’s market is also a won
drous thing. Upon entering, the smells of
autumn permeate the senses, from smoky
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cheeses to caramel apples. I am in
heaven! Mr. Coe makes a point to
mention a few times that Black Star
is very concerned with the loss of
farmland in Leelanau and is doing
all they can to help the local farmers,
from selling their goods, to buying
their milk for Black Star’s cheeses.
As my adventure winds down, I
visit with some of the animals at the
petting zoo. I stand there, petting
the two cutest little pigs that I have
ever met, reflecting on my visit. This
place is definitely a destination that
every person in the area must jour
ney to. You can spend an hour or two
days, and never tire of the setting or
its people.
I climb back into my car, thankful
that these lovely folks have allowed
my hack of self to come in, take pic
tures, ask questions, and otherwise
interrupt their daily existence.
I drive away feeling that I have
accomplished something grand,
something that I can be proud to
discuss and remember. I have just
been ushered around one of North
ern Michigan’s finest establishments
by its director and have tasted the
best wine, the best brandy, and the
best cheese that I have ever had. I
conversed with some of the cutest
and most regal animals that I have
ever met, including the stunning
horses of Black Star’s full equestrian
paradise, and to top it all off: I had
a blast. I can’t believe I actually get
paid to do this - and that’s some
thing I’ve always wanted to say.

Football season is here
and it is closer to home than
you may think. In fact, if
you were to go out to the
field in the afternoons, you
would find the kind of funfilled competition that only
NMC Intramural Flag Foot
ball can offer.
This is a record-setting
year for Flag Football, with
a full 10 teams to competing
to make it into the playoffs,
which begin November 1.
Games are Monday
through Thursday at 2:10
p.m., 3:10 p.m. and 4:10
p.m. All teams play six
games to determine playoff
seeding.
Flag Football is played in
two twenty-minute, running-clock halves. Teams
field at least five players, but
can play more if more people
show up.
Six teams will make up the
“competitive" division for the
Intramural championship,
with five of those teams try
ing to dethrone the defending
champions, “We’ll pick that
$hit” come playoff Saturday.
The remaining four teams
will compete for a recre
ational title.
Come out and watch
these exciting games. Not
only is flag football enter
taining and fun, but you
just might even find yourself
lining up on the field.
The Kickball Champion
ship ended in a familiar sce
nario, with the Vein Bulging
Johnsons winning 7-2 over
the Blue Bailers to claim the
Kickball Championship for
their third straight year.
The captain’s meeting for
Intramural Dodgeball will
take place November 12 at 5
p.m. at the Northwoods Cafe
located in West Hall.

