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JAN TEETER
Press Staff Writer
NMC magazine, producers
of last year’s student art and literature-based media review on
“Censorship,” has come back this
year with another compelling
theme: “American Dream?”
NMC magazine is challenging
students to explore their own inter
pretation of the American Dream
through in a variety of artistic
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media.
“You could look at it as a neg
ative, nuclear age concept of the
American dream, or as some
thing for the future that we need
to do in our world politically and
socially,” said Carolyn Schaefer-Hills, visual communications
instructor and NMC Magazine
faculty adviser.
The idea of the American
Dream, originally identified by
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past generations as middle-class
living, upward mobility, freedom
from scarcity and a future full of
opportunities, may turn out to
have changed and mean some
thing completely different for to
day’s young people.
Zeits addressed all potential
submitters with a bold proposition.
“We would like you to con
sider you own American
dream and how that has been
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shaped by society and what its
implications are for the future of
the world,” said Zeits.
Students are encouraged to
voice mixed opinions about the
American dream through their art.
“I’m curious to see the kind
of balance we get,” said Schaefer-Hills. We are expecting to get
some negative connotations of
• See M A G on page 2
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ERIC CAIRNS
Press Staff Writer

Put away the cleats, strap on your best gym
shoes and get ready to dodge - dodgeball hits
NMC with new excitement this year.
The rules of the game are simple: try to get all
opposing players “out” by either hitting them with
the ball or catching a “live ball” - a ball that has
not touched the ground or any other obstruction
- thrown by the opposing team.
Intramural dodgeball is governed by the NADA
(National Amateur Dodgeball Association) rulebook

M A G continued
what the American dream is, but
I'm starting to see what some
positive ones are going to be
like,” said Schaefer-Hills.
The format for the publica
tion is usually kept veiled until
closer to the release date, but the
new editor-in-chief, James Zeits,
was willing to elaborate.
“Our whole layout theme is
based on roadmaps, but at the
same time we want it to be a
poster,” said Zeits. “We want it
to function as something you
can read on a park bench on one
side and something you can tack
on your wall and read bit by
bit every evening before you’re
going to sleep.”
Zeits explained that instead
of having a DVD accompanying
the print format as in years past,
NMC Magazine will introduce a
“rich” website including pictures
of all submissions. This website
will be up and running prior to
judging with discussion areas
encouraging interactive feedback

that offers everything anyone could need to know about
dodgeball, other than what the hand signals mean.
Any person who was interested in refereeing an
intramural dodgeball game this year was required to
watch the movie “Dodgeball,” starring Ben Stiller.
Dodgeball is an intense sport —fast-paced and
strategic. “The Matrix,” above, intrigued spectators
on the court. Dodgeball is not only fun to play, but
is also exciting to watch. Games take place Monday
through Thursday between 2:10 and 4:10. So sup
port your favorite intramural team and witness the
competition that only NMC intramural dodgeball
can offer.

about entries.
NMC Magazine is offering
cash prizes to submissions that
are worked around this year’s
theme, although any submis
sions are welcome.
“Cash prizes will only be
awarded to submissions that have
direct reference to the Ameri
can dream in an effort to focus a
little bit more so we have more
meaningful content,” said Zeits.
Among reason for the ab
stract nature of the topic this
year are hopes that students will
be prompted to create submis
sions specifically for the this
issue.
“The main thing we are look
ing for in submissions is not
exactly raw numbers, but rel
evance; we always gel lots of
recycled class essays, art assign
ments, stuff that might be good
but its really not related to our
topic,” said Zeits.
The magazine not only has as
pirations for some fresh content

this time around, but also for
some new blood to reinvigorate
the operation. Many of the mag
azine’s veterans have transferred
or already left the publication.
“We are going back into
heavy recruiting for next semes
ter because we are so low on
staff,” said Zeits.
Zeits also has plans of a re
vamped ad campaign to instill
interest in the coming edition,
and hopefully prompt some peo
ple to get involved. Students can
expect to see campus peppered
with creative and suggestive post
ers to get people thinking about
the themes and concepts.
All submissions must be in
by the second week of February
and the publication will be re
leased at the end of March. Sub
missions are accepted via email
in digital format or at the writ
ing center in Scholar’s Hall or
Ruth Ann LaMott’s office in the
Fine Arts building.
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to designated areas takes away their freedom to smoke.
Numerous debates erupted throughout the
■
meeting regarding the rights of smokers versus the
The Policy Council balked at deciding to ban
rights of non-smokers.
smoking on NMC’s campus on Friday, November
NMC student and smoker, Tim McClelland, of
16 at a public hearing on the issue.
fered his perspective.
The Council encouraged the concerned and in
“I’m definitely down with all constructive ideas,”
terested public, including NMC students and faculty
he said. “I just don’t want it to be banned completely.”
(smokers and non-smokers alike), to discuss viable
Lisa Anne Danto, Tobacco Addiction Specialist
ways to implement the current rules of NMC that
and Coordinator, responded with information and
state there is to be no smoking indoors or within 15
statistics about smoking and colleges.
feet of any building entrance on campus.
“Lansing Community College is a tobacco-free
Ed Bailey, director of campus services, addressed
college,” she said, “which includes not just cigarettes,
the issue frankly.
but chewing tobacco as well.”
“Some people still smoke indoors," he said.
Danto also made note of Marquette's applica
“There’s a huge trash problem and it’s a big health
tion of a smoke-free ordinance 10 years ago. Since
issue - I’m here to help fix the problem.”
its inception, there have been only
six resident complaints. Marquette
now has the lowest smoking rate in
the state - only 16 percent.
Danto is striving to move
NMC toward a smoke-free cam
pus in the future.
In January of 1986, the White
Pine Press shed light on the bud
ding idea that colleges Would begin
to “extinguish smoking” from their
campuses across the nation after
NMC implemented its own strict
er smoking rules on campus in Oc
tober of 1985.
These new rules designated cer
tain areas on campus where smok
ing would be permitted, including
vending vicinities in the Science
building, the lobby of East Hall,
the Student Center in West Hall,
the music wing in the Fine Arts
building and both technical and
aviation campuses.
At the time, smoking was only
banned in the library, the Physical
Education building and the Com
munications building.
Over 20 years later, NMC is
Several students chimed in to the discussion to
still focusing on progress.
provide first-hand insight.
Students and staff via email wondered which
Ruthy Posluszne, a non-smoking NMC stu
buildings on campus current regulations affect and
dent, suggested ideas to help enforce the smoking
if all NMC campuses are influenced.
policy, including the proposal of having smoking
Stephen Siciliano, a member of the Policy
shelters on campus where smokers could have their
cigarettes and still be indoors during the colder sea Council, offered: “For consistency's sake, we should
have the same treatment on all campuses - keep
sons without affecting the health of non-smokers.
smoking 15 feet from all building entrances.”
This building, recommended Posluszne, could be
Other ideas were proposed, including larger “no
built and operated through donations - a “smoking
fee” - for those who value having a heated building smoking” signs, smoking permits requiring smoker
health education, and student forums in Milliken Au
where they can smoke.
ditorium to discuss the issue of smoking on campus.
Although many in attendance were positive to
“I don’t know what the answer is,” said Bailey
ward new suggestions, not everyone agreed as to
hopefully,
“but we need change.”
what was best for NMC’s future.
The
current
proposal with new suggestions
“I believe in freedom and rights, and I’ve always
will
be
taken
forward
to President Tim Nelson
had those beliefs,” said Ben Bridges, an NMC stu
for
a
signature.
dent and non-smoker who thinks confining smokers
ALLISON PETERS
Press Editor-in-Chief
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JOHN PARKER
Press Managing Editor

The definitive issue for campus security in a post-Virginia Tech
and post-9/11 world is that of readiness.
“If we had an incident right now that involved some sporadic shooting,
yes, we would be very vulnerable,” says Campus Security Manager Sharlice
Smith. “Because at this point we don’t have any mechanism in place to instandy lock down all of our buildings; that’s our biggest challenge.”
In 2007, NMC began to tackle this vulnerability. This month,
NMC implemented a Text Message Alert System to quickly commu
nicate en masse with the college community. In September, the White
Pine Press reported that NMC had contracted DK Security to provide
24/7 coverage for all of NMC's campuses; a first for the college.
On a scale of one to ten, Smith, who began working for the col
lege in March, says these changes have improved NMC’s overall pre
paredness. In regards to threats from natural disasters she says “On a
scale of 1-10 I would give us a five. As far as a human threat I would
give us a five. Months ago I would say we were probably lower than a
five, because there was really not much communication.”
This lack of communication is not the only issue, according to
Smith, who warns against “assuming that everyone has your best
interests at heart” and that “a lack of awareness is going to be our
greatest downfall.”
For some in the college community the issue of campus securi
ty seems more of a non-issue. According to crime statistics report
ed on NMC’s website, in 2006 there was only one criminal offense
on campus: burglary. Burglary has been the most repeated offense at
NMC with 17 cases in 2004 alone. Between 2004 and 2006 there
were 18 arrests, all for liquor and drug violations.
“Traverse City is pretty safe,” says second year student Tanya Pavlishin. On the need for a security force Pavlishin said, “I don’t think it’s
a big deal. It’s pretty secure here in Traverse City.”
Alex Guy, also a second year student, agreed, “I think it would
assist, but I don’t think it’s necessary, it’s required.”
Another second year student, Chase Holton, disagreed, “There’s
people from all over America who come here...You never know,
might as well be more safe than not.”
Neither Holton nor Guy had heard of the Text Message Alert System, but both were receptive to the idea. Though as text messaging is
largely reserved for lighter fare students have noted the surreal aspect
to receiving emergency texts on one’s mobile.
“Hey dude, there’s a shooting! Hold on I got a text message,” said
Holton.
On the whole though, students do not seem to have black and white
opinions on the subject of security. On having a visible security presence
in the parking lots at night Pavlishin said “Definitely.”
Campus Security’s goals for the year, according to Smith include
moving to a more centralized location and establishing a permanent
physical presence at all of the satellite campuses. She says that the college
administration has been “very supportive” on bolstering campus security.
On November 19 the Board of Trustees voted to authorize an additional
$125,000 to extend contracts with Sodexho Management and DK Se
curity over the next six months.
But for Smith awareness remains the key. “I, as the security man
ager, I can see that the world is changing and the people around me
don’t feel the same way. How do I bridge that gap? How do I bridge
that gap with a culture that has this invincible attitude - t o a sense
of awareness that things are happening; they may not be happening
right here in Traverse City, but it does not necessarily mean that they
would never happen. So, yes that is a daunting challenge, and it is a
nightmare and it can be a nightmare if something happens and we’re
not prepared.”

In May 2006, longtime NMC Instructor Ann George
suffered injuries from a severe car accident. George
recently sat down with us to discuss the effects of the
accident, the supportfrom her husband and family,
and her return to NMC this Fall.
WPP: How long ago was the car accident?
GEORGE: The accident occurred May 3, 2006,
on my way home from the college....about a year
and a half ago —a day that kind of sticks in my
memory (I believe it was a Thursday or Friday). My
husband and I were planning on going fishing for
the weekend. He ended up flying with me on a jet
to Grand Rapids to find out whether I would live
or die.
WPP: How long did it take for you to recover?
GEORGE: Part of that depends on the meaning
of the word 'recover' because I am still recovering
now. From May 3 to August 9,I was in the hospital
or a rehab center in Grand Rapids; I was flown to
Grand Rapids in order to save my life, and because
of the nature of all of my injuries, it was easier
for me to stay down there rather than come back
up here for treatment. I came home on August 9.
Then, right before Thanksgiving last year, I went
back to the hospital because of the accident. There
was an infection in my leg, which almost cost me
my leg. This was hard because I had to start rehab
all over again.
WPP: Why did you come back to NMC after the
accident? And when did you come back to work?
GEORGE: I love teaching - I really do. I like the
work that I do and I feel like I still have so much to
contribute. I’m not ready to retire yet, and all the
time I was in bed gave me something to shoot for.
I came back to work the beginning of fall semester
this year, so that would be around August 20.
WPP: Some people who get in accidents com
pletely change the way they live their lives. Did
you change anything about your life?
GEORGE: There are an awful lot of things that are
different, and my husband and I are still working
through all the things that I still can’t do, but we
are hoping to get back to normal.
WPP: How did the accident affect your family?
GEORGE: All my family is scattered around; my
parents are dead, and my sister, my brother and my
son all live in New York state. My brother flew out

here, but otherwise my husband keeps everyone
updated via phone. We ran up a very large phone bill.
WPP: Has the accident changed how others,
such as your family, friends and colleagues, view
you?
GEORGE: I think people worry that I am
extremely fragile which I probably still am to a
certain extent, and now that I’ve stopped walking
with the cane, there are no visual reminders of the
accident. So it’s just all the metal inside and when
you can’t see it, I think it’s a little easier for others
to treat you more normally.
WPP: How do you feel about driving now?
GEORGE: I was really afraid it would bother me. I
practiced up and down the driveway the first couple
of times to see if I would freak out or just shake so
much that I couldn’t drive, but I guess because I
don’t remember being hit that it doesn’t bother me
to drive at all; I feel rather lucky in that way.
WPP: Do you teach differently or have a differ
ent outlook since the accident?
GEORGE: I probably do. I think I am more
tolerant than perhaps I used to be, though I like
to think I was pretty tolerant before of students
and work and excuses (or their lack of work),
but I think I am even more so today. I am not
a Pollyanna kind of person but I like to look on
the bright side of things and keep focused on the
positive as much as possible.
WPP: What’s keeping you motivated and here at
NMC?
GEORGE: I was excited to come back and see my
colleagues so they didn’t have to come see me at my
house, stuck in a wheelchair. It just feels good that
I am doing something. I can’t say that I didn’t enjoy
reading a lot of books while bedridden, but this
feels more vital and useful.
WPP: Some people think you should live like
you are dying. Do you share this sentiment?
GEORGE: To a certain extent I do, but I don’t
think you should delay things you want to do until
the so-called “proper time.” You should live life as
it comes along as much as you can because you just
don’t know what might happen. Life happens so
fast and life changes when things like this happen.
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STEFEN HOLTREY
Special To The Press

It’s sometime in the late 1990s. I am
mashing away on a video game in the ar
cade at the mall, shooting up zombies and
spending all my quarters. Fast forward
to 2007 and I am doing the same thing, but
this time, it is not really me at the arcade, it
is my virtual avatar, and this is SecondLife.
SecondLife is an Internet community
where people come to interact. The term
“game” can only be tentatively applied to
it because it does not really have any set
goals, points to earn, or levels to beat. As
in real life, you make your own goals.
If you have ever played the Sims, you
can get an idea of what its like. You con
trol “avatars” that can perform a variety
of actions. One can purchase land, create
buildings, and buy clothes. What sepa
rates SecondLife from the Sims however,
is the depth of experience involved.
One can create whole worlds, which
others can visit, and you in turn can ex
plore the worlds others have created. And
then there are the 3-D modeling tools,
which allow a player, or “Resident,” to cre
ate virtually any object. Utilizing a “script
ing tool,” one then writes simple codes
that add actions for the object to perform.
The concept of SecondLife started
brewing in the mind of its creator, Philip
Rosedale, around 1996. Inspired by Neal
Stephensons cyberpunk classic “Snow
Crash,” a novel that introduces the idea
of an online “Metaverse,” he decided that
that was what he wanted to work towards.
But he had to wait for the right tech
nology, namely high-speed Internet and

powerful graphics engines, to be created.
So wait he did and now things are finally
starting to look interesting. How interest
ing? When I first logged in I found myself
on an island being greeted by a woman
with a racecar for a head. I was more than
a little intrigued.
SecondLife went online in 2003 after
being developed by Rosedale's company,

The first mission after creating an ac
count on SecondLife: make a name for
yourself. First names are up to you, but last
names are chosen from a prefabricated list,
maybe in an attempt to foster familial re
lations within SecondLife. There are hun
dreds of choices for the last name, which
provides a relatively decent amount of
creative freedom when naming your ava

Linden Labs. The program steadily began
to gain attention, and by 2006, it was re
portedly catering to the creative whimsy
of over a million online Residents. Each
of these users has the ability to finely tune
and customize any detail of their avatar’s
appearance at any time.
The customization tool itself can be
a source of endless amusement, as the
possibilities for appearance amount to
somewhere just short of infinite and far ex
ceeding ridiculous.

tar. I was pretty happy with my character,
“Tooktook Cryotank.”
A lot of the buzz around SecondLife
has to do with its interactive possibilities.
Some herald SecondLife as the next big
step in Internet technology, claiming that
it could prefigure many of the ways we
navigate the Internet in the future.
There are a lot of businesses that are
creating online representations of them
selves in SecondLife, in the hopes of adver
tising their goods or services. IBM, who is

already oriented towards a tech-sawy au
dience, has opened several virtual offices
and continues to buy up land in SecondLife, for the purpose of employee train
ing, product advertisement, and tutorials
for people new to SecondLife. Sweden has
even opened an embassy there.
It has also been a big draw for artists.
Musicians can perform SecondLife con
certs, painters can showcase their art in vir
tual galleries, and graphics designers make
incredible use of the 3-D modeling tools,
available. It is a whole new way to get your
name out there. And in a growing world of
a million residents, it is beginning to make
sense to do it in SecondLife.
Unfortunately, this online world seems
to have inherited a few of the less favorable
aspects of real life. SecondLife has seen its
share of scandal, corruption, and yes, even
war. Mature rated areas are bastions for
explicit material. Hate groups clash with
their opposition as each try to crash the
others virtual headquarters.
True, the weapons they use are not
real, but the ideas they fight for are. More
sinister, there have been reports of child
pornography being circulated inside Sec
ondLife. What all this illustrates is some
thing sad about how we operate. Even
when trying to create “an online world that
advances the human condition” (Linden
Labs motto) we end up imbuing it with
the least favorable aspects of humanity.
At what point will SecondLife start to
influence FirstLife in some strange, meta
physical symbiosis remains to be seen.
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Over the past few months, the debate surrounding the proposed
sulfide mining operation in the Upper Peninsula has garnered much
attention. In addition to being noted in national environmental publications - a nd even some Canadian ones - t he Detroit Free Press ran
an extensive cover story and full page spread in the Oct. 14 Sunday
edition. The story came at a time
when various publications across
the state had featured coverage in
some form, from editorials to sto
ries and letters to the editor, and
events, like the Sept. 29 meeting at
the Hagerty Center, that rallied citi
zens concerned with the prospect of
the mining. The culmination of the
interest in the topic took the issue
from being a small town’s debate about its fixture to a state, if not re
gion-wide, controversy.
Just last week, on Nov. 12, Michigan’s Department of Environ
mental Quality asked Kennecott Eagle Minerals, the company that
proposed the mine last year, for 30 more days to decide whether or
not to accept Kennecott’s proposal. The final decision was supposed
to have been announced on Nov. 14, and has been pushed back now
to Dec. 14 in light of the some 4,000 comments that the public has
submitted to the agency.
We at the WPP support the DEQ for taking seriously the con
cerns of Michigan’s vocal citizens and implore those who have not
yet done so to familiarize themselves with this topic. We hold this
issue to be very serious and agree with the opponents of the mine
who fear that if this mine is to be allowed, others like it would, fol
lowing the legal precedent, pop up across the mineral-rich region.
We also recognize the degree of upfront environmental damage that
this project stands to cause.
The proposed mining operation would be move in the “Yellow
Dog Plains,” an area in the Huron Mountains west of Marquette, that
straddles the Mid-Continental Rift and is rich with heavy metal depos
its. This specific deposit is unlike those of the iron ore booms that ini
tially fueled the emigration to the U.P, rather, it is a narrow, pin-like
vein permeating deep into the earth. It’s also encased in sulfide rock, a
rock that, once exposed to air and water, turns into sulfuric acid, or in
laymen’s terms, battery acid. While Kennecott claims their practices are
advanced and environmentally sound, the reality of the matter is that
there is no such thing as an impact-free mining operation. We do rec
ognize that modern techniques are far better than previous generations
of mining practices, but with the inevitability of at least some degree
of sulfuric acid leakage - a nd the positioning of the proposed mine site
virtually on top of a river in one of our county's most pristine water
sheds - the risk is simply not worth it.
Proponents of the project claim that the mine is just what an eco
nomically depressed U.P. needs. The mining operation, which would
go in near the town of Big Bay, proposes to bring in about 120 jobs
paying around $40,000 a year to the estimated seven- to eight-year
-life of the mine. The state could also stand to receive about $70 mil
lion in taxes. But on top of environmental concerns, Big Bay’s citi
zens have expressed worry about the increase in traffic, and estimated
80 trucks through town a day.
This extra month that the DEQ is taking to make their final de
cision comes as yet one more chance for other citizens to join nearly
4,000 of their peers and submit their opinions on the subject. It also
indicates the dire implications of the decision at hand. The WPP is
glad to see this important issue taken seriously and appreciates the
work of the many citizens across the state that have spoken out and
made information about a seemingly remote situation avail
able. Now in this final hour, we encourage continued public
discourse and input on a situation that could assert or redefine
the future of our state’s character.
MIKHAIL SCHILKEY
Special to the Press
NOAH CREAMER contributed to this report.

S

I

o

m

e

k

i d

s

d

o

CATHERINE HINDS-MCKEE
Special to the Press
Most people would agree that since education is
the key to a better future, we should fix the prob
lems in our educational systems to protect the fu
ture of all our children.
The state of Michigan offers many different
types of schools. Most of the schools not for regu
lar education are for children with behavior prob
lems or for the severely impaired. Though the
state also offers a mainstream type of education
to children with difficulty learning, this is called a
“resource classroom.”
Though designed to give kids with impairments
like ADHD and lower scores on aptitude tests a
chance to catch up with their peers in a normal
learning environment, “this mainstreaming” is not
working for students who don’t fit the state’s defini
tions of learning impaired.
The average 13-year-old child has an IQ of 90
to 95. In order for a child or an adult to be legally
considered mentally retarded, they must have an
IQ of below 70. “Mild” mental retardation is an IQ
of 63 to 70, while anything below 63 is considered
severely retarded.
In order for a child to be placed in a school for
impaired children, the state board of education des
ignates a small group, usually the special education
teacher, a person from the state board of special
education and the school’s principal to review the
child’s education and medical files to determine
if the child is impaired enough to have need for
placement in that school. If the board determines
that the child doesn’t qualify, or is borderline, the
child will be placed back in regular education with
a resource classroom available to them.
According to the rules they work under, to qual
ify to be placed in one of these schools, the child
must exhibit some type of extreme lack of self-con
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trol, have an IQ of less than 63, and be unable to
understand the difference between right and wrong.
That leaves children with an IQ of between
63 and 70 in a no-child’s-land. Children with
only mild mental retardation, otherwise known
as “cognitively impaired,” or other, more serious
learning disabilities that don’t warrant an assign
ment to a school designated for impaired chil
dren are falling through the cracks.
Studies have shown that these children learn
better when in a classroom or school with other
children who share the same types of social, educa
tional, mental and emotional problems. Many of
these children also prefer to be with other children
like themselves, making them feel as though they
are equal to their peers, thus allowing these chil
dren to maintain greater self-esteem and personal
growth in all areas of their lives.
District Courts in Michigan currently lack juris
diction over placing a child in a special education
school, even when it’s abundantly clear that that is
where the child should be placed in order to receive
an education in which the child can truly learn.
In Grand Traverse County there is a case being
studied because it involves a child with multiple
mild disabilities. At issue is whether the child's con
stitutional right to an education has been violated.
The truth of the matter is, when it comes to
disabled children, no one wants to or can give
an answer that satisfies the NCLB standard,
because the schools have been leaving these
children behind for a very long time.
This injustice inflicted on these students is
unacceptable and shouldn’t be tolerated. The
Grand Traverse County case is my child’s, which
a judge has no choice but to listen to. The child
may or may not win, but they have a voice and it
will be heard.
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Before the State Theatre’s grand re-openingpre
mierefilm, "The Kite Runner," two White Pine Press
writers had the opportunity to speak with author Khalid Hosseini regarding his thoughts of his debut novel’s
adaptation tofilm.
WPP: Did you
have any trouble
writing "The Kite
Runner"?
HOSSEINI: Well,
you always have
trouble writing a
novel. Its a long,
trying process; that
said, the book did kind of write itself. I was work
ing full-time as a doctor while writing this book,
and as I look back, the 15 months it took me to
write the book were pretty good. I began writing
this book in March of 2001.
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WPP: Are you happy with how the screenplay
was adapted from the book?
HOSSEINI: Oh yes, and I’ve actually watched the
film a handful of times already. I think the film is
very faithful to the book. From an emotional stand
point, the film manages to capture the spirit of the
story I am very happy with the end product.
WPP: Do you like the actors that were chosen?
HOSSEINI: Yeah, they are fantastic. Homayon
Ershadi plays Baba, and I be willing to bet that he
will be getting a lot buzz over this movie - everyone
I think will. And the children were just amazing.
WPP: In regards to the children, do you think
the film was difficult because they were so
young?
HOSSEINI: I was in China for a couple of weeks
while they were shooting the film. They were having
the time of their lives. They seemed very happy, and if
you see the film, their performances are marvelous.

WPP: Did you incorporate any of your own ex
perience into the novel?
HOSSEINI: I don’t think you can create novels
out of emptiness; things cannot be created out of a
vacuum. You always dip into your own experience,
your own life. I’m not the character in the book,
but in regards to the environment and the setting,
they are very close to me, and that directly affects
the character.

Jerry Dobek, NMC Astronomy Instructor and White Pine Press
columnist, revealed during the night celebrations of November 17
that he had been working closely with Michael Moore over the past
two weeks to design the “starry, starry night” sky that hovers over the
inside of the cinema palace.
“Miracles usually take two weeks,” joked Dobek.
Dobek designed the ceiling to exactly replicate the night sky
above the State Theatre from the first week of the Traverse City Film
Festival - August 12, 2007 at 11 p.m. The sky is rich with “constella
tions and all,” said Dobek, including the Big Dipper, the Little Dip
per, Sagittarius, Aquarius and more.
“This has never been tried before,” said Dobek at the grand re
opening night’s festivities. “And its here in Traverse City for all to see.”
The key focus in designing the night sky is for “entertainment
and education,” said Dobek, and for the State is to “get [kids] ex
cited about science.”
Dobek and Moore hope to eventually host tours and science field
trips to the State for school-age kids to learn about astronomy.

WPP: So were you there a lot during the filming?
HOSSEINI: I was there two weeks in China, and
then all of San Francisco, Bay Area all of the stuff
they actually shot, I was there for that as well.
WPP: Do you think the film will get as much
acknowledgment and praise as the book did?
HOSSEINI: We’ll see. You never know - I think it
has a very good chance of connecting with people
on a large scale. But you just never know.
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Glen Wolff and a group of half a
dozen other talented artists, includ
ing Rufus Snoddy, Marianne Vick and
NMC Painting Instructor Joan Richman, were asked two weeks prior to
the State Theatre’s opening night to
paint two murals in the State’s lobby.
One mural, to the left of the conces
sion stand, depicts Traverse City in 1916
when the theatre first opened as the Lyric
Theatre. Those present at the depicted
opening include Charlie Chaplin, Earnest
Hemingway and Franklin D. Roosevelt.
The right side mural, which illustrates the
theatre’s 1949 opening as the State, in
cludes characters such as James Earl Jones,
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Elizabeth Taylor and Ghandi.
“It’s a fantasy version of opening
night,” described Wolff as he finished
the colors of the 1949 mural. “It’s a fun
diversion.”
Wolff, a Traverse City native and
1973 NMC alumnus, had put in long
hours to make up for the short lead-time.
“We started working on Hallow
een,” he said on November 16. “I was
here until 3 a.m. last night.”
The hard work surely shows as
moviegoers visit the quirky vision of
what downtown Traverse City may
have looked like in a different era with
the added magic of the silver screen.
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STEVE WINNICKI
Press Staff Writer

The NMC Players are gearing up to per
form Ken Kesey's "One Flew Over the Cuck
oos Nest." Adapted from the book of the
same name, the show is about central charac
ter Randle P McMurphy's batde against the
system and himself.
Sent to a work camp after numerous out
breaks of fighting and “overzealous" sexual
encounters, McMurphy, 35, thinks he can
get out of the “drudgery of the work farm”
by “feigning psychosis."
After being transferred to an asylum,
McMurphy immediately makes a name for
himself and trouble for Nurse Ratched, the
wretched woman in charge of the “mad
house,” by challenging the institutional
definition of insanity. He attempts to give in
dividuality and confidence to the submissive
patients. The play’s dark humor definitely
makes the audience question the correlation
between sanity and power.
In rehearsals a week before Thanksgiving,
the Players were just starting to get off-script
as their characters began to take off.
“It’s been rocky, but this is a very de
manding production,” said Play Production

Instructor and Director Chris Pittinos. “Usu
ally we emphasize a play heavy on blocking
or dialogue. This show has both.”
“Cuckoo’s Nest” is filled with rich, adult
humor and sharp wit, as when the character
Dale Harding proclaims, “We shall most as
suredly be lined up against the wall and fired
upon with bullets of Paxil! Prozak! Thorazine!
Go my children - s in while ye may, for to
morrow we shall be tranquilized." Or when
Randle P McMurphy, played by Justin Drabek, inappropriately fondles Nurse Ratched.
The cast features a unique collection of
actors with varying degrees of experience.
“It’s been tough learning lines, but the
entire cast is very supportive,” said Joe VanWagner, who plays Chief Bromden, the “deaf
and dumb” chronic who has been scarred by
people’s abuse of power. “Cuckoo’s Nest” is
not only VanWagner’s first lead role, but it is
also his first play.
Support comes from NMC Player veter
ans Justin Drabek, Matthew Marek and Kayla
Ginop. Drabek is confident that “Cuckoo’s
Nest” will be one of the best of NMC s pro
ductions. “It becomes more of a powerful
story that presents a lot of challenges to the ac
tors,” said Drabek. “If performed properly, it
will easily captivate any audience.”

The cast agrees. “It's a wonderful feeling
when it all works,” said Ginop, who effective
ly plays Nurse Ratched and has been acting
since she was 13.
During the rehearsal process, the players
have been encouraged to develop their roles
even further as the characters begin to gain
power and believability. “They’re coming to
gether,” said Marek, who is taking his second
Play Production class at NMC. Marek, who
portrays Doctor Spivey, has been acting since
high school.
“I like this cast,” said Colt Dunham,
who is taking Play Production for the third
time. “I especially love working with Justin
Drabek. He brings fun to class, saying ran
dom one-line jokes. [He] puts a good mood
in the class.”
But Dunham points out that the show
has not always had a smooth ride. “There’s
been quite a few frustrations; some have fall
en behind. It’s hard when people don’t do the
best they can do.”
Pittinos encourages everyone to take an
acting course because it helps students devel
op a sense of identity. “You really need a real
istic idea of what you want as an actor, who
you are and what you want to be.”
“One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” will

Press photos/SARAHZATOLOKIN
play December 7 - 9 in the small theatre in
Scholar’s Hall, room 217. Evening perfor
mances at 7 p.m. on Dec 7 and 8; mati
nee performances at 2 p.m. on Dec 8 and 9.
Tickets go on sale one hour before the show
and are $7 for seniors and NMC students,
$10 for adults.
The acting class will be tackling Shake
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The sounds and smells of summer are gone as
winter is now upon us. Whatever is a Northern
Michigander to do during this time of year? Well,
how about cracking heads open?

That’s right, I said cracking heads open. Iceskating has long been a staple in romance, family
gatherings and premature death. It can be both fun
and healthy for those who can stay on their skates.
Our town is blessed to have not one, but two plac
es where one may partake in this winter sport: the
Civic Center and Center Ice.
I recently ventured to the Civic Center for my
first on-ice experience of the winter. In the past, I
have had several, less-than-jovial adventures with
ice-skating, and as the weather changes, I find my
self inclined to “hit" the ice - more than usual.
That says a lot about my learning apparatus, eh?
I slide on up to the counter and ask the beauti
ful attendant to hand me some size 13s. I pull them
on and stagger to the edge of the ice. That same old
feeling sweeps over me. It’s a strange mix of nostal
gia and optimism. Nostalgia I can understand....but
optimism? Every year it’s the same old thing. Some
thing will come over me this year: I will sudden
ly turn into Kristi Yamaguchi and be able to triple
salchow my way onto the ice and back flip my way
off. I inevitably end up flat on my back, however,
thinking, “Next year will be my year.”
Well, what is this but last years next year? I
slowly push my way onto the ice, dodging the little
children with their ice walkers of death. Finally, I
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wobble my way to the middle,of the rink. My an
kles are bent, my pride is half gone, and I inhale
that last, non-painful breath. I force one foot back,
then the other, and ever so slightly move forward.
Soon I am on the outskirts of the mad throng mov
ing in unison around the rink. My courage and
speed increase__Big mistake. I am now teetering
on the edge of madness. My momentum has in
hibited my ability to stop. But as long as no smelly
little brat sneaks into my path, I should be fine. I’ll
coast to a stop and begin again.
But things really never seem to work out the
way that I plan them. I wanted to be a superhe
ro, but I’m not yet a superhero. I wanted to travel
with Cirque Du Soleil and date the chick that balances on those little canes, but it hasn’t happened. I
wanted to star in the biographical movie of Richard
Simmons’ life, which has yet to find public inter
est. I wanted to glide to a stop without crashing.
Instead, here I am again, flat on my back because
some death machine-wielding child veered in front
of me, and since I didn’t want to be sued for run
ning it down, I bit the ice.
It’s okay though - my face has broken my fall.
How lucky.
I lie here, slipping in and out of reality, wait
ing for my concussion to clear. I see Dominique
Moceanu hovering in the air above me. She smiles
at me and says “To be great, one must persevere.
Life is full of challenges. Winners overcome them,
losers give up.”
I smile back and ask, “What do I have to do to
be a great ice-skater, oh, great Moceanu?”
She looks down at me for a moment and says,
“How in the world am I supposed to know? I’m a
freakin’ gymnast, you delusional hack!”
With that, she disappears, and in her wake ma
terializes a kid, asking me if I have change for the
soda machine. Ah yes, yet another lovely memory
made at the ice rink. Oh. how I loathe it.
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The cold waters of West Bay preserve ancient trea
sures that explorers - some of them NM C students are only just beginning to uncover.
To reveal this history, researchers will need the inge
nuity and drive of a number of local experts. What joins
them, aside from a love of discovery, is a diversity of skills.
“You must be a jack-of-all-trades and be willing to
study anything because you don’t know what you will
fi nd," said Mark Holley.
Holley, NM C adjunct instructor and one of the
world’s few freshwater underwater archaeologists, says he
has discovered a “menagerie of things” in the Grand Tra
verse Bay - from an intact Pinto and a Studebaker, to a
horse-drawn buggy.
“No one ever expected to find a buggy that day,”
said Holley.
The freshwaters of Traverse City’s West Bay could be
unique storehouses of local history because of the unique
conditions of an underwater site.
Unlike on land - where man and nature change the
land’s surface and sub-surface - most water sites remain
undisturbed by man or nature. When ships sink or land
debris settles on the bay’s floor, it is as if time stops. Like
other underwater archaeologists before him, Holley has
found that “freshwater is the best preservative.”
On a recent study of “crannogs,” man-made islands on
lakes in Northern Scotland, a 2500-year-old butter dish
was discovered underwater at one of the sites - with but
ter still in it!
Unlike organics buried in the earth, organics bur
ied in the water last quite a while. The cold tempera
ture and relative lack of bacteria in fresh water help
preserve items for thousands of years that would oth
erwise rot in days or weeks.
Holley discussed the discovery of a 2500-year-old
acorn that the cold water had kept fresh and new. When
the acorn was removed from the water, however, it turned
black and decayed in less than one minute.

Still, the lack of freshwater archeological experts in the
world makes excavating and dating artifacts difficult.
Not only does the process of excavation occur under
water, but specialists need to know how to properly study
and remove objects from the water for preservation; its a.

different set of skills, and without this type of knowledge,
artifacts may be passed off as mere ordinary objects or ru
ined if improperly removed from the water.
The less disturbed the site, according to Holley, the
more information can be obtained from it.

“We record what we can see and are careful not to
move or disturb anything,” said Holley of his students.
“You can find anything in the water. But nobody’s looking
—that is the real head-scratcher.”
Holley hopes to change that through education and
opening residents’ and visitors’ eyes to the possibilities that
await underwater archaeologists. Holley is offering both a
for-credit “Underwater Archaeology” course and an adult
education course this spring at NMC.
“The goal of the course,” said Holley, “is to have a set
of people to call on to be a part of a new discovery.”
And that’s exactly what the first group of students to
take the course got last summer.
In June of 2007, Holley and NMC students in his
“Underwater Archaeology” class discovered a boulder with
what could be a prehistoric carving of a “mastodon” (elephant-like creature) on it.
The students were searching for shipwrecks - not
petroglyphs - in West Bay when they passed over the fourfoot high boulder. Luckily, Holley teaches students to doc
ument everything because he says, “archaeology is never a
straight-line process.”
The possible carving was discovered a full month after
the initial dive thanks to photographs taken by students.
While reviewing the photos, Holley and his students dis
covered what seemed to be a carving in the shape of a
giant mastodon, an ancient quadruped thought to have
disappeared from North America 10,000 years ago.
After diving again to the site of the boulder, Holley
held a press conference to call in experts to the Grand Tra
verse Bay site for a second opinion as to the authentic
ity of the mastodon. If confirmed to be a petroglyph, it
would be the third found in Michigan.
“Anything is possible,” said Holley.
As for finding buried treasure, Holley added his own
two cents. “Silver and gold can be found in the Bays, but
it is the preservation that hooks people in. People don’t get
paid to do archaeology; they do it because they love to do
it. And once you get the archaeology bug,” said Holley,
“you can’t say no.”

