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JOHN PARKER
Press Managing Editor

On September 17, 1986,
the White Pine Press report
ed that vague language written
into the constitution led to un
certainty on how Academic De
partment appointees gain their
seats and when to form or not
form the electoral commission.
At the time, then Vice Presi
dent for Student Services, Lornie Kerr said, “We should have
a standing committee to review
the constitution every year."
Student Activities Coordina
tor Chet Janik agreed. “It [the
constitution] is not as clear as it
should be.”
Twenty-one years later
little has changed. When it
comes to election processes
and fund allocations the Stu
dent Government Association
has a history of constitution
al confusion-an issue 2006-07
SGA President Pam Vandermeer sought to correct. This
year’s SGA board is currently
discussing amending a consti
tution that has not been signif
icantly updated since 1991.
“We're in the process of
updating the constitution,”
said newly elected Presi
dent Victor Draine. “Specific
amendments will be done to
the constitution [for sections]
that are in there that are now
irrelevant.”
In the mid 1980s the White
Pine Press reported that the
SGA was not conducting its
elections according to its con
stitution. This fall, as in 1986,
the election commission called
for in Article III of SGA’s con
stitution was not formed.
• See S G A on page 4
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ABRAHAM MORRISON
Press Staff Writer

Over the past several months, there has
been intense debate over whether or not ac
cessory dwelling units, also called “granny
flats” or “mother-in-law apartments,” should
be available to rent in Traverse City.
The definition of a granny flat is a com
plete dwelling that is
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pendent, but secondary to another structure
located within 300 feet of it. They often take
the form of small apartments attached to a
home or added onto the top of a garage.
According to Traverse City Planning Com
missioner Russ Soyring, in the past, when an
elderly family member, a child, or a servant
needed a place to stay, independent living
space was created for them by adding a small
apartment to the main dwelling unit. “They
just naturally occurred.”
Under current zoning laws, granny flats
are legal only under specific circumstances.
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HANDS-ON EDUCATION
Geology student Megan
Allchin uses her rock ham 
m er to chip aw ay at a rock
face near Sault Ste. Marie
in search of fossils and
other sam ples. Seven stu 
d en ts from Robb Hous
to n 's ENV 111 class traveled
to M ooselodge, near the
m outh of th e M ontreal
River, on O ctober 19. One
stu d en t found am ethyst
near an ab an d o n ed copper
m ine while sh e w as look
ing for sam p les of rocks to
study. The group traveled
north to several sites near
W auwa on Hudson Bay b e
fore returning to hom e on
Sunday, O ctober 21.
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Soyring believes that “makes everything
inconvenient.” The current trend, he says, “is
embracing mixed-use and mixed-class neigh
borhoods.”
“We allow accessory dwelling units,” said
Soyring “but the word temporary is before it.”
On Nov. 19, the City Commission will
vote on changes in local zoning regulations
would remove that section of the law, mak
ing them available to rent out on a long-term
basis without a permit.
The Traverse City Planning Commission
• See FLA TS on page 2
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FLA TS continued
has twice voted unanimously to approve granny
flats: once in 2003, and again in 2007.
However, those proposed changes are not with
out opponents. Beverly Gilmore, from Traverse
City, believes they are unnecessary.
"I see no need for them,” she said. “If you walk
by any part of Traverse City, you will see for sale,
for rent, for weekly rent.”
In her opinion, creating even more housing for
people would make the situation even worse.
“It’s not well thought out,” she claims. “No one
can tell me what is the impetus behind this.”
Although she sympathizes with students and
others who are having difficulty finding affordable
housing in the area, she does not feel that granny
flats are the solution.
“You make the best of whatever is available,”
says Gilmore, who lives on 11 th Street, “and there
is plenty available.”
In addition to its potential to negatively af
fect the housing market in Traverse City, Gilmore
brought into question whether the area had to in
frastructure to support the extra housing.
Soyring says such fears are unsubstantiated.
According to Soyring, “people are not going to
be trying to get rich.” He also pointed out that the
cost of creating a living space on top of a garage or
on the top floor of a house would far outweigh any
financial benefits.
“A lot of people have no interest in sharing their lives
with someone else,” he added. For that reason, Soyring
believes that these spaces will be most often rented to
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“really great friends, or more likely extended family.”
However, that is certainly not the only market
for accessory dwelling units.
“Family size has been dropping, but housing has
stayed the same,” said Soyring. “Accessory dwellings
are a great way to fill those empty spaces.”
The current average number of people per
household within the Traverse City limits 2.2. That
number used to be between 3.4 and 3.5, not too
long ago, according to Soyring.
“This area is going to grow to 35,000 people in
20 years. Those people are still going to generate
traffic,” he added.
Rather than forcing them to commute from the
suburbs or rural areas, he suggests they be encour
aged to live in Traverse City itself. The area would
actually, benefit environmentally from having them
in the city. For them, alternative modes of transpor
tation such as biking or walking would be viable.
“There are people who would love to live in this
town, but it’s often the price that keeps them from
being able to,” said Soyring.
That statement applies particularly well to area
college students. For most, renting an entire house
is totally impractical and financially impossible.
These accessory dwelling units could potentially
provide a less expensive housing option for them.
Whether that option is available to students in the
Traverse City area is still up for debate. Anyone inter
ested in joining the discussion on the subject can do
so at a meeting on Nov. 19 at 7 p.m. in the Traverse
City Government Center.
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JOHN PARKER
Press Managing Editor

In the past two years Toyota overtook GM in
total sales, North Korea tested nuclear weapons and
Pakistan suspended its constitution. And of course
there is China.
If it were not for the current administration’s
“War on Terror,” Asia would thus far be the media
event of the twenty-first century. On November 15
the International Affairs Forum will host journal
ist Richard Halloran, and his presentation “China:
Loveable Panda or Crouching Dragon.”
“I’ve talked to I don’t know how many Chinese
and I would say that with half of them, the ques
tion comes up: 'Do you think there is going to be a
war between your country and mine?' This is very
much on the minds of the Chinese who don’t want
the war anymore than we do.”
Halloran has spent the better part of his life in
Asia serving in the Korean War, and as a foreign cor
respondent in Asia for the New York Times and says
that it is not necessary to start learning Chinese.
“The big problem with studying Chinese is that
it is spoken only in China. Spanish is, for instance,
spoken in a lot more places.”
Halloran’s invitation to speak with the IAF
comes at a time when Americans are starting to
seek action on Chinese-American relations. In
2007 the Chinese will sell goods in the US market
totaling more than $300 billion. In turn, the Chi
nese have what Americans are in desperate need of:
an enormous market.
“With the Chinese it needs to be a balance
between firmness and letting the Chinese know
they should be careful dealing with the Ameri
cans. China, they are the 800-pound gorilla. We
need to have a solid concept of where we want to
be with China in five years, ten years. Nobody’s
thought it through.”
But the US part of moving forward in Asia in
volves having to look back. When Halloran spent
two weeks in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, he said
he was surprised that he had no hostile or uncom
fortable experience with the Vietnamese. “That just
blew my mind considering our history with Viet
nam. The Vietnamese and Americans are going
through a kind of minuet of reconciliation.”
Halloran also says that the Japanese have ex
plained to him that while they consider themselves
to be more retrospective, they view Americans as
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those who never look back, always thinking forward,
a point well emphasized in Halloran’s family. His fa
ther was a naval officer who knew Paul Tibbets, the
pilot of the Enola Gay over Hiroshima. Yet, Halloran
married a woman born across the sea from Nagasaki.
“Lots of Americans are married to Germans and
Japanese. This is part of the strength of the Ameri
cans; they don’t hold grudges.”
Halloran served as a bureau chief in Asia for
Business Week, the Washington Post, and the New
York Times, but he got his start working for the
Michigan Daily at U of M. He offers practical ad
vice to those seeking a foreign correspondent career.
“You spend time working for peanuts, working
a mean managing editor, and then move up from
there. Then you look around and ask which publication has journalists in the area I want to cover.
Then get a job there, no matter what it is. No
newspapers or magazines ever have enough good
reporters, even the New York Times.”
Since 2002, Halloran has written “The Rising
East,” a column published on both sides of the Pa
cific at a time when the results of the War on Ter
ror can now be evaluated. “In Southeast Asia, I
think all told the American, 'I don’t like the War
on Terror.' The American campaign on terror has,
yes, done some good, particularly in Indonesia. Six
years ago relations were not so good between Indo
nesia and the United States before 9/11." Indonesia
is the most populous Muslim country in the world
and is, on the whole, not rigid about it. The Bali
terrorist attack turned things around in Indonesia
for the US, says Halloran. “The Bali Bombing in
2002 was aimed at Australia tourists, but there were
a lot of Indonesians killed.”
And China? Halloran says that US has struggled
with a romanticized view of China as with Pearl
Buck’s “The Good Earth,” and the ugly view, as
with Tiananmen Square. The Chinese government
says no one was killed in the square. Halloran says
that is correct because the students were killed in
the streets attempting to flee.
As to the future of US/Chinese relations, Hal
loran says, “We’re in trouble in Iraq right now, but
we have the most powerful military force in the
world. But on the other hand, we are not seeking to
contain China; we are seeking a healthy relationship
with China. Things between the US and China are
very inconclusive. It’s just going to take some time to
work out.”
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STACEY A. FLEMING
Press Staff Writer

College officials at NMC are moving to speed up emergency
alerts by adding text messages that go to student and staff cellphones for emergencies ranging from storms and road closures to
crimes on campus.
The new emergency alert system, which went live last week,
allows those who sign up to receive notifications more quickly
than with email.
“Once we realized that we could do this, we saw it as a way to
communicate quickly with students,” said director of public rela
tions Paul Heaton. “We’re pretty sure at least a few students use cell
phones,” he added.
Heaton is one member of the Emergency Preparedness Team,
formed in 2004 to improve emergency procedures on campus.
Alerts will be sent out in two cases: in case of college closures and
in cases of emergency, including dangerous storms, fires or other lifethreatening dangers.
The text message will come from “safety@nmc.edu.”
Opt-in levels include: “Emergencies Only,” “Emergencies and
Notifications” (Closing and Cancellation of School - not classes) and
a “Delete” (Opt-Out) option.
Students and staff are encouraged to opt-in to the program.
“Certainly after Virginia Tech, a lot of colleges started thinking
seriously about how to best communicate to the student body in
threatening situations,” said Heaton. “Hopefully we’ll never have to
use it for that.”
Test messages will be sent to all registered participants at noon on
the first Monday of each month.
Students can receive 25 Road Trip points for signing up.
Students and staff may go to www.nmc.edu/selfservice. Login
using your NMC user ID and password. At the main menu,
click on “Personal Information Menu,” then “Text Message
Opt-in.” Enter your cell phone number and service provider
and select an opt-in level.
Currently customers of Alltel, CellOne, Nextel, Sprint, Veri
zon and Virgin can receive the texts.
Heaton hopes to add users of pre-paid service providers like TracFone to the list.

S G A continued
Also up for change is the sec
ond bylaw of the SGA Con
stitution, which calls for the
allocation of funds to groups
that no longer exist.
“To my knowledge, I've been
here going on six years, I don’t
know that there was a Cultural
Board,” said SGA Faculty Advi
sor Lisa Blackford, now in her
second year as SGA Advisor. “I
know when I first came here I saw
that and was pretty excited. I ap
proached SGA at that time, which
is going on five years ago, six
years ago, and I was told it wasn’t
formed yet and throughout the
year I kept waiting for it to form.”
But that Board never formed,
said Blackford, yet the Constitu
tion sets 30 percent of the SGA’s
budget to go towards it.
“So the next year I thought
well maybe these groups aren’t
real, maybe it’s just an idea that
we try to follow but not neces
sarily hard core committees that
are formed. I would say that that
is a flaw.”
The Cultural Board is still
part of the SGA Constitution
published online and in the Stu
dent Handbook.
In addition, the Sports Board
has long since been renamed and
reconfigured under Intramural
Sports and is no longer a con
sent item for the SGA.
The Constitution also calls
for the President of the College,
or a designated representative, to
be a non-voting member of the

Student Government Associa
tion. But neither President Nel
son nor Dr. Anne Monroe have
yet attended a meeting of the
new SGA, according to Draine.
A student-related crisis pre
vented Dr. Monroe from attend
ing the November 2 meeting.
President Nelson is scheduled to
attend December 7.
Constitutional vagaries
aside, one SGA officer admits
the SGA also has a public relations problem.
“A lot of people didn’t even
know what SGA stood for, so
we just had to tell them what
that meant and then from there
they were like 'Oh, well what
do you do?'" said Annie Bittell,
SGA Secretary and first-time
member. "And so that right
there, people don’t know who
we are, they don’t know what
we’re doing. Obviously we're
not advertising correctly.”
SGA President Draine wants
that changed. “Yes, I do know
that the history of the SGA has
been rather lax. This year is the
turnaround year. This will be a
new year. You can quote me on
the promise too,” said Draine,
who also cited the open door
policy of SGA meetings and the
future establishment of sugges
tion boxes as steps taken to en
courage students to talk to its
government. “That is our sole
purpose for being established, is
to be the voice of the students,”
said Draine.
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BILL QUEEN
Special to the Press
In October of 2006, NMC, in partnership with
Traverse City Light and Power and the Michigan
Department of Economic Growth, dedicated a new
8-kilowatt (kw) solar electric power (photovolta
ic or PV) generation system. The system, located
at NMC’s MTEC campus, supplies power to the
center via the Traverse City Light and Power grid.
Analysis of the first year’s performance indicates
that we need to take a serious look at solar power as
a viable option for Michigan’s energy solutions.
Here in Michigan this demonstration system
is vitally important to the development of our un
derstanding of solar technology. Many Michi
gan residents "write off” solar as a viable energy
option. This assumption is based on a bias created
by the long, dark winters. You know those months,
full of murky, bleak hours that bargain with epi
demics of daylight deficit disorder until we pray for
the sun to reemerge. Thus, when it comes time to
think about alternative power production, there is
a tendency to think, “There is no way solar power
can work here —we have no sun!”
The system at NMC has proven this percep
tion is wrong. In summer, solar availability more
than offsets the dark days of winter. So much, in
fact, that the National Renewable Energy Laborato
ry's solar radiation maps show that in July, North
ern Michigan gets more sunlight than many parts
of Florida. Yet even on cloudy days the system still
produces power. Unlike wind power, which cannot
produce electricity without wind, solar PV systems
will still produce power in cloudy weather. In fact,
NMC’s system produced 550 kilowatt-hours (kwh)
in both November and December of 2006. This is
enough power to run the average home.
The primary reason solar works well in Michi
gan is the evolution of more efficient solar panels,
new grid interconnection technology, combined
with a policy tool called net-metering. All of these
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elements are now available in Michigan. Recently,
the Michigan public service commission has refined
its net-metering policy to better enable solar power
integration. When the sun is shining, the power
produced is either used or can be credited toward
the times when grid power is needed.
Increasing our understanding of solar power is
vital to improving our regional energy infrastruc
ture and our economy. NMC’s demonstration sys
tem performed precisely as planned, producing
8,869 kwh for the year. To put this in household
terms, our 8-kw system is capable of taking care of
the electrical needs of 1.3 typical homes in North
ern Michigan and 2.5 energy-efficient homes. Cur
rently, even though solar is more expensive, people
are still buying and installing systems. The solar in
dustry has grown at an astounding rate - over 20
percent each year for the past five years.
Michigan stands at an economic crossroads, and
solar power can help create a new direction. Michi
gan spends upwards of $20 billion on its energy
bill. This money exits the state to pay for imported
fuel. By integrating solar energy, we strive to gain
important economic stimulus through savings and
improved energy infrastructure. Jobs will be created
as the need for solar and other renewable products
are manufactured, sold and installed in our state.
NMC has developed the first phase of education
and training to assist with the integration of this
important energy technology through the creation
and development of the Energy Demonstration
Center. For further information on this program,
please visiit www.nmc.edu/energycenter or stop
by the MTEC campus and take a look at the solar
array. And stay tuned; there’s more news coming.
Bill Queen is the Program Coordinator of Extend
ed Educational Services and Director of NMC’s En
ergy Demonstration Center.
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t was a sunny, warm morning in Detroit when the White
Pine Press entourage got word that Flight 228 had been cancelled
due to technical difficulties. O ur group of eight student journalists
and one adviser would not be arriving in Washington, D .C ., for
the 86th National College Media Convention as planned.
Our plan was to arrive in D.C. early Thursday afternoon, which
would leave plenty of time to catch the first day of sessions and even
do some sightseeing. But our hopes of arriving in D.C. at a decent
hour faded as we walked down the expansive terminal to join the
long line of disgruntled customers in the rebooking line.
As journalists, however, we are used to diving into chaotic sit
uations and coming out with what we need. Some of us waited
in the rebooking line; others got on their cell phones or the air
line’s phones to rebook our group. Carl Harlan, W PP’s graphic
designer, successfully reached a ticket agent, and within minutes
our group scattered like a flock of gulls as we raced to make our
new flight connections.
None of us knew with whom we would be flying, what time
our flight would arrive or where exactly to go once we arrived in
D.C. All we had was our faith that the travel gods would bring
us all together in good form.
Miraculously, our group arrived in D.C. within minutes of each
other. We collected our suitcases and headed out
into the beautiful capital - or rather,
the rainy, dark, cold and gloomy
capital. The pattern of soaking
socks and freezing fingers would
remain throughout most of the
weekend. However, being resource
ful journalists, we made the best of it.
When the nine of us met up at
the hotel that night with Christy Gray,
our advertising manager who had ar
rived in D.C. early in the afternoon
without hitch, we charted a course
the scores of informasessions.
Early Friday morning
thousands of student journal
ists descended the steps of
the Hilton Hotel to attend
a full day of inspirational
workshops. The
White Pine Press entourage
of nine dove into the con
ference with gusto and a
plan of action.

From the Lincoln Memorial,
to the Hope Diamond in the
Smithsonian, we absorbed
Americana.

Christy attended
the advertising roundtable discussions; WPP adviser Michael dis
sected other college newspapers and attended adviser meetings.
Managing Editor John Parker and I could not help but attend the
session on "Investigative Journalism," in which we received informa
tion on how to obtain and report on stories found in public docu
ments any college is bound by law to provide.
A group of five students went to “Column Writing,” hosted by
Bob Levy, a retired Washington Post reporter. Editor-in-Chief Alli
son Peters attended a session on editorial writing, while A & E Edi
tor Justin Drabek attended “Entertainment editors are journalists
too." Christy joined the two of them in “Journalistic Blogging for
Dollars,” a session that explained how enterprising journalists can
create a profitable side gig in the blogosphere.
W hile the mornings and afternoons were dedicated to learn
ing about the art of journalism, the evenings were ours to
spend as we wished.
The monsoon-like weather encouraged many o f us to see
what mouthwatering restaurants we could find within our im 
mediate vicinity.
From scones at Starbucks, to “sweet lassi” - a honey yogurt
drink - at an East Indian restaurant, our taste buds rejoiced. The
grandest gastronomic experience, however, was at a French bistro
on Connecticut Avenue called Bistrot Du Coin. John (our French
connection) used his significant charms to secure a table for eight
in what seemed like the most popular restaurant in D.C. And Bis
trot Du Coin was popular for a reason: the decadent cuisine sent
us into a state of euphoria that lasted
the rest if the weekend.
We danced and dined. We explored
and reminisced. And when the clouds
broke on our last full day in D.C.,
a few of us headed to the Na
tional Mall - a beautiful, open,
green space surrounded by
museums and political
monuments. From the
Lincoln Memorial, to the
Hope Diamond in the
Smithsonian, we absorbed
Americana. This truly
made our capital experience, and buoyed our tired
bodies until we stumbled off
the plane in Traverse City
and touched back down into
our Michigan reality.

